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By Brigid Knott

The United Irish American Association 
(UIAA) presents the 2017 Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade on Sunday March 19th at 2pm 
on Delaware Avenue.    Tahe day will start 
with Mass concelebrated by Bishop Richard 
J. Malone and our chaplain Fr. David Rich-
ards at Saint Joseph’s Cathedral at 10:30 
AM.  Parade participants will line up near 
the McKinley Monument and proceed north 
on Delaware Avenue to North Street.

Jeff Wilson of Orchard Park was elected 
Grand Marshal. A lifelong resident of West-
ern New York, Jeff grew up in South Buf-
falo, one of the four children of the late 
Renwick and Marie Wilson.  A graduate 
of Bishop Neumann High School who 
attended Erie Community College, he 
owned and operated his own business for 
30 years. Currently he is a utility inspec-
tor for Onshore Quality Control Special-
ists representing Kinder Morgan.

Jeff first became involved with the UIAA, 
when volunteered by his friend Garry John-
son to work along the route for the Saint 
Patrick’s Day Parade. After many years of 
volunteering he was elected to the Executive 
committee of the United Irish American As-
sociation.  He continues this work in areas 
from fund raising to helping with setup and 
take down of reviewing stands and barri-
cades after parade day.

As Grand Marshal he has selected his wife 
of 30 years Lynn (Bilz) Wilson and his 3 

Jeff Wilson, Grand Marshal 
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade 

Sunday, March 19th on Delaware Avenue

children Kyle, Courtney, Lauren along with 
close friends from the UIAA, Garry Johnson 
and Mark O’Neill to be his Deputy Marshals.  

Jeff’s sister Carole Dundon and husband 
Dan, from Gettysburg, PA and Jeff’s brother 
William and wife Nancy from Bluff City, TN 
are leading the group of family and friends 
in the Parade.  His brother Robert and wife 
Sharon of Clarksville, TN have sent their 

good wishes and are excited for this once in 
a lifetime honor for Jeff. 

The 2017 Saint Patrick’s Day Parade is 
dedicated to the memory of Thomas P. John-
son. He founded Thomas Johnson Inc. a 
commercial masonry Company, still going 
strong today.  Tom was the beloved husband 
of Linda (Wilson) and the late Carmel (By-
rne) Johnson. Born in Crossmore, Co. Clare, 

he moved to Buffalo in 1957 after working 
in England and Toronto, Canada.  Tom was 
a long time active member of the UIAA; he 
was Grand Marshal of the 1976 Parade.  Mr. 
Johnson, a founding father of the Buffalo 
Irish Center, guided its conversion from a 
YMCA.  Chairman of the GAAA from 1971-
1973 and in 1978, his effort and respect for 
Irish Heritage helped form the Buffalo Irish 
Center we know today.  Mr. Johnson was 
also a member of the Knights of Equity, St. 
Patrick’s Irish American Club, and Knights 
of Columbus Baker Council.  In the 1960s he 
enjoyed playing Irish football on Buffalo’s 
GAA team.  

The theme of the parade continues to be 
“Hail to Saint Patrick-God Bless America –
Support our Troops.”  Groups interested in 
marching in this year’s Saint Patrick’s Day 
Parade may visit our website www.Buf-
faloStPatricksDayParade.com to obtain an 
entry or telephone 716-875-0282 for more 
information.  UIAA Executive Committee 
members are also available on Sunday af-
ternoons at 3PM at Buffalo Irish Center, 245 
Abbott Road.

The 27th annual Valentine’s Party will be 
held Friday, February 10th at the Buffalo 
Irish Center. Music is by the Heard of Buf-
falo, tickets are available at Tara Gift Shop 
or by calling 875-0282.  $20 ticket includes 
beer, wine, pop and a flower for the Ladies.  
All proceeds are used to defray the costs of 
conducting the parade including music, in-
surance and awards.  

Maureen Leary Fecio has been selected by 
the Daughters of Erin to receive its highest 
honor, the Tara Award, at the Friendly Sons 
of St. Patrick dinner on Saturday, March 4, 
2017. The award is presented annually to 
“one who promotes the organization, assists 
the Knights of Equity in their endeavors, 
takes part in Catholic action, fosters Ameri-
canism, and promotes Irish culture.”

The oldest daughter of Betty and the late 
Bill Leary, Maureen has two sisters, Carol 
and Colleen, and a brother, Bill. She attended 
St. Martin’s grammar school, Mount Mercy 
Academy, and Trocaire College, where she 
earned her Associate’s Degree in Applied 
Science and a nursing degree. Maureen de-
cided to specialize in Obstetrics, and she soon 
became a head nurse. She was the youngest 
head nurse and first Trocaire graduate to 
serve in this position at Mercy Hospital.

After twenty years as a Labor and Deliv-
ery nurse, she returned to SUNY Science at 
Syracuse and became a dually-certified nurse 
practitioner in women’s health and adult 
health. She assisted in obtaining a New York 
State Department of Health grant to establish 
the OB/GYN Center at Mercy Hospital and 
was named its clinical coordinator. In caring 
for the uninsured and underinsured women 
in the clinic, she embraced and followed the 
ideals of Catherine McAuley, the founder of 
the Sisters of Mercy. On several occasions, 
she was able to visit the motherhouse of the 
Sisters of Mercy on Baggott Street in Dublin, 
Ireland.

To ensure the complete care of her pa-
tients, Maureen also received certification as 
a nationally-recognized childbirth education 
specialist, international board certified lacta-
tion consultant, and New York State certified 
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HIV/AIDS counselor.
Maureen’s dedication and professional-

ism have been recognized with many awards, 
including Mount Mercy Academy’s first 
Catherine McAuley Distinguished Alumnae 
Award, Trocaire College’s Distinguished 
Alumni Award, and Mercy Hospital’s CARE 
Award and Employee of the Year Award; in 
addition, she was named a legendary South 
Buffalonian by the South Buffalo News.

She has served as a member of the board of 
directors of numerous organizations, includ-
ing McAuley House, Buffalo Prenatal-Peri-
natal Task Force, Kenmore Mercy Women’s 
Health, and Trocaire College Alumni.

Maureen’s professional and personal ac-
complishments become even more impres-
sive when you learn she was diagnosed with 
a brain tumor in mid-1999. She underwent a 

Continued on pg. 2

Amherst, NY – December 7, 2016 – The 
Amherst Gaelic League (AGL) will host the 
45th Annual Irish American Appreciation 
Party to benefit the AGL Charity Fund on 
Friday, March 10, 2017 from 5:00-8:00pm at 
Salvatore’s Italian Gardens in Depew (6461 
Transit Road).  The event is the largest St. 
Patrick’s Day party in Western New York.

The party will honor the AGL’s 2017 Irish 
Person of the Year, Mary Kay Heneghan.  Ms. 
Heneghan is the founder of Rince na Tiarna 
(RNT) School of Irish Dance, one of the 
most successful schools in North America. In 
2000, RNT became the first North American 
school to win the All Ireland Championships 
in team dancing. RNT dancers have also won 
solo titles at the World, All Ireland and North 
American Championships, have gone on to 
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perform with Michael Flatley in “Lord of the 
Dance” and to tour with “Riverdance”. Mary 
Kay has choreographed dance scenes in mov-

Continued on pg. 2



Buffalo Irish Times -  2  - Feb./March Edition 2017

The Buffalo Irish Times welcomes letters or articles from readers. Submissions must be typed in a Macintosh or PC compatible format, 
and be no more than 500 words. Include your name, address and phone number with your submission. Material may be subject to con-
densation. Opinion letters are welcomed, however all submissions must include the authors name and contact information. We reserve 
the right to reject any submission. Submissions or submitted photographs will only be returned if accompanied by a self-addressed 

stamped envelope.

 Please email submissions to buffaloirishtimes@gmail.com.

