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A Great Day for the Irish, Buffalo and 
Western New York was celebrated with the 
2018 Parade in honor of Ireland’s Patron 
Saint Patrick.  It was a great family friendly 
day for Buffalo.

Bishop Richard J. Malone concelebrated 
Mass at Saint Joseph’s Cathedral with Father 
David Richards chaplain of the United Irish 
American Association (UIAA) for their de-
ceased members to start the day.

Grand Marshal Madonna Bugman Ver-
rastro marched wearing shamrock earrings 
inherited from her mom.  She carried a 
100-year-old blackthorn stick brought from 
Ireland by Dan Cotter.  The Hayes family 
loaned the family heirloom to her for the day.  
Madonna gave credit to her brother James C. 
Bugman, who died on March 1st this year 
for interceding to send a very pleasant, sun-

ny day. Madonna’s children Amanda Lee 
Verrastro and Michael Tyler Verrastro, her 
granddaughter Layla Ryan Leo and longtime 
friends Thomas Young and Arthur Smith 
were her deputy marshals.  Mr. Young was 
Grand Marshal of the Buffalo Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade in 2010, Mr. Smith was Grand 
Marshal of the Brooklyn Saint Patrick’s Day 
Parade in 2004. Grand Marshal of the Saint 
Patrick’s Day Parade is a once in a lifetime 
honor and is an elected member of the UIAA 
Executive Committee.  

Madonna’s siblings:  Mary Ann Pershyn, 
Nancy Hardman, Peggy Niewiemski, John 
Bugman, Kathy Reamsnyder, James Bug-
man, Darlene Ungaro and Colleen Bren-
nan marched along with their relatives and 
friends including many of the Grand Mar-
shal’s 100 nieces and nephews. 

The 2018 Saint Patrick’s Day Parade was 
dedicated to the memory of John J. McCor-

mick and his family marched in his memory 
this year.  John’s involvement in the Saint 
Patrick’s Day Parade spanned decades.  He 
first was involved in building floats for the 
Parade that honored local charities.  He was 
elected to and became an active member of 
the Executive Committee.  At the post Pa-
rade dinner for volunteers, Grand Marshal 
Madonna Bugman and the family of John 
McCormick discovered their shared ances-
try.

Chairman John Morrison of the UIAA re-
ported the great help from Mayor Brown and 
all the coordination within the departments 
of the City, especially the Buffalo Police De-
partment in keeping the route safe and clear 
for participants and spectators. 

Mayor Byron Brown and his guest, Olym-
pic Women’s Hockey gold medalist Em-
ily Pfalzer, Lt. Governor Kathleen Hochul, 
Congressman Brian Higgins, some members 

of Buffalo’s City Council, Erie County and 
New York State’s Legislature all joined the 
Parade in honor of Saint Patrick. The theme 
of the Parade “Hail to St Patrick-God Bless 
America-Support Our Troops and First Re-
sponders” was displayed by many entries.  

UIAA President Garry Johnson tells the 
history of the Saint Patrick’s Day Parades in 
Buffalo going back through different groups 
reaching back as far as 1848 and on varied 
routes.   In 1940 the United Irish American 
Association (UIAA) was formed and remem-
bering the days when the Parade marched 

2018 St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade
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Kevin

A Letter From
The Editor...
beannachtaí!

This was a busy High Holy Days for me this year.  With St. 
Patrick’s Day falling on a Saturday and kicking the weekend off 
with the Buffalo Irish Center Civic Luncheon on Friday; I didn’t 
make the St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Sunday.  

The Old Neighborhood St. Patrick’s Day may have been the 
coldest but the sun made it enjoyable.  I think the crowds were 
the largest I have ever witnessed.  I was at the parade at my 
designated spot before the 10:30 AM closing of South Park 
Avenue.  This was the start of a long day with several invites to 
St. Patrick’s Day parties following the parade.  We couldn’t make 
them all but did our best.

I can’t remember missing a Delaware Avenue parade in many 
years; I just can’t do three days in a row anymore.  

Don’t forget to stop at the Irish Center there are some great events 
planned in the next month!

 
lá sona naomh Pádraig,
Kevin J. O’Brien, Editor

	

Thomas Carroll, Erie County Division #1 
Members were on full display at the St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parades in the Old First Ward and 
in Downtown Buffalo. The Division proudly 
displayed their “England Get Out of Ireland” 
Banner. The Division Honor Guard, clad in 
the signature AOH kilt, carried the flags of 
the United State, Ireland and the Vatican. 
The AOH was joined by the music of Kel-

ley Heroes Marching Band on their march, 
much to the enjoyment of the parade goers 
The AOH wishes to thank their members and 
families for participation. The AOH is open 
to all males of Irish descent. If you are in-
terested in joining the AOH please contact 
Kevin Lafferty 716-913-6080 or by email 
kevin.m.lafferty@gmail.com 

AOH on full display 
this St. Patrick’s Day On Thursday  night March 8th, the South 

Buffalo Fresh Air Music Club hosted its second 
annual Irish House Party & Sing-Along at Ad-
olf’s Restaurant in the Old First Ward.  

The full house was treated to a night of Irish 
culture with MC  Tom Burns reminding the 
crowd, “We’re here to play music and the key 
word is play.  This is supposed to be fun and the 
louder you sing the more fun we’ll have!”  

The crowd responded with enthusiasm es-
pecially to old favorites including Jim Fitzger-
ald’s “Molly Malone”, Jon Kiefer’s “We’re 
on the One Road” and Patrick Zerkle’s “The 
Moonshiner”.

The throng was also  brought to its feet by the 
Irish dancing demonstration by Aileen Farrell, 
and her cousin, Colleen Flynn accompanied by 
master fiddler Blair Sailer.

Not to be outdone, Notre Dame Academy 

choir master Laura Lawless  then led the crowd 
through the classics, “When Irish Eyes are 
Smiling”, “H-A-R-R-I-G-A-N”, “Too Ra Loo 
Ra Loo Ra” and the “Notre Dame Fight Song”.

Laura noted that the night would not be com-
plete without remembering a great friend of 
the South Buffalo Fresh Air Music Club, Mary 
Ann Corbett and dedicated “Red is the Rose” to 
MaryAnn’s memory.  

The night was brought to a close with a rau-
cous version the Talking Head’s “Life During 
Wartime” by Dr. Barry Fitzgerald followed by 
Tom Burn’s “The Night that Paddy Murphy 
Died”.

The South Buffalo Fresh Air Music Club is 
an informal group of amateur musicians who 
meet monthly at Adolf’s to rehearse and  pro-
mote music and group singing.

South Buffalo Fresh 
Air Music Club raises 

the roof!
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by Joan (Graham) Scahill

I love March.  Spring is in the air (almost) 
and I can show my Irishness in full force.  I 
wear my Irish jewelry all year, but in March I 
can wear my Irish Scarf and my green clothes, 
but most of all I will be in the Valley-First 
Ward St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

The month started out with our annual 
Corn Beef and Cabbage Dinner at my Neph-
ew Brian’s house.  His wife Donna cooked 
a wonderful dinner and we had a great time 
at their house.  The food was seasoned from 
above and the conversation and laughs were 
heart warming.  We sat around their big dining 
room table enjoying each other.  We don’t get 
together like we used to when my Mother was 
alive, so this was a real treat.  My two brothers 
Jim and Tom told some of the same stories we 
have heard before, but their delivery was great, 
so we enjoyed them again.  It was a real treat 
to see Donna’s parents, Anna and Fred Erdle 
who drove from their home in Lamoka Lake, 
N.Y. to see their grandson Connor in a play 
and were able to have a Corn Beef Dinner with 
us before returning home.  What wonderful 
grandparents Anna and Fred are, as they drove 
two and a half hours, saw a play, had dinner 
with us and returned home.  One long day for 
them.  So glad they made the effort, as it is 
always good to see them.

March 17th arrived with bright sunshine but 
with a bit of chilly weather.  I drove down to 
the First Ward to the museum where I volun-
teer and Bertha Hyde who runs our museum 
drove me out to the Valley Community Center 
for the beginning of the Parade.  I had to get 
down there early to park my car before they 
closed the streets to traffic.  It is also a prob-
lem making sure we get our parking spots as 
there is a group using our grounds to watch the 
parade.  Bert got me to the Center very early, 
so I had a chance to see a lot of the people and 
floats before things really got started.

Jim Sumbrum was to be the Grand Marshal 
and his family and friends were very excited 
to see that he was given this honor.  Jim has 
had a lot of health issues lately and is a regular 
visitor at our museum.  In walks his wife Pam.  
I jump up and go over to talk to her, only to 
find out Jim is in the hospital and wont be in 
the Parade.  He was talking to her on the phone 
when I approached her so she let me talk to 

him while she dashed off to take care of some-
thing.  He has a great outlook on life and even 
though he was very disappointed, he seemed to 
be in good spirits.  Mickey Kearns is a cousin 
of Jim’s and had read a proclamation in Jim’s 
honor before the New York State Assembly in 
Albany a few days before the parade.  

I headed down to where our BIGS – BUF-
FALO IRISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
group was lining up and there was Kevin 
O”Brien and his O’BRIEN CLAN.  My Neph-
ew John Graham and his wife Julie came along 
with their Daughter Molly.  John was dressed 
in his new Kilt.  Julie had her beautiful Irish 
Sweater on, so they made a dashing couple.  
John wore his Kilt for his wedding and it was 
the Graham tartan with pins with the Graham 
logo.  

The Parade started and along came the car-
riage for the Grand Marshal.  Pam and her two 
Granddaughters were in it.  Two large pictures 
of Jim adorned the sides.  Family and friends 
followed holding pictures of Jim.  Being a life-
long resident of the Ward, Jim was known and 
loved by many people.  Jim’s son had a video 
camera and was able to interview people along 
the way so his Dad could feel part of this won-
derful day. He was able to watch from his bed.

We finally were able to march.  We were 
in the second division marching with BIGS 
(Buffalo Irish Genealogical Society)  with the 
O’Brien Clan following.  They are a fun bunch 

and I can’t even begin to guess how many 
showed up.  BIGS started to participate in the 
downtown Parade in 1999 and have been in 
the Old Neighborhood Parade since 2001. The 
first year Donna and Jim Shine and I started 
out just riding in a car downtown and thought 
it would be more fun to march so after that we 
always had a marching unit.

Our group starts at South Park Avenue 
and St. Stephen’s Place and after one block 
turns left on Elk Street.  Kevin mentioned he 
thought it was the biggest crowd he has seen 
at this corner.  John and Kevin carried the 
flags, and as soon as we turned the corner I 
see my Daughter jump into the Parade to give 
her cousin John a hug.  Ellen joined us and the 
next thing I know their cousin Jim Graham, Jr. 
is hugging John.  I wave to Jim and after an-
other few blocks Ellen is jumping out to greet 
another few cousins, Sean and Annmarie Bro-
gan. She rejoined us and marched with us until 
she had to leave.  I love this parade as we know 
so many people, enjoying the holiday.

Next we turn left again on Elk Street and the 
crowd swells.  Lots of noise and a sea of green 
greets us.  We pass old St. Stephen”s  (later 
called St. Clair’s) Church and I hear someone 
yelling.  It is my friend Charlene Black and her 
friends.  Up the bridge we go.  This is a windy 
spot, but such fun.  We are now in the Ward.  
As we enter this part of South Park Ave. the 
crowd gets much bigger.  There is my Son Tom 

waving in front of Undergrounds Coffee  (This 
used to be a Funeral Parlor).  Their are Fire 
Engines ahead of us and they are sounding off.  
We take a left turn onto Hamburg St.  Now the 
memories come flooding back.  This is home 
turf.  I think about the people who used to live 
here and how many times I walked along this 
stretch.  I pass where Donna Mann Burley 
lived.  Her twin Mickey Mann usually watches 
from here.  Next I see Mary Ann Higgins and 
her family.  I must call her soon.  Such a dear 
friend.  Along we go and I see Lorry  ( Mann) 
Lukomski and tell Julie how she is related to 
Julie’s Grandmother.

Now we get to the corner of O’Connell Ave. 
where we used to turn.  The crowd has really 
swelled.  We wave at friends and strangers 
alike.  The Irish are a friendly bunch.  Next 
along the route is Gene McCarthy’s with tons 
and tons of people cheering.  I look over to 
the new balcony at the Barrel Factory and it is 
mobbed with people. As we cross the tracks I 
can see our museum.  As we pass I see Sue and 
Helen waving.  

Next turn is South Street.  I grew up at 146 
South Street and the house is no longer there 
but we stop and bow to the house that occu-
pies the property.  Our house was occupied 
by family from 1860 until my Mother moved 
to South Buffalo about 1980.  On our left is 
the Lake and Rail Elevator and the Standard 
Elevator.  The Buffalo River winds along in 
front of the elevators and my memories are all 
over the place.  This is where my family were 
so involved with the Mutual Rowing Club for 
years.

Coming to the end of the Parade.  We finish 
at Louisiana St. and South St., but continue to 
Ohio St. to take some pictures.  Kevin spots 
some large rocks and thinks that is the place 
for the pictures.  We line up and Kevin stands 
on his head as he has done all over the world. 

I greet Carolyn Lopez who is a parade mar-
shal and then I hear my name being called.  
Theresa Bouquard is with a friend and I stop to 
inquire about her Mother, Doris who has been 
a fixture in the Ward for years. 

Time for me to head back to the museum 
and have my lunch and get my car.  The end 
of a beautiful day and I am so glad to have 
been privileged enough to march once again 
and celebrate the wearing of the Green.

