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Oireachtas: feis at another level
Aidan Ryan is 10, and his younger 

brother Sean is six. As Rince Na Tiarna 
Irish dancers, they’re familiar with com-
peting at a feis, or Irish dance competi-
tion, but they took their experience to 
another level over Thanksgiving weekend. 
It marked their first time competing at the 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Oireachtas, a re-
gional Irish dance championship.

As Sean prepared to compete in solo 
and team dances at the Oireachtas, he 
noted that he was excited to dance, but he 
was most excited about the awards. Both 
boys said they had been practicing a lot, 
every day, and Aidan added that he was 
also looking forward to swimming in the 
hotel pool when he wasn’t competing.

As they were preparing to depart for the 
Oireachtas, their mom, Michalina Ryan, 
said, “They’ve practiced so hard, and I’m 
looking forward to seeing all the kids 
come together to perform.” She valued the 
time they would spend there, noting that 
the time together with their team allows 
them to bond, develop new friendships, 
and strengthen existing friendships.

Reflecting on the past 
and looking to the future

When Colleen Herman was an Irish 
dancer with Rince Na Tiarna, she partici-
pated in the Oireachtas approximately 11 
times. Now, she’s the mother of an RNT 
dancer, Allie, who has been dancing for 
approximately four years.

Colleen reflected on her own Oireach-
tas experiences, noting that she doesn’t 
remember exactly how many awards she 

won, but she remembers spending time 
with friends, doing all the Oireachtas ac-
tivities, having sleepovers, and the overall 
experience. “It was exciting when we won, 
but it was all the other stuff. You work 
hard, but you have so much fun, too,” she 
said. “So much has changed – the girls 
have wigs, the dresses are different – but 
the friendships haven’t changed,” she ex-
plained.

Now, Allie looks forward to her own 
Oireachtas experiences, and she can’t wait 
until she gets a chance to go. Colleen not-
ed that Allie loves dancing with RNT and 
spending time with dance friends. “They 
go to different schools during the day, so 
it’s nice that they became friends through 
Irish dance. They’re all so happy for each 
other when they win, and she’s really 
looking forward to the time when she can 
experience that on a regional level,” she 
concluded.

Representing  
Rince Na Tiarna

RNT dancers have worked hard and 
spent numerous hours practicing and pre-
paring for Oireachtas competition. Mary 
Kay Heneghan, founder and instructor of 
Rince Na Tiarna, noted that she was very 
proud of her students. “They’ve worked so 
hard and practiced so much, and I’m so 
proud of them for their efforts and ded-
ication. When they compete, all of that 
hard work and effort shines through. It’s 
wonderful to watch,” she said.Aidan & Sean Ryan -  Rince Na Tiarna Irish dancers

“Laethanta 
Saoire Sona”

Buffalo Irish Times is made possible in part by a grant from the Irish Consulate
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Kevin

A Letter From
The Editor...

beannachtaí!

I hope you have been down to the Buffalo Irish 
Center to see the mural on our building.  You will be 
impressed at the art work and the message our mural 
gives.   

Since our last issue we have continued our “Irish 
Center Speaker Series”and you can read about the last 
two speakers in this issue.

Best wishes to everyone for a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Years.  

Make sure you check out the Buffalo Irish Center 
website to look at our calendar to see all the scheduled 
events.  

Nollaig Shona & bliain nua sásta
Kevin J. O’Brien, Editor

BY TIM BOHEN

Congressman Brian Hig-
gins and descendants of 
Mae Brun

On Saturday, November 
17th, 2018, the curators at 
Waterfront Memories and 
More Museum (WMM) 
in the First Ward hosted a 
program celebrating their 
newly acquired collection 
of President John F. Ken-
nedy memorabilia. But the 
program was as much a cel-
ebration of Mae Brun, the 
woman who acquired the 
Kennedy memorabilia.

City Comptroller Mark 
Schroeder organized the 
event and gave a thoughtful 
reflection of Mae (Colpoys) 
Brun, who he knew growing 
up in South Buffalo. Schro-
eder explained how Mae 
Brun was a powerful force 
in South Buffalo Demo-
cratic politics. Over Brun’s 
90 years, she assisted and 
counseled many local poli-
ticians. She also served as a 
NYS Democratic commit-
teewoman.  Her grandson, 
Kevin Brun, also touching-

ly spoke of his trailblazing 
grandmother. He explained 
that when he was younger 
he had no idea how import-
ant she was. Politicians such 
as Gerry Whalen, Michael 
Dillon and John Hillery 
would regularly seek out her 
advice. Her grandson also 
related an incredible story 
about Mae’s political prom-
inence that occurred during 
Senator John F. Kennedy’s 
1960 presidential campaign 
trip to Buffalo. Apparently, 
Kennedy’s mother, Rose, 
needed a place to spend the 
night, so she stayed with 
Mae Brun. 

The fact that Mae Brun 
was a powerful woman 
during a time when men 
dominated politics was 
proof of her political acu-
men. But what made her 
even more remarkable was 
the fact that she didn’t come 
from money, power, or have 
a prominent family name. 
Rather she was a single 
mother and a hardworking 
cleaning woman at Buffalo’s 
City Hall.

Mae Colpoys was born

in 1900 to Henry and Delia 
Colpoys, both immigrants 
from Ireland who arrived in 
the United States in the early 
1890s. Her early years were 
spent in and around Buffa-
lo’s First Ward and the Val-
ley. Eventually she settled on 
Columbus Avenue in South 
Buffalo. Her father worked 
as a laborer at a steel plant 
and later in the public works 
department for the city. Mae 
married Albert Brun, but 
was widowed by age 40 and 
was left to support her chil-
dren on her own. 

Mae Brun, like many Irish 
Americans, was inspired by 
President Kennedy. Over 
the years she collected var-
ious Kennedy memorabilia. 
In addition to photos, but-
tons, newspaper and maga-
zine clippings, she also kept 
a signed letter from John F. 
Kennedy thanking her for 
her hospitality.  Brun’s de-
scendants decided to donate 
Mae’s collection to Water-
front Memories and More 
museum.

The program at the mu-
seum included stories about

President Kennedy by Con-
gressman Brian Higgins 
and former Erie County 
Democratic Chairman Len 
Lenihan.  Higgins related 
how the Kennedy clan in-
spired his political activism, 
and shared some memories 
of his visit with the Kenne-
dy’s at Hyannis Point. Len 
Lenihan also mentioned 
how on September 28, 1960, 
at the age of 11, he was in-
vited to watch John F. Ken-
nedy speak at Memorial 
Auditorium.  Lenihan was 
so inspired that he decided 
he wanted to dedicate his 
life to politics. He also dis-
cussed some of the reasons 
for Kennedy’s political suc-
cess including his love for 
people and history, as well 
as the fact that he was a risk 
taker. He reminisced how 
Kennedy inspired so many 
people and gave the country 
a purpose. 

Mae Brun would be hap-
py to know that visitors to 
the museum will continue 
to be inspired by the late 
president for years to come.

A President and a Trailblazing 
Woman from South Buffalo
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BY PATRICIA C. DUGGAN

Romans and Turks and 
Vikings, oh my! On October 
28, 2018, Dr. John Sheehan, 
a professor at SUNY Cor-
tland among other higher 
education institutions, pre-
sented the history of Ire-
land from the 5 invasions 
of mythical Ireland to the 
unsettled days of The Trou-
bles. The history of Ireland 
encompasses a wide spec-
trum that includes religion, 
the physical and spiritual 
worlds, economic disasters, 
oppression, military might 
and a long -held tenet of the 
desire for independence. 

Dr. Sheehan incorporated 

stories of faeries, Druids and 
Celtic warriors when speak-
ing of early Ireland. He ex-
plained the 3 cauldrons of 
the Celts; the belly, the heart 
and the head were symbols 
of the spiritual.  Vikings, 
who set up cities in Ire-
land, Romans, Turks and of 
course the British contribut-
ed greatly to the historical 
background of Ireland. Dr. 
Sheehan touched upon the 
Catholic suppression under 
Cromwell and the rise of 
Irish nationalism. The mar-
ginalization of the Irish peo-
ple and the Irish famine led 
to millions leaving for life 
in America where the Irish 
have infused their culture 

with vigor into the arts, pol-
itics and society in general. 

The presentation was 
informative and included 
illustrations, poetry and 
anecdotal stories which all 
helped one visualize Irish 
history. At the end of the 
presentation, Dr. Sheehan 
mentioned Brexit and the 
ongoing discussions con-
cerning the open border 
with Northern Ireland. 
Brexit is an example of how, 
even today, the history of 
Ireland remains relevant 
and plays a role in European 
economic and societal deci-
sions. 

BIC Free Speaker Series: Dr. John Sheehan presented
Ireland: The Laboratory of European Imperialism

Margaret McGrath & Dr. John Sheehan
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BY JOSEPH XAVIER MARTIN

Like most countries in the 
Christian world, Christmas 
in Ireland is the largest cel-
ebration of the year. Many 
of the Irish Christmas tra-
ditions are similar to those 
found in other western 
countries. 

The greeting for “Happy 
Christmas” in Irish is  “Nol-
laig Shona Duit .”  The literal 
translation of this phrase is 
“Happy Christmas to you.” 
The British/ English expres-
sion “Happy Christmas” is 
more common in Ireland 
than its American/English 
equivalent of “Merry Christ-
mas”.

  Irish Christmas tradi-
tions usually begin on the 
first or second weekend of 
December, when many fam-
ilies start their preparation 
for the festivities. A thor-
ough cleaning of the house 
begins the season.   Each 
family has their own Christ-
mas traditions, but many 
popular, common practices 
remain. They are traditions 
that have been passed down 
through the generations.

On December 8th,  the 

Feast of the Immacu-
late Conception, virtually 
all schools in Ireland are 
closed for the day. It is tradi-
tionally the nation’s number 
one day for Christmas shop-
ping. On busy Grafton St., in 
Dublin; the shops are bright-
ly decorated, aglow with hol-
iday cheer. Shoppers search 
out the perfect present for 
loved ones. Lunches with 
friends, and a friendly pat on 
the bronze statue of Molly 
Malone, accompany the hol-
iday, ritual visit downtown

One of the well-observed 
of Irish Christmas traditions 
is the placement a candle 
in the window. One lighted 
candle is featured in a street-
side window. It is a symbolic 
sign of welcome for Mary 
and Joseph on Christmas 
Eve, as they searched for 
lodging. Some households 
welcome in strangers for 
food that evening, in tribute 
to the memory of the Holy 
Family.