Opinions expressed in this paper reflect those of the authors and or subjects interviewed and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
editors and staff of the Buffalo Irish Times or the Gaelic American Athletic Association, its Board or membership.

www.buffaloirishcenter.com
buffaloirishtimes@gmail.com

BUFFALOIRISHTIMES

EDITOR:
Kevin O’Brien

FOUNDERS:
Mary Heneghan • Michael McCafferty • Charlie McMahon

CALENDAR: 
Tim Hartnett

ADVERTISING:
John Oakley • Dan McCue

STAFF:
Donna Shine • James R. Shine • Ed Patton • Diane Blaser • W. Daniel Fitzpatrick • Neil Farrell
James Keane • Joe Marren • Joseph Xavier Martin • Robert O’Connor • Joan Graham Scahill

Sinead Tyrone, Kevin Conroy and James Boyle

THE NEW
G.A.A.A. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mary C. Heneghan • Randy McPhee • Catherine Carey • Margaret McGrath
Paul Johnson • Jack Fecio • Skip Sommer • Shane Devlin • Gary Holzerland

Peg Breidenstein • Michael O’Sullivan • Ellen Kuehlewind

Buffalo Irish Times | 245 Abbott Road | Buffalo, NY 14220
A bi-monthly publication of the Gaelic American Association, Inc.

Kevin

A Letter From
The Editor...
Welcome Sons and Daughters
 of Irish Kings and Queens
The Christmas Season has passed and we are well on our way to the 
High Holy Days of March.  There will be 3 busy weekends in March 
kicking off with the Shamrock Run March 4th in the Old First Ward, fol-
lowed on the next Saturday March 11th with the “Old Neighborhood” 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade and third weekend starting on Friday March 
17th with the Civic Luncheon at the Buffalo Irish Center and the Buffa-
lo Saint Patrick’s Day Parade on Delaware Avenue, Sunday afternoon 
March 19th.

The Buffalo Irish Times will miss the stories of your good friend, Jim 
Keane.  Jim always had a good story about growing up in South Buf-
falo in each issue.  Our condolences to Margaret and the Keane family. 

Enjoy the High Holy Days!

Slán go fóill
Kevin J. O’Brien, Editor

Maureen Leary
 Fecio Cont...

ten-and-a-half-hour surgery and returned to 
work at the clinic a mere five months later; 
the tumor returned two years after that, and 
Maureen worked through thirty radiation treat-
ments. At this time, she continues to have regu-
lar MRIs and multiple specialist visits to moni-
tor both the tumor and deficits caused by it.

Maureen’s commitment to her Irish heritage 
and culture runs even deeper than her commit-
ment to her professional career. She has been 
a Daughter of Erin for over 35 years and is 
a lifetime member of the Ladies of Kincora. 
Prior to her health problems, Maureen served 
the Daughters as a trustee and co-chair of sev-
eral Daughters of Erin Christmas parties and 
Friendly Sons dinners, and she assisted with 
plans for the national convention when her 
husband Jack was Worthy Sir Knight of Court 
5.

One of Maureen’s most treasured honors 
was serving as Grand Marshal of the St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade in 1999, an honor she cer-
tainly deserved as the longtime secretary of 
the United Irish American Association. She 
is also a longtime member of the GAAA and 
Town of Tonawanda Irish American Club.

Maureen’s favorite cause for over 35 years 
has been the Belfast Summer Relief Program. 
Maureen and Jack began working with the 

program, founded in 1975 by the late Martha 
and Tom Harkin, in 1981. In the early 1990s, 
when Martha became unable to continue the 
program’s work, Maureen and Jack agreed to 
serve as co-directors. In the forty years of the 
program’s existence, over 1,800 children from 
Belfast and Derry, Northern Ireland, were 
given the opportunity to enjoy a six-week 
holiday, staying with host families in West-
ern New York. The program was always very 
appreciative for the financial support of the 
Daughters of Erin.

Working as a team, Maureen and Jack have 
left their mark on Irish heritage in Western 
New York. Their work has been recognized by 
the Amherst Gaelic League, Buffalo Niagara 
Community Service Award, Trocaire College 
Reflections Award, K of E/D of E Heritage 
Award, Goin’ South, and proclamations from 
the City of Buffalo Common Council, Erie 
County Legislature, New York State Assem-
bly, and Derry City Council.

Maureen is currently enjoying retirement, 
particularly being a doting Nanna for grand-
daughter Maeve, the daughter of Jennifer Fe-
cio McDougall and her husband, Alex, and 
granddaughter Madeline, the daughter of John 
Fecio III and his wife, Christina.

Congratulations, Maureen, on this well-de-
served award. The Daughters of Erin are very 
proud of you!

Continued from pg. 1
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Amherst Gaelic 
League Cont...

ies including “Traveller” starring Mark 
Wahlberg and Julianna Margulies and 
her dancers have appeared on “The Rosie 
O’Donnell Show” as well as “Live with Re-
gis & Kathie Lee”. Ms. Heneghan has been 
awarded Buffalo’s 40 Under 40 as well as 
Irish America Magazines Top 100 distinc-
tions. Mary Kay’s father is from County Mayo 
and her mother’s family is from County Clare.

The AGL Charity Fund has supported nu-
merous local Irish cultural causes and com-
munity organizations for years including the 
WNY Famine Committee, Irish Network 
Buffalo, ICFAA Feis and the Irish Classical 

Theatre. The AGL is also a proud supporter 
of Buffalo Fenians GAA and the 2017 Con-
tinental Youth Championships (CYC) which 
the Fenians will host in the Buffalo region in 
late July 2017.

Tickets are $50 and are available pre-sale 
only and include open bar, hors d’oeuvres and 
live entertainment by Irish folk band Crikwa-
ter, the Gordon Highlanders Pipe Band and 
Irish dance performances by Rince na Tiarna 
Irish Dancers.  For more information or to 
purchase tickets, please contact Chris Flynn 
(716-913-7827 or cjflynn@roadrunner.com) 
or Dennis Lennon (716-213-3546 or dennis@
openlinux.us) or visit our website at www.am-
herstirish.com (PayPal available).

By Deborah Eidson

Michael O’Gorman and Bridie Murphy are 
all smiles reading the October 2016 issue of 
the Buffalo Irish Times.   Michael and Bridie 
are neighbors and good friends in Cahermur-
phy.  The article on page 7 of this issue fea-
tured the meeting of my Downes cousins Bri-
die and Mary, and family friend Stella (wife 
of Michael) in Ennis, Co. Clare in June 2016.   

Patrick and Ellen Downes had 14 children.  

Seven of their children came to the US with 
four sisters settling in Buffalo.  Michael knew 
the youngest of the Downes children, Owen 
and Susan, who remained in Cahermurphy.  
Michael has been of great assistance in help-
ing with the Downes family history, along 
with providing wonderful stories of their life 
in Co. Clare.

Many thanks to Stella O’Gorman for pro-
viding this very special photo.   

All Smiles Reading 
the Buffalo Irish Times 
In Cahermurphy, Co. 