I Love March
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Can a local festival be both popular and 
unknown to Western New Yorkers? It 
can if it’s the Niagara Celtic Heritage 
Festival! This charming event is held 
every year in Northern Niagara County, 
and if you haven’t visited before then 
mark your calendars now: September 17 
& 18.
For many Niagara Celtic is a hidden gem, 
a family-friendly affair that celebrates 
amazing heritage, history and fantasy in 
a way that’s reminiscent of the carnivals 
and fairs of yester-year. The festival 
is packed with non-stop entertainment 
and hands-on fun, all sheltered within 
trees and surrounded by a breathtaking 
view of Lake Ontario. Once you arrive 
you’ll instantly feel magic in the air. 
We’re not kidding! It’s an indescribable 
atmosphere, created out of an amazingly 
diverse crowd surrounded by so many 
new experiences and fun they can’t help 
but smile and get swept away.
There is a wonderful array of Irish, 
Scottish and Welsh foods, artisans, 

performers, craftsmen, animals, 
historical re-enactors and more. Guests 
can shop, dine, listen to music, cheer on 
athletes, learn to swordfi ght, see animal 
demos, explore the popular kid’s corner, 
attend classes…the list goes on and on. 
“You really have to see the festival to 
understand how amazing it is,” explains 
one of the festival’s Associate Directors, 
Vicki Banks. “Every year we have new 
guests join us that are stunned…they 
can’t believe such a unique and wonderful 
festival exists in their ‘backyard’.”
Visiting their website, NiagaraCeltic.
com, you can get a sense at how big 
and broad the festival is. Photos include 
guests enjoying a vast variety of 
entertainment. MacFarlane’s Company is 
one of a handful of groups that have been 
attending since 2001. Based in Ohio, they 
offer hands-on learning, including the 
chance for children to become soldiers 
and battle the British. Longtime member 
Karen Wood has attended since the fi rst 
year.  “I love the many folks who say 

‘My kids played your games at the 1st 
or 2nd [Niagara Celtic] festival and now 
they are in college or have little ones of 
their own!’”
We also believe one of the most 
important parts of their festival is their 
hard-working team of volunteers; nearly 
500 people contribute their talent and 
skills to help make sure guests have a 
wonderful time. To have such a large 
body of volunteers is rare for a modern 
non-profi t, and we can’t help but believe 
that mysterious ‘festival magic’ has 
something to do with it.
Save the Dates: the 16th Niagara Celtic 
Heritage Festival is on Sept. 17 & 18 
in Olcott, NY, which is less than an 
hour drive from Buffalo, Niagara Falls 
and Rochester. There’s also plenty of 
accommodations nearby if you visit for 
the weekend (different events happen 
each day so it’s worth staying). Pre-Sale 
tickets, VIP packages and even special 
discounts are available at NiagaraCeltic.
com; kids 12 & under are free, and there 

is also free parking. 
Of course one way for the festival to be 
memorable is to get in FREE! Visit their 
website by August 26th for a chance to 
win ticket packages- they’re drawing 
6 winners and the contest is open to 
everyone 14 and older.
**TIME AND MONEY SAVING TIP!! 
The festival’s Ticket Booth is always 
busy every year, though the staff works 
hard to process people as fast as possible. 
We recommend not wasting time 
standing in line by ordering your tickets 
online. The system is easy to use, and 
you’ll save money by ordering before 
Labor Day. Irish Times Readers can use 
the special Promo Code: TIMESLOVE 
and save 5% off your order- good until 
9/10! So this year while others stand in a 
long, sunny or windy line, you’ll already 
be enjoying the concerts, shopping, 
food…and everything else you love 
about Niagara Celtic! 
*Photo credit is to Wayne Peters for all 
our photos

The Daughters of Erin had a very 
successful year and although we have a 
summer break from business meetings 
there are festivals and events are on 
our “to do” list. The annual Calendar 
Luncheon, our largest fundraiser, was 
held in May and all 200 plus ladies 
had a wonderful time and enjoyed the 
beautifully decorated tables, lunch and 
the Chinese Auction under the expertise 
of our chairperson Bonnie O’Hara. This 
affords us the opportunity to continue 
our charitable donations throughout the 
year.
Our June meeting began with the 
beautiful candlelit Initiation Ceremony 
for new members. Renee Leiser 
did a wonderful job planning our 

ceremony and delicious catered dinner 
that followed. We welcomed 8 new 
members this year and congratulate 
MaryJo Beltrami, Sheila Fitzpatrick, 
Jacqueline Krupczyk, Mary Lynch, 
Elaine McAllister, Patricia Seiner, 
Caroline Spoth and Kristine Werner 
who were sworn in by Past National 
President Meme Riedy. A short business 
meeting led by President Rosemary 
Davis reminded us of the events the 
summer has in store for us.
The Knights of Equity 3rd Degree and 
Ladies of Kincora will host the annual 
“Antless Picnic” on Wednesday July 27 
from 5 – 8pm in the Claddagh Room 
of the Buffalo Irish Center. The event is 
open to all members, family and friends 

and features hamburgers, hot dogs, 
homemade salads, desserts and door 
prizes for adults and children. Tickets 
are only $10 for adults and $5 for 
children 10 years and younger and are 
available by calling Knights of Equity 
3rd Degree President Charlie McSwain 
at 860-2491 or can be purchased at 
the door the evening of the event. All 
proceeds benefi t our scholarship fund.
The Knights of Equity and Daughters 
of Erin National Convention will take 
place October 7th and 8th hosted by 
Pittsburgh Court 9 at the Marriott in 
Cranberry Township, PA. Meetings 
and renewing friendships will highlight 
the weekend and we know it will be 
a great time with our friends from 

Court 9 and Detroit Court 6. Robin 
Messenger, Court 5 Buffalo, will be 
sworn in as National President, so this 
will be a memorable weekend for all in 
attendance.
If you are Catholic and of Irish descent, 
over 18 years of age and would like to 
join our organization, contact President 
Rosemary Davis at 648-1589. Our 
meetings are the third Wednesday of 
each month (except July, August and 
December) at 7pm in the Buffalo Irish 
Center.
Have a safe, happy and fun summer!

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS

Closer Than You Realize: A Hidden Adventure along Lake Ontario
Finding Annual Celtic Fun at Olcott Beach

Daughters of Erin
by Meme RiedyBuffalo Irish Times -  3  - July /August Edition 2016
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Buffalo Commemorates the 100th Anniversary 
of the Fenian Invasion of 1866

by William Butler
During the early morning of June 1, 1866, 
Colonel John O’Neill, a member of the Fenian 
Brotherhood from Nashville, Tennessee led 
a combined force of Irish-American Civil 
War veterans from Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Buffalo, New York to invade 
British North America (now Canada) with 
the objective of seizing the Welland Canal 
and holding Canada hostage until the British 
government recognized the freedom of the 
Irish people.  In the dark of night, between 500 
and 800 men were ferried across the Niagara 
River from the docks of the Pratt Ironworks 
which is now Tow Path Park at the foot of 
Hertel Avenue.  After decisively defeating 
Canadian militia and the Queen’s Own Rifl es 
in battles at Ridgeway and Fort Erie, O’Neill 
and his men were forced to retreat as their lines 
of supplies and reinforcements were cut off 
by US Army General George Meade and the 
USS Michigan.  One hundred and fi fty years 
later, this herculean effort was respectfully 
remembered by commemorative events 
sponsored by the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
(AOH), Erie County Division 1 and Black 
Rock Historical Society.
 On June 3, a traditional Irish Hooley was 
held in the Emerald Room of the Buffalo 
Irish Center where guests were treated to 
musical selections from the “Fenian Songster” 
performed by Rush the Growler.  Appropriate 
pomp and circumstance was also provided by 
the Erie County Sheriff’s Pipes and Drums.  
President Tom Lambert of the AOH welcomed 
the guests and introduced NYS Senator and 
special guest of honor Consul General of 
Ireland in New York Barbara Jones.  Mr. 
Kennedy described the importance of the 
Fenian invasion not only from the perspective 
of Buffalo history, but also because of its 
signifi cance to both Canadian confederation 
and Irish independence.  He acknowledged 

the year 2016 as the sesquicentennial of the 
invasion of 1866, in addition to the centennial 
of the Easter Rising of 1916 – a fact that has not 
been lost on historians.  Ms. Jones expressed 
her gratitude to the Buffalo Irish Center for 
their work in preserving and celebrating Irish 
culture in the United States.  Not only did she 
recognize the Fenian soldiers who took up arms 
for the cause of Irish independence, but also 
the women who “scrubbed fl oors and opened 
doors” as domestic servants and selfl essly gave 
their precious pennies and dimes to fund the 
struggle for freedom.  
In an historic reenactment, Raymond Ball, 
Sr. of the Buffalo 7th Regiment, Irish Army 
of Liberation commanded the center fl oor 
of the Emerald Room and “mustered the 
troops” to “organize Companies, Battalions 
and Regiments in the City of Buffalo for the 
army of the Irish Republic.”  After his call 
to arms, the Fenian Sisterhood presented 
the replica fl ag which was originally carried 
by their brethren into battle in 1866.  These 
“Sisters” represented the wives, daughters 
and sweethearts of the Fenian soldiers who 
historically helped raise money for the Fenian 
Brotherhood through fancy balls and picnics.  
Today, the original fl ag, with its gold sunburst 
and border on a fi eld of green, is curated at the 
Buffalo History Museum but unfortunately has 
become greatly deteriorated and is no longer 
available for public viewing.
On June 4, the historic Black Rock community 
hosted a formal procession from Amherst 
Street along Niagara Street to the Fenian 
Invasion of 1866 monument at Tow Path 
Park.  Before stepping off, the Buffalo 7th 
Regiment provided a “Living History” 
presentation of a Civil War-era encampment at 
Market Square which gave local residents and 
visitors alike the opportunity to “inspect the 
troops.”  Accompanied by City Councilman 

Joe Golombek and City Comptroller Mark 
Schroeder, Grand Marshalls Consul General 
of Ireland Jones and Senator Kennedy led 
units representing the AOH, Buffalo Fenians 
Gaelic Football Club, Erie County Sheriff’s 
Pipes and Drums, Niagara Celtic Festival, and 
Black Rock Historical Society.  After arriving 
at the monument, Tom Callaghan began the 
ceremony with an opening prayer for the brave 
Irish-American soldiers who sacrifi ced so 
much for the cause of freedom for all Ireland.   
With the scenic backdrop of the blue waters 
of the Niagara and green shoreline of Canada, 
Kate Schroeder sang touching renditions of 
both the Irish and US national anthems. 
After the anthems, Mr. Kennedy addressed the 
crowd by fi rst thanking the individuals and 
organizations who were responsible for the 
planning and sponsorship the commemorative 
events.  He also respectfully remembered the 
Irish-Americans who placed themselves in 
harm’s way for the cause of Irish freedom.  
Only one year prior, these courageous men had 
fought the bloodiest war in US history; yet the 
fi ght for the independence of Ireland was so 
vital that they did not hesitate to take up arms 
once again for their homeland.  Recognizing 
the achievements that the Fenian Invasion had 
gained for both Ireland and Canada, Ms. Jones 
acknowledged the long fi ght for Irish freedom 
and the men and women who sacrifi ced all 
they had to achieve it.  Despite this at times 
deadly struggle, she emphasized that the fl ag 
of the Republic is truly a fl ag of peace.  From 
the Rising of 1848 to the Easter Rising of 1916 
and beyond, the green represents Ireland’s 
Gaelic tradition with the orange representing 
the followers of William of Orange.  Most 
importantly, the white of the “Irish tricolour” 
signifi es the lasting truce between the “Green” 
and the “Orange.”  
AOH Brothers Kevin Lafferty and Jim O’Brien 

explained how the invasion rekindled the fi res 
of freedom as a direct forebear to Padraig 
Pearse’s legendary graveside oration for the 
famous Fenian Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa 
and of course the Easter Rising of 1916.  In 
solemn remembrance, Mr. Lambert recited the 
names of the Fenian patriots who were killed 
during the Battles of Ridgeway and Fort Erie 
in 1866.  Following a memorial three-volley 
musket salute by the Buffalo 7th Regiment, 
Irish Army of Liberation, Raymond Ball, Jr. 
played taps in honor of the fallen.  Ms. Jones 
and Mr. Kennedy then ceremoniously carried a 
fl oral wreath from the monument and placed it 
on the waters of the Niagara where the Fenian 
soldiers had crossed 150 years ago.  In a fi nal 
gesture of respect, the historic Fireboat Edward 
M. Cotter arched a symbolic water salute from 
its powerful pumps and turrets.
After the ceremony, the Black Rock Historical 
Society hosted a reception at their museum 
at 1902 Niagara Street.  Amid displays 
representing the Black Rock, Riverside, West 
Hertel and Grant-Amherst communities, guests 
enjoyed light refreshments including a special 
craft brew that was tapped just for the occasion 
by Community Beer Works – an Irish red amber 
ale named Céad Mile Fáilte.  Guests were 
also privileged to have the opportunity to talk 
with Irish scholars and authors including Dr. 
Bridgette Slavin (Professor of Celtic Studies, 
Medaille College), Tim Bohen (author of 
Against the Grain), Dr. Tim Madigan (Director 
of Irish Studies Program, St. John Fisher 
College) and Dr. David Doolan (lecturer/tutor 
and author of Transnational Revolutionaries, 
The Fenian Invasion of Canada, 1866).

Proud ofBeing

IRISH & 
CATHOLIC

Located In The Buffalo Irish Center

Join The 

ANCIENT
ORDER of 

HIBERNIANS
Contact Tom Lambert (716) 796-7687

By: St Pat’s Club

It has been a busy and fes-
tive few months for Saint Pat-
rick’s Irish American Club.  We 
started in February with the an-
nual Saint Brigid’s Party.  This 
year the unsung heroes award 
went to Marian Betrus and her 
sister Eileen Sendor.  Marian 
and Eileen are the daughters of 
Mary Ellen Crotty and the late 
Jim Crotty.  Marian and Eileen 
have been lifelong members of 
our Saint Pat’s Club, past sec-
retaries of the club and it would 
be very hard to think of a club 
event that they have not sup-
ported over the years. Annually 
they make sure the banner of 
Saint Patrick’s Irish American 
Club is displayed in the Saint 
Patrick’s Day Parade along 

with a contingent of friends. 
They are past scholarship win-
ners of the club who have main-
tained their support of us.  The 
Saint Brigid’s party brought out 
the best in party pieces led by 
Nellie Moran and a thank you 
goes to Kathleen Masterson for 
chairing the event.

Our most important event of 
the year was next with the true 
celebration of Saint Patrick’s 
Day, Mass.  Saint Patrick’s 
Irish American Club is proud 
to continue this tradition.  The 
Claddagh Room of the Buf-
falo Irish Center was filled to 
capacity on March 17th.  Fa-
ther David Richards celebrated 
Mass and music was provided 
by Kindred.  Please join us next 
year.

The next day, our club 

marched in the Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade on Delaware Av-
enue along with the Fenians 
Irish Football team.  Our ban-
ner was again handled by Ei-
leen Sendor.