Another tradition is that 
of the holly wreath. It re-
mains a popular, front-door 
adornment. The practice 
dates back to the days when 
most the native Irish would 

have decorated their homes 
with this freely available 
plant.

 Having an evergreen-type 
Christmas tree is a relatively 
new phenomenon in Ire-
land. Years ago, whole fam-
ilies went out to find holly 
bushes and ivy to decorate 
the mantelpiece and other 
parts of the house. Find-
ing a holly bush with lots 
of berries was considered 
a harbinger of good luck in 
the coming year. Holly was 
also used because it allowed 
poor people to decorate their 
homes in the same fashion 
as those who were better off. 
The bush was so common in 
Ireland during winter that 
there were enough plants for 
everyone.

Like everywhere else, 

most villages, towns and 
cities decorate their streets 
with holy symbols, lights 
and large Christmas trees. 
Churches, like those around 
the world, erect a Nativity 
Crèche to display the holy 
family and commemorate 
the birth of Jesus and the 
arrival of the Magi on little 
Christmas.

Many, if not all, Irish fam-
ilies decorate their homes 
with Christmas lights, tin-
sel and other decorations. 
A Christmas tree is usually 
erected in the family home. 
The tree will be beautiful-
ly decorated with garlands 
of tinsel, ornaments and an 
angel sitting atop the art-
ful green pyramid. Brightly 
wrapped presents lie un-
derneath the tree, waiting 

for the young ones to open 
on Christmas Day. Many 
homes will place Christmas 
ornaments on the fireplace 
mantle. Leaving a mince pie 
and a bottle of Guinness out, 
on Christmas Eve, was once 
popular in Ireland. It was 
meant to be a snack for San-
ta Claus.

Attending Midnight 
Mass, on Christmas Eve, is 
probably the most widely 
practiced of all Irish Christ-
mas traditions. The churches 
are crowded with the largest 
single congregations of the 
year. It is a particularly so-
cial occasion for families, to 
come together and meet up 
with friends and neighbors, 
and sing Christmas carols to 
celebrate the birth of Christ. 

For an  Irish  family, 
the  traditional Christmas 
Day dinner  is most im-
portant event of the season. 
Roast turkey and stuffing, 
clove-studded baked ham, 
crispy goose, potatoes, 
steamed Brussels sprouts, 
buttery sweet carrots, crispy 
parsnips, cranberry sauce, 
bread sauce, gravy all adorn 
the festive Christmas dinner. 
It is a time for spending time 

with loved ones, gift-giving, 
and enjoying good food. For 
adults, a whiff of the James-
on’s is a toast for luck in the 
coming year.

After spending a full 
day in Christmas celebra-
tions, the following day is 
a much calmer. St. Stephen 
Day (also known as Boxing 
Day) is another important 
day celebrating Christmas 
traditions. Its origins lie in 
England. It is a day, when 
servants, who were given 
the day off after Christmas, 
brought gifts back to stores 
for exchange.   Most Irish 
families treat St. Stephen’s 
Day as a day of rest. They 
attend Mass at their local 
church and afterwards, en-
joy another large meal. It is 
another day to celebrate the 
holidays with visiting friends 
and family.

And as always, at any Irish 
family meal, the stories of 
those who had come before 
were told and retold so that 
their traditions would be 
carried forth into the follow-
ing generations.

 Nollaig Shona 
Duit” to y’all.

Christmas in Eire
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Rince Na Tiarna’s Christmas party is a fa-
vorite event among dancers and their fami-
lies. Maeve McDougall, 16, has been a Rince 
Na Tiarna dancer since she was 10 years 
old. She said, “RNT dancers look forward to 
the party because they can spend time with 
friends. I love seeing how excited the kids 
get to see Santa Claus and do all the activ-
ities.”

The Rince Na Tiarna party also continues 
a special tradition of doing good for oth-

ers. At the party, RNT accepts donations of 
non-perishable food items for the City Mis-
sion. In addition, attendees have an oppor-
tunity to make Christmas cards for senior 
citizens.

Maeve McDougall noted that doing good 
for others is one of her favorite things about 
the party. “I like that people can donate to 
people in need at the party and make cards 
for senior citizens. It’s a way for us to help 
other people, and that’s important, espe-

cially during the Christmas season,” she ex-
plained.

Mary Kay Heneghan, founder and in-
structor of Rince Na Tiarna, noted that 
RNT’s party is a special event for dancers 
and their families. “It’s also an opportunity 
for us to do good for others. For example, in 
past years, we have presented a large mon-
etary donation to Camp Good Days and 
Special Times,” she said. “This we’re going to 
make an extra effort to help Journey’s End 

Refugee Services, a non-profit organization 
that helps refugees settle in Buffalo and be-
come independent, contributing residents 
of the Western New York community,” she 
continued.

“Rince Na Tiarna is a family, and we 
come together to help others. It’s important 
to do that during the Christmas season and 
throughout the year,” Heneghan concluded.

Rince Na Tiarna
Celebrating Christmas and doing good for others
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BY MEME RIEDY

The Daughters of Erin 
have been quite busy these 
last few months and have 
many events on our calen-
dar.  Our successful fund-
raising activity throughout 
the year has afforded us the 
opportunity to continue 
donations to various chari-
ties especially this season of 
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas.

We attended the annu-
al Knights of Equity and 
Daughters National Con-
vention in Livonia Michi-
gan in October.  We thank 
the members of Detroit 
Court 6 for a great weekend 
of friendship, catching up 
on activities of each Court, 
meetings and the election 
of National officers for the 
Daughters of Erin 2018 – 
2020.  Our congratulations 
to National President Linda 
Miller, Court 9 Pittsburgh 
and our very own Peg 
Breidenstein, National Vice 
President.  We look forward 

to working with our offi-
cers in the next two years 
and thank our outgoing 
National President, Robin 
Messenger, Court 5 Buffalo 
for her guidance during her 
time in office.

At our November meet-
ing, we will vote for the 
slate of officers for our own 
Court and a very special 
“Thank You” to current 
Daughters of Erin Court 5 
President Sheila Lempko 
who did an outstanding 
job during her tenure in 
the last two years.  Our slate 
of officers for 2018 -2020 
include: President, Stacie 
Sommer; Vice President, 
Kathy Shanahan; Secretary, 
Karen McKee; Treasurer, 
Eileen Slisz and Financial 
Secretary, Kathy Mendola.  
At this meeting we will also 
vote for our Tara Award 
Recipient for 2019.  The cri-
teria for this highest award 
given to a member of our 
organization is assisting the 
Knights of Equity in their 
endeavors, must be an ac-

tive member for at least five 
years, exemplify the ideals 
of the Daughters of Erin 
such as promoting the or-
ganization, taking part in 
Catholic action, fostering 
Americanism and promot-
ing Irish Culture.  Previous 
recipients include:  Bon-
nie O’Hara, Bonnie Som-
mer, Carol McSwain, Ellen 
Kuehlewind, Meme Riedy, 
Kathy Masterson, Kathy 
Frawley, Marge McNamara, 
Del Lillis, Mary Holzer-
land, Sue McCafferty, Pat 
Lynch, Maureen Fecio 
and Rosemary Davis.  The 
2019 recipient will be an-
nounced at the Daughters 
of Erin Christmas Party on 
Saturday December 1 and 
presented at the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick Dinner 
in March.

On behalf of the Daugh-
ters of Erin, we would like 
to extend a very Blessed 
and Merry Christmas to all 
and a Happy, Healthy New 
Year.

The Daughters of Erin
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Seen at the Mid-Atlantic Oireachtas
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Can a local festival be both popular and 
unknown to Western New Yorkers? It 
can if it’s the Niagara Celtic Heritage 
Festival! This charming event is held 
every year in Northern Niagara County, 
and if you haven’t visited before then 
mark your calendars now: September 17 
& 18.
For many Niagara Celtic is a hidden gem, 
a family-friendly affair that celebrates 
amazing heritage, history and fantasy in 
a way that’s reminiscent of the carnivals 
and fairs of yester-year. The festival 
is packed with non-stop entertainment 
and hands-on fun, all sheltered within 
trees and surrounded by a breathtaking 
view of Lake Ontario. Once you arrive 
you’ll instantly feel magic in the air. 
We’re not kidding! It’s an indescribable 
atmosphere, created out of an amazingly 
diverse crowd surrounded by so many 
new experiences and fun they can’t help 
but smile and get swept away.
There is a wonderful array of Irish, 
Scottish and Welsh foods, artisans, 

performers, craftsmen, animals, 
historical re-enactors and more. Guests 
can shop, dine, listen to music, cheer on 
athletes, learn to swordfi ght, see animal 
demos, explore the popular kid’s corner, 
attend classes…the list goes on and on. 
“You really have to see the festival to 
understand how amazing it is,” explains 
one of the festival’s Associate Directors, 
Vicki Banks. “Every year we have new 
guests join us that are stunned…they 
can’t believe such a unique and wonderful 
festival exists in their ‘backyard’.”
Visiting their website, NiagaraCeltic.
com, you can get a sense at how big 
and broad the festival is. Photos include 
guests enjoying a vast variety of 
entertainment. MacFarlane’s Company is 
one of a handful of groups that have been 
attending since 2001. Based in Ohio, they 
offer hands-on learning, including the 
chance for children to become soldiers 
and battle the British. Longtime member 
Karen Wood has attended since the fi rst 
year.  “I love the many folks who say 

‘My kids played your games at the 1st 
or 2nd [Niagara Celtic] festival and now 
they are in college or have little ones of 
their own!’”
We also believe one of the most 
important parts of their festival is their 
hard-working team of volunteers; nearly 
500 people contribute their talent and 
skills to help make sure guests have a 
wonderful time. To have such a large 
body of volunteers is rare for a modern 
non-profi t, and we can’t help but believe 
that mysterious ‘festival magic’ has 
something to do with it.
Save the Dates: the 16th Niagara Celtic 
Heritage Festival is on Sept. 17 & 18 
in Olcott, NY, which is less than an 
hour drive from Buffalo, Niagara Falls 
and Rochester. There’s also plenty of 
accommodations nearby if you visit for 
the weekend (different events happen 
each day so it’s worth staying). Pre-Sale 
tickets, VIP packages and even special 
discounts are available at NiagaraCeltic.
com; kids 12 & under are free, and there 

is also free parking. 
Of course one way for the festival to be 
memorable is to get in FREE! Visit their 
website by August 26th for a chance to 
win ticket packages- they’re drawing 
6 winners and the contest is open to 
everyone 14 and older.
**TIME AND MONEY SAVING TIP!! 
The festival’s Ticket Booth is always 
busy every year, though the staff works 
hard to process people as fast as possible. 
We recommend not wasting time 
standing in line by ordering your tickets 
online. The system is easy to use, and 
you’ll save money by ordering before 
Labor Day. Irish Times Readers can use 
the special Promo Code: TIMESLOVE 
and save 5% off your order- good until 
9/10! So this year while others stand in a 
long, sunny or windy line, you’ll already 
be enjoying the concerts, shopping, 
food…and everything else you love 
about Niagara Celtic! 
*Photo credit is to Wayne Peters for all 
our photos