Clare, Ireland
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Buffalo Commemorates the 100th Anniversary 
of the Fenian Invasion of 1866

by William Butler
During the early morning of June 1, 1866, 
Colonel John O’Neill, a member of the Fenian 
Brotherhood from Nashville, Tennessee led 
a combined force of Irish-American Civil 
War veterans from Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Buffalo, New York to invade 
British North America (now Canada) with 
the objective of seizing the Welland Canal 
and holding Canada hostage until the British 
government recognized the freedom of the 
Irish people.  In the dark of night, between 500 
and 800 men were ferried across the Niagara 
River from the docks of the Pratt Ironworks 
which is now Tow Path Park at the foot of 
Hertel Avenue.  After decisively defeating 
Canadian militia and the Queen’s Own Rifl es 
in battles at Ridgeway and Fort Erie, O’Neill 
and his men were forced to retreat as their lines 
of supplies and reinforcements were cut off 
by US Army General George Meade and the 
USS Michigan.  One hundred and fi fty years 
later, this herculean effort was respectfully 
remembered by commemorative events 
sponsored by the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
(AOH), Erie County Division 1 and Black 
Rock Historical Society.
 On June 3, a traditional Irish Hooley was 
held in the Emerald Room of the Buffalo 
Irish Center where guests were treated to 
musical selections from the “Fenian Songster” 
performed by Rush the Growler.  Appropriate 
pomp and circumstance was also provided by 
the Erie County Sheriff’s Pipes and Drums.  
President Tom Lambert of the AOH welcomed 
the guests and introduced NYS Senator and 
special guest of honor Consul General of 
Ireland in New York Barbara Jones.  Mr. 
Kennedy described the importance of the 
Fenian invasion not only from the perspective 
of Buffalo history, but also because of its 
signifi cance to both Canadian confederation 
and Irish independence.  He acknowledged 

the year 2016 as the sesquicentennial of the 
invasion of 1866, in addition to the centennial 
of the Easter Rising of 1916 – a fact that has not 
been lost on historians.  Ms. Jones expressed 
her gratitude to the Buffalo Irish Center for 
their work in preserving and celebrating Irish 
culture in the United States.  Not only did she 
recognize the Fenian soldiers who took up arms 
for the cause of Irish independence, but also 
the women who “scrubbed fl oors and opened 
doors” as domestic servants and selfl essly gave 
their precious pennies and dimes to fund the 
struggle for freedom.  
In an historic reenactment, Raymond Ball, 
Sr. of the Buffalo 7th Regiment, Irish Army 
of Liberation commanded the center fl oor 
of the Emerald Room and “mustered the 
troops” to “organize Companies, Battalions 
and Regiments in the City of Buffalo for the 
army of the Irish Republic.”  After his call 
to arms, the Fenian Sisterhood presented 
the replica fl ag which was originally carried 
by their brethren into battle in 1866.  These 
“Sisters” represented the wives, daughters 
and sweethearts of the Fenian soldiers who 
historically helped raise money for the Fenian 
Brotherhood through fancy balls and picnics.  
Today, the original fl ag, with its gold sunburst 
and border on a fi eld of green, is curated at the 
Buffalo History Museum but unfortunately has 
become greatly deteriorated and is no longer 
available for public viewing.
On June 4, the historic Black Rock community 
hosted a formal procession from Amherst 
Street along Niagara Street to the Fenian 
Invasion of 1866 monument at Tow Path 
Park.  Before stepping off, the Buffalo 7th 
Regiment provided a “Living History” 
presentation of a Civil War-era encampment at 
Market Square which gave local residents and 
visitors alike the opportunity to “inspect the 
troops.”  Accompanied by City Councilman 

Joe Golombek and City Comptroller Mark 
Schroeder, Grand Marshalls Consul General 
of Ireland Jones and Senator Kennedy led 
units representing the AOH, Buffalo Fenians 
Gaelic Football Club, Erie County Sheriff’s 
Pipes and Drums, Niagara Celtic Festival, and 
Black Rock Historical Society.  After arriving 
at the monument, Tom Callaghan began the 
ceremony with an opening prayer for the brave 
Irish-American soldiers who sacrifi ced so 
much for the cause of freedom for all Ireland.   
With the scenic backdrop of the blue waters 
of the Niagara and green shoreline of Canada, 
Kate Schroeder sang touching renditions of 
both the Irish and US national anthems. 
After the anthems, Mr. Kennedy addressed the 
crowd by fi rst thanking the individuals and 
organizations who were responsible for the 
planning and sponsorship the commemorative 
events.  He also respectfully remembered the 
Irish-Americans who placed themselves in 
harm’s way for the cause of Irish freedom.  
Only one year prior, these courageous men had 
fought the bloodiest war in US history; yet the 
fi ght for the independence of Ireland was so 
vital that they did not hesitate to take up arms 
once again for their homeland.  Recognizing 
the achievements that the Fenian Invasion had 
gained for both Ireland and Canada, Ms. Jones 
acknowledged the long fi ght for Irish freedom 
and the men and women who sacrifi ced all 
they had to achieve it.  Despite this at times 
deadly struggle, she emphasized that the fl ag 
of the Republic is truly a fl ag of peace.  From 
the Rising of 1848 to the Easter Rising of 1916 
and beyond, the green represents Ireland’s 
Gaelic tradition with the orange representing 
the followers of William of Orange.  Most 
importantly, the white of the “Irish tricolour” 
signifi es the lasting truce between the “Green” 
and the “Orange.”  
AOH Brothers Kevin Lafferty and Jim O’Brien 

explained how the invasion rekindled the fi res 
of freedom as a direct forebear to Padraig 
Pearse’s legendary graveside oration for the 
famous Fenian Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa 
and of course the Easter Rising of 1916.  In 
solemn remembrance, Mr. Lambert recited the 
names of the Fenian patriots who were killed 
during the Battles of Ridgeway and Fort Erie 
in 1866.  Following a memorial three-volley 
musket salute by the Buffalo 7th Regiment, 
Irish Army of Liberation, Raymond Ball, Jr. 
played taps in honor of the fallen.  Ms. Jones 
and Mr. Kennedy then ceremoniously carried a 
fl oral wreath from the monument and placed it 
on the waters of the Niagara where the Fenian 
soldiers had crossed 150 years ago.  In a fi nal 
gesture of respect, the historic Fireboat Edward 
M. Cotter arched a symbolic water salute from 
its powerful pumps and turrets.
After the ceremony, the Black Rock Historical 
Society hosted a reception at their museum 
at 1902 Niagara Street.  Amid displays 
representing the Black Rock, Riverside, West 
Hertel and Grant-Amherst communities, guests 
enjoyed light refreshments including a special 
craft brew that was tapped just for the occasion 
by Community Beer Works – an Irish red amber 
ale named Céad Mile Fáilte.  Guests were 
also privileged to have the opportunity to talk 
with Irish scholars and authors including Dr. 
Bridgette Slavin (Professor of Celtic Studies, 
Medaille College), Tim Bohen (author of 
Against the Grain), Dr. Tim Madigan (Director 
of Irish Studies Program, St. John Fisher 
College) and Dr. David Doolan (lecturer/tutor 
and author of Transnational Revolutionaries, 
The Fenian Invasion of Canada, 1866).

By Tim Bohen

In 2016, Western New Yorkers com-
memorated the 150th anniversary of the 
Fenian Raid into Canada, and the 100th 
anniversary of the Easter Rising in Dub-
lin. Next year in Buffalo, perhaps no less 
important, there will be festivities celebrat-
ing the 100th anniversary of the Blackthorn 
Club. The Blackthorn Club, incorporated 
in 1917 and founded in the First Ward, is 
not the oldest Irish-American club in Buf-
falo, but it might be the most colorful.  

To start, the club was founded in a tav-
ern.  In February 1917, five men gathered 
at Hagan’s Tavern at 477 Elk Street (now 
South Park Avenue), at the corner of Ham-
burg Street, to incorporate the club. The 
founders were: James J. Hagan, a saloon-
keeper; Joseph F. Collins, a clerk at the 
Larkin Company; Patrick J. Quinn Jr., a 
pressman from O’Connell Avenue; Thom-
as A. Balkin, a telephone operator from 
Red Jacket Street; and Frank J. Mahoney, 
a foreman from St. Clair Street.  Hagan’s 
Tavern would be the club’s headquarters 
for decades.

Some reports say the Blackthorns were 
operating as early as 1915. In a newspaper 
article about the 1915 St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade, there is mention of a group of men 
from various parishes who were dressed 
“in high hats, frock coats, carrying black-
thorn canes and winning cheers because of 
their fine appearance and good marching.” 
To date, this is the uniform of the Black-
thorn marchers at the annual St. Patrick’s 
Day parade, but we don’t know for certain 
if this was an early outfit of the group.