The newest family event for 
Saint Patrick’s Irish American 
Club was “Pancakes with the 
Easter Bunny” on Saturday, 
March 24th. Grandparents, 
parents and children filled the 
Claddagh Room.  A coloring 
contest, breakfast and visits and 
pictures with the Easter Bunny 
completed the festivities.

Saint Patrick’s Irish Ameri-
can Club meetings are the first 
Friday of the month at 7:30PM 
at the Buffalo Irish Center, 
stop in and visit with friends or 
make new friends.

St. Patrick’s Irish 
American Club

2018 St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade

The following is a list of this 
year’s winning entries:

Bishop Malone Trophy - Best Theme Float   
Rince na Tiarna 

Bishop Timon Trophy - Best Float Outside of Theme
ECMC

Bishop Grosz Trophy - Best Catholic Group float
Saint Mark’s

Bishop Kmiec Trophy - Best Youth Float
Clann na Cara Irish Dance

Bishop McNulty Trophy - Best Pipe Band
Greater Buffalo Firefighters Pipes & Drums

Overall Best Marching Unit
Blackthorn Club

Best Youth School Marchers 
Rince na Tiarna

Best Mixed Irish Club Marchers
Town O Tonawanda Irish Club

Best Irish Men’s Marchers
Amherst Gaelic League

Best Irish Women Marchers
Daughters of Erin
Best Senior Band
Kelley’s Heroes
Best Youth Band

South Park High School Band
Best Veteran Marchers 

US Navy Seabees
Best Catholic Organization Marchers

Knights of St John
Best Fire Department Marchers

Buffalo Fire Department & Fir Doitean
Best Law Enforcement Marchers 

New York State Police
Best Scout Marchers 

Boy Scouts Troop #42
Best Labor Organization Marchers

Ironworkers Local #6
Best Patriotic Entry

Jeff Jahn
Best Marching Group with animals

WNY Irish Setters

The 2019 Saint Patrick’s Day Parade will be Sunday, March 17th.  To obtain 
entry or information, please visit our website at BuffaloStPatricksDayParade.

com or email at UIAAparade@aol.com   Telephone 716-875-0282

through traditionally 
Irish neighborhoods decid-
ed it was time to move the 
parade to the Main Street of 
Buffalo.  The contributions 
of the Irish to Buffalo and 
Western New York would 
be displayed in honor of 
Saint Patrick.  Continuing 
this tradition is an honor.  
In 1981 with the closing of 
Main Street to traffic, the 
Parade was moved to one 
of the premier streets of the 
City – Delaware Avenue.

A sincere thank you is 
extended to the division 
sponsors and contributors 
who provided the financial 
support needed to continue 
this great tradition.  Spec-
trum News provided both 
live coverage and tape de-
layed airings of the Parade.  

Please check out our 
website BuffaloStPatricks-
DayParade.com for addi-
tional pictures of the 2018 
Parade.  Keep up to date 
with Saint Patrick’s Day 
Parade news and events 
on Facebook at BFLOSt-
Patricks or on Twitter @ 
BFLOStPatricks

Awards ceremony for the 
winning units judged by the 
NY-Penn Judging Associa-
tion takes place on Sunday, 
April 8, 2018 at the Buffalo 
Irish Center.  

Continued from pg. 1

BUFFALOIRISHTIMES
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by Mary DeGrood, 
Class of 1947

The usual 5 year timing 
was too long to wait so we did 
it every year. Lila Bean Ryan 
was the organizer in June, 
2018 when we met for our 
70th year party at JJ’s White 
Elephant on Abbott Road. It 
was a great party and we hope 
is not our last get-together.

The South Park  
Class of 1947

Seated, Row 1: Theresa Zielinski, Mary Sedita, Ruth Zwilling LaBelle,Lois Griffith Ray
Seated, Row 2: Bill Key, Marie Moracci Reardon, Joan Settlecowski Kezman, Marg Delehanty Ryan, Bill Ryan, 

Millie Boyle Henault
Standing: Frank Szumigala, Don Flynn, Shirley Strickland McCracken, June Sworobuk, Bill O’Connell, Lila Bean 

Ryan, Paul Ryan, Janet Lindbloom Gantz, Marg Healy O’Brien, Marg DeGrood, Flo Gavel Grey
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Come listen to Dr. John Sheehan unfold the 
pageant of Irish History from its shape shift-
ing days of Druid mystics and Celtic warriors, 
-down through the influence of St. Patrick’s 
missionary calling in a particularly Celtic 
form of Christianity.

Realize how the Viking raids ironically 
leavened civilization into the Irish, and-how 
the crusading zeal of the Anglo-Normans 
transformed Ireland into a medieval Catholic 
community. 

The rift between Catholic and Protestant 
during the Reformation, which pitted Eng-
land, in a desperate struggle to subdue Ireland, 
against Spain and France who half-heartedly 
attempted to aid the Irish, must be analyzed 
in the long struggle to win independence in 

a land that had briefly become the strategic 
center of the Atlantic world, a world in which 
European imperialism was incubated. 

Understand how the Irish belatedly realized 
that independence was only to be wrought by 
their own, church, economy, government, and 
resources that eventually crystallized in the 
Sinn Fein movement and the IRA.

 Dr. John Sheehan received his doctorate 
from St. John’s University in Queens, New 
York.  He teaches history and anthropology 
at Tompkins Cortland Community College, 
SUNY Cortland, and Lemoyne College. He 
has visited Ireland often and has led a Study 
Abroad to Ireland for the last ten years. He has 
published half a dozen scholarly articles and 
three books.

BIC Speaker Series:  
September

Dr. John Sheehan
Ireland: The Laboratory of  

European Imperialism

I cannot, for the life of me,
This day, I say out loud;

Why those within a family,
Amongst their captive crowd;

Would start a raucous donnybrook,
Right on St. Paddy’s Day,

And chance that family, too ’d get hurt,
Yet, they would have their way!

As fisticuffs where flyin’, 
Without a single care,

Those standing close could not move back,
With people everywhere!

The bottles on the counter,
Flew high into the air;

Their contents, in slow motion,
Liquid, splashin’ here ‘n there!

Me brand new coat was covered,
With that smelly, sticky stuff;

I was already leavin’
‘Cuz I knew they’d had enough.

Too late, was my decision,
To remove from that affair;

As liquid drops that flew so high,
Too, landed in my hair.

The Man o’ the House, turned and grabbed
Their shoulders, in tempest heat;

An’ shoved the fighting idiots,
Well out into the street.

The Woman ‘o the House, nearby,
Forbade them to return;

I’ tis their own life lessons,
That they had better learn!

We ponder what the reasons were,
We’ll never understand;

Two family men, both full of drink,
Who, fightin’, think it’s grand!

As for meself, I make a choice,
To stay out of harm’s way;

And avoid more raucous donnybrooks
There, on St. Paddy’s Day!

St. Paddy’s Day  
Donnybrook

By: Donna M Shine

Sun., May 20, 2018 
3pm

Tim Bohen author of ‘Against the Grain’ 
will discuss the music of Chauncey Olcott-
composer of many popular Irish songs such 
as My Wild Irish Rose.  Attendees will be in-
vited to join in singing many of these songs in 
an old-fashioned sing-a-long session. 

Sun., April 29th, 2018 
3pm

Vincent O’Neill  is a much acclaimed, 
talented theatre professioal actor, director, 
producer and writer.   He is also a popular and 
capable educator; a UB professor in the The-
ater Department of the University of Buffalo.

Buffalo Irish Center
Speaker Series

On April 24th, residents of South Buffalo, West Seneca, Orchard Park, and Lackawanna will 
choose their next Assemblyman for the 142nd District, the seat vacated by Mickey Kearns last 
fall. The endorsed Democratic candidate, who has also received strong support from labor 
unions, is Patrick Burke. Burke is a husband and father, who’s raising his three children in South 
Buffalo, where he grew up. Burke has served as an Erie County Legislator for the past four years 
where he cultivated a record of being pro-labor, helping the working class by voting to cut taxes 
and promote businesses in Erie County, and making public safety a priority by being the first to 
ban plastic microbeads in the nation. Burke secured $1 million to fight the opioid epidemic in 
WNY and established the first youth concussion protocol in the nation. As a legislator, Burke 
took on powerful interests including the pharmaceutical industry to ensure our drinking water 
remained safe without passing the burden onto taxpayers. The special election to fill the 142nd 
seat will be held on April 24th. To learn more about Pat Burke, visit www.electburke.com. 

Assemblyman for 
the 142nd District
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Rince Na Tiarna dancers at the St. Patrick’s Day parade in downtown Buffalo, with Olympic Gold Medalist and Buffalo native Emily Pfalzer

Rince Na Tiarna Dancers
By  Jennifer Fecio McDougall

If you were out and about during the St. 
Patrick’s Day season, you probably saw 
Rince Na Tiarna dancers. They were busy! 
As Mary Kay Heneghan, the school’s 
founder, noted, Rince Na Tiarna’s schedule 
included more than 70 shows, as well as 
Buffalo’s two St. Patrick’s Day parades.

That’s a lot of jigs, reels, and RNT signa-
ture dances. For RNT dancers, though, it’s 
all part of the fun. “Our dancers enjoy the 
shows and parades because they’re wonder-
ful opportunities to share Irish dance with 
the community,” Heneghan explained.

Interested in  
Irish dance?

“Our dancers love when audiences are 
enthusiastic at shows. Kids sometimes get 
very excited, and they love to clap along to 
the music and applaud,” Heneghan said.

Sometimes, that excitement translates into 
interest in exploring Irish dance. RNT offers 

a Grown-up and Me class, as well as an In-
tro to Irish Dance class. They will be held 
on Mondays in April at the Buffalo Irish 
Center. There will also be an Irish dance fit-
ness class for adults. For more information 
about these or other classes, please email 
mkhrince@msn.com.

First feis and  
beyond

An Irish dance competition, or feis, can 
be a fun and exciting event for an Irish danc-
er. It’s a chance to meet other Irish dancers, 
compete, spend time with dance friends, and 
receive feedback from judges.

“For families who are new to Irish dance, 
a feis can be a little overwhelming. RNT’s 
class feis is designed to familiarize dancers 
and their families with the feis experience 
so they know what to expect,” Heneghan 
explained.

She said families receive a passport 
when they arrive at the feis; they travel the 
world of Irish dance and get their passports 

stamped along the way. “They get stamps 
when they complete an activity, such as 
visiting ‘noodles and poodles,’ where they 
learn how to curl hair and tie ghillies. We 
have trophies for Best Smile and Best Tippy 
Toe, and they are definitely a highlight of 
the day,” Heneghan said. She explained that 
the day ends with a tribute video and gift 
presentation to honor RNT’s graduating se-
niors, and she noted that the day is a favorite 
event among many dancers and parents.

Shortly after the class feis, many dancers 
will compete in the Buffalo Feis on Saturday, 
June 2 at the Hamburg Fairgrounds Event 
Center. The feis welcomes dancers, begin-
ners through champions, from throughout 
the United States and Canada, for team and 
solo competitions. The feis is sponsored by 
the Irish Cultural and Folk Art Association 
of Western New York.

Bound for  
Riverdance

Kevinah Dargan, an RNT alumna, is re-

turning to Dublin as a cast member of River-
dance. She has danced as a cast member of 
Lord of the Dance, Riverdance, and Titanic 
Dance.

“Kevinah and fellow RNT alumna Erin 
Lynch have lived the dream of Irish danc-
ing professionally. The entire RNT family 
is so proud of these young women; they 
worked hard from the time they were begin-
ners, and they made their mark in national 
and international competition. They audi-
tioned for Lord of the Dance, received roles 
in that production, and have received other 
professional roles since then,” Heneghan 
explained.

Contacting Rince 
Na Tiarna

For more information about Rince Na 
Tiarna’s classes or to book a show, please 
email mkhrince@msn.com.

TOBIN / CASEY / WILLIAMS / COL-
LINS: I am looking for the place in Ire-
land that my TOBIN ancestors came from. 
Thomas TOBIN (b. Abt 1806 Ireland and 
d. 27 Nov 1860 Buffalo-Holy Cross Cem-
etery) and his wife, Mary Ellen (nee WIL-
LIAMS, b. Abt 1818 Ireland and d. 29 Dec 
1901 Buffalo-Holy Cross Cemetery), ar-
rived in the United States about 1840. I be-
lieve they lived in the Lockport area before 
moving to Buffalo where they resided until 
their death.

   Their eldest daughter MaryAnn, b. 
Abt 1840, married Maxime CASEY in 
1860 at Our Lady of Lourdes Church. He 
was a French-Canadian. His surname was 
originally TESSIER. MaryAnn died Abt 
1866 after having two children. Her oldest 
daughter was my great-grandmother. Her 
next child was Michael. After MaryAnn 
died, Max CASEY married Elizabeth COL-
LINS and had three more children. These 
offspring all lived in the Tonawanda area. 
Any information would be greatly appreci-
ated. CONTACT: Sara Burkholder, Email: 
sa73bu@hotmail.com 

BOLAND / CLIFFORD / DOWNEY 
/ CARNEY: I am researching these fam-

ily surnames. Contact: Mary BOLAND, 
Email: maryboland@cox.net 

SHANNON / SHANAHAN / SHEEHAN 
/ McDONNELL / MEADE / MAHONEY 
/ FITZPATRICK: I am researching these 
surnames. Contact: Dorothy SHANNON, 
Email: dashannon@verizon.net 

CONLEY / McHUGH / DUFFY / NO-
LAN / O’CONNER: I am researching these 
surnames. Contact: Nancy Everard, Email: 
ncebje@roadrunner.com 

O’BRIEN:  Looking for the descendants 
of John O’BRIEN 1855 and Catherine 
“Kate COUGHLIN  1857 of Buffalo, NY 
lived on Miami St in the 1st Ward in 1880.

Children: James Sep 1876, Charles Oct 
1880, Maude Jun 1882, Frank Nov 1889, 
Julia Jun 1890 and Dennis Dec 1894 lived 
at 427 Seneca St in the 1900 Census.

Charles O’BRIEN married Josephine 
KELLEHER and lived at 198 O’Connell 
Ave with a large family.

Julia O’BRIEN married John SMITH and 
lived on North Division with a large family.