The Daughters of Erin had a very 
successful year and although we have a 
summer break from business meetings 
there are festivals and events are on 
our “to do” list. The annual Calendar 
Luncheon, our largest fundraiser, was 
held in May and all 200 plus ladies 
had a wonderful time and enjoyed the 
beautifully decorated tables, lunch and 
the Chinese Auction under the expertise 
of our chairperson Bonnie O’Hara. This 
affords us the opportunity to continue 
our charitable donations throughout the 
year.
Our June meeting began with the 
beautiful candlelit Initiation Ceremony 
for new members. Renee Leiser 
did a wonderful job planning our 

ceremony and delicious catered dinner 
that followed. We welcomed 8 new 
members this year and congratulate 
MaryJo Beltrami, Sheila Fitzpatrick, 
Jacqueline Krupczyk, Mary Lynch, 
Elaine McAllister, Patricia Seiner, 
Caroline Spoth and Kristine Werner 
who were sworn in by Past National 
President Meme Riedy. A short business 
meeting led by President Rosemary 
Davis reminded us of the events the 
summer has in store for us.
The Knights of Equity 3rd Degree and 
Ladies of Kincora will host the annual 
“Antless Picnic” on Wednesday July 27 
from 5 – 8pm in the Claddagh Room 
of the Buffalo Irish Center. The event is 
open to all members, family and friends 

and features hamburgers, hot dogs, 
homemade salads, desserts and door 
prizes for adults and children. Tickets 
are only $10 for adults and $5 for 
children 10 years and younger and are 
available by calling Knights of Equity 
3rd Degree President Charlie McSwain 
at 860-2491 or can be purchased at 
the door the evening of the event. All 
proceeds benefi t our scholarship fund.
The Knights of Equity and Daughters 
of Erin National Convention will take 
place October 7th and 8th hosted by 
Pittsburgh Court 9 at the Marriott in 
Cranberry Township, PA. Meetings 
and renewing friendships will highlight 
the weekend and we know it will be 
a great time with our friends from 

Court 9 and Detroit Court 6. Robin 
Messenger, Court 5 Buffalo, will be 
sworn in as National President, so this 
will be a memorable weekend for all in 
attendance.
If you are Catholic and of Irish descent, 
over 18 years of age and would like to 
join our organization, contact President 
Rosemary Davis at 648-1589. Our 
meetings are the third Wednesday of 
each month (except July, August and 
December) at 7pm in the Buffalo Irish 
Center.
Have a safe, happy and fun summer!

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS

Closer Than You Realize: A Hidden Adventure along Lake Ontario
Finding Annual Celtic Fun at Olcott Beach

Daughters of Erin
by Meme Riedy

BY DONNA M SHINE

My mind raced with 
wild visions of conversa-
tions as I waited for Jody 
Lin, my DNA match who 
was raised by her adop-
tive Littlefield parents 
and knew nothing about 
her own past except the 
name of her birth mother, 
to return my call as prom-
ised by the man who had 
returned one of my phone 
calls to Jody Lin and her 
family. Not only were we 
related through our DNA 
match on Ancestry.com 
with a promise of at least 
a 4th to 6th cousin con-
nection, but in reality, we 
were 3rd cousins.

After waiting an hour 
and one half, my phone 
finally rang, and my heart 
jumped! Caller ID on the 
phone said, “Salt Lake” 
and I knew it just had to 
be Jody returning my call! 
I thought, “Oh Lord, here 
we go!” I had no idea how 
this was going to play out.

“Hello,” I answered.

The reply was, “Is this 
Donna Shine?” from 

the woman on the other 
end.

“Yes, it is. Are you Jody 
Lin?” I asked.

And with a soft, weepy 
voice that I could barely 
make out, she cried, “Yes, 
this is. Would you mind 
if I put you on speaker 
phone because I have 
my family here with me 
and they are jumping 
up and down and crying 
and they want to hear 
what you have to say. You 
have to forgive me for not 
speaking very clearly but 
I am so overwhelmed and 
excited right now, I can 
hardly speak!”

“Of course, you can put 
it on speaker phone, if 
you let me write this sto-
ry! I write articles for the 
Buffalo Irish Times news-
paper and would love to 
tell this story.  And, by 
the way Jody, we are ac-

tually 3rd cousins, a little 
closer than what Ances-
tryDNA had predicted.” I 
proceeded to explain the 
details of our family con-
nection through my (our) 
MULCAHY line from 
Crohane Lower, Tipper-
ary, Ireland, and at the 
same time, break the sad 
news that her biological 
mother had passed away 
in 1994. That part was ex-
tremely difficult for me to 
keep my emotions intact.

We talked for the bet-
ter part of an hour asking 
each other questions and 
explaining how each clue 
lead to answers that lead 
to more clues and finally 
to this phone call. 

Wow! My heart was 
racing! I, too, had tears 
running down both 
cheeks on my face as the 
reality of what I had done 
started to hit me. I had 
just changed forever, the 
life of a stranger with ev-
ery word I spoke. I prayed 
to God that I made the 
right decision. This was 
immense! With every bit 

of ancestral research I had 
learned and put together 
for my family, little did 
I know that I would be 
giving someone her “life” 
and her “family”, as Jody 
explained to me! Jody and 
her family are members of 
the Mormon Church and 
documenting their family 
ancestry is an extremely 
important part of their 
religion. I had opened 
that black hole of her past 
history and had given her 
a family…my family…
now, OUR family.

I wished Jody Lin, “A 
Very Happy Saint Pat-
rick’s Day! And now 
you know why you have 
so much Irish in your 
DNA!” I told her.  And 
before hanging up the 
phone and ending this 
spectacular moment, we 
both promised, as family, 
to keep in touch.

The Importance of  
Lateral Research: 

Part-7 The Returned Phone Call

I only know the names of 
two angels, Hark and Har-
old. Gregory-5 yrs.

Everybody’s got it all 
wrong. Angels don’t wear 
halos anymore. I forgot why, 
but scientists are working on 
it. Olive-9 yrs.

It’s not easy to become an 
angel! First, you die. Then 
you go to heaven, then there’s 
still the flight training to go 
through. And then you got 
to agree to wear those angel 
clothes. Matthew-9 yrs.

Angels work for God and 
watch kids when God has to 
go do something else. Mitch-
ell-7 yrs.

My guardian angel helps 
me with math, but he’s not 
much good for science, Hen-
ry-8 yrs.

Angels don’t eat, but 
they drink milk from Holy 
cows!!! Jack-6 yrs.

Angels talk all the way 
while they’re flying you up 
to heaven. The main subject 
is where you went wrong 
before you got dead. Daniel- 

yrs 9.
When an angel gets mad, 

he takes a deep breath and 
counts to ten.  And when 
he lets out his breath, some-
where there’s a tornado. Rea-
gan-10 yrs.

Angels live in cloud hous-
es made by God and his son, 
who’s a very good carpenter. 
Jared-8 yrs.

Angels are girls because 
they gotta wear dresses and 
boys didn’t go for it. Anto-
nio-9 yrs.

My angel is my grandma 
who died last year. She got 
a head start on helping me 
while she was down here on 
earth. Katelyn-9 yrs.

Some of the angels are in 
charge of helping heal sick 
animals and pets. And if 
they don’t make the animals 
better, they help the child get 
over it. Vicki-8 yrs.

What I don’t understand 
about angels is why, when 
someone is in love, they 
shoot arrows at them. Sar-
ah-7 yrs.

The 
“Lighthearted” 
Corner “Angels 
as Explained by 

Children”
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The Illustrated Life of Michael Collins by 
Colm Connolly is a short multipictured look 
at the brief but important life of Michael 
Collins.  A hero of the 1916 revolt, he was 
assassinated during the civil war, which 
followed the establishment of the Irish Free 
State.

Readers looking for an in-depth biography 
of his life will not fi nd it in this work.  What 
you will fi nd is a very readable glimpse into 
the life of  “The Big Fellow,” as many called 
him.  

Michael Collins was a man of many gifts.  
While his formal education ended at the 
local National School, he acquired a love of 
books and learning from his father at an early 
age.  At the age of six his father died. Young 
Michael continued learning from his family 
and members of the community.  During this 
time he developed a knowledge and love of 
Ireland, its history and a fi erce devotion for 
Irish independence.

Michael was also gifted with good looks and 
guile.  These talents helped him in personal 
relationships and in establishing a stunningly 
successful spy ring.  His use of “G” men and 
operatives such as the “Twelve Apostles” 
proved very useful in dealing with the far 
superior British Army.

Although a brief work, The Illustrated Life 
of Michael Collins gives the reader a real 

feel for the man who served Ireland so well 
during these desperate times.  On his father’s 
deathbed, “he pointed to Michael junior and 
said to the assembled family: ‘Mind that 
child.  He’ll be a great man yet and will do 
things for Ireland.’”

As always, visitors are welcome to use 
the library.  Presently, hours are the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7 PM and 
by appointment. Please contact me fi rst as 
there is an Irish language class being held in 
the library at that time.  I may be reached 
at:  716-873-1078 or jjeboyle@yahoo.com.  
Volunteers are always welcome and we are 
still looking for book club members.

Gems from the Library
Jim Boyle

10 Family History Questions 
to Ask Your Grandparents

When researching your family history, one of the greatest resources at your disposal are 
your living relatives. Your grandparents and other older relatives may just be your closest 
connection to earlier generations of your family.
When your grandparents pass, their knowledge and memories of your family’s history 
disappear forever.
Interviewing your elderly relatives now is not only great for capturing and preserving their 
stories for future generations, but also a wonderful way to get to know them better.
Here are some questions to ask your grandparents before it’s too late:
1. What were the names and birthdates of your siblings, parents and grandparents? Did any of 
them have nicknames?
2. When and where were you born? Did your parents share any stories with you about that day?
3. What is your earliest childhood memory? Happiest? Saddest?
4. What was your childhood like? What did you enjoy doing for fun?
5. What was school like for you growing up? Where did you go to school?
6. When and how did you meet grandpa/grandma?
7. Who was the oldest relative you remember as a child?
8. What did you want to be when you grew up? What jobs did you have?
9. What events most impacted your life growing up?
10. What would you say is your proudest achievement?