Still another report dates the club as 
early as 1898.  According to three Buffalo 
Evening News articles written in 1928, the 
group was actually formed by ten men in a 
wooden-framed building on an evening in 
May 1898.  However, other than these three 
articles mentioning the 1898 date, there 
aren’t any other accounts of such an early 
start. The article went on to list impressive 
members of the club throughout its history 
including: Colonel “Wild Bill” Donovan, 
Lt. Governor William “Blue-Eyed Billy” 
Sheehan, Congressmen James Mead and 
William H. Ryan. Also, star athletes such 
as Jimmy Slattery, Dummy Burns, Algy 
McGuire, Dave Regan and Billie Aman 
were members.  Unfortunately, few club 
rosters from the early years exist to corrob-
orate this list of impressive First Warders 
who may have been members. Until more 
research is done, we will assume that the 
Blackthorn Club founded in the First Ward 
was established close to its incorporation 

100 Years of the Blackthorn Club

date in 1917.  
So why did these gentleman found the 

club? According to their charter, the group 
was formed as a social club.  The same 
charter states the purpose of the club was 
to provide “social intercourse among the 
members” and “to cultivate a friendly and 
fraternal spirit among such members, and 
to generally promote their pleasure and 
well being.” Today, most people associate 
the Blackthorn Club with the St. Patrick’s 
Day parade.  There is a strong link between 
the group’s founding and the modern-day 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  Both originated 
in the First Ward around the time of the 
First World War.  While the Blackthorns 
did participate in the early parades, as we 
will learn the club was much more than just 
a parade marching unit.

The time the Blackthorns picked to start 
their club is interesting for at least two rea-
sons.  First, two months after its incorpora-
tion, the United States entered World War 
I.  By the end of the war, 22 members of 
the club had served in the war. In 1917, 
the Club organized a dance at Bresnahan’s 
Hall at Elk and Hamburg to raise money for 

sweaters for the club members who joined 
the war effort. The following year they 
hosted the same dance to raise money to 
send tobacco to the men on the front lines. 
At the end of the war, members of the club, 
such as Bart and J. Dot Moriarty from 231 
Hamburg Street, were recognized as local 
heroes for their efforts during the Argonne 
campaign. In May 1919, the Blackthorns 
hosted a party with 700 people at Bresnah-
an’s to welcome home the First Ward boys 
who fought with the 77th Division.

Three years later, the United States start-
ed its disastrous experiment with Prohibi-
tion, which indicates the second point of 
interest.  For many clubs, such as the local 
temperance society, this wasn’t a problem. 
But for the Blackthorns—a social club 
with a headquarters in a saloon and whose 
Irish membership wasn’t shy about tipping 
back a pint or two—it was tragic. Still the 
club persevered and adapted to the new 
dry climate.  There aren’t many newspa-
per accounts related to the club during the 
1920s, so we don’t know exactly what they 
were up to.  We do know that they were 
still meeting at Hagan’s Tavern according 
to a newspaper article in 1925.  The article 
detailed a talk given to the club by Gerhard 
Lang Jr. who was trying to gain their sup-
port for his run as city commissioner.  

A few years later, in a 1928 newspaper 
article, president George W. Fitzgerald de-
scribed the club as an organization of mer-
chants from the Elk Street District.  This 
would seem to be a departure from the 
livelihoods of the original founders, who 
other than Hagan, were not merchants.  At 
around this time, other club officers includ-
ed: Patrick H. Cotter, James Sexton, John J. 
Rochford, Frank Dray, and Norman Merk-
ling.  Despite the ongoing alcohol ban, this 
group of men still made sure to hold their 
annual summer outing at Groell’s Grove on 
Orchard Park Road. 

In 1929, Buffalo Mayor Frank X. Schwab 
opened up his re-election campaign at the 
corner of Elk and Hamburg Streets in the 
Ward, which was an event organized by the 
Blackthorns.  The 500 attendees listened as 
Blackthorn President John Rochford spoke 
on the mayor’s behalf.

The end of Prohibition finally arrived 
in December 1933. In that same year new 
leaders, such as Dan McGirr and James 
Mockler, reorganized and re-energized 
the group. As we will see in the next is-
sue, these men established the foundation 
for some of the club’s most fruitful years 
dating from the Great Depression to after 
World War II.
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The Illustrated Life of Michael Collins by 
Colm Connolly is a short multipictured look 
at the brief but important life of Michael 
Collins.  A hero of the 1916 revolt, he was 
assassinated during the civil war, which 
followed the establishment of the Irish Free 
State.

Readers looking for an in-depth biography 
of his life will not fi nd it in this work.  What 
you will fi nd is a very readable glimpse into 
the life of  “The Big Fellow,” as many called 
him.  

Michael Collins was a man of many gifts.  
While his formal education ended at the 
local National School, he acquired a love of 
books and learning from his father at an early 
age.  At the age of six his father died. Young 
Michael continued learning from his family 
and members of the community.  During this 
time he developed a knowledge and love of 
Ireland, its history and a fi erce devotion for 
Irish independence.

Michael was also gifted with good looks and 
guile.  These talents helped him in personal 
relationships and in establishing a stunningly 
successful spy ring.  His use of “G” men and 
operatives such as the “Twelve Apostles” 
proved very useful in dealing with the far 
superior British Army.

Although a brief work, The Illustrated Life 
of Michael Collins gives the reader a real 

feel for the man who served Ireland so well 
during these desperate times.  On his father’s 
deathbed, “he pointed to Michael junior and 
said to the assembled family: ‘Mind that 
child.  He’ll be a great man yet and will do 
things for Ireland.’”

As always, visitors are welcome to use 
the library.  Presently, hours are the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7 PM and 
by appointment. Please contact me fi rst as 
there is an Irish language class being held in 
the library at that time.  I may be reached 
at:  716-873-1078 or jjeboyle@yahoo.com.  
Volunteers are always welcome and we are 
still looking for book club members.

Gems from the Library
Jim Boyle

10 Family History Questions 
to Ask Your Grandparents

When researching your family history, one of the greatest resources at your disposal are 
your living relatives. Your grandparents and other older relatives may just be your closest 
connection to earlier generations of your family.
When your grandparents pass, their knowledge and memories of your family’s history 
disappear forever.
Interviewing your elderly relatives now is not only great for capturing and preserving their 
stories for future generations, but also a wonderful way to get to know them better.
Here are some questions to ask your grandparents before it’s too late:
1. What were the names and birthdates of your siblings, parents and grandparents? Did any of 
them have nicknames?
2. When and where were you born? Did your parents share any stories with you about that day?
3. What is your earliest childhood memory? Happiest? Saddest?
4. What was your childhood like? What did you enjoy doing for fun?
5. What was school like for you growing up? Where did you go to school?
6. When and how did you meet grandpa/grandma?
7. Who was the oldest relative you remember as a child?
8. What did you want to be when you grew up? What jobs did you have?
9. What events most impacted your life growing up?
10. What would you say is your proudest achievement?

Thomas W. Carroll Ancient Order 
of Hibernians Division One and the 

Black Rock Historical Society

Recently worked together to mark the 150th 
Anniversary of the Fenian Invasion of 
Canada from Buffalo in 1866 at the Fenian 
Monument.  This commemoration also 
marked the 5th Annual commemoration 
of the Fenian Invasion by the AOH at the 
actual site of the Fenian Invasion along 
the Niagara River in Towpath Park.  The 
commemoration was the culmination of 
events on Friday June 3rd and Saturday 
June 4th, 2016.  A Hooley was held at the 
Buffalo Irish Center on Friday.  Saturday’s 
events included a Parade down Niagara 
Street to the Fenian Monument and a 
very moving ceremony at the Monument, 
attended by almost one hundred individuals, 

including the Consul General of Ireland, 
Barbara Jones, local dignitaries including 
New York State Senator Tim Kennedy, City 
of Buffalo Comptroller, Mark Schroeder 
and many members of the AOH and the 
Black Rock Historical Society.  The day’s 
events concluded with a reception at the 
Black Rock Historical Society Museum.  
The weekend’s events not only helped to 
honor an important event in the history 
of Buffalo, but also helped to honor those 
brave individuals who also served to inspire 
the Easter Rising in Ireland fi fty years later!  
Tom Lambert, AOH NYS Secretary and 
AOH Division One President

NYS Senator, Tim Kennedy; AOH Member Larry Ginnane; Irish Consul 
General, Barbara Jones;  AOH NYS Secretary and Division One President, 
Tom Lambert; AOH Standing Committee Chairman, Jim O’Brien; AOH Vice 
President Kevin Lafferty, AOH Member Patrick Krey; AOH Financial Secretary, 
Tom Callaghan and AOH Member Bill Butler.