CONTACT: Kevin J O’Brien killernan-
farm@gmail.com

QUERIES
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BIGS
Buffalo Irish 

Genealogical Society

NEXT 3 REGULAR
 MEETINGS

will be in the HDC Conference Room
of the Heritage Discovery Center

100 Lee St
Buffalo, NY 14210

April 21, 2018- Saturday, 10:30-11 AM
17th Annual “Gathering of the Clans”

July 17, 2018 - Tuesday, 6:00 PM
Oct 6, 2018 - Sat @ 10:30 AM

NEXT ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
*January 19, 2019 - Saturday @ 10:30 AM 

will be in the
GAAA Irish Library
Buffalo Irish Center

245 Abbott Rd, Buffalo, NY 14220

VISIT OUR WEB SITE!

http://bigNY.webs.com
or find us on facebook
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W N Y ’ S  O R I G I N A L  I R I S H  I M P O R T  S H O P

EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR FOR 

TARA’S DIARY 
CHARMS

(FITS MOST BRACELETS)

10AM-4 PM Mon.-Sat.; 10AM-7 PM Thursday
250 Abbott Road • Buffalo, NY • (716) 825-6700

www.taragiftshoppe.com

For Membership Information Call
Skip Sommer 716-812-0538 • skipsommer@gmail.com

The Illustrated Life of Michael Collins by 
Colm Connolly is a short multipictured look 
at the brief but important life of Michael 
Collins.  A hero of the 1916 revolt, he was 
assassinated during the civil war, which 
followed the establishment of the Irish Free 
State.

Readers looking for an in-depth biography 
of his life will not fi nd it in this work.  What 
you will fi nd is a very readable glimpse into 
the life of  “The Big Fellow,” as many called 
him.  

Michael Collins was a man of many gifts.  
While his formal education ended at the 
local National School, he acquired a love of 
books and learning from his father at an early 
age.  At the age of six his father died. Young 
Michael continued learning from his family 
and members of the community.  During this 
time he developed a knowledge and love of 
Ireland, its history and a fi erce devotion for 
Irish independence.

Michael was also gifted with good looks and 
guile.  These talents helped him in personal 
relationships and in establishing a stunningly 
successful spy ring.  His use of “G” men and 
operatives such as the “Twelve Apostles” 
proved very useful in dealing with the far 
superior British Army.

Although a brief work, The Illustrated Life 
of Michael Collins gives the reader a real 

feel for the man who served Ireland so well 
during these desperate times.  On his father’s 
deathbed, “he pointed to Michael junior and 
said to the assembled family: ‘Mind that 
child.  He’ll be a great man yet and will do 
things for Ireland.’”

As always, visitors are welcome to use 
the library.  Presently, hours are the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7 PM and 
by appointment. Please contact me fi rst as 
there is an Irish language class being held in 
the library at that time.  I may be reached 
at:  716-873-1078 or jjeboyle@yahoo.com.  
Volunteers are always welcome and we are 
still looking for book club members.

Gems from the Library
Jim Boyle

10 Family History Questions 
to Ask Your Grandparents

When researching your family history, one of the greatest resources at your disposal are 
your living relatives. Your grandparents and other older relatives may just be your closest 
connection to earlier generations of your family.
When your grandparents pass, their knowledge and memories of your family’s history 
disappear forever.
Interviewing your elderly relatives now is not only great for capturing and preserving their 
stories for future generations, but also a wonderful way to get to know them better.
Here are some questions to ask your grandparents before it’s too late:
1. What were the names and birthdates of your siblings, parents and grandparents? Did any of 
them have nicknames?
2. When and where were you born? Did your parents share any stories with you about that day?
3. What is your earliest childhood memory? Happiest? Saddest?
4. What was your childhood like? What did you enjoy doing for fun?
5. What was school like for you growing up? Where did you go to school?
6. When and how did you meet grandpa/grandma?
7. Who was the oldest relative you remember as a child?
8. What did you want to be when you grew up? What jobs did you have?
9. What events most impacted your life growing up?
10. What would you say is your proudest achievement?

Thomas W. Carroll Ancient Order 
of Hibernians Division One and the 

Black Rock Historical Society

Recently worked together to mark the 150th 
Anniversary of the Fenian Invasion of 
Canada from Buffalo in 1866 at the Fenian 
Monument.  This commemoration also 
marked the 5th Annual commemoration 
of the Fenian Invasion by the AOH at the 
actual site of the Fenian Invasion along 
the Niagara River in Towpath Park.  The 
commemoration was the culmination of 
events on Friday June 3rd and Saturday 
June 4th, 2016.  A Hooley was held at the 
Buffalo Irish Center on Friday.  Saturday’s 
events included a Parade down Niagara 
Street to the Fenian Monument and a 
very moving ceremony at the Monument, 
attended by almost one hundred individuals, 

including the Consul General of Ireland, 
Barbara Jones, local dignitaries including 
New York State Senator Tim Kennedy, City 
of Buffalo Comptroller, Mark Schroeder 
and many members of the AOH and the 
Black Rock Historical Society.  The day’s 
events concluded with a reception at the 
Black Rock Historical Society Museum.  
The weekend’s events not only helped to 
honor an important event in the history 
of Buffalo, but also helped to honor those 
brave individuals who also served to inspire 
the Easter Rising in Ireland fi fty years later!  
Tom Lambert, AOH NYS Secretary and 
AOH Division One President

NYS Senator, Tim Kennedy; AOH Member Larry Ginnane; Irish Consul 
General, Barbara Jones;  AOH NYS Secretary and Division One President, 
Tom Lambert; AOH Standing Committee Chairman, Jim O’Brien; AOH Vice 
President Kevin Lafferty, AOH Member Patrick Krey; AOH Financial Secretary, 
Tom Callaghan and AOH Member Bill Butler.

Clann Na Cara
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GENEALOGY
Family Research

Guidelines to untangling your roots

Donna M. Shine
6350 Scherff Road, Orchard Park NY 14127

(716) 662-1164
dmshine@aol.com

by Donna M Shine

So, there I sat with conflicting information! 
How was I linked as “4th – 6th cousins” on 
AncestryDNA.com to J.L. who was admin-
istered by Sue Tucker? Frustration has never 
been a deterrent for me. I just simply had 
to find the missing variable to complete the 
equation and help Jody Lin Littlefield find her 
adoptive family somewhere within my own 
family tree. 

Had I been able to properly decipher the 
1930 relationship of Henry HOLT, whom I 
had incorrectly listed as Dorothy Margaret’s 
father, to Dorothy, I would have noticed the 
word “step” above the listing of “daughter”. I 
thought it was just smudged script that dipped 
from the upper line to the lower line. Years 
ago, when I first started researching this line, 
the old film viewer was not able to zoom in 
large enough to decipher as it is now on to-
day’s computers…and so, that little word 
“step” had been missed…the missing vari-
able!

1930-Salt Lake City, Utah

As this was only my great-grandmother’s 
brother’s family, I entered what I could at the 
time, with the technology available back in 
the 1990s and left it at that.

From the 1910 US Federal Census of 
Park City, Utah, I had proven that Annie 
MULCAHY, sometimes Ann or Anne, was 
the daughter of John MULCAHY (some-
times MULCAHEY), and Bridget DEVINNY 
(sometimes DEVENNEY), along with the 
first son William, who was named after John’s 

father William of Dualla, Tipperary…as was 
the old Irish custom for naming patterns. Also, 
there were siblings of Patrick (known as “Pat-
sey”), Eugene (also known as “Owen”), Mar-
garet (known as “Maggie”), Daniel, John, and 
Katherine. 

Annie MULCAHY, being the second born 
daughter, was named after her father John’s 
mother, Anne SHEE (sometimes SHEA or 
O’SHEA), of Ballingarry, Tipperary, also 
named according to the old traditional Irish 
naming patterns.

1910-Park City, Utah

That was all the information I had in my 
family tree on Dorothy for many, many 
years…until NOW! What baffles me is that I 
had her listed as Dorothy Margaret, yet I can-
not find a document with that middle name in 
my Ancestry.com tree. It may have been pro-
vided by a cousin I had contacted in Salt Lake 
City years ago. Well, thank goodness that I did 
enter it, because the double name truly rang 
the bell!

Now, between the two census records of 
1910 and 1930, I noticed I was missing the 

1920 US Federal Census for Dorothy Mar-
garet and her mother, Annie. Dorothy was 
born in 1918 and should have been found eas-
ily enough, but wasn’t in my tree…yet! The 
surname of HOLZ always made me question 
it  because I used to have a coworker by the 
surname of HOLTZ, and I always felt there 
was something missing in Dorothy’s surname. 
I just thought it was the letter “L”.

With butterflies in my stomach, I had a no-
tion to “edit” Dorothy’s surname of HOLZ 
and replace it with the possible surname of 
LOWRY to see what happens. My wildest 
wish materialized! Up popped the 1920 cen-

sus  record showing both Dorothy and her 
mother living under the roof of her parents, 
John and Bridget MULCAHY, under the 
surname of LOWRY! Good HEAVENS!! 
This was it! I found the key to unlock a total 
stranger, yet a family member, to her rightful 
ancestors! HOW DO I BREAK THE NEWS?

1920-Salt Lake City, Utah

Quickly, I fired off a text to Jody’s sister-in-
law, Sue Tucker, who was the administrator of 
Jody Lin’s DNA on Ancestry.com.

dmshine
Mar 15, 2017
Sue, Tell Jody I found her marriage record 

on Ancestry to David Lynn YOUNG but did 
not feel it was my place to inform her that her 
mother passed in 1994. But, for St. Patrick’s 
Day, her lineage is: 
Jody Lin LITTLEFIELD 
dau. of Dorothy Margaret LOWREY, who 
was 
dau. of Anna MULCAHY b. 1898 in Lead-
ville, Co, who was  
dau. of John Joseph MULCAHEY b. 25 Aug 
1863 in Crohane Lower, Co. Tipperary (& 
Bridget DEVENNY of Donegal), who was 
son of William MULCAHY b. 1845 in 
Thurlesbeg near the Rock of Cashel (& Anna 
O’SHEA of Ballingarry-namesake of 1898 
Anna), Tipperary. 
For some reason, the family I had contacted 
years ago thought that the father of John 
Joseph was Francis, but I have the documen-
tation of birth records going back to prove all 
this and have visited the ancestral townland 6 
times since 1999. 

It was two days before St. Patrick’s Day 
2017, and I felt I had to reach Jody before 
then! I could NOT wait for a reply! I had to 
do something to let her know why she has so 
much Irish DNA and to give her what she has 
been looking for over ten years…lost FAM-
ILY!

The Importance of Lateral Research:  
Part-5 Play Your Hunches!

The Buffalo Irish Genealogical Society, 
BIGS, is very proud to announce the public 
release of an index they created based on ac-
tual employee cards of the New York Central 
Railroad. 

A collection of discarded cards, represent-
ing 4,654 employees, were rescued from the 
Buffalo Central Terminal by members of the 
Western New York Railway Historical So-
ciety, 100 Lee St, Buffalo, NY (http://www.
trainweb.org/wnyrhs/index.htm), the owners 
of the physical collection. BIGS’ public 
index is a shortened version and is available 
for public viewing on http://bigsny.webs.
com  Excerpts below are of Irish interest. All 
nationalities are included in the main index. 

Information on cost and how to obtain cop-
ies of the actual card is as follows:

1.) $20/employee card/page copy ($25 for 
a color copy)

An additional $2/backside of card/page 
and/or each additional related card. Some 
employees have 4-10 cards each. ($3 for 
color copies)

 *EMAILED copies available. 
(Same prepaid charges apply.)

*On site Downloads would be performed 
by BIGS volunteers on YOUR device. (Same 
charges apply)

2.) Payment by check or money order (In 
person, cash would be accepted and a receipt 

given at that time.) ALL payments to be 
PREPAID before copies are made. 

 
Payable to: 

BIGS Memo: RR copies

Send to: BIGS Record Request
Heritage Discovery Center

100 Lee St
Buffalo, NY 14210 

 

BIGS Releases NEW YORK CENTRAL 
RAILROAD Index-2

RESEARCH INQUIRIES: bigs.hdc@gmail.com   (no phone requests!)
     

Conditions:
· PUBLICATION: Patrons wishing to use scanned photographic images from the collection must seek permission 

first. A user fee is charged per image for one-time use and is established on a case by case basis. 
· COPYRIGHT: The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, US Code) governs the reproduction of copy-

righted material. Requestors assume all responsibility for any considerations pertaining to copyright infringement that 
may arise in the use of the reproduction(s). 

· PRINTS: Unless specified otherwise, all photos will be actual size. 
· SHIPPING: Shipping rates may be higher for out of country orders. 

· QUESTIONS: Email bigs.hdc@gmail.com 
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Joseph Xavier Martin
 
Easter was always a special time for us 

growing up in a Catholic household. New 
Clothes and a week-long buildup of religious 
events had us on edge into the grand finale, 
Easter Sunday. Everyone put on their best 
“church clothes” and paraded in and out of 
God’s Home like they do in a New York City 
Fashion show.

It also meant the end of the Lenten season 
and a return to eating whatever treats you had 
“given up” during Lent. We were never re-
ally clear about that whole murky business, 
of “giving things up.” But, you needed what-
ever brownie points you could amass during 
Lent to atone for the many infractions com-
mitted during the rest of the year.

Easter Sunday also meant a grand dinner 
in the afternoon, with relatives and friends 
invited. Ham was the most popular entrée, 
but the side dishes were both varied and deli-

cious. A “butter lamb,” from the Broadway 
market, was a necessary addition. We ate 
with youthful abandon, enjoying the plenty 
that the post Lenten feast provided.

And then of course, there was the whole 
tradition of dyed eggs, chocolate bunnies 
and eggs to gladden the heart of every child. 
We never really gave much thought to this 
whole business, just accepted it as one of 
those things that you did every spring around 
Easter.

It was only later in life that I began to 
wonder what all this bunny stuff was all 
about. What did Easter bunnies have to do 
with the grand passion and crucifixion of Je-
sus Christ? Well, nothing actually as I was 
later to find out. It seems that in the Ger-
manic countries, the custom arose in the mid 
1600’s. Folklore had it that an Easter Hare 
would arrive the night before the holiday. If 
children were found to have been good, he 
left dyed eggs and delicacies. Does this yarn 
sound familiar?