Thomas W. Carroll Ancient Order 
of Hibernians Division One and the 

Black Rock Historical Society

Recently worked together to mark the 150th 
Anniversary of the Fenian Invasion of 
Canada from Buffalo in 1866 at the Fenian 
Monument.  This commemoration also 
marked the 5th Annual commemoration 
of the Fenian Invasion by the AOH at the 
actual site of the Fenian Invasion along 
the Niagara River in Towpath Park.  The 
commemoration was the culmination of 
events on Friday June 3rd and Saturday 
June 4th, 2016.  A Hooley was held at the 
Buffalo Irish Center on Friday.  Saturday’s 
events included a Parade down Niagara 
Street to the Fenian Monument and a 
very moving ceremony at the Monument, 
attended by almost one hundred individuals, 

including the Consul General of Ireland, 
Barbara Jones, local dignitaries including 
New York State Senator Tim Kennedy, City 
of Buffalo Comptroller, Mark Schroeder 
and many members of the AOH and the 
Black Rock Historical Society.  The day’s 
events concluded with a reception at the 
Black Rock Historical Society Museum.  
The weekend’s events not only helped to 
honor an important event in the history 
of Buffalo, but also helped to honor those 
brave individuals who also served to inspire 
the Easter Rising in Ireland fi fty years later!  
Tom Lambert, AOH NYS Secretary and 
AOH Division One President

NYS Senator, Tim Kennedy; AOH Member Larry Ginnane; Irish Consul 
General, Barbara Jones;  AOH NYS Secretary and Division One President, 
Tom Lambert; AOH Standing Committee Chairman, Jim O’Brien; AOH Vice 
President Kevin Lafferty, AOH Member Patrick Krey; AOH Financial Secretary, 
Tom Callaghan and AOH Member Bill Butler.

BY: DONNA M SHINE

The HDC Research Li-
brary is opened on its regu-
larly scheduled hours of the 
1st & 2nd Saturdays and 3rd 
Tuesdays between October 
2018 and June 2019 from 
11:00 am until 3:00 PM. 
Buffalo Irish Genealogical 
Society volunteers will assist 
with any genealogical issue 
you may be experiencing.

The Buffalo Irish Ge-
nealogical Society greeted 
visitors to the Buffalo Irish 
Festival on the waterfront 
this past August 25th and 
received an enthusiastic 
reception by the public as 
they entered the tent. Many 
visitors requested research 
of their family by filling out 
Ancestral Charts and leav-
ing contact information to 
be researched later.

Tables were arranged 
side-by-side with the School 
of Irish Culture & Language, 

enabled visitors to research 
their first or “given” names 
at one table then their last or 
“surname” with us. Closing 
was set for 5:00 pm that day, 
but the visitors were con-
stant until 7:00 pm at which 
time our volunteers Patricia 
Pike and Donna M Shine 
had other commitments.

BIGS was again present 
at the Genealogical Fair at 
St. Gabriel’s Church in West 
Seneca on September 8th 
hosted by the Polish Gene-
alogical Society of Western 
New York (PGSWNY). Vol-
unteers, Ed Patton, Nancy 

Koester, Diane Blaser, James 
and Donna Shine fielded 
more genealogical queries 
and gave direction to many 
visitors, some who had vis-
ited us at the Buffalo Irish 
Festival.

A big THANK YOU! To 
all our volunteers who had 
great times, a few challeng-
es, and received more sat-
isfaction with “getting the 
word out!” about who we 
are and what we do. 

Please check our ad for 
times of our upcoming 
meetings and library dates.

GENEALOGY: BIGS 
“Gets the Word Out!” as 
HDC Research Library 

Reopens
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On November 16, 2018 
Freedom For All Ireland 
Night to support Carmel 
Quinn and her efforts to 
obtain justice for the Bally-
murphy Massacre Families.   
Those present to lend their 
support included (from left 
to right) Martin Galvin, Na-
tional and NYS FFAI Chair; 

Dolores Desch, NY LAOH 
FFAI Chair; Sean Pender, 
National AOH Treasurer; 
Jere Cole, National AOH 
Secretary; Tom Lambert, 
NY AOH and Buffalo Di-
vision 1 Vice President; 
Carmel Quinn; John Man-
ning, NY AOH Secretary; 
Brian Kelly, NY AOH Com-

modore Barry Chair; Tim 
McSweeney, National AOH 
Organizer and Immediate 
Past NY AOH President; 
Cathy Turck, Nation-
al LAOHCatholic Action 
Chair; and Liam McNabb, 
National AOH Director.

National and New York AOH/LAOH 
Officers at the Father Henry Tansey 
Division 5 Hal in Albany, New York 

Certificate in Genealogical Research from Boston University
Advanced Genetic Genealogy Certificate from 

Genealogical Institute of Pittsburgh
Experienced in Estate Genealogy 
 Unknown Parentage using DNA

NANCY GAVIN KOESTER
GENEALOGY RESEARCH

NGKTREES@GMAIL.COM  •  716-374-1987
FACEBOOK AT NGKTREES

HEARN / O’NEIL / CULLIHEY: Looking for information on Anne O’NEILb. May 1861 
in Canada to Murt (possibly Murtagh) O’NEIL and Catherine CULLIHEY (could be CUD-
DIHEY /CULLINEY/CULLINANE / CULLEENY). 1865 New York Census for Buffalo, lists 
the family as Father Murt 28y b. Ire; Mother Cate 28y b. Ire; Children: Mose 9y b. Canada; 
Mary 7y b. Canada; Annie 5y b. Canada; Michael 4y b. Canada; Owen 1+ 7/12y b. Erie Co. 

    Anne married Patrick HEARN b. Abt 1852 n Canada to Thomas & Ellen HEARN.
Any information would be appreciated. Please contact: Thomas Korzelius TOMEKAY@

hotmail.com 

QUERIES

Helping to 
keep the 
traditions 

alive!
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IRISH CULTURE 
& FOLK ART

ASSOCIATION OF BUFFALO, NY INC.

SPONSOR OF 
THE ANNUAL 

BUFFALO FEIS

All interested in our 
Irish Heritage are welcome. 

MEETINGS:
2nd Wednesday at 7:00pm 
at the Buffalo Irish Center

For Information, Call
 Charlie McSwain at 716-677-4497

www.buffalofeis.org

BY: KEVIN LAFFERTY 

 On Saturday 
December 8th, the Erie 
County Division of the 
Ancient Order of Hi-
bernians and the La-
dies Ancient Order of 
Hibernians will present 
their annual awards at 
their Christmas Dinner/
Awards Celebration. The 
awards presented were 
the AOH & LAOH Hi-
bernian of the Year and 
the AOH John Barry 
Medal. 

 The AOH will 
present the Commodore 
John Barry Memorial 
Medal to Norm Hamil-
ton. Norm is currently 
the Recording Secretary 
of Division 1. He is also 
a twenty year member of 
the AOH also member 
of St. Pats Club, Knights 
of Equity, BIGS and the 
GAAA. Norm proudly 
served his country in the 
Vietnam War. He served 
faithfully and retired 
from the US Customs & 
Border Protection after 
27 years as Narcotics K9 
Officer. Norm is married 
to Patricia Mary Cor-
bran for 47 years, they 
have three daughters 
Kelly (Ryan), Colleen 
(Vinny), Margaret (Pe-
ter) and 7 grandchildren 
Ally and Abby, Caleb 
and Caroline, Millie, 
Liam and Ben.

 
The AOH its Hiberni-

an of the Year Award to 
Kevin McNamara. Kev-
in currently serves as the 

Division Financial Sec-
retary. Kevin was born 
in the Old First Ward 
and attended Holy Fam-
ily Grammar School. He 
would go on to earn his 
diplomas from Burgard 
High School in the City 
of Buffalo. Kevin spent 
the next 44 years work-
ing for National Fuel, 
recently retiring after a 
wonderful career. Kevin 
has been married to his 
bride, Janis, for 44 years. 
Kevin and Janis are the 
proud parents of 3 boys 
and the prouder grand-
parents of 7 grandchil-
dren. Kevin is relative-
ly new member of the 
AOH but in his short 
time he has stepped to be 
on the Executive Board 
and a founder of the re-
vamped AOH Honor 
Guard. Kevin is truly de-
serving of the Hibernian 
of Year Award. 

The LAOH will pres-
ent their Hibernian of 

the Year Award to Chris-
tianne Gawel. 

The AOH and LAOH 
will continue its new 
tradition of partnering 
with the Felician Sis-
ters at the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Central 
Convent on Doat Street 
in Buffalo to provide 
new toys for families in 
need. The AOH/LAOH, 
through its guests at 
the dinner, will provide 
over 50 toys and gifts to 
the Felician Sisters. The 
AOH/LAOH are proud 
to continuation of  this 
effort and thank all for 
their participation. 

The AOH and LAOH 
want to thank all those 
that have supported the 
organizations in 2018. 
They look forward to 
more Friendship, Unity 
and Christian Charity in 
the coming New Year.

ERIE COUNTY AOH/
LAOH TO PRESENT 
ANNUAL AWARDS

Mount Mercy Academy, 
under the direction of Mrs. 
Suzanne Overdorf, is offer-
ing its Leadership Program 
to females in eighth grade 
from several local schools.  
The program meets once 
per quarter at Mount Mercy 
Academy.   An orientation 
and welcome dinner was 
held on October 2, 2018 for 
the students and their fam-
ilies, as well as the princi-
pals of the schools that are 
participating. Mount Mer-
cy President Margaret M. 
Cronin along with Principal 
Margaret Staszak and Su-
zanne Overdorf welcomed 
everyone and reviewed the 
program’s expectations. The 
Institute will culminate with 
a graduation ceremony on 
April 30, 2019.

  All local gram-
mar schools were invited to 
participate. Nineteen girls 
received recommendations 

from their principals to be 
part of The Mount Mercy 
Academy Leadership Insti-
tute.  Notre Dame Academy, 
Discovery School, Southside 
Elementary School, St. John 
Vianney, St. Monica at Na-
tivity Miguel Campus, Our 
Lady of Victory, Lorraine 
Elementary and Queen of 
Heaven have all sent stu-
dents to participate in this 
exciting program.