THE IRISHMAN
PUB & EATERY

Maureen Garra

The Buffalo Irish Center Book Club met 
Thursday, January 19, 2017 to discuss their 
most recent selection The Country Girl by 
Edna O’Brien.  While the book received mixed 
reviews by those in attendance, it inspired a 
lively discussion of religion, life in the 1960’s, 
and Catholic education provided by the nuns.  
The author will speak at Kleinhan’s Music 
Hall on Friday March 24, 2017, see the link 
for more information.  https://kleinhansbuf-
falo.org/event/babel-edna-obrien/

Our next book choice is 1921 by Morgan 
Llywelyn.  We will meet in the GAAA Library 
at the Buffalo Irish Center on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 16, 2017 at 7:00. Please join us! 

1921: The Great Novel 
of the Irish Civil War 

(Irish Century)
by Morgan Llywelyn

From Booklist
Llywelyn continues her magnificent multi-

volume saga chronicling the twentieth-centu-
ry struggle for Irish independence. As in 1916 
(1998), she masterfully interweaves historical 
figures and events with fictional ones, provid-
ing both a panoramic and an intimate view of 
the Irish Civil War. Incessantly haunted by the 
rather passive role he played in the doomed 
Easter Rebellion, Henry Mooney, a journal-
ist struggling for objectivity in the midst of 
controversy and mayhem, reevaluates his own 
convictions and commitment to the cause of 

Buffalo Irish Center 
Book Club

	

a free Ireland. When Henry falls in love with 
an Anglo-Irish woman, simmering tensions 
wrought by centuries of domination and re-
pression are reflected in a microcosm of pas-
sion and agony. The lucid narrative and the 
compelling subject matter will enthrall both 
Irish history buffs and fans of sweeping his-
torical fiction. Margaret Flanagan

Copyright © American Library Association. 
All rights reserved --This text refers to an out 
of print or unavailable edition of this title.

This Irish proverb will be woven into a se-
ries of Sunday afternoon lectures that are part 
of the  ongoing 1916-2016 Centenary activi-
ties we have scheduled.

The lectures will highlight the accomplish-
ments of the Irish and their contributions to 
Buffalo and Western New York as we know 

them today.
Each lecture will be held at 3 pm on the 4th 

Sunday of each month beginning on February 
26th in the Buffalo Irish Center.

 Msgr. David Gallivan is scheduled to be 
our first guest.  He will discuss The Faith of 
Our Fathers and Mothers’ 

‘Cad a thógadh san 
cnámh beidh teacht 

amach.’
‘What is bred in 

the bone will out’

By Joyce Burke

The Celtic Angels are honored to participate 
in the upcoming Ancient Order of Hibernians/
Ladies AOH convention in downtown Buf-
falo.  The Angels have been asked to lead the 
music ministry for the convention’s opening 
and closing masses at St Joseph’s Cathedral, 
5pm 7/12 and 4:30pm 7/15.  Additional sing-
ers and instrumentalist of all ages are invited 
to join us, as we rise to the challenge to fill the 
Cathedral with joyful sound and make these 
world class sacred events.  If you are available 
for either of these July dates and would like to 
contribute, please contact J5Burkes@verizon.
net/716.474.1498.

Saint Brigid is the patron saint of the La-
dies Ancient Order of Hibernians and also a 
special saint to the Celtic Angels.  The music 
surrounding Saint Brigid is rich, and spans 
from ancient times to the present.  A favorite 

of the Angels is the traditional song “Gabhaim 
molta Bride”, pronounced `Gow-am mull-ta 
Bree-jah’, translating to ‘I praise Brigid’.  Ire-
land has been blessed with timely saints that 
allowed old and trusted traditions to evolve 
rather than be discarded as the Irish faithful 
moved toward Christian enlightenment.  The 
ancient, haunting melody of “Gabhaim molta 
Bride” was originally sung to the goddess 
Brighid, then converted to lyrics praising the 
5th century Saint Brigid as Ireland converted 
to Christianity.  

The Angels also sing a very modern tribute 
to Brigid, “In My Mind” from the musical 
“Saint Brigid Songs”, written in this century 
by Barbara Gallagher Meredith.  This piece 
shares Saint Brigid’s wonderful vision of 
how the world could be if we all have “faith 
enough to try”.  Wishing you all a blessed 
Saint Brigid’s Day on February 1st and a very 
happy Celtic spring!

Celtic Angels Youth 
Choir Update

Celtic Angels Gaelic Youth Choir and Friends, celebrating
Our Lady of Knock Mass at the Buffalo Irish Center 8/21/2016

The Buffalo Irish Genealogical Society will 
be hosting their 16th Annual Gathering of the 
Clans on Saturday, April 15, 2017 at the Heri-
tage Discovery Center (HDC), 100 Lee St. in 
Buffalo from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM. There 
will be DNA presentations, ancestry charts, 
family displays by members, tour of our li-
brary improvements, one-on-one genealogical 

consultants and more.
This event is FREE and open to the PUB-

LIC! Don’t miss this great chance to dig 
into your past to find the “REAL” you...and 
SHARE!! Network with others. Bring your 
knowledge and offer alternate solutions. 
Come, PARTICIPATE and ENJOY!

2017 ANNUAL 
GATHERING
 of the CLANS
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By Jenn Mammoliti

It’s that time of year!  St. Patrick’s Day 
preparations are in full swing for the Clann Na 
Cara dancers, teachers and parents.  

In the coming weeks and months our excit-
ed team of performance dancers will be enter-
taining all over WNY.

We have a special performance coming up at 
the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra on Febru-
ary 12th, and will again be participating in the 
annual EPIC (Every Person Influences Chil-
dren) fundraiser at the Mansion on Delaware 
on March 19th.  Tickets can be purchased on 
their website, www.epicforchildren.org 

We will also again be entertaining the lively 
crowds down at Larkin Square on March 17th.  
This fun event is under their heated pavilion. 
If you’ve got cabin fever, this is a great and 
cozy way to have some outdoor fun and cel-
ebrate the green, white & gold!

As we do each year, dancers will also per-
form a full day of school and nursing home 
shows to put smiles on the faces of the young 
and old.  This remains a favorite of all the stu-
dents in our school.

Clann Na Cara Irish Dance
Of course, you can also look for us at the 

St. Patrick’s Day parade on 3/19.  For a com-
plete list of performances that are open to the 
public, visit our website: www.buffaloirish-
dance.com

In other news, we are so excited to an-
nounce two of our three world qualifying so-
loists will be heading to Ireland for this year’s 
World Championships (Oireachtas Rince Na 
Cruinne) in April.  Adiana Cotroneo will be 
participating in the Girls U13 competition, 
and Sarah Spitznogle will compete in the se-
nior ladies category.  We are thrilled to have 
them representing Clann Na Cara, Buffalo, 
and the US at this prestigious event.

If the St. Patrick’s Day spirit and buzz has 
got your little one’s toes-a-tapping, we have 
a special 6 week mini session taking place 
in April for brand new students to be able to 
“try-it-out” without registering.  The session 
includes 6 classes for the price of 4.  Anyone 
interested in Irish dancing lessons should con-
tact us at cncirishdance@gmail.com or call 
716-861-7074.  