To those of Hibernian descent, it is a time 
to remember the 1916 “Easter Rising” in 
Eire. It was a brave but futile exposition of 
nationhood, put on my men and women who 
knew it was but one more “beau geste” in the 
long process that would one day free Eire 
forever. Some like to describe it as a failed 
event brought on by poor communication 
and missed opportunities. But, I don’t think 
so. Clark, Pearse, Connelly and others were 
all hard as nails revolutionaries, tempered in 
the steel of British Prisons, not starry-eyed 
idealists playing at rebellion. These men 
knew that afterwards, their lives were for-
feit. They must have hoped that their grand 
gesture would galvanize the Republic, and 
so it did. From the ashes of their graves rose 
the soaring Phoenix of a New Eire that in a 
few short years would become a nation once 
again, after some seven hundred years of 
captivity. Bless these men and women for 
their grand gesture at the rising of the moon.

Like most holidays, numerous cultures 

had added on their own traditions over the 
years, until Easter became a mishmash of 
bunny hopping, along side of many other 
traditions and the grand–passion of Christ. It 
all seemed normal to us at the time. Children 
rarely question physical and temporal anom-
alies. They just rock and roll with the “now,” 
enjoying the day and all the wonderful things 
that it brought to them.

And maybe the kids have it right. So now, 
I watch “The Greatest Story Ever told,” “Ben 
Hur,” “Michael Collins” and a few other 
classics, depicting the full panoply of time 
and events now long past, while munching 
on a few chocolate eggs and thinking about 
the best clothes to wear to Easter Mass on 
Sunday. And if the history and traditions get 
a little mixed up, so what! All the other holi-
day celebrations are as equally confusing and 
Eire is free. The day offers one more celebra-
tion of life to remind all of us of how fortu-
nate that we are. It works for me.

Easter-The Rising of the Moon

Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day has become 
more a celebration of Irish identity and culture 
and less about the country’s patron saint, who 
legend has it drove the snakes from Ireland. 
But this strong global affinity to Irish tradi-
tion comes as no surprise when the influence 
and spread of the Irish diaspora is considered. 
Within this diaspora exists a form of cultural 
nostalgia that transcends generations and reaf-
firms ancestral roots – no matter how far back 
the connection. This yearning for a homeland 
has grown from the seeds of emigration, an 
action deeply connected to Irish identity.

Over the centuries, the Irish have ventured 
to many parts of the globe. Looking back to 
the Wild Geese of 1652, when a politically 
motivated migration occurred, 34,000 Irish 
men were enlisted in continental armies 
across Europe. From the 18th century on-
wards (1788-1853), approximately 48,000 
Irish men were transported to Australia (New 
South Wales, Port Victoria/Phillip, Van Die-
men’s Land) for criminal activities varying in 
severity. Acts such as being drunk in public 
or stealing a cow could be enough to lead to 
dreaded transportation.   

There are even strong ties to India which 
comes as a surprise to some. Not just in the 
form of migration itself (for example, the 
Presbyterian Church sent 300 men and wom-
en from Ireland to Gujurat in 1838), but also 
in shared histories of oppression, where cul-
tural nostalgia becomes an important talisman 
for communities stripped of their identities, 
and those at risk of losing their sense of self. 

To the West, where an estimated 1.8 million 
Irish immigrants arrived in the United States 
between 1845 and 1855. The period which 
put Ireland at most risk of losing itself was 
the Great Famine (1845-1849), which gouged 
a great hole in both the Irish population and 
its people’s morale. By far the worst year was 
1847 ‘ labelled ‘Black 47’ ‘ but by 1850 ‘An 
Gorta Mór’ had slowly begun to dissipate. A 
census taken in 1851 had the overall popula-
tion of Ireland at 6,552,385. Just ten years 
before this it had been over 8 million. This 
diminished population, driven by death and 
emigration, never fully recovered. Uniquely, 

Ireland is the only country in Western Europe 
whose population is smaller today than it was 
in the 19th century ‘ there are now 6.2 million 
people on the island of Ireland. 

Between 1852 and 1910, almost 5 mil-
lion people had left Ireland in search of new 
lives across the globe, and it was this sense of 
shared cultural memory that would echo like 
a beacon through the ages to bring everyone 
home, in spirit at least.

The Irish connection to the United States 
has been a long-standing one. One particular 
individual from the diaspora worth noting is 
Annie Moore, who was the very first person 
to be processed through Ellis Island on New 
Year’s Day 1892. Annie was only seventeen 
years of age when she made the treacherous 
journey across the Atlantic, with her younger 
brothers Anthony and Phillip. The three chil-
dren had departed Queenstown (now Cobh, 
County Cork), on 20th December 1891, and 
spent the twelve days that followed aboard the 
S.S. Nevada. 

Despite the long, arduous journey, Annie 
and her younger brothers were happily re-
united with their parents in New York City, 
where they had been living for some time 
already. Annie went on to marry a German 
man, Joseph Augustus Schayer, and they had 
at least ten children together. She never re-
turned to Ireland and is representative of the 
many Irish emigrants that assimilated into the 
American way of life. Very few emigrants 
returned home once they had settled across 
the Atlantic. Like many others, the Moores 
had abandoned hopeless old lives behind, but 
America had helped them to craft new ones. 
It was plump with success and opportunity, in 
contrast to Ireland.

There is great significance in Irish pride 
and identity – both for those living within Ire-
land and those who descend from its rugged 

shores. Irish people have grown up surround-
ed by tales of emigration, whether as early as 
the Wild Geese or Transportation, or more re-
cent waves spurred on by the economic reces-
sion following the collapse of the Celtic Tiger. 
In all instances of Irish emigration, the United 
States, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand and many other countries pro-
vided far more nourishing opportunities than 
a depleted Ireland ever could. 

Those leaving in modern times make the 
same journeys as their ancestors, and tap into 
the same cultural nostalgia to express an iden-
tity that has been embedded into them from 
the moment they were born. It is this expres-
sion – almost a diasporic umbilical cord in 
nature – that connects them to home. To those 
they have left behind. 

And, that’s the thing about the Irish. No 
matter how far away they are from home, 
home is never far away from them. But that 
home isn’t a house or a place. Home is a feel-
ing. It’s in the stories they tell and the songs 
they wail at the top of their lungs; the poems 
they were taught in school that they paid little 
attention to then but oh, how they miss them 
now. It’s in their hopes and dreams, it’s in the 
heartbreak, the fear and the utter joy. It’s in 
their voices, their laughter and their tears. 

Through song, dance, language and 
lore... ‘We are Irish,’ they scream. 

About EPIC 
The Irish  

Emigration 
Museum 

EPIC The Irish Emigration Museum is an 
interactive experience located in Dublin’s 
Docklands. EPIC is the world’s first fully 
digital museum and one of Ireland’s newest 
major visitor attractions. EPIC tells the story 
of the more than 10 million people who left 
Ireland over the centuries. Easy-to-use tech-
nology brings visitors on a journey through 
the Irish emigration experience, exploring 
why people left and the adventure, adversity 
and triumph that awaited them. 

The interactive galleries at EPIC tell the 
fascinating stories of over 300 Irish people, 
past and present, and relive some of the great-
est achievements in the world of music, art, 
culture, sport, business, politics, fashion, and 
science. The museum is suitable for children 
as well as adults. 

The strong link between the people of the 
United States and Ireland is celebrated at 
EPIC. An impressive array of Irish-American 
luminaries are featured, including: JFK, Ron-
ald Reagan, Henry Ford, White House archi-
tect James Hoban, writers F. Scott Fitzgerald 
and John Steinbeck, baseball legend Connie 
Mack, boxer John L. Sullivan, Olympic ath-
letes the Irish Whales, Major General Rich-
ard Montgomery, singer John MacCormack, 
dancers Gene Kelly and Michael Flatley, ac-
tors John Wayne, James Cagney and Grace 
Kelly, film director John Ford and TV host 
Conan O’Brien among others.

Shortlisted for European Museum of the 
Year Award 2018. 

EPIC also houses a state-of-the-art geneal-
ogy centre, the Irish Family History Centre, 
helping visitors uncover their Irish ancestry. 
EPIC was officially opened in May 2016 by 
founder Neville Isdell and former President of 
Ireland Mary Robinson. Designed by Event 
Communications, the multi-award winning 
designers of Titanic Belfast.

EPIC: https://epicchq.com/about-epic-
irish-emigration-museum 

Irish Family History Centre: https://www.
irishfamilyhistorycentre.com/visit

Ireland – A Nation of Emigrants

BUFFALOIRISHTIMES
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All interested in our 
Irish Heritage are welcome. 

MEETINGS:
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 Charlie McSwain at 716-677-4497
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Sue Schwartz, 
Director, Celtic Angels

Members of the Celtic Angels and Guard-
ian Angels (adult supporters) presented a 
program of Irish history through Irish music 
for the Ladies’ Sodality to Mary at Queen of 
Heaven Parish, West Seneca, on March 20.  
Although a few days after St. Patrick’s Day, 
we hoped to “wet the penny whistle” of 
each attendant enough to have them leave 
wishing for more.  Promoting the idea of 
an Irish party, we encouraged them to sing 
along on the familiar numbers.

“This Day God Gives Me” strength of 
high heaven, words of St. Patrick and a 
beautiful way to start one’s day.  Printed 
programs with the words of many songs 
were given to the ladies to help them con-
tinue to grow in their Irish knowledge and 
prayerfulness.  All joined in this prayer (to 
the familiar tune of “Morning Has Broken”) 
at the beginning.

Since no one was able to hear the Irish 
National Anthem at the winter Olympics, 
this was then sung by Celtic Angels Alyssa 
and Steven Avery.

A Mhuire Mháthair” followed, asking 
Mary to be our mother as well as God’s, and 
to live eternally in our hearts.  A short les-
son in Gaelic was given, pointing to this ti-
tle as an example of how words often do not 
sound how they look (“mh” written=”vw” 
sound).

Hopefully many of you grew up with 
the song “Galway Bay” in your homes, as 
you dreamed of going across the sea to Ire-
land.  This song was written by Dr. Arthur 
Colahan, who suffered from mustard gas 
in India while serving in the British Army 
Medical Corps in World War I.  He left the 
army shortly thereafter and settled in Eng-
land as a neurological specialist.  He wrote 
this song in 1927 as a tribute to his boyhood 
home in Galway.  Mentioned are the women 
“diggin’ pratties” (potatoes) and the “’gos-
soons’ at their play”.  “Gossoons” are not 
just children, but are specifically little boys, 
the word likely deriving from the French 
“garçon” for boy; many Gaelic words de-
rive from the French, partly because of the 
Norman invasion.  We learn about how the 
“strangers came and tried to teach us their 
ways” and how the “strangers” do not know 
the Gaelic language.  Dr. Colahan origi-
nally wrote “English” rather than “strang-
ers”, but when Bing Crosby was asked to 
record the song, the words were changed.  
His recording was on the American charts 
for 40 weeks!  Because the song mentions 
Claddagh, we followed the song with an ex-

planation on the origin of the Claddagh ring 
and how it is properly worn; the Irish even 
tell a story in their jewelry!

The ladies were welcomed with the 
words “Céad Míle Fáilte” (100,000 wel-
comes) and our Celtic Angels sang “Céad 
Míle Fáilte Romhat”, the First Eucharist 
song where the communicants welcome 
Jesus “one hundred thousand, thousand” 
times.

Joyce Burke led us in our newest song, 
“Reel in the Flickering Light” by Colm Gal-
lagher, brought to our attention by Celtic 
Angel Maeve McDougall.  “Oh, round we 
go, heel to the toe, we’re gonna have some 
fun tonight, getting ready for the reel in the 
flickering light.” It’s hard to get this one out 
of our heads.

Because Ireland has been at war so many 

of her years, she has many soldier songs.  
Her most famous song, “Danny Boy”, could 
be considered a soldier song as it is about a 
father’s words to his son preparing to go off 
to war.  We chose to do “On the One Road”, 
made famous by the Wolfe Tones, which 
expresses the joy of being “a nation once 
again”, and of “North men, South men, 
comrades all”...”swinging along singing a 
soldier’s song.”

We returned to a beloved hymn to Mary: 
“Lady of Knock” by Dana and Damien 
Scallon.   Because the song so beautifully 
tells the story, it did not need much intro-
duction, except to say that the event oc-
curred in August 21, 1879; that Mary was 
not alone, but accompanied by St. Joseph 
(unknown to have happened before or ever 
again), St. John the Evangelist, and a Lamb 

on the altar.  The Celtic Angels and Celtic 
Archangels sing for the Lady of Knock 
Mass each August 21at the Irish Center.

To represent the 1917 Rising, we chose 
the beautiful poem “I See His Blood Upon 
the Rose” by signatory Joseph Mary Plun-
kett.  This is part of Friday Morning Prayer 
in my Celtic Prayer Book, a beautiful way 
to see Jesus and God in every bit of cre-
ation.  The haunting melody adds to the fi-
nal thought, “His cross is ev’ry tree.”  This 
was written on the wall of Plunkett’s Kil-
mainham Gaol cell.  The night before his 
execution he was married to his beloved 
Grace.  The ladies were encouraged to lis-
ten to the beautiful song “Grace” as sung by 
Ronan Tynan.  Grace was later imprisoned 
and drew political cartoons on her cell wall, 
but also drew a lovely picture of Mary and 
the Child Jesus which is being restored.

Jimmy Kennedy (1902-1984), a native of 
Northern Ireland, wrote the words, music, 
or both of many popular songs, including 
“Isle of Capri”, “Love Letters in the Sand”, 
“Old Cape Cod”, “South of the Border”, 
“My Prayer”, and “Harbor Lights”.  In 1932 
John Bratton handed Jimmy a piece of mu-
sic and asked him to write words to it; the 
resulting song was “The Teddy Bears’ Pic-
nic’!  One of his loveliest songs is a prayer 
for peace for Ireland, “Let There Be Peace”.  
This has become a favorite of ours, and we 
look forward to the day when the Guardian 
Angels will have enough men and women 
that we can sing it in four parts. It speaks 
of “peace for today and forever”, with hope 
and faith replacing fear, “when God hears a 
nation praying, ‘Let There be Peace’”.  We 
had a lot of trouble getting the music to this, 
and it was Ronan Tynan who helped us get 
our first copy.

We had a lot of fun singing for, and with, 
the Queen of Heaven Sodality.  Perhaps you 
would like to have us sing for YOU.  Bet-
ter still, you might wish to join the Celtic 
Angels (age 6-seniors in high school) or 
Guardian Angels (no age limit!).  We make 
our home at the Buffalo Irish Center and 
sing for Masses, dinners, Fèis activities, and 
your event.  We learn our Gaelic from Mar-
garet McGrath and YouTube.  We seldom 
rehearse more than twice a month and are 
open to varying rehearsal times.  For further 
information, contact one of our directors, 
Joyce Burke (474-1498 / j5burkes@veri-
zon.net) or Sue Schwartz (674-6868).