The program is designed 
to develop and refine inher-
ent leadership skills.  Public 
speaking is one of the main 
areas of focus during the 
program as it is an essential 
component of leadership.  
Students are instructed on 
how to identify strong role 
models through the use of 
literature, film, poems and 
inspirational quotes.  An-
other facet of the program is 
learning about the moral re-
sponsibility that comes with 

leadership.  This includes 
the onus to use one’s gifts to 
improve the world.

Students create a vision 
board to help them real-
ize their short term and 
long term goals for the fu-
ture.  The future leaders are 
charged with the task of cre-
ating a service project based 
on a need in their schools or 
in the community. 

Overdorf, who is also a 
member of Mount Mercy’s 
Board of Trustees, com-
mented, “Each year I wit-
ness the transformation in 
students when high behav-
ioral expectations are set.  
These students enter the 
program a little unsure of 
themselves and leave very 
confident with a better sense 
of who they are, where they 
want to go and what their 
responsibilities are in mak-
ing our world better.”

 

Mount Mercy Academy 
Helps Build Future 

Leaders
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Christianne Gawel – Ladies Hibernian of the Year!
SUBMITTED BY JOYCE BURKE

Please join me in con-
gratulating this year’s Hi-
bernian of the Year, Chris-
tianne Gawel.  Hibernian of 
the Year is a high honor in 
Western New York, select-
ed by past recipients of the 
award, and Christianne is 
well deserving.

Christianne Gawel, née 
Hill, is a steadfast supporter 
of the Ladies Ancient Order 
of Hibernians LAOH and 
the Buffalo Irish communi-
ty.  Mentored by her beloved 
Grandmother Shirley Hill of 
South Buffalo, Christianne 
joined the Buffalo LAOH as 
soon she turned 18.  She has 
fond memories of attending 
LAOH events and meetings 

with her Grandmother, who 
especially enjoyed hosting 
the March monthly meet-
ings.    

Christianne keeps her 
grandmother’s memory 
alive in her own work with 
the LAOH, along with keep-
ing true to the tradition of 
St. Patrick’s Day as a fami-
ly celebration.  Every year 
Christianne decorates her 
home with shamrocks in 
every window and lots of 
Irish crosses.  On parade 
day the entire extended Hill 
family gathers to march 
with the LAOH/AOH down 
Delaware Street, then they 
all head over the Uncle Jim 
Hill’s for a fine dinner of 
potato soup, Reubens, and 
Irish soda bread.  While it is 

a dream of Christianne’s to 
someday visit Ireland, she 

finds joy and contentment 
right here at home, in her 

family’s smiling Irish eyes.
When asked what her 

Irish heritage means to her, 
Christianne quoted the 
LOAH motto:  “Friendship, 
Unity and Christian char-
ity.  I’m all about family, 
friends and faith.”  Christi-
anne’s 21 years in the LAOH 
have been years of valued 
community service, serv-
ing alternately as Sentinel 
and Mistress of Arms.  She 
loves being a part of the or-
ganization, is always happy 
to do what she can to help 
and, in keeping with her 
grandmother’s teachings, 
has passed down that love to 
her three children.  McKen-
zie, Emma and Phillip, ages 
14, 13 and 8, attend LAOH 
meetings and events with 

Christianne whenever they 
can.  They are always happy 
to help with special assign-
ments and perform their 
own community service, 
volunteering at local food 
banks.

The Award will be pre-
sented on Saturday, Dec. 8 at 
the annual AOH Christmas 
Party held in the Claddagh 
Room of the Buffalo Irish 
Center.

Tickets are $35.00 and 
are available by contacting 
Kevin Lafferty: Lafferkm@
hotmail.com

Congratulations, Christi-
anne Gawel! 

 Thank you for your many 
years of service and best 
wishes for many more hap-
py years ahead.

by Patricia C. Duggan

Ready for the holidays? Whether it’s 
planning a meal to share with friends or 
just having food available when friends or 
family stop by, cooking a cut of meat or 
poultry can make hosting an easy endeav-
or when put together with cocktails, tasty 
sides and desserts. Here is a recipe from 
the Sa Chistin cookbook. Enjoy!

Sa Chistin
(In the kitchen)

In a large pot, cover ham with cold water and bring to a boil. Throw out the water and replace 
with cider. Bring just to a boil and lower heat, barely simmering 20 minutes per pound. Remove 
from the heat and let stand in the liquid for 30 minutes. Take the ham out, skin it and score the 
fat in a diamond pattern. Mix the brown sugar and mustard and rub well into the ham. Stud 
the ham with the cloves. Bake for 10 minutes per pound at 400 degrees.

Limerick Ham
3-5 pound ham
1 tsp. mustard

1 gal. cider
20 whole cloves

½ cup brown sugar 
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BY ANNA LUCE

Mary Kate O’Connell, 
Actress & Singer, was the 
special Guest Artist Sunday 
afternoon November 18th to 
a Full House at the Buffalo 
Irish Center in South Buffalo. 
Unable to act or sing due her 
female family heroes, or “She-
roes”.

O’Connell’s friendly, casu-
al demeanor quickly put the 
audience at ease as she told 
several personal stories from 
to sickness, she forged ahead 
because “the show must go 
on” and delivered a talk on 
“Strong Irish Women”, regal-
ing the crowd with warm & 
witty tales of her own family. 
She garnered laughs with her 
mother’s propensity to choose 
blue colored cars for the fam-
ily automobile: “blue like the 
Blessed Mother’s robe”. When 
her father brought home a 
gold car one time, her moth-
er’s prediction of bad luck to 
come proved to be prophet-
ic as a series of mechanical 
failures, motor malfunctions, 
and assorted unfortunate inci-
dents plagued the non-Bless-
ed-Mother-Blue car. The next 
car purchase was blue.

  O’Connell fondly recalled 
the love & support of she al-
ways received from her family 
& relatives. She reminded her 
audience of the indomitable 
spirit of the Irish people and 
all they’ve had to overcome. 
She memorialized a fond aunt 
who made each one of her 
many nieces & nephews feel 
special with their own color 
combinations on Christmas 
cookies-- a cross between sug-
ar cookies & shortbread. But, 
alas, no one ever wrote down 
the recipe.

O’Connell then graciously 
opened up her presentation 

by encouraging people in the 
audience to share their own 
recollections of Strong Irish 
Women.

Barbara Willis shared that 
her Great Aunt Carol in Iowa, 
barely out if her teens, board-
ed a ship for the long trip 
across the Atlantic Ocean to 
France as a volunteer with the 
YMCA to serve during WWI 
(1914-18).

A man told the group that 
one of his female ancestors in 
Ireland passed herself off as 14 
although she was only 11 in 
order to emigrate to America, 
find work, and improve her 
condition.

  This reporter relayed 
the story of her Great 
Grand-Mother leaving Ireland 
with only a bag & her Concer-
tina as a young girl.(Details 
of her saga to be found in the 
next issue of the “Buffalo Irish 
News”.)

Mary Kate O’Connell invit-
ed the audience to attend one 
of her up-coming shows. In 
addition to being an Actress 

& Singer, she also has her own 
theater company, “O’Connell 
and Company”, putting on 
plays, musicals, and special 
events. About to open: “Nun-
sense” (Nov. 29 - Dec. 23). 
Next up: “Love Letters” by 
Buffalo’s own A. R. Gurney. 
Followed by: “1776” (Apr. 25 
- May 19). Tickets: $15 - $30. 
(716) 848-0800 More infor-
mation: www.oconnelland-
company.com  

In residence at “The Park 
School” in Snyder.

Coffee, tea, fresh local ap-
ple cider, as well as cheese & 
crackers, fresh fruit, cookies, 
mini-eclairs & mini-cream 
puffs were all offered at the re-
ception before & after the talk.

O’Connell got a big laugh 
when she announced she 
didn’t cook: “I have a kitch-
en because it came with the 
house.”

As the crowd shuffled out 
to the cold, crisp, autumn 
day, people continued to talk 
and share stories of all their 
own un-sung Sheroes.

“O’Connell Regales 
Crowd with Tales of 

‘Strong Irish Women’”

Mary Heneghan, Margaret McGrath, Anna Luce, 
Barbara Willis, Mary Kate O’Connell, 
Maureen Little and Sharon Charleson

November brings danc-
ers across the country to 
compete in their Regional 
Oireachtas.

 Rince na Tiarna was rep-
resented by over 70 compet-
itors who worked tirelessly 
to perfect steps and chore-
ography.  We are so proud of 
all the dancers who stepped 
foot on the Oireachtas stages 
in Philadelphia.  Congratu-
lations to the children, their 
teachers and parents for 
helping to “Keep the tradi-
tions alive”. 

Best of Luck to our World 
Qualifiers as they compete in 
OIREACHTAS RINCE NA 
CRUINNE

(World Irish Dance 
Championship) to be held 
in Greensboro, N.C. and our 
North American Irish Dance 
National Qualifiers compet-
ing in Vancouver, BC.