Wishing all readers a 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

By Tracer O’Brien

ELEANOR “ELLEN” O’HALLORAN 
1823-1901 the daughter of JOHN 
O’HALLORAN  and MARY SEXTON of 
Ahy Bridge, Knockanalban, County Clare, 
Ireland, married PATRICK COLLINS of Kill-
ernan on 3 April 1840. There were at least 13 
children born and baptized in this family.  The 
COLLINS farm was from Killernan townland, 
Parish of Kilmurry-Ibrickane.  Ellen’s claim to 
fame was that she made “matches” for seven 
of her daughters into families from “good 
farms” in the parish. 

This story was told to me on a visit in June 
1980 to my father’s 2nd cousin, MARTIN 
CAHILL of Kildimo townland.  Martin’s and 
my father’s grandmother’s were both sisters of 
Ellen O’Halloran Collins. Martin was eager to 
tell me the story and proudly recited the names 
of Ellen’s daughters and the husband’s names 
from the “good farms” in the townland they 
were married.   Martin was 85 yrs and sounded 
like he was reading from a list.  Martin must 
have heard this story many times around the 
fires in the homes over the years.  These mar-
riages were all in the 2nd half of the 1800’s.

Margaret Collins b 1841 married John 
McGuane of Killernan

Honor Collins b 1842 married Conor 
Kenny of Letterkelly, 

Mary Collins b 1843 married Mortimer 
McInerney of Annagh

Bridget Collins b 1845 married James 
O’Brien of Coore, 

Catherine Collins b 1849 married Michael 

Eleanor O’Halloran’s “Claim to Fame”

White of Cloonlaheen (The Hand)
Sarah Collins b 1853 married Francis 

Greene of Ballymackea
Anne Collins b 1854 married Patrick Gal-

lagher of Tooreen.  

I was very excited to have this information 
to start my genealogical research but never 

realized just how unique this story would 
prove to be.

Almost 40 years later I am adding more 
leaves to my family tree because of this sto-
ry.  Because these families stayed in Ireland 
much of my research was narrowed to the 
Kilmurry-Ibrickane Parish and civil, grave-
yard and land records from this area.  I have 
spent countless hours extracting information 
from original records, microfilms and grave-
stones.  What I only recently acknowledged 
was just how rare it was for an Irish family in 
the West of Ireland to have 7 children marry 
and prosper in the same rural area, plus El-
len O’Halloran Collin’s son, Conor Collins 
married a local girl, Honor Devitt and lived 
on the original Collins farm; meaning Ellen 
had 8 natural born children that never had to 
leave home or their mother.

Just looking at my immediate family my 
grandmother, Mary Margaret Moroney b 
1879 born in Miltown Malbay, County Clare 
was one of 11 children.  Nine immigrated to 
America and produced 51 grandchildren and 
her parents living in Ireland never met one of 
their 51 grandchildren; of two siblings that 

stayed, one married without children and one 
never married.

My grandfather’s came to America because 
he was the youngest of 8 children.  He came 
to America because he didn’t have a chance 
of running the farm with 7 older siblings.  
His oldest sister, Catherine O’Brien had an 
arranged marriage with a 250 pound dowry 
to a “good family” with cattle and raised a 
family in a neighboring parish.  When Cathe-
rine went into the Ryan household the dowry 
was given to a sister of her husband and she 
“went out the back door” and was married a 
short time later and I was told that that dowry 
probably went out the back door of that next 
house too.  One other sister immigrated and 
married in the USA and the other 5 siblings 
stayed on the farm and never married.

If I go back another generation on my pa-
ternal and maternal side it is the same story.  
One child stayed on the farm and maybe 
another may have been lucky to have mar-
ried into another farm but I have not found 
any family in the hundreds of families I have 
studied to match Ellen O’Halloran’s “Claim 
to Fame”.
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Can a local festival be both popular and 
unknown to Western New Yorkers? It 
can if it’s the Niagara Celtic Heritage 
Festival! This charming event is held 
every year in Northern Niagara County, 
and if you haven’t visited before then 
mark your calendars now: September 17 
& 18.
For many Niagara Celtic is a hidden gem, 
a family-friendly affair that celebrates 
amazing heritage, history and fantasy in 
a way that’s reminiscent of the carnivals 
and fairs of yester-year. The festival 
is packed with non-stop entertainment 
and hands-on fun, all sheltered within 
trees and surrounded by a breathtaking 
view of Lake Ontario. Once you arrive 
you’ll instantly feel magic in the air. 
We’re not kidding! It’s an indescribable 
atmosphere, created out of an amazingly 
diverse crowd surrounded by so many 
new experiences and fun they can’t help 
but smile and get swept away.
There is a wonderful array of Irish, 
Scottish and Welsh foods, artisans, 

performers, craftsmen, animals, 
historical re-enactors and more. Guests 
can shop, dine, listen to music, cheer on 
athletes, learn to swordfi ght, see animal 
demos, explore the popular kid’s corner, 
attend classes…the list goes on and on. 
“You really have to see the festival to 
understand how amazing it is,” explains 
one of the festival’s Associate Directors, 
Vicki Banks. “Every year we have new 
guests join us that are stunned…they 
can’t believe such a unique and wonderful 
festival exists in their ‘backyard’.”
Visiting their website, NiagaraCeltic.
com, you can get a sense at how big 
and broad the festival is. Photos include 
guests enjoying a vast variety of 
entertainment. MacFarlane’s Company is 
one of a handful of groups that have been 
attending since 2001. Based in Ohio, they 
offer hands-on learning, including the 
chance for children to become soldiers 
and battle the British. Longtime member 
Karen Wood has attended since the fi rst 
year.  “I love the many folks who say 

‘My kids played your games at the 1st 
or 2nd [Niagara Celtic] festival and now 
they are in college or have little ones of 
their own!’”
We also believe one of the most 
important parts of their festival is their 
hard-working team of volunteers; nearly 
500 people contribute their talent and 
skills to help make sure guests have a 
wonderful time. To have such a large 
body of volunteers is rare for a modern 
non-profi t, and we can’t help but believe 
that mysterious ‘festival magic’ has 
something to do with it.
Save the Dates: the 16th Niagara Celtic 
Heritage Festival is on Sept. 17 & 18 
in Olcott, NY, which is less than an 
hour drive from Buffalo, Niagara Falls 
and Rochester. There’s also plenty of 
accommodations nearby if you visit for 
the weekend (different events happen 
each day so it’s worth staying). Pre-Sale 
tickets, VIP packages and even special 
discounts are available at NiagaraCeltic.
com; kids 12 & under are free, and there 

is also free parking. 
Of course one way for the festival to be 
memorable is to get in FREE! Visit their 
website by August 26th for a chance to 
win ticket packages- they’re drawing 
6 winners and the contest is open to 
everyone 14 and older.
**TIME AND MONEY SAVING TIP!! 
The festival’s Ticket Booth is always 
busy every year, though the staff works 
hard to process people as fast as possible. 
We recommend not wasting time 
standing in line by ordering your tickets 
online. The system is easy to use, and 
you’ll save money by ordering before 
Labor Day. Irish Times Readers can use 
the special Promo Code: TIMESLOVE 
and save 5% off your order- good until 
9/10! So this year while others stand in a 
long, sunny or windy line, you’ll already 
be enjoying the concerts, shopping, 
food…and everything else you love 
about Niagara Celtic! 
*Photo credit is to Wayne Peters for all 
our photos