If you wish to learn the history of Ireland, 
start singing her songs!

SING YOUR WAY THROUGH  
IRELAND’S HISTORY!

Celtic Angels with Guardian Angels, performing for Ladies’ Sodality to  
Mary at Queen of Heaven Parish this spring
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Good Morning! My name is Kristina 
Young, and I’m Sharon McGirr’s first cous-
in. Sharon’s Mom, Rita and my mother Ma-
rie were sisters and as with their other three 
sisters, good friends.  

As a teenager and for the years thereaf-
ter, I spent many hours in the company of 
Rita’s and Marie’s frequent visits while 
they discussed world and family affairs. My 
mother didn’t drive, but my Aunt Rita drove 
my mother on many excursions in her huge 
Pontiac Bonneville to parts far and wide to 
shop and hang out. They always ended the 
day at my house with tea.

Given Sharon and Ray’s wide circle of 
friends and family, I am deeply honored that 
Sharon asked me to deliver these words in 
Ray’s memory.  So here I am in the com-
pany of Ray’s wide circle of beloved fam-
ily and friends with what I am certain will 
be a lame attempt at trying to get my arms 
around this “Raymie” guy in a way that will 
do him justice.  But I did know Ray well 
enough from my own and my family’s expe-
rience, to speak from my heart.  And I know 
he’s watching me now, so from my heart it 
is. And best of all, it’s all true!

I ask each of you to reflect a moment 
on your experience of the man, and three 
phrases that might describe him. For me 
those three phrases are: strong and good-
hearted; kind and gentle; self-effacing and 
tolerant. My phrases come from my experi-
ences knowing him over many years in good 
health and in bad.  And he could light up a 
room with his smile!

Ray was several years older than me (Sha-
ron and he are the oldest of my first cousins) 
and I remember well how he treated me as a 
kid…fun-loving and kind.  In my grown-up 
years as we visited Sharon and him at their 
Crystal Beach summer home, Ray always 
welcomed me and my then current and vari-
ous boyfriends with sincere warmth. 

I remember well on one occasion at Crys-
tal Beach when the “Fuzzies” (a mutant 
of whiskey-sours conjured up in blender 
and poured into a makeshift wash tub) 
were flowing in the yard, and Sharon was 
“holding forth” on an issue to the assem-
bled group. Ray walked me to the edge of 
the lawn, pointed to Sharon and said with 
heartfelt affection, “See her….God created 
a mouth and built a body around it.” 

Then there was my 15 year old brother 
Jay, sitting on Crystal Beach one Saturday 
with his girlfriend when he saw a boat pull 
up well offshore and a guy dove off.  It was 
Ray.  Jay couldn’t believe his eyes and asked 
Ray “what’s going on.” Ray replied: “I have 
a little problem, Pal, “I got picked up in a 
speakeasy, and they deported me, so this is 
the only way I can get to our cottage till I get 
this mess straightened out.”  

Ray was a man of service, signified by 
his many years with the Buffalo Fire De-
partment and later due to an injury that pre-
vented him from serving on the front lines, 
to arson investigation. When he retired, he 
served with the New York State Academy of 
Fire Science, based in Montour Falls. Or as 

Ray dubbed it, “Manure Falls.” Ray’s social 
and giving nature was also characterized by 
his memberships with the Blackthorn Club, 
the Knights of Columbus, the American Le-
gion Post and the Knights of Equity. Ray 

also admirably served his country in the 
navy in the Korean War.

When Sharon asked me to deliver this eu-
logy, I asked her the most important point 
she wanted me to make.  She responded, 

“How lucky Ray was to marry into the 
Gaskill family.” And lucky he was indeed.  
Ray’s love for his mother-in-law Rita was 
incredible. And that love included Rita’s 
grandchildren by her son Eddie Leo and ex-
tended family. As Sharon remarked to me, 
“Ray was a “Pied Piper to all of Rita and 
Fran’s grandchildren.”  In later years, Ray 
was also an inspiration to the children of 
Kevin and Tammy Cleary and many others 
in his family and ours. 

I know that many of you here could tell 
numerous stories about how nobly Ray en-
dured seeming unending challenges to his 
health and well-being with dignity and hu-
mor. My brother Jay, who for several years 
ferried Sharon and Ray’s car to Florida for 
their winter respite noted, Ray always called 
him “Dumplin”…my brother, here today, is 
6 Ft 4 inches tall….only that Irishman Ray 
would have characterized my brother as a 
“Dumplin.”  

When Jay saw Ray or talked with him on 
the phone he’d inquire, “How are you feel-
ing?” and Ray would respond, “If I felt any 
better, I‘d be twins.”  Jay recalled that at one 
encounter with Ray, Ray told him that his 
doctor said he could have one beer each day.  
Ray told Jay that instead of having one beer 
each day, he saved up the daily allotment for 
10 days, so he could have ten beers on one 
day.  That was Ray; Always upbeat and cou-
rageous…never complaining and wanting to 
put the best face on all things.  

But as time went on, how lucky he was 
to have married Sharon could not have 
been foretold.  As Ray’s condition declined, 
many times, Ray expressed that he’d say to 
Sharon, “Why don’t you just let me go?”  To 
which Sharon would always respond, “Ray, 
I’ll let you know when it’s time to go.” That 
was Sharon… and I am certain that indomi-
table spirit was so much of what kept Ray 
going for so many years.

My dearest cousin, Sharon, I am taking 
the license to say this on behalf of Ray, 
who I know is looking upon us and you, his 
“Muggs” at this moment. You have epito-
mized that “love knows no bounds” by your 
caring for Ray over the past many years.  We 
all know that this entailed not only the day-
to-day arduous care of his special needs and 
keeping your household going, but also ad-
vocating for him in the non-existent health 
care system which sometimes does not work 
very well without incessantly fierce advoca-
cy like yours.  

Honestly, I don’t know how you succeed-
ed in all the many challenges to get Ray the 
care the he needed, but you did, and were 
always there for him, right to the very last 
moment. He was indeed, one lucky guy to 
have married you!  AND, you will remain all 
of our role model forever of advocacy and 
caring.  God bless you and I know from his 
high perch now, Ray is blessing you too!

So now, we take just this brief moment for 
a final reflection, with words I believe Ray 
would tell you Sharon, and all of us, if he 
could:

On September 1, 2017 the South Buffalo Fresh Air Club lost one of its earliest members, Raymond “Raymee” McGirr.  The Buffalo 
Irish Times is proud to offer our readers the eloquent remarks delivered at his funeral by his wife Sharon’s cousin, Kristina Young.

Raymond McGirr Eulogy
As Delivered by Kristina Young

At Queen of Heaven Church
September. 9, 2017

A Poem adopted by the Carmelite Monks of 
Tallow, County Waterford, Ireland

All is well. Death is nothing at all. It does not count. 
I have only slipped away into the next room. 

I am I, and you are you. Everything remains as it was. 
The old life that we lived so fondly together is untouched, unchanged. 

Whatever we were to each other, that we are still. 

Call me by my old familiar name. 
Speak to me in the easy way which you always used. 

Wear no forced air of solemnity or sorrow.
Laugh as we always laughed at the little jokes that we enjoyed together. 

Play, smile, think of me, and pray for me. 
Let my name be ever the household word that it always was. 

Let it be spoken without effect, without a trace of a shadow upon it. 

Life means all that it ever meant. It is the same as it ever was. 
There is absolute unbroken continuity. 

Why should I be out of mind because I am out of sight? 
I am but waiting for you, for an interval, somewhere very near, just around the corner. 

All is well. Nothing is hurt; nothing is lost. 
One brief moment and all will be as it was before. 

And how we shall laugh at the trouble of parting… when we meet again.

By Henry Scott Holland (1847-1918) 
Canon of St Paul’s Cathedral as adapted by 

Carmelite monks in Tallow, County Waterford, Ireland.
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“…the magical journey to find my Irish 
ancestral grounds became the inspiration for 

IRELAND SPEAKS: 
Poems From My Soul.” 

Written, illustrated and published 
by Donna M. Shine

 

 

 

$13.00 ($10 PLUS $3 POSTAGE) TO:
Donna M. Shine
6350 Scherff Rd

Orchard Park, NY 14127
(716) 662-1164

Email: Dmshine@aol.com 

Timon hosted its second Mini-STEAM 
Camp for boys in grades 4 thru 8. Four differ-
ent topics were presented – Mechanics, Engi-
neering, Chemistry, and A/V Production.

 Each attendee chose two topics that 
he wanted to participate in. Making cars and 
balloon airplanes, learning all about Timon’s 
A/V Club, including our Radio Room and TV 
Studio, and learning about catalyst and re-
agents by making Elephant Toothpaste guar-
anteed that fun was had by all!

 Mr. Farrugia, Ms. Cole, Ms. Land, 
and members of Timon’s A/V Club all served 
as instructors for the evening.

On Saturday April 28th, Mount Mercy 
Academy will hold its 22nd annual McAuley 
Gala.  The event, Mount Mercy’s major fund-
raiser, will be held at the Orchard Park Coun-
try Club.  This year’s theme is Under the Big 
Top. The Gala raises money for student schol-
arships and educational advancements. 

  The evening will begin with passed 
hors d’ oeuvres and an open bar and con-
clude with a three-course dinner.  In addition, 
there will be a silent auction and a live auc-
tion.  There will be between seventy-five and 
one hundred Silent Auction items, including 
James Taylor concert tickets, outdoor enter-
tainment packages (patio heater, Weber Natu-
ral Gas Grill, Yeti Cooler) and a spa package. 
A few of the Live Auction packages include a 
visit to a vacation homes in Florida, a tour of 
CNN World Headquarters, two tickets to the 
Jimmy Fallon Show and a private tour of NBC 
studios and an interactive Caribbean Dinner.

 This year the event’s co-chairmen 
are Rosanne and Thomas Dee and Brian and 
Wendy Lewandowski.  Roseanne Donovan 

Dee is a 1969 graduate of Mount Mercy and 
is the founder and President of RT Dee and 
Associates, a training and human resource 
consulting firm.  Thomas Dee is the President 
of the Erie Canal Harbor Development Cor-
poration.  Wendy Lewandowski is a teacher 
and coach in the Orchard Park Central School 
District and Brian Lewandowski is the found-
er and managing partner of Lewandowski and 
Associates.   They are also the proud parents 
of Mount Mercy senior Emily Lewandows-
ki. 

The Ringmaster for the evening will be 
Kevin O’Connell, the chief meteorologist at 
Channel 2 WGRZ.

 The evening begins with cocktails 
and the Silent Auction at 5 PM, with dinner 
following at 7:30.  The Live Auction is sched-
uled to begin at 8:30. Tickets are one hundred 
and fifty dollars and may be obtained at www.
mtmercy.org or by contacting Liz Redanz 
at 716-825-8796 extension 306 or at ere-
danz@mtmercy.org.

Mount Mercy  
Academy to Hold Its 
Annual McAuley Gala

 Mount Mercy Board President Kathy Linhardt, winner of the 2017 CNN World 
Headquarters tour and her three guests pose with a CNN anchor.

Bishop Timon – St. 
Jude High School 

Hosts Mini – STEAM 
Camp

By Pat Burns

This year Mount Mercy Academy added a 
new type of service to its vast repertoire of 
community service. Mount Mercy Academy 
students are known throughout the local com-
munity for their service projects. The major-
ity of these projects are coordinated through 
the students’ theology classes or the Campus 
Ministry Office.  This year a new class de-
signed by Mount Mercy art teacher and artist 
Jacqueline Welch created hand-made projects 
to benefit local ministries.

 “The impetus for this class was my 
desire to make students aware of the need in 
our immediate community for goods and ser-
vices that the Arts could provide.  I wanted 
to teach them a new arts skill that would be 
useful throughout their lives and that they 
could teach others.  I also hoped to promote an 
empathic spirit in the class and a cooperative 
working atmosphere,” Welch commented.

 Eight students enrolled in the “Stu-
dio Arts & Community” class.  Welch expect-
ed that the students would engage in a variety 
of art media and techniques to create large and 
small artworks to serve the Western New York 
community.  The course encouraged creative 
thinking, good design practices, collabora-
tion, community engagement and entrepre-
neurship.  

 Bella Longo, a junior from Buffalo 
remarked, “At first I took the class because I 
was unable to fit another class into my sched-
ule. I had no idea that using my talents in art 
would end up being so beneficial to others out 
in the community. After taking this course I 
have become a person more involved and in-
terested in helping others.”

 Those expectations were success-
fully met when the eight students combined 
to make 51 hats, three headbands and 16 baby 
blankets for premature babies and the Vive La 
Casa Refugee Program.  In addition, the stu-
dents made eight pet dishes for the SPCA.

     “This course exceeded my expectations 
in the number of projects completed success-
fully and in the enjoyment and camarade-
rie that I saw my students experience in this 
class,” Welch remarked.

 “It was rewarding to do something I 
enjoy and then also to have it benefit others,” 
Senior Taylor Hoch of East Aurora said.

  Welch herself had been 
making preemie hats for Mercy Hospital and 
knew that there was a definite need for more.  
She is also a big animal advocate and shared 
her enthusiasm with her class. The students 
discussed several options for projects and 
they chose the Preemie Project and the pet 
dishes.  Welch said that once they learned how 
to crochet, they enjoyed it so much that they 
wanted to continue making hats and blankets.  

 “I really enjoyed the course! It was 
incredible knowing that I was able to help 
people in need,” junior Clarity Eron of Buf-
falo stated.

 Welch is already making plans for 
next year’s class.  “Next year I would like to 
use more recycled and donated materials in 
some of the projects that we make, such as us-
ing plastic bags to weave roll up sleeping mats 
for the homeless and pre-used or donated yarn 
for woven goods, “ Welch concluded.

Mount Mercy Art Class 
Uses Its Talents to Gift 

Others

Grace Harrington 
was named a First Team All-Federation Se-

lection in hockey.  She finished with a 1.56 
goals against average, accumulating 354 saves 
while posting three shut-outs and a 10-4-2 re-
cord in her first season of action.