Placing in their Solo Age 
Group  (soft shoe, hard 

shoe &  Set ):
Fiona Dargan 1st Place,              

Sean Ryan 4th Place,                        

Mattie Pennington 4th Place
Minton 4th Place,                         

Elexa Duggan 6th place,                    
Kienen Duggan 6th Place,

Lochlan Davis  7th Place,            
Meghan Loftus 9th Place,                 
Maeve Lickfeld 9th Place,

Jackson Kelly 10th Place,            
Alyssa Lickfeld 13th Place,                
Fiona Murphy 25th Place,

Grace Dempsey 31st 
Place,         Kyella O’Connor 
35th Place,             Emily Mc-
Gough 38th Place,

Linnea Neureuther 38th 
Place,    Caroline Courtney 
39th Place,          Chloe Wo-
jtanik 46th Place

Meghan Murphy 50th 
Place,      Madeline Lickfeld, 
52nd Place,         Allison Burd 
53rd Place,

Katie Donovan 62nd 
Place,         Emma Mahoney 
63rd Place              Arianna 
Smith 64th Place

Placing in their Tradition-
al Set age group:

 Lilah Godsoe 9th,  Made-
line Hagner 9th, Ella Lynch  
11th Place, Jane Konieczny 

14th Place,
Mia Romanello 15th 

Place, Eowyn Colley 16th 
Place, Sydney Moran 16th 
Place, Lucia Cartonia 19th 
Place, Nora Piotrowicz 20th 
Place, Rhiannon Paterson 
20th Place, Siena Cartonia 
22nd Place

TEAM RESULTS
 Senior Girls 8 Hand Over 

15: 1st Place
Primary Mixed 8 Hand 

Under 10: 1st Place
Senior Choreography  

Over 15: 2nd Place      Minor 
Choreography: 2nd Place

Junior Girls 4 Hand U15A: 
3rd Place             Senior Girls 4 
Hand Over 15: 5th Place

Minor Girls 4 Hand U12B 
: 6th Place               Junior Girls 
Ceili U15: 7th Place

Minor Girls Ceili U12: 8th 
Place                         Junior 4 
Hand U15B: 9th Place

Minor Girls 4 Hand U12A: 
10th Place               Junior Girls 
Ceili U15: 18th Place

RINCE NA TIARNA 
OIREACHTAS 
OVERVIEW
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BIGS
Buffalo Irish 

Genealogical Society

NEXT 3 REGULAR
 MEETINGS

will be in the HDC Conference Room
of the Heritage Discovery Center

100 Lee St, Buffalo, NY 14210
April 20, 2019- Saturday, 10:30-11 AM
18th Annual “Gathering of the Clans”

w/Beginners’ 101 Workshop and One-on-Ones
July 16, 2019 - Tuesday, 6:00 PM

Oct 5, 2019 - Sat @ 10:30 AM

NEXT ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
*January 19, 2019 - Saturday @ 10:30 AM 

will be in the
GAAA Irish Library
Buffalo Irish Center

245 Abbott Rd, Buffalo, NY 14220

VISIT OUR WEB SITE!

http://bigNY.webs.com
or find us on facebook

MURPHY - William F. 
August 30, 2018. Beloved 
husband of 58 years to Mary 
C. (Long); dear father of 
William F. Jr. (Mary Joy), 
Michael J. (Debra), J. Pat-

rick, Thomas J. (Kim) and 
Brian J. (Sara) Murphy; 
grandfather of Christopher, 
Brendan, Daniel Murphy, 
Anne Marie (Bryan) Rivard, 
Deirdre (Cory) Byrd, Col-
leen Murphy (Duy Truong), 
Katherine Murphy; 
great-grandfather of Brid-
get, Jocelyn; brother of John 
“Cy” Murphy (Ellen) and 
Sister Thomas Marie Mur-
phy, RSM. Bill was a teacher 
in the Buffalo Public Schools 
for 36 years. In retirement, 
he enjoyed gardening, 
reading, and his grandchil-
dren and was active in his 
church. He was known for 

being kind, gentle, and wise. 
Friends called Tuesday 4-8 
PM at the PERNA, DEN-
GLER, ROBERTS FUNER-
AL HOME, 1671 Maple Rd., 
Williamsville. Friends were 
invited to attend a Mass of 
Christian Burial at St. Ben-
edict RC Church (Main St. 
at Eggert Rd.), Wednesday 
at 9:30AM. Interment fol-
lowed at Holy Cross Cem-
etery, Lackawanna New 
York. Condolences at www.
denglerrobertsperna.com. 
In lieu of flowers, donations 
to the Sisters of Mercy are 
appreciated, https://www.
sistersofmercy.org/donate.

We say “goodbye” to a beloved retired teacher and a longtime member and volunteer of 
the Buffalo Irish Genealogical Society, BIGS. Bill Murphy passed away this past August. 

Obituary

BY KATHY BYRNS MANDOLA

The Sons of Erin, The 
Knights of Equity, The 
friendly sons of St. Patrick 
and the Catholic Institute 
were formed in Buffalo 
during the mid 19th cen-
tury.  Other groups formed 
later, such as, The Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, The 
St. Patrick’s Irish-Amer-
ican club and the United 
Irish American association.  
These clubs were scattered 
all over the Buffalo area and 
surrounding suburbs.  

Lillian recalls her father-
in-law having a desire to 
bring all the Irish clubs to-
gether under one roof.  He 
spoke of it often with true 
conviction.  

Lillian and her husband, 
Judge John Callahan, were 
preparing to purchase their 
present home on McKinley 
Pkwy.  Their realtor was 
John McCarthy, working 
with BW Morris realty.  Mr. 
McCarthy told the Calla-
hans that the YMCA on 
Abbott would be closing.  
There was concern as to 
what type of impact an ag-
ing, empty building would 
have on the area.  John, 
however, had other ideas. 

In 1952 the Riley Center, 
thanks to Msgr. Woulfe al-
lowing the GAAA to meet 
there, was their headquar-
ters.  It was in the basement 
of Duffy High school.  

By the mid 1960’s both 

the GAAA  and the Knights, 
who were on Delaware 
Ave., were also looking for 
new quarters, preferably in 
South Buffalo where many 
people had Irish roots.  

Due to cutbacks, the 
United Way was no longer 
going to fund the South Buf-
falo YMCA.  Judge Callahan 
saw this as an opportunity 
and passed the information 
on to Michael Byrne. Ques-
tionnaires were sent out to 
members for feedback and 
asked for help by each pur-
chasing a $100.00 stock cer-
tificate.  

Negotiations began be-
tween the St. Pat’s GAAA, 
represented by Judge Cal-
lahan and board member 
Fred Conway.  They offered 
$50.000.00 for the build-
ing and quickly stated they 
did not need it during the 
day; only on weekends and 
evenings and would lease 
it back to the YMCA with 
a five year contract and the 
option to renew every five 
years.  

The down payment was 
$10,000.00.  The GAAA 
asked the Knights of Equi-
ty to be be partners in the 
purchase.  President Tom 
Johnson invited Michael 
Byrne to pitch the sale.  The 
deal was done in the spring 
of 1970 and final papers 
were signed by Michael 
Byrne, then president of 
the GAAA, on October 19, 

1970 to complete the sale. 
The building was already 

old and in disrepair.  New 
plumbing and electricity 
were needed as well as a 
roof.   Many members vol-
unteered their time and 
trades to bring the building 
up to safety and building 
code standards.   

After the purchase mon-
ey was raised through me-
morial plaques throughout 
the club.  More fundrais-
ers would follow over the 
years and continue to this 
day.  The YMCA eventual-
ly moved out completely in 
1975.  Shortly afterwards 
the pool was covered and 
the gym revamped to create 
the Emerald ballroom and 
the smaller Claddagh room.  

As many families immi-
grated to America for a bet-
ter life, they were faced with 
the same prejudices as the 
Polish, Germans, Italians 
and so   , The Irish, forming 
groups, created a “family” of 
support and understanding.  
Bringing all of those groups 
under one roof was genius. 

The Buffalo Irish Center 
has truly become the hub 
of the Irish population and 
is integral in keeping our 
Irish heritage and traditions 
alive.  

Information for this ar-
ticle was also contributed 
by Mary Hennegan and the 
1995 Irish Times. 

GETTING T KNOW 
THE BUFFALO IRISH 

CENTER 2018

BUFFALOIRISHTIMES
TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT EDITION OF THE:

CALL THE BUFFALO IRISH CENTER AT 825-9535 • OR EMAIL: BUFFALOIRISHTIMES@GMAIL.COM
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GENEALOGY
Family Research

Guidelines to untangling your roots

Donna M. Shine
6350 Scherff Road, Orchard Park NY 14127

(716) 662-1164
dmshine@aol.com

BY KATHLEEN BYRNS MENDOLA

Getting to Know….
Lillian Callahan was heartwarming.  

She is a charming, soft spoken, lovely 
woman and I was honored to be invited 
into her beautiful home.  

She was born Lillian Hart to parents 
who were both from Ireland.  Mom was 
from County Cork and lived across the 
street from Dummanus Bay.  Dad was 
from County Mayo and grew up in the 
parish where Our Lady of Knock ap-
peared.  As a young boy he had hurt his 
leg and was taken to a woman from that 
parish who blessed him.  Lillian’s hus-
band’s family came from Kerry.  

Her mother, at first, lived in Boston 
Massachusetts.  She came to Buffalo and 
worked as a cook on Delaware Ave.  Her 
parents met at a dance in Dunkirk.  

Mom and dad raised Lillian’s family in 
South Buffalo.  She went to school #28 for 
Kindergarten, first and second grades.  
Her older sister was studying at D’You-
ville.  The Grey nuns talked mom and dad 
in to sending the children to Holy Fam-
ily where Lillian began third grade.  She 
went to South Park high school and stated 
she was unable to get a scholarship to Mt. 
Mercy, therefore her family could not af-
ford it.  However, it was expected of each 
child to go on to higher education.  Lillian 
went to Buffalo State for teaching.  

Lillian’s husband studied at St. 
Bonaventure and then UB School of Law.  
He became a lawyer, a Supreme Court 

Judge and an Appellate Court Judge in 
Rochester.  

The couple met at a CYC debate and 

began dating.  They were married in Holy 
Family church in 1960.  They went on to 
have eight children or “blessings” as Lil-
lian referred to them.  Maureen is a den-
tist living in Orchard Park and once re-
ceived the Daughters of Erin scholarship.  
Tim graduated from the Naval Academy, 
Jack, who studied at Notre Dame is a hand 
surgeon, Tom, who graduated from the 
Naval Academy  is in Virginia Beach with 
Wells Fargo, Patrick is a pediatric cardiol-
ogist in Fairfax, Virginia, Mary Katherine 
has a law degree and is in California, Mi-
chael also graduated the Naval Academy 
as a pilot.  He retired and is now with the 
Pentagon.  Kate lives in DC and works for 
the US government parks and services.  

Lillian has twenty five grandchildren; 
ten in Buffalo, ten in Washington, DC, 
three in Virginia Beach and two in Cali-
fornia.  

Every month there is a biography, in 
the newsletter, of one of our Daughters 
of Erin.  I chose Lillian Callahan for the 
month of October.  I was told she had a 
great deal of information on how the Irish 
Center was acquired.  She shared so much 
with me that it became a two part article.  

I researched Lillian’s account of the Irish 
Center’s beginnings and she was spot on.  

The Daughters as a group of catholic 
women of Irish descent with open enroll-
ment to any woman meeting this criteria.

The Daughters of Erin

BUFFALOIRISHTIMES
TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT EDITION OF THE:

CALL THE BUFFALO IRISH CENTER AT 825-9535 • OR EMAIL: BUFFALOIRISHTIMES@GMAIL.COM
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BY NANCY CONLEY EVERARD

Have you ever been told 
that an ancestor you never 
knew had served in a war? 
If so, did you ever find your-
self wishing that you knew 
more about his or her ser-
vice? There are resources 
available that will help you 
fit together the pieces of 
such a puzzle.