The Daughters of Erin had a very 
successful year and although we have a 
summer break from business meetings 
there are festivals and events are on 
our “to do” list. The annual Calendar 
Luncheon, our largest fundraiser, was 
held in May and all 200 plus ladies 
had a wonderful time and enjoyed the 
beautifully decorated tables, lunch and 
the Chinese Auction under the expertise 
of our chairperson Bonnie O’Hara. This 
affords us the opportunity to continue 
our charitable donations throughout the 
year.
Our June meeting began with the 
beautiful candlelit Initiation Ceremony 
for new members. Renee Leiser 
did a wonderful job planning our 

ceremony and delicious catered dinner 
that followed. We welcomed 8 new 
members this year and congratulate 
MaryJo Beltrami, Sheila Fitzpatrick, 
Jacqueline Krupczyk, Mary Lynch, 
Elaine McAllister, Patricia Seiner, 
Caroline Spoth and Kristine Werner 
who were sworn in by Past National 
President Meme Riedy. A short business 
meeting led by President Rosemary 
Davis reminded us of the events the 
summer has in store for us.
The Knights of Equity 3rd Degree and 
Ladies of Kincora will host the annual 
“Antless Picnic” on Wednesday July 27 
from 5 – 8pm in the Claddagh Room 
of the Buffalo Irish Center. The event is 
open to all members, family and friends 

and features hamburgers, hot dogs, 
homemade salads, desserts and door 
prizes for adults and children. Tickets 
are only $10 for adults and $5 for 
children 10 years and younger and are 
available by calling Knights of Equity 
3rd Degree President Charlie McSwain 
at 860-2491 or can be purchased at 
the door the evening of the event. All 
proceeds benefi t our scholarship fund.
The Knights of Equity and Daughters 
of Erin National Convention will take 
place October 7th and 8th hosted by 
Pittsburgh Court 9 at the Marriott in 
Cranberry Township, PA. Meetings 
and renewing friendships will highlight 
the weekend and we know it will be 
a great time with our friends from 

Court 9 and Detroit Court 6. Robin 
Messenger, Court 5 Buffalo, will be 
sworn in as National President, so this 
will be a memorable weekend for all in 
attendance.
If you are Catholic and of Irish descent, 
over 18 years of age and would like to 
join our organization, contact President 
Rosemary Davis at 648-1589. Our 
meetings are the third Wednesday of 
each month (except July, August and 
December) at 7pm in the Buffalo Irish 
Center.
Have a safe, happy and fun summer!

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS

Closer Than You Realize: A Hidden Adventure along Lake Ontario
Finding Annual Celtic Fun at Olcott Beach

Daughters of Erin
by Meme Riedy

By Patricia C. Duggan

Even though podcasts have been avail-
able for several years, they are increasing 
in popularity. Podcasts are audio files that 
you can download to your iPhone, iPod or 
MP3 player. They are similar to the radio 
talk shows of long ago. However, unlike a 
radio talk show where you listen to a topic 
that is being discussed, podcasts allow you 
to choose what topic you would like to lis-
ten to at any given time. Because podcasts 
can be downloaded for free on iTunes and 
some websites, you can listen to podcasts 
from various parts of the world, including 
Ireland.

 If you are an Irish history buff, check 
out irishhistorypodcast.ie and listen to High 
Kings and Vikings, Irish history, Modern 
History, the Great Irish Famine and the 
Maamtrasna Murders among others. For 
those who love theatre, The Abbey Theatre 
in Dublin offers podcasts of talks with cast 
and crew of their productions at www.ab-
beytheatre.ie  Avid sports fan? At lovin.ie 

Fair Game is a podcast focusing on women 
in sports and The Irish Times Second Cap-
tains is a popular podcast for football fans. 
On a lighter note, comedian Jarlath Regan 
is host of a very popular podcast called An 
Irishman Abroad. Regan interviews first 
and second generation Irish people about 
their experiences living abroad. Further in-
formation on Regan’s podcast is available at 
anirishmanabroad.podbean.com  Interest in 
the Irish language and Irish culture remains 
popular worldwide. Bitesize Irish Gaelic is 
a podcast that addresses the Irish language, 
travel to Ireland and Irish culture. 

The Irish are known as wonderful story-
tellers and podcasts are an easy vehicle for 
the Irish to share their insights with a global 
audience. Most, if not all, these podcasts 
are free through iTunes which make them 
an even better choice of entertainment! You 
can listen to them while you are driving, 
traveling exercising, etc. Listening to Irish 
podcasts can help you stay connected to 
Irish history, culture, politics and language 
in the digital age!

Irish Podcasts

By Michael McMorrow

Forenote: This story is true.  Names and 
locations have been scrubbed to prevent em-
barrassment in the second or third generations 
that have grown since the incident.

They lived in one of the tiny houses that 
covered The Ward one hundred years ago.  
Both spouses and eight or nine children some-
how fit into it.  Where each found room to 
sleep come nighttime was a mystery to any-
one who cared to give thought to the problem.

Himself was a smallish man in the neigh-
borhood.  Objectively, he might have been 
average in size, but this was a neighborhood 
of laborers, men who went out each day to 
shovel coal, scoop grain, dig the new sewer 
trenches, and lay iron rails down the measured 
middle of the street.  His work amounted to 
no more than keeping count of something or a 
like occupation requiring no more than point-
ing a pencil.  

Whether height and weight might have 
contributed to what he became in those days, 
nobody could tell.  One thing was certain.  He 
indulged “the creature” too much and too of-
ten.  For hours afterward he was a big man 
in his own little world.  Unfortunately, that 
world consisted of a spouse and children.  He 
reigned in the roost while they stayed out of 
his way the best they could.  Mostly, the chil-
dren succeeded.  The wife did not.  She be-
came the target in her own right, as well as a 
shield between Himself and the children.

Himself never used a weapon.  It was usu-
ally the back of a hand to ear or side of the 
face.  From time to time it was a clubbing with 
half-clenched fist across the shoulders.  Out-
side the household there would be no tell-tale 

marks to tell the tale of what was happening.  
Some face powder would suffice to cover the 
evidence, and the redness left by tears would 
be unseen merely by avoiding eye contact. 

Once in a while and with many months be-
tween, the signs of abuse could not be hidden 
from the other women of the neighborhood.  
They offered comforting words while seeth-
ing with anger.  Then particulars were forgot-
ten, until the next time.

On a day apparently no different from any 
other in The Ward, the appearance was an il-
lusion.  It was the day that Himself made a big 
mistake.  What had happened to him earlier 
that day was never known, and if learned, it 
would have made no difference.  

Himself left the saloon on the triangular 
lot where two streets intersect at an acute 
angle.  The house was less than the length 
of a football field away.  In that focused and 
gently swaying manner of one who had over-
tippled, he walked along the sidewalk, turned 
into the alley and stepped through the kitchen 
doorway.  In short order children were sent to 
play outside or to prepare for morning, and 
the wife cautiously put on the kettle for tea 
and quietly set about reheating his late supper.   
Himself had arrived with his fuse burning and 
the sparks were crawling to its bitter end. 

Then he exploded.  Instead of the slap or the 
club, his fist landed full-force in her face and 
left the nose at an angle to the bridge, never 
there before.  Eventually, the tears ended and 
the blood flow was staunched, but there was 
no hiding the bend to the nose.  Neither did a 
night’s sleep and the breakfast chaos of send-
ing the children to school the next morning 
serve to repair the damage.  When the wife 
had to leave the house on some homely er-

rand, the women of the neighborhood soon 
learned that what happened before had hap-
pened again.

My grandmother was one of the neighbors 
upset by the injustice laid upon one of their 
own.  Over the next day or so they all sim-
mered with anger and concluded that “some-
thing had to be done.”  The concerned ladies 
first approached their husbands and urged ac-
tion.  

My grandfather was a stout workingman.  
Nobody would try to push him aside for any 
reason.  The response to his wife’s call to ac-
tion to go down the street and make him stop 
was, “I could never do that.  He’s only a little 
fellow.  If I took him on, I would never be 
able to look any man in the eye for picking on 
somebody so small.  I’ll not do it.”  

My grandfather’s reaction seems to have 
been universal among the men in that corner 
of The Ward.  However, the matter was not 
ended.

Undeterred by husbands’ refusals, the 
neighborhood ladies decided they must do 
something.  A plan was devised and would be 
set to action that very evening.