Mount Mercy Academy 
Athletes Receive 

Post-Season Honors
By Pat Burns

Three Mount Mercy Academy athletes, juniors Alesia Hamm (Buffalo) and Allison Ma-
zurkiewicz (Blasdell) and sophomore Grace Harrington (West Seneca) earned post season 
honors in their respective sports.

Alesia Hamm 
a First team All-Catholic in soccer, added 

First Team All-Catholic in basketball to her re-
sume.  A three year varsity starter, Hamm is the 
team’s defensive specialist and a top offensive 
performer as well.

Allison Mazurkiewicz 
finished as a First Team All-Catholic in bowl-

ing.  She finished with an average of 158 in her 
first year of bowling for Mount Mercy.  
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Grand Marshal Michael McCarthy
Michael McCarthy, now retired, was the 

Director of Safety and Security for St. John 
Fisher College for 15 years. Previously, he 
served with the Rochester Police Department 
where he retired as a Police Investigator and 
during that time, Mike served thirteen years 
on the SWAT Team. Mike has instructed at 
the Monroe County Public Safety Training 
Academy and has also presented a variety of 
training programs to other area police and 
security organizations.

In May 2006, Mike presented “First Re-
sponders Role for Emotional Disturbed 
Persons” to the European Association of 
Campus Security in St. Petersburg, Russia. 
He was also a guest panel member for an in-
ternational web seminar: “How to Respond 
Effectively to Troubled or Suicidal Col-
lege Students: Developing Community Ap-
proaches and Strategies.” 

Michael earned his Masters degree in Hu-
man Resource Development from St. John 
Fisher College. Mike has published three 
historical novels: From Cork to the New 
World (2009), The Flight of the Wretched 

(2011) and The Children of Michigan Street 
(2016). 

Mike is currently the President of the 
Rochester Chapter of the Irish American 
Cultural Institute. The Institute’s mission 
is to promote the cultural aspects of Irish 
Americanism through its rich history, mu-
sic, literature, cinema, dance, art and theater, 
both locally and nationally. Mike is proud 
to head up these efforts with presenting lo-
cal, area, national and international talent 
through their programs. 

He is also a member of the Ancient Or-
der of Hibernians, and the Colonel O’Rorke 
Society, as well as serving on the Advisory 
Board for the Irish Studies Program at St. 
John Fisher College. 

Mike and his wife Ann have three chil-
dren, and seven grandchildren, and in their 
spare time they enjoy spending time with all 
of them, as well as kayaking and camping.

It is with great pleasure that we honor Mi-
chael McCarthy, a leader in our community, 
as the Grand Marshal for the 2018 TOPS St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. 

By Joseph Xavier Martin

It was eighty degrees and sunny out, on 
a clear and beautiful morning in Naples 
Florida. We were standing on the corner 
of Fourth Street and Fifth Avenue, waiting 
for the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade to 
begin. As always, we were struck with the 
anomaly of celebrating St. Paddy’s Day in 
warm temperatures, with palm trees wav-
ing around us. We had spent a life-time 
standing on the chilly corners of Main St. 
or Delaware avenue, watching the parade 
on a cold March Day in Buffalo, New 
York. Even a Genesee beer welded to 
your right hand only helped a little. It was 
the warm camaraderie of friends, in the 
steamy saloons afterward that made the 
cold tolerable. There, amidst much laugh-
ter and celebration, the proprietors served 
up huge amounts of Irish Turkey (Corned 
Beef) and barley sandwiches (beer) to an 
appreciative audience.

We were standing in the shade, just 
across the street from Paddy Murphy’s 
Irish Pub. We wanted to see if the leg-
ends were true and that a crowd of ten 
deep stood at the bar during and after the 
parade. I am not sure they were ten deep 
yet, but a crowd of green-shirted, emer-
ald- hatted and red-faced merry makers, 

all with fair, Irish skin milled around the 
place like bees near a hive.

The crowd was smiling and expectant. 
The young children crowded to the front 
of the rows of lawn chairs. They knew 
that the floats and buses would toss col-
ored beads, candy and other goodies into 
the air as they passed. It would resemble a 
very green Mardi Gras in progress. Every 
imaginable shade of green clothed every 
imaginable shape of parade goers. It was 
a gathering of the Clan Na Gael, Florida 
style.

The early color guard was a detach-
ment from the United States Marine Corp. 
The crowd applauded them lustily; mind-
ful of the proud tradition of service that 
these people had given to their country. 
Then, squads of retired NYC Police and 
Firemen received a standing ovation, in 
recognition of their heroism during the 
9/11 attack. Enthusiasm filled the expect-
ant crowd like air pumped into a balloon. 
One truck float featured a musical group 
playing “McNamara’s Band” to loud clap-
ping from the watchers. Unexpectedly, the 
float stopped in front of Paddy Murphy’s.  
A mezzo-soprano voice belted out a clear 
and inspiring rendition of the Star-Span-
gled Banner, to an appreciative and cheer-
ing audience. They all stood and clapped 

heartily, singing the national anthem 
along with that wonderful, soulful voice.

The large marching bands were inter-
spersed with groups of school children, 
Irish Dance studios and Pipe and Drum 
bands. They were loud and wonderful. 
The skirl of the pipes stirred the blood. 
You could understand how the Irish and 
Scots Guards had been inspired to rush 
into the jaws of battle, with thunder-
ing pipes urging them on. A few musical 
groups belted out Neil Diamond’s “Sweet 
Caroline.” The crowd laughed and sang 
along with them, pumping their fists into 
the air at the appropriate places. It was 
becoming fun watching this parade pass 
by. Marchers threw the colored beads 
and candy into the waiting hands of thou-
sands. Even the older folks were reaching 
out to snag the baubles. It looked like a 
scene from a happy and boisterous feed-
ing time at the zoo.

Fordham, Villanova and a dozen Mas-
sachusetts colleges paraded by with old 
trolley buses festooned with their col-
lege banners. Boston College even had 
their own musical group, playing “Danny 
Boy.”  It must be that half the population 
of Massachusetts is of Celtic heritage. And 
most of them had retired to the Southwest 
Florida area.

It was warm in the noon day sun. You 
could almost hear the Irish skin around 
us frying in the pan. The weary march-
ers were sweat soaked and beginning to 
wilt in the heat. Bless them for their youth 
and energy. A gaggle of local politicians, 
the Knights of Columbus, in their colorful 
uniforms, and all manner of other commu-
nity groups flowed by us, loudly display-
ing Celtic enthusiasm. It was colorful and 
loud and fun to watch.

Like many of the assembled Gaels, we 
were thinking of suitable venues for an 
“after the parade” experience. One of the 
more prominent taverns, “Fitzgerald’s,” 
on Bonita Beach Rd. had been shut down 
by Hurricane Irma. Not to be deterred, 
the resourceful owners were holding their 
massive annual shindig in the parking lot 
of the Tavern. Pipers and Irish bands would 
mix with green beer, corned beef and cab-
bage and good fellowship, until the wee 
hours of this very long day. Bless them for 
their endurance. We had planned a much 
quieter celebration. Peter and Mary Kelly, 
of Portland Maine, were coming over for 
dinner. Mary is a first-generation immi-
grant from County Mayo, where her fami-
ly’s farm was still operated by her brother. 
Peter is Boston Irish. The corned beef was 
already in the pot. The potatoes and car-
rots ready, to be simmered and served up. 
And, I think we might scare up a draught 
or two of Killian’s in the process. The 
emerald green bottle of Jameson’s stood 
on the kitchen counter. Its contents would 
be used to toast one more time the Celtic 
heritage that we shared.

We exited the parade venue, amidst a 
stream of thousands of others returning 
to their respective homes from a fifty-
mile radius of Naples. It had been another 
fun-filled event, swathed in emerald and 
proudly reflective of the heritage of those 
hardy people who had come before us. 
They had crossed an ocean and prospered 
on the far shores of America. May the 
heavenly Roads rise up to meet them all 
and the celestial winds be always at their 
back.

Happy Saint 
Patrick’s Day, y’all.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Florida 2018
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On February 17, 2018, the Timon Commu-
nity came together to celebrate the athletic and 
professional achievements of alumni at Timon 
Honors Night, held at The Columns in Elma. 
The evening included both the John Timon 
Society and Athletic Hall of Fame Inductions.

 Inducted into the John Timon Soci-
ety were Victor C. Laudisio and James E. Ha-
tem. Victor, a member of the class of 1968, 
Victor eventually became the local spokes-
man and continued handling media relations, 
employee communications, and contributed 
to both regional and national print publica-
tions. Victor is an active volunteer, including 
serving a term on Timon’s Board of Trustees, 
being a caller for his class during Timon’s 
Phon-a-Thon, and has been involved in orga-
nizing his class reunions. Victor also served as 
a board member of Hospice Buffalo..

  Jim, a member of the class of 1976, 
James, now retired from Calspan as the Di-
rector of Software and System Solutions, was 
a team member of “It’s Academic” TV quiz 
show, the chess team, Little Theatre, the math, 
science, and Spanish clubs, as well as con-
tributing to the Tidings, the Scholarship, and 
Golden Key Clubs.

-more-
James has earned several awards for his 

involvement in many community projects.  
James was named volunteer judge for “43 
North”, the World’s Largest Business Idea 
Competition, and also served as a business 
and technical mentor for the University of 
Buffalo’s Entrepreneur programs..

Figure 1   Bjay Ryan, Jim Rzad, Erik T. Bo-
hen, Dan Granville and Gene Overdorf

Linda Cimusz, Timon’s Interim Principal, 
Vic Laudisio, Matt Struzik and Jim Hatem

This year’s Athletic Hall of Fame induct-
ees were Daniel J. Granville and Erik T. Bo-
hen. Daniel, better known as DJ, graduated in 
1996. While at Timon DJ was President of his 
senior class, a Eucharistic Minister, as well as 

a three sport athlete, participating in football, 
basketball, and track. He was All-Catholic for 
football his junior and senior year, part of the 
1995 Monsignor Martin League Champion-
ship Team, as well as team captain. He was 
a co-captain his senior year for the basketball 
team. In his position as the Chief of Narcot-
ics and Intelligence, DJ has received many 
awards for his excellence on the job.  In April 
2001, DJ received the Life Saving Award for 
intervening in a potential suicide and the Of-
ficer of the Quarter Award for his work in ap-
prehending three armed robbery suspects.  In 
December 2002, DJ was again named Officer 
of the Quarter in recognition for arresting a 
murder suspect featured on America’s Most 
Wanted.

Erik, a member of the class of 2000, was a 
member of the football, basketball, and track 
teams, was president of his senior class, and 
also served as a Eucharistic Minister. Erik has 
shared his love of running by becoming ac-

tively involved in various community road/
walk races. Erik was instrumental in forming 
the Jack Donohue Memorial Race, in honor 
of the late Mount Mercy Academy running 
coach, and, in 2010, received the Mercy 5K 
Community Service Award. And later in 2014, 
received the Spirit of Mercy award at the an-
nual Mercy Honors Dinner. In addition, Erik 
was instrumental with two additional races 
in support of very worthy causes. The Ryan 
Purcell Memorial Run funds the Ryan Pur-
cell Foundation which provides scholarships 
to high school graduates to support their col-
lege studies and the Timon Fall Challenge 5K 
Race, which provided funding for the incom-
ing freshmen class each year.

 In addition, four individuals were 
recognized for their commitment to Timon 
and to our community by giving unselfishly of 
their time and talents. 

-more-
The Spirit of St. Francis Award was given 

to James J. Rzad ‘66 for his tireless dedica-
tion to Timon over the past two decades. Gene 
Overdorf ‘71, Timon’s Director of Student Af-
fairs and earth 

science teacher, was awarded the Fr. Claude 
Kean Builders Award for his efforts and dedi-
cation to the students of Timon.

The Paul Lempko ‘54 Alumni Appreciation 
Award was awarded to B. Jay Ryan ‘98 for 
his dedication and commitment to Timon’s 
Alumni Association. Matthew A. Struzik ‘96 
was awarded the Tom Sands ‘53 Community 
Service Award for his commitment to living 
the Franciscan values and his dedication to 
bettering his community. . 

The Timon Honors Night Selection Com-
mittee includes Dan Finucane ‘69, Jack Reid 
‘73, Bob Maggio ‘73, Tim Kelly ‘75, and 
Brian Holleran ‘84. Brian also is the program 
book chairmen for the event, spending count-
less hours selling ads for the book.

In 1980, the Timon Athletic Hall of Fame 
was established as a means of recogniz-
ing alumni who have excelled in athletics as 
Timon students and beyond.  Members of the 
Athletic Hall of Fame represent the competi-
tive spirit of Timon while exuding a spirit of 
sportsmanship, teamwork, and leadership.  

 A decade later, in 1994, the John Timon 
Society was established to honor and recog-
nize Timon alumni who exemplify what a true 
Timon man is. These alumni demonstrate the 
character and leadership of the man, Bishop 
John Timon, first bishop of Buffalo, NY, by 
living the spirit and characteristics of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi and the Franciscan charism.   

 Nominations for the Athletic Hall of Fame 
and the John Timon Society are accepted year 
round. Letters of nominations should be sent 
to Michelle Patterson, Advancement Officer, 
at Timon, 601 McKinley Parkway, Buffalo, 
NY 14220

TIMON HONOR MEMBERS  
OF THE COMMUNITY

By Tim Bohen

In late January of this year, United States 
Congressman Brian Higgins announced that 
the new $22 million dollar Bailey Avenue 
Bridge, which connects South Buffalo to the 
rest of the city, will be named in honor of 
Sheriff Thomas F. Higgins. The congressman 
cited Thomas Higgins’ 42 years in local law 
enforcement, and his accomplishments in nu-
merous civic organizations as the reasons for 
bestowing this honor. Recently, Sheriff Hig-
gins invited me to his charming South Buffalo 
house to discuss this honor as well as other 
topics. Our three-hour conversation was filled 
with his personal stories and history.  

Thomas F. Higgins was the second son born 
to Thomas Francis Higgins, Sr. and Margaret 
(nee Power) Higgins. Both of his parents were 
natives of County Cork.  His father, born in 
1901, was raised in Ballinacurra, near Mid-
leton.  Higgins doesn’t know much about 
his paternal grandfather other than he beat 
up a British policeman, fled to America, and 
eventually returned to Ireland. Sheriff Hig-
gins’ father served in the Cork Brigade dur-
ing the Irish War of Independence and later in 
the National Army during the Irish Civil War. 
Higgins related a tragic tale his father once 
told him. It still haunts him. Higgins Sr. was 
sixteen years old when an IRA leader ordered 
him to fetch a priest for an IRA informer who 
was about to be executed.  By the time Hig-
gins’ father returned, the informer was already 
buried in a grave that his captors forced him 
to dig.  Years later, in 1925, Higgins Sr. im-
migrated to Buffalo, looking for better job 
prospects.  