Orphaned by age four in 
1894, my paternal grand-
father, John James (Jack) 
Conley, grew up on a farm 
in the village of Springbrook 
in the town of Elma. He 
was raised by his maternal 
grandparents, John and Ha-
nora Nolan O’Conner, both 
Irish-born. His paternal 
grandparents, Bernard and 
Margaret McHugh Conley 
were also nearby to lend 
a hand in his upbringing. 
Jack’s father, John Thomas 
Conley, had tragically died 
at age 32 of heart failure, and 
his mother, Maggie O’Con-
ner, died two years later at 
age 25 of consumption.

Although Jack Conley 
had no surviving siblings, 
he was surrounded in that 
small village by dozens 
of Conley cousins. Those 
cousins were the grand-
children of the ten Conley 
siblings who had emigrated 
with their widowed moth-
er, Margaret Duffy Conley, 
from County Monaghan 
to the Buffalo area in the 
1840s. They were escaping 
the horrors of the Great 
Famine, and most of the 
ten families had at least one 
child named John Conley. 
That did not seem to cause 
much confusion, though, 
since it appears that each 
one answered to a nickname 
or a middle name.

Having died four years 
before my birth, I never 
knew my grandfather. I do 
remember, however, having 
heard some anecdotes about 
Jack’s World War I service 
from my dad, a World War 
II Marine veteran. He said 

that Grandpa had fought in 
France. Having been raised 
around horses and knowing 
how to handle them, Jack 
was given the designation 
of wagoner. His job was 
twofold, to deliver supplies 
to the front line in a horse-
drawn wagon and pick up 
dead bodies on his way back 
to get more supplies. He was 
said to have been told that 
in the event of a mustard 
gas attack Jack’s orders were 
to place the gas masks on 
the horses first, since “there 
were lots of men and not too 
many horses”.

When I developed an 
interest in doing family 
research as a retirement 
hobby, I became a member 
of the Buffalo Irish Gene-
alogical Society (BIGS). A 
high priority goal was to 
learn more about Grandpa 
Conley’s WWI service. I 
began with a request for in-
formation from NARA, the 
National Archives and Re-
cords Administration. The 
bad news came in the form 
of the reply I hoped I would 
not get. My grandfather’s 
military records had been 
lost in a devastating fire at a 
repository in St. Louis. The 
good news was that NARA 
was able to forward a copy 
of a mustering out pay re-
cord that had been stored 
in North Collins, NY and 
had survived. He was at the 
time of his discharge only 
owed  $124.78, but it con-
tained information that to 
me was priceless. It said that 
John Conley had served in 
the 311th Infantry of the 
78th Division, which I lat-
er learned was referred to 
as the Lightning Division. 
Just as exciting was my first 
glimpse of what my grand-
father’s signature looked 
like. That was the real be-
ginning of my getting-to-
know-grandpa journey.

I was able to find two 
wonderful books, both at 
the central library in down-
town Buffalo, where there 

is currently an excellent ex-
hibit called Buffalo Never 
Fails, The Queen City and 
WWI. It runs through Jan-
uary, 2020. 

The most amazing of the 
two books was found in 
the rare book room. Its title 
popped up on the internet 
when I searched the world-
cat.org website, the world’s 
largest library catalog. His-
tory of the 311th Infantry 
(78th Division) was written 
by Captain Barnard Eber-
lin, an officer in that same 
unit. It begins with their 
days in boot camp at Fort 
Dix and continues with 
their overseas voyage, troop 
train travels, and marches 
through France to the plac-
es that would become their 
battlefields. The 311th In-
fantry participated in two 
major offensives, St. Mihiel 
and Meuse-Argonne. The 
book contains diary-type 
entries of the unit’s activi-
ties, copies of congratula-
tory letters from General 
Pershing, as well as rosters 

of the soldiers’ names, in-
cluding that of Pvt. John 
Conley, who was identified 
as a wagoner in the supply 
company.

That publication also in-
cluded a list of the items a 
soldier was required to have 
on his person while on a 
march. I cannot imagine 
how one man could carry 
the following: two blan-
kets, overcoat, slicker, half 
shelter, tent pole, tent pins, 
underwear, socks, bed sack, 
mess kit, bacon & condi-
ment cans, toilet articles, en-
trenching tool, extra pair of 
shoes, rifle, gas mask, steel 
helmet, cartridge belt with 
100 rounds of ammunition, 
canteen filled with water, 
and bayonet.     

The History of Buffalo 
and Erie County, 1914-1919 
by Daniel J. Sweeney, found  
in the WNY Genealogical 
Society’s collection of the 
central library’s Grosvenor 
Room, is a treasure trove 
of local WWI information. 

It contains rosters of those 
Western New Yorkers who 
served, organized by where 
they lived, whether in the 
city of Buffalo or in a subur-
ban town. The rosters iden-
tified their units, ranks, job 
designations, and sadly the 
identities of those who had 
been wounded, as well as 
those who had given the ul-
timate sacrifice. From those 
lists I discovered that my 
grandfather had two Elma 
Conley cousins who had 
also served, Edward J., and 
Joseph C. There was an indi-
cation that Joseph had been 
wounded in the Meuse-Ar-
gonne offensive and award-
ed the Purple Heart.

I learned that more than 
2000 Buffalo area men had 
fought in the battlefields of 
France with the 78th Divi-
sion. They saw some of the 
fiercest fighting of the war. 
The division was original-
ly made up of drafted men 
from northern New York 
State and New Jersey.

I soon became aware after 
some on-line research that 
there are American Cem-
eteries located in both St. 
Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne. 
At the time my husband and 
I had already planned an 
upcoming trip to Germany 
that included a stay in the 
city of Trier. I knew what we 
had to do when I found out 
that St. Mihiel was only a 
two and one half hour drive 
from Trier. The third largest 
of the eight WWI American 
Cemeteries, it is located in 
northeastern France just 
south of the city of Metz. 

The day we drove there 
and approached the region, 
it was easy to understand 
the concept of the need for 
trench warfare. We saw ter-
rain that was flat, very flat, 
with barely a tree in sight. 
That bright sunny Septem-
ber day was in sharp con-
trast to the rainy, muddy 
conditions I had read about 
in the Eberlin book that had 

plagued the soldiers who 
had fought there in Septem-
ber, 1918. We were greeted 
at the visitors’ center by the 
cemetery’s superintendent 
who seemed genuinely hap-
py to see us. He explained 
that they rarely received 
guests, since people from 
the WWI era were gone and 
also because of the ceme-
tery’s location in such an 
off-the-beaten-path part of 
the French countryside. The 
superintendent, a retired 
Army veteran, who men-
tioned that he was living in 
the house General Pershing 
had occupied during the 
war, offered to take us on a 
personal tour which to our 
surprise lasted more than 
two hours. 

My first impression was 
that I wondered how such a 
place of horror and sadness 
could now look so beau-
tiful. The scene of lovely 
flower gardens and per-
fectly aligned bright white 
crosses and Stars of David 
against the closely clipped 
well-maintained green 
lawn took my breath away. 
The gravestones seemed to 
stretch on forever, and the 
impact of the overwhelming 
number of my grandfather’s 
brothers in arms who had 
fallen there was powerful. 
Our guide told us that there 
had been 4153 laid to rest 
in that hallowed ground 
and that 282 names of those 
missing in action were listed 
on the interior wall of the 
chapel. I noticed that many 
were identified as having 
been from Jack Conley’s 
311th Infantry. I realized 
at that emotional moment 
how courageous and self-
less he must have been and 
also how blessed he was to 
have survived that horrific 
war. I mostly realized how 
truly sad I was to have never 
known him.    

We should never forget. 

NEVER FORGET
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A special afternoon with Rince Na Tiarna
The holiday season is busy: spending time 

with family and friends, shopping, baking 
cookies, decorating, and more. Doesn’t an 
afternoon off sound wonderful? It sounds 
even more wonderful if you plan to spend it 
with Rince Na Tiarna.

You have a special opportunity to do that. 

Rince Na Tiarna’s Oireachtas Showcase will 
be held on Saturday, December 8, at 1:00pm 
at Buffalo State College’s Rockwell Hall. It’s 
a matinee show, which means you could go 
out for lunch before the show, have dinner 
after the show, or treat yourself to both!

This event will feature Rince Na Tiarna’s 

solo and team dancers who participated in 
the Mid-Atlantic Regional Oireachtas, held 
in Philadelphia over Thanksgiving weekend.

Mary Kay Heneghan, founder and in-
structor of Rince Na Tiarna, noted that this 
event is special for the participating danc-
ers. “The Oireachtas is a regional champion-

ship, and our dancers worked hard all year 
to earn the opportunity to compete there. 
This showcase is a recital-type event, and it 
gives the dancers a special chance to share 
their hard work with family and friends and 
the Western New York community,” she ex-
plained.

For tickets, please visit
https://buffalostatepac.org/calendar/all-events/event:irish-dance-oireachtas-showcase/.

Tickets are $20, $15 for seniors (60+), and $12 for children under 16.
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“…the magical journey to find my Irish 
ancestral grounds became the inspiration for 

IRELAND SPEAKS: 
Poems From My Soul.” 

Written, illustrated and published 
by Donna M. Shine

 

 

 

$13.00 ($10 PLUS $3 POSTAGE) TO:
Donna M. Shine
6350 Scherff Rd

Orchard Park, NY 14127
(716) 662-1164

Email: Dmshine@aol.com 

Opening Night at Irish Classical Theatre 
Company (ICTC) in Downtown Buffalo was 
SRO (Standing Room Only). Irish playwright 
John B. Keane’s play about rural Ireland in the 
1950’s is one of the most produced plays on 
the Irish Stage and is being given a solid pro-
duction under the able direction of Vincent 
O’Neill. Having acted in “Sive” at Dublin’s 
Abbey Theatre and touring internationally, 
O’Neill’s familiarity breeds not contempt but 
respect.

This gripping drama centers around the 
young, nubile “Sive”, played by Amherst High 
School student, Kiana Duggan-Haas, whose 
coltish beauty proves to be of more value than 
she ever suspected. Like the sordid underbel-
ly of a Jane Austen novel, the plot unravels to 
reveal the cold, hard, commerce reality of a 
young girl’s worth.