Higgins’ mother, Margaret Power, was 
raised in Cobh, just thirteen miles away from 
his father. Her father was a steeplejack who 
worked on St. Colman’s Cathedral in Cobh.  
She arrived in Buffalo in 1926.  One year 
later she married Thomas Sr. in Holy Family 
Church, and they raised their family on St. 
Stephen’s Place. Higgins’ father worked vari-
ous jobs including a stint at Republic Steel, 
while his mother raised nine children.  Several 
times throughout our conversation, Higgins 
showed his love and respect for his mother, 
whom he affectionately referred to as “my 
strength.”

At age 17, Sheriff Higgins dropped out of 
South Park High School because he was “tired 

of being hungry.”  After a short stint as a stock 
boy at Liberty Shoes on Broadway, Higgins 
toiled in a “dirty job” at the Donner Hanna 
Coke Company.  He knew he didn’t want to 
work there for long, so when the Korean War 
broke out he enlisted in the Marine Corps. Af-
ter training at Parris Island and Camp Pend-
leton, the 6’3” 165 pound Higgins shipped 
out to the front lines in Korea.  He served in 
the artillery unit as a forward observer.  As 
he quickly learned, it was dangerous work; 
one of the men he replaced had been killed 
in combat. Higgins told an incredible story 
that occurred on Christmas Day in 1951. Af-
ter coming back from church on a bitterly 
cold day, he got lost somewhere near his pla-
toon. Soaked to the bone after falling through 
an ice-covered stream, he wandered about 
searching for his fellow soldiers. With tem-
peratures near zero, he made his way toward 
a flickering light, where he found a friendly, 
16-year old Korean interpreter who provided 
him with warm clothes and shelter. The young 
man saved his life. 

After his time in Korea, Higgins returned 
home and became a Buffalo policeman.  One 
memorable story he related to me involved a 

Buffalo sports legend. As a rookie patrolman 
on the Chippewa Street beat, he was called to 
assist a drunken man who had fallen, badly 
hitting his head on a fire hydrant. In order to 
get the man treated at Columbus Hospital, 
Higgins was forced to charge the man with a 
crime. He chose the lightest charge possible: 
public intoxication. It turns out that the man 
he had arrested was none other than Buffalo’s 
greatest boxer and neighborhood hero, Jimmy 
Slattery. 

Higgins moved up the ranks in the Buffalo 
Police Department, eventually working as a 
detective where he worked closely with his 
good friend, Dick Cotter. A natural born lead-
er, he was named the head of the police acad-
emy.  Shortly after, Higgins moved to the Erie 
County Sheriff’s department where he worked 
as undersheriff for nine years. In 1985, Hig-
gins was elected Erie County Sheriff, tasked 
to lead the 625-member department. One 
of his first actions as Sheriff was to create a 
unit that investigated crimes against children, 
named the Family Offense Unit. His twelve-
year tenure as Erie County’s top law enforcer 
coincided with an explosion in the drug wars 
in the 1980s and ’90s.

Despite dropping out of high school, Hig-
gins earned three college degrees. He is most 
proud of his Masters of History from SUNY 
Buffalo State, which he earned at age 66. He 
smiled proudly as he pulled out his 91-page 
thesis, titled “Ports Treaty Between Great 
Britain and the Irish Free State.” Higgins’ love 
of learning and respect for higher education is 
evident in his efforts over the years to assist 
other law enforcement personnel to earn their 
college degrees.  He has also generously fund-
ed an endowed scholarship for criminal jus-
tice students at his alma mater, Buffalo State.

When our conversation turned away from 
work, Higgins noticeably lit up when speak-
ing about his late wife Shirley (nee Cancilla). 
His three sons Timothy, Daniel, and Thomas 
“Fitz” have been the “pride of his life.” In 
retirement Higgins keeps busy with his eight 
grandchildren, as well as being actively en-
gaged in local civic organizations.  He is very 
proud of his efforts as chairman of the Korean 
War Memorial Committee where he oversaw 
the completion in 1990 of a monument to the 
Korean veterans. He also served as president 
of the Board of Directors of the Buffalo and 
Erie County Naval & Military Park.  Since 
1957, Higgins has stayed active playing hand-
ball, and is a member of several social clubs.

Throughout his life, Sheriff Higgins’ Irish 
heritage has been very important to him.  Hig-
gins has made twelve trips to visit his par-
ents’ native Ireland. Here in Buffalo, he still 
remembers marching in his first St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade in 1935.  As a young boy he 
thought everyone along the route was cheer-
ing for him. As an active Blackthorn member 
since 1972, he has marched with the group 
almost every year. Various Irish organizations 
have recognized his accomplishments.  In 
1993, the Amherst Gaelic League named him 
their “Irishman of the Year.” Four years later, 
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick awarded him 
the same honor.  In 2002, the A.O.H. named 
him “Hibernian of the Year.” 

By all accounts, the 88-year-old retired 
sheriff has lived a rich and fruitful life.  Nam-
ing this bridge in his honor, we salute Sheriff 
Thomas Higgins for his dedicated service to 
our city and country. 

A Story of Service: 
Sheriff Thomas Higgins

Son, Tim Higgins, Sheriff Tom Higgins, grandson, Kevin Higgins
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By  NICHOLAS J TUSSING

Meanwhile, I enjoyed Scripture classes (I 
suppose this was in because it was an histori-
cally Protestant school), although during most 
of this period I didn’t even believe in God. I 
liked Joseph and the coat of many colours; 
and I was very keen on the story of Moses in 
the bulrushes, and how he killed the Egyptian, 
the burning bush; the plagues, and all that. 
It’s a very good story. I don’t know what Mrs. 
Healy made of my drawing the characters to 
look like (my 8-year-old attempt at) Pogo Pos-
sum, but I didn’t get reprimanded for it.

We put on a play called THE DRIBBLE-
SOME TEAPOT, about a royal court where 
a teapot kept dribbling. Apart from arous-
ing my interest in different types of servants 
(and teaching the word “adapted”), the play 
also offered me an opportunity to shine as 
the magician, complete with hat (one of my 
enthusiasms in those days was magic shows, 
and I later got a magic set for my birthday). 
I don’t remember any of my real lines, but I 
do remember ad-libbing and turning to the au-
dience to tell them, “I will turn you all into 
frogs!”

I also remember taking a field trip to New-
grange. This was before the days when it had 
been “restored” (what is it about Ireland and 
historic monuments anyway? They turn New-
grange into a theme park, a Viking archaeo-
logical site into a car park … Surely the thing 
to do was to put the hypothetical original ap-
pearance in a model or picture in the museum, 

not to alter the actual site?) anyway, apart 
from having lunch on the hillside, my princi-
pal memory is of being afraid because it was 
dark and underground and we might run into 
something … dead.

Some other academic factoids before I 
get to the meat, languages, literature, and 

history:

I took, or tried to take, piano lessons. I kept 
getting distracted, and to this day can barely 
read music. But I tried. My parents took me 
to the Monkstown meeting house, where we 

went upstairs and practiced the songs the 
teacher (Mr. Kunst, a very patient chap) had 
set me as homework. I was quite pleased 
when I managed “The Ice Cream Mountain”. 
But by and large, I fear I wasn’t a success. I 
don’t remember if it was Mr. Kunst or Mrs. 
Healy who taught us to sing a series of songs 
about a couple of South American children 
who had to travel to another a village to meet 
their parents. On the way, they met a benevo-
lent stranger, who sang a song warning them 
against “el tigre”. Of course they made it 
through in the end. I still vaguely recall the 
first line-ish of “Somewhere in Peru”. (I also 

had a xylophone with songs written in an easy 
notation so I’d know which keys to hit.)

I also liked Nature class. We learnt about 
hedgehogs and heard a woman on a tape re-
gretting that she accidentally ran over one. 
Also we learnt about starfish and mussels, 
which tied into the tidal pools near our house. 
The class was taught by Mrs. Maidment, the 
headmistress, and we all stood up when she 
entered the room. (I think that practice con-
tinued on into Newpark?) Actually, I’m con-
fused. I remember its being taught by Mrs. 
Maidment and the standing-up business. But 
my report for Nature is signed P.M.P.

There was also some weird thing where 
we learnt about words like centipede, baker’s 
dozen, murmuration of starlings, etc.

Of mathematics I chiefly remember build-
ing pyramids out of cuisinaire rods.

Geography was taught by the Irish-language 
teacher, and I recall learning about French 
wines and the tour de France, as well as the 
chestnut about the word “kangaroo” arising 
because the colonists asked the Aboriginals 
what animal that was, and the Aboriginals 
supposedly replied “kang ga roo”, meaning 
“I don’t know”. I think I wondered even then 
how plausible that was.

I loathed Games, and was rubbish at them. I 
would run away to play games about Willy the 
Stick instead of playing field hockey, which I 
found a crashing bore.

CLASSES

By Dennis O’Brien

STR Markers, SNP’s and what we now 
think we know about King Brian’s DNA!

The O’Brien Surname Project through 
FTDNA has always been about the surname 
of O’Brien or those surnames which have de-
veloped from O’Brien over the centuries. We 
all know that surnames are a recent develop-
ment from a societal point of view.

Most persons with an O’Brien or associ-
ated surname probably have it in their mind 
that their cultural origin is Irish and that they 
are somehow related to the Clan of O’Brien’s 
that developed after King Brian.

What recent DNA studies have shown, ac-
tually proven, is that surnames were adopt-
ed on wider concepts then just blood lines. 
Some were political, some were because of 
placement within certain landholdings, some 
were “None Parental Events” (NPE), adop-
tions etc.

The project has around 500 male members 
who have been had their DNA tested to vari-
ous degrees or methods. Ten years ago, we 
placed all our trust into the STR Markers, 
but these were based on testing 12 STR’s. It 
took some time before we realized that at 12 
markers, we could be related to a larger range 
of members, thus links were presumed with 
the O’Brien Surname Project.

Within a short time, we started testing for 
25, then 37 markers. Around the same time 
Dennis Wright discovered the Irish Type3 
link, which was later named L226 SNP. Af-
ter this time, we moved to testing 67 STR 
markers, and now we test for 111. During 
the same period the importance of Termi-
nal SNP’s was recognized, and we started 
to realize the while STR markers can be of 
assistance, SNP’s were of more importance. 
With further testing and the introduction of 
the BigY we have discovered over 800 SNP’s 
both private and public that have developed 

after the original Male L226 SNP came to be.
All this has led to the ability for members 

to more accurately place themselves within 
tighter sub-groups. Then using STR markers, 
we are able to show relationships and con-
nections that make more sense and are based 
on real facts.

This project is very fortunate to have two 
family members who have documented heri-
tage that connects them directly to King Bri-
an. Using the DNA results of these members, 
we are now able to start an educated guess at 
the DNA haplogroup that King Brian either 
had or developed after him. Thus, we can 
now tell which of the O’Brien members are 
descendants of the line.

Current thinking is that R-DC33 was a 
SNP that Brian either carried or within a 
generation or two after his death. There are 
non-O’Brien surname holders who have the 
DC33 SNP. Some of these can be explained 
as either later generations who changed their 

names. One example being Kennedy or are 
the results of a NPE. Or they may be from an 
earlier generation just prior to Brian. All are 
members of the Dál gCais Clan.

We have recently identified 12 members 
who carry the R-YFS231286 SNP. I have 
nominated the SNP as the “Thomond SNP”. 
All these members appear to have a connec-
tion from the early 1300’s AD.

Additionally, those members with 
R-Y5610 SNP or a sub-group are also highly 
likely to be descendants of Brian.

More research is needed and I would 
highly recommend that any person who has 
an O’Brien related name and has not yet has 
their DNA tested give it serious consider-
ation.

https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/
obrien

You may find out a lot about your true fam-
ily history.

For those who may be interested 
 in DNA and O’Brien’s.
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T H E  7 T H  A N N U A L  I R I S H  S T U D I E S  P R O G R A M  C O N F E R E N C E
St. John Fisher College · Wilson Formal Lounge, Haffey Hall 

FRIDAY, APRIL 13, 2018 

remembering  the

9 a.m. WELCOME 
 Fionnuala Regan, Irish Studies Coordinator of Events

 THE GREAT FAMINE BACKGROUND 
 Students from the Celtic Spirituality class

 Frederick Douglass and the Origins of the Great Famine 
  Timothy J. Madigan, professor and chair, philosophy and classical studies

10:10 a.m. CHILDREN AND FAMINE 
 Elizabeth Osta, author of Jeremiah’s Hunger

 OTHER FAMINES IN IRISH HISTORY 
 Michael McCarthy, president of the Irish American Cultural Institute

11:15 a.m. THE GREAT FAMINE’S DEPICTION IN ART 
 Ryan Mahoney, executive director of Ireland’s Great Hunger Museum at Quinnipiac University,  
 and Angela Kelly, professor of photographic arts and sciences at Rochester Institute of Technology

12:20-1:15 p.m. LUNCH BREAK

1:25 p.m.  IRELAND’S GREAT FAMINE IN IRISH-AMERICAN HISTORY 
 Mary Kelly, professor of history at Franklin Pierce University

2:30 p.m. TEACHING THE GREAT FAMINE 
 Maureen Murphy, professor of curriculum and teaching and co-director of  
 Irish Studies, Hofstra University

3:35 p.m. FAMINE IN ROCHESTER TODAY 
 Julia Tedesco, executive director of Foodlink Rochester

4:25 p.m. SCREENING: IRELAND’S GREAT HUNGER AND THE IRISH DIASPORA 
 2017 Emmy Award-winning documentary narrated by Gabriel Byrne

7 p.m. CONCERT: MANUS MCGUIRE AND EMILY FLACK 
 135 BASIL HALL 
 Enjoy Sligo fiddle music with song and dance from Ireland and Canada.  
 Sponsored by the Irish American Cultural Institute and Comhaltas Ceóltoiri Éireann.

This conference is supported by the William and Helen Cavanaugh Chair 
of Catholic Studies and by a generous grant from

Contact Tim Madigan at (585) 385-5259 or  
tmadigan@sjfc.edu for more information.