  Josephine Hogan, Irish import and at the 
top of the list of fine Buffalo actresses, is vir-
tually unrecognizable as the befreckled, corn-
cob smoking old crone who functions as the 
only source of pure love in the play. Hogan’s 
twinkly eyes and her range of emotions sep-
arate her from the One Note performers on 
stage everywhere.

Gerry Maher plays Pats Bocock, traveling 
tinker-man and Johnny Barden plays his mu-
sical son. These 2 gypsies function as a kind of 
Greek Chorus. Maher proves the adage “there 
is no such thing as a small part” and his com-
ic timing gives the audience welcome relief 
from the grim surroundings.

David Lundy as the elderly rich man of the 
Irish village almost coughs up a lung as Sean 
Dota the old lech drooling over pubescent 
Sive.

Aleks Malejs & Patrick Moltane play the 
aunt & uncle of Sive, locked in a loveless mar-
riage, marching along to the beat of Duty, 

never free from their past.
Peter S. Raimondo plays the young, poor 

carpenter (allegory?) suitor of Sive with fer-
vor. Can he persuade her aunt & uncle that 

he’s the best choice for Sive? After all, she’s a 
“Bye-Child” (illegitimate) in rural, Catholic, 
impoverished, 1950’s Ireland.

Ray Boucher chews up all the scenery in 
sight as the local matchmaker, Thomasheen 
Sean Rua. When Boucher is on stage, the air 
fills with an added infusion of oxygen. From 
his devilish goatee to his adept physicality, he 
sets the play in motion and no one is ever the 
same again. Like the Divil himself, he oozes 
charm and has a way with words that leaves 
the characters, and perhaps the audience, 
thinking: “Well, you know, he DOES have a 
point.”

Keane’s play moves right along under 
O’Neill’s firm grasp. The plot unfolds via di-
alogue that dips into pure poetry revealing 
characters and locale that transport the au-
dience. The invisible presence of the Great 
Hunger (sometimes known as the Irish Pota-
to Famine) haunts these folk a century later 
giving rise to the question: How much do 
we value “getting ahead”? And at what price? 
Who shall be sacrificed?

Brian Kavanaugh’s moody lighting and 
minimalist but effective set, Bethany Kas-
parek’s creative costumes, Susan Drozd’s deft 
wigs, and Tom Maker’s possessed sound all 
contribute to a top-notch production at ICTC 
at the Andrews Theatre on Main Street in 
Downtown Buffalo. We are fortunate indeed 
to have talent of this caliber in WNY for 28 
years. “Sive” runs Nov. 2 - 25 at 7:30 pm with 
weekend matinees as well. Tickets: $48 (716) 
853-ICTC or irishclassical.com.

Rating: 5 out of 5 shamrocks

“Irish Play ‘Sive’ a Triumph at ICTC”
Theater Reviewer: Anna Luce
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SOUTH END FLORAL
Dress Up Your Occassion With One

 Of Our Specialty Arrangements!

822-7562
218 Abbott Road (accross from the Irish Center)

DAILY CITY-WIDE AND SUBURBAN DELIVERIES

ANDY’S 
DRIVING SCHOOL

5 HOUR PRE-LICENSING COURSE
PRIVATE DRIVING LESSONS • DRIVER EDUCATION PROGRAM

Cardinal O’Hara H.S.
Andy Moynihan

874-1653
39 O’Hara Rd., Tonawanda, NY 14150

Buffalo Commemorates the 100th Anniversary 
of the Fenian Invasion of 1866

by William Butler
During the early morning of June 1, 1866, 
Colonel John O’Neill, a member of the Fenian 
Brotherhood from Nashville, Tennessee led 
a combined force of Irish-American Civil 
War veterans from Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Buffalo, New York to invade 
British North America (now Canada) with 
the objective of seizing the Welland Canal 
and holding Canada hostage until the British 
government recognized the freedom of the 
Irish people.  In the dark of night, between 500 
and 800 men were ferried across the Niagara 
River from the docks of the Pratt Ironworks 
which is now Tow Path Park at the foot of 
Hertel Avenue.  After decisively defeating 
Canadian militia and the Queen’s Own Rifl es 
in battles at Ridgeway and Fort Erie, O’Neill 
and his men were forced to retreat as their lines 
of supplies and reinforcements were cut off 
by US Army General George Meade and the 
USS Michigan.  One hundred and fi fty years 
later, this herculean effort was respectfully 
remembered by commemorative events 
sponsored by the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
(AOH), Erie County Division 1 and Black 
Rock Historical Society.
 On June 3, a traditional Irish Hooley was 
held in the Emerald Room of the Buffalo 
Irish Center where guests were treated to 
musical selections from the “Fenian Songster” 
performed by Rush the Growler.  Appropriate 
pomp and circumstance was also provided by 
the Erie County Sheriff’s Pipes and Drums.  
President Tom Lambert of the AOH welcomed 
the guests and introduced NYS Senator and 
special guest of honor Consul General of 
Ireland in New York Barbara Jones.  Mr. 
Kennedy described the importance of the 
Fenian invasion not only from the perspective 
of Buffalo history, but also because of its 
signifi cance to both Canadian confederation 
and Irish independence.  He acknowledged 

the year 2016 as the sesquicentennial of the 
invasion of 1866, in addition to the centennial 
of the Easter Rising of 1916 – a fact that has not 
been lost on historians.  Ms. Jones expressed 
her gratitude to the Buffalo Irish Center for 
their work in preserving and celebrating Irish 
culture in the United States.  Not only did she 
recognize the Fenian soldiers who took up arms 
for the cause of Irish independence, but also 
the women who “scrubbed fl oors and opened 
doors” as domestic servants and selfl essly gave 
their precious pennies and dimes to fund the 
struggle for freedom.  
In an historic reenactment, Raymond Ball, 
Sr. of the Buffalo 7th Regiment, Irish Army 
of Liberation commanded the center fl oor 
of the Emerald Room and “mustered the 
troops” to “organize Companies, Battalions 
and Regiments in the City of Buffalo for the 
army of the Irish Republic.”  After his call 
to arms, the Fenian Sisterhood presented 
the replica fl ag which was originally carried 
by their brethren into battle in 1866.  These 
“Sisters” represented the wives, daughters 
and sweethearts of the Fenian soldiers who 
historically helped raise money for the Fenian 
Brotherhood through fancy balls and picnics.  
Today, the original fl ag, with its gold sunburst 
and border on a fi eld of green, is curated at the 
Buffalo History Museum but unfortunately has 
become greatly deteriorated and is no longer 
available for public viewing.
On June 4, the historic Black Rock community 
hosted a formal procession from Amherst 
Street along Niagara Street to the Fenian 
Invasion of 1866 monument at Tow Path 
Park.  Before stepping off, the Buffalo 7th 
Regiment provided a “Living History” 
presentation of a Civil War-era encampment at 
Market Square which gave local residents and 
visitors alike the opportunity to “inspect the 
troops.”  Accompanied by City Councilman 

Joe Golombek and City Comptroller Mark 
Schroeder, Grand Marshalls Consul General 
of Ireland Jones and Senator Kennedy led 
units representing the AOH, Buffalo Fenians 
Gaelic Football Club, Erie County Sheriff’s 
Pipes and Drums, Niagara Celtic Festival, and 
Black Rock Historical Society.  After arriving 
at the monument, Tom Callaghan began the 
ceremony with an opening prayer for the brave 
Irish-American soldiers who sacrifi ced so 
much for the cause of freedom for all Ireland.   
With the scenic backdrop of the blue waters 
of the Niagara and green shoreline of Canada, 
Kate Schroeder sang touching renditions of 
both the Irish and US national anthems. 
After the anthems, Mr. Kennedy addressed the 
crowd by fi rst thanking the individuals and 
organizations who were responsible for the 
planning and sponsorship the commemorative 
events.  He also respectfully remembered the 
Irish-Americans who placed themselves in 
harm’s way for the cause of Irish freedom.  
Only one year prior, these courageous men had 
fought the bloodiest war in US history; yet the 
fi ght for the independence of Ireland was so 
vital that they did not hesitate to take up arms 
once again for their homeland.  Recognizing 
the achievements that the Fenian Invasion had 
gained for both Ireland and Canada, Ms. Jones 
acknowledged the long fi ght for Irish freedom 
and the men and women who sacrifi ced all 
they had to achieve it.  Despite this at times 
deadly struggle, she emphasized that the fl ag 
of the Republic is truly a fl ag of peace.  From 
the Rising of 1848 to the Easter Rising of 1916 
and beyond, the green represents Ireland’s 
Gaelic tradition with the orange representing 
the followers of William of Orange.  Most 
importantly, the white of the “Irish tricolour” 
signifi es the lasting truce between the “Green” 
and the “Orange.”  
AOH Brothers Kevin Lafferty and Jim O’Brien 

explained how the invasion rekindled the fi res 
of freedom as a direct forebear to Padraig 
Pearse’s legendary graveside oration for the 
famous Fenian Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa 
and of course the Easter Rising of 1916.  In 
solemn remembrance, Mr. Lambert recited the 
names of the Fenian patriots who were killed 
during the Battles of Ridgeway and Fort Erie 
in 1866.  Following a memorial three-volley 
musket salute by the Buffalo 7th Regiment, 
Irish Army of Liberation, Raymond Ball, Jr. 
played taps in honor of the fallen.  Ms. Jones 
and Mr. Kennedy then ceremoniously carried a 
fl oral wreath from the monument and placed it 
on the waters of the Niagara where the Fenian 
soldiers had crossed 150 years ago.  In a fi nal 
gesture of respect, the historic Fireboat Edward 
M. Cotter arched a symbolic water salute from 
its powerful pumps and turrets.
After the ceremony, the Black Rock Historical 
Society hosted a reception at their museum 
at 1902 Niagara Street.  Amid displays 
representing the Black Rock, Riverside, West 
Hertel and Grant-Amherst communities, guests 
enjoyed light refreshments including a special 
craft brew that was tapped just for the occasion 
by Community Beer Works – an Irish red amber 
ale named Céad Mile Fáilte.  Guests were 
also privileged to have the opportunity to talk 
with Irish scholars and authors including Dr. 
Bridgette Slavin (Professor of Celtic Studies, 
Medaille College), Tim Bohen (author of 
Against the Grain), Dr. Tim Madigan (Director 
of Irish Studies Program, St. John Fisher 
College) and Dr. David Doolan (lecturer/tutor 
and author of Transnational Revolutionaries, 
The Fenian Invasion of Canada, 1866).