Himself came from the saloon on schedule.  
He had been spotted by the assigned lookout 
who lived along his path to home. A quick se-
ries of calls by telephone and by “yoo hoo” 
over the back fence resulted in eight or ten 
neighbor ladies racing to the step at the kitch-
en door of the house.  Himself came weaving 
down the alley and saw what awaited him.  It 
was too late to retreat.  

While it seems indelicate to call the women 
a mob, all present took full advantage of mob 
justice.  Multiple voices called him names and 
ordered him never again to beat wife or chil-

dren.  At the same time, the women energeti-
cally applied the stick ends of their brooms all 
over Himself, even after he fell to the ground 
in a curl and covered his head with arms and 
hands.  When his assailants stopped the beat-
ing, all he heard was the warning, “If you lay a 
hand on any of them, we will come back with 
something more than just broomsticks.”

These days many people would think that 
Himself really only needed counseling and 
numerous chances to correct his behavior.  
Some would say that neighbors had no right to 
take justice into their own hands; they should 
have called the police.  However, there is a 
certain satisfaction to see justice done on the 
spot.  Besides, any policeman arriving on the 
scene would have been related to one or more 
of the lady perpetrators and likely to the vic-
tim.  Nothing as effective would have resulted 
that way on that day.

My mother, the source of this tale, never 
heard of another end to the story.  She de-
lighted in retelling it, whenever we peeked 
down the alley to the crime scene.  It is hard 
to say whether her chuckle hinted at approval 
of neighborhood justice immediately applied 
or at pride in the initiative of her mother and 
the others.  My grandfather’s reaction was 
reported only once.  At mention of the inci-
dent years later, he lowered the evening paper, 
glanced toward his wife and smiled without 
saying a word.

Whether Himself became a teetotaler is un-
known.  What is known, or can be logically 
inferred, is that he must have obeyed the or-
ders from the female mob, else there would 
have been another story to tell. 
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This Irish proverb will be woven into a series of Sunday afternoon lectures that are part of 
the ongoing 1916-2016 Centenary activities we have scheduled.  The lectures will highlight the 
accomplishments of the Irish and their contributions to Buffalo and Western New York as we 
know them today.

Each lecture will be held at 3 pm on the 4th Sunday of each month beginning on February 
26th in the Buffalo Irish Center.

Msgr. David Gallivan is scheduled to be our first guest.  
He will discuss ‘The Faith of Our Fathers and Mothers’.

Msgr. David Gallivan (left) meets Cuban 
President Fidel Castro on Jan. 25, 1985. It 
was the first meeting between Castro and 
U.S. bishops since the Cuban revolution of 
the 1950s. 

As the sixth of the eight children of Ray-
mond and Catherine (Herlihy) Gallivan 
Monsignor David Gallivan grew up in the 
projects of Buffalo.  On his mother’s side he 
is the grandson of Patrick and Catherine Her-
lihy and the nephew of Msgr. David Herlihy, 
(murdered in March of 1989), who had a great 
influence on his earliest thoughts of becom-
ing a priest himself. Uncle David was always 
there for his family. 

He attended school in Immaculate Heart 
of Mary and St. James parishes and went on 
to the Diocesan Preparatory Seminary for 
high school. After graduation, he attended 
to St. John Vianney Seminary in East Au-
rora,  He was ordained to the priesthood in 
1966.  Throughout his career as a priest he has 
served in a variety of interesting assignments.  
He has been a longtime director of the His-

A series of Irish films will be presented once a month from 3pm-5pm in the Buffalo Irish 
Center.  Each film will be preceded by an introduction to the film and will be followed by at-
tendee discussion time.

This series begins on Sunday, February 12th with St. Patrick as the topic of our first film.  
Bring your knowledge of Ireland’s most celebrated patron and be further enriched by this film 
presentation.

Kevin Duggan and Randy Harlach are the coordinators of this series.

James Connolly’s 
Songs of Freedom

presented by  
Mat Callahan and Yvonne Moore

Easter Monday, April 17th

7 pm
Buffalo Irish Center

Sponsored by:  The Buffalo-Niagara 1916-2016 Centennial Committee
‘An rud atá sa smior ní féidir a bhaint as an gcnámh’

Buffalo Niagara Centenary Commit-
tee 1916-2016 and the Buffalo Irish Genea-
logical Society are working together to pro-
mote and encourage interest in Irish History 
and Genealogy. 

On the first Wednesday of the month start-
ing Wednesday, March 1st from 7:00 PM to 
9:00 PM at the Heritage Center on 100 Lee 
Street, Buffalo, New York 14210

Kevin Duggan and Kevin J O’Brien, Buf-
falo Niagara Centenary Committee 1916-
2016 and Buffalo Irish Genealogical Society 
“BIGS”  along with other genealogists will 
be available to assist people with an interest 
in their family history.  The internet will be 
available with access to the genealogical li-
brary at the Heritage Discovery Center.

The Buffalo-Niagara 1916-2015 Centenary Committee has been given an IDEA!   Why not 
culminate our Centenary activities with the creation of a mural on the parking lot wall of the 
Buffalo Irish Center:  a mural that will encapsulate four intersecting themes of the yearlong 

celebration.  

Remember      Reconcile      Celebrate      Imagine 

It is being envisioned as creating four columns with each one depicting one of these themes.
 We are asking for input from the YOU- young and old alike in the Irish and Irish American 

Community. What are the happenings, notable events, outstanding achievements that you con-
sider as pertinent to a comprehensive depiction of each of these themes?.

REMEMBER:   remembering the past /notable points in our history
RECONCILE:  reconciling all differences and respecting all traditions;
CELEBRATE:  celebrating our achievement, our contributions to the cultural tapestry of WNY
IMAGINE :   imagining our future-where are we going from here!

Please bring your thoughts, ideas etc. to our next meeting:
Tuesday, February 7th at 6:30 pm in the Library of the Buffalo Irish Center:

OR  email them to:  margaretmcgrath@msn.com

We Have a Wall
 and We Want to
 Create a Mural

We Need YOUR Help!

Who is Monsignor David Gallivan?

panic Apostolate, has worked with the poor 
in Buffalo (St. Brigid’s and Holy Cross) and 
Latin America.

In 1984, through his experiences in Latin 
America, Msgr. Gallivan was asked to join 
the Latin American Office of the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops, then 
known as the United States Catholic Confer-
ence.

In one experience of this assignment he 
journeyed with the American bishops as they 
visited almost every country in Latin Amer-
ica. He also coordinated the yearly Bishops’ 
collection for the Church in Latin America.

He traveled as an advisor to Cardinal John 
O’Conner of New York City and Cardinal Jo-
seph Bernadin of Chicago through war zones 
in Honduras, El Salvador, and Guatemala wit-
nessing the ravages of civil wars and political 
unrest in those countries. 

He returned to the Diocese of Buffalo in 
1989 where he became pastor of SS. Peter & 
Paul in Williamsville.  In 1999 he went back 
to Holy Cross where he served as pastor until 
his retirement in 2014. 

You are invited to learn more about Msgr. 
David’s interesting life and unique experienc-
es as you hear his thoughts on ‘ The Faith of 
Our Fathers and Mothers’ at 3 pm on Sunday, 
February 26th.

Irish Genealogical 
Help Available

Irish Film and
 Discussion Series

‘An rud atá sa smior 
ní féidir a bhaint as 

an gcnámh’
‘What is in the marrow can’t 
be removed from the bone’

BUFFALOIRISHTIMES
TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT EDITION OF THE:

CALL THE BUFFALO IRISH CENTER AT 825-9535
OR EMAIL: BUFFALOIRISHTIMES@GMAIL.COM
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Oh, brother dear, you went away
Your time with us…gone by;

The memories of our childhood flash,
Then often, make me cry. 

As kids, we played together and,
We shared great memories;

Adulthood brought some trying times,
With our own families.

But through it all, our loved held fast,
Your faith in me was strong;

I got your call that you were ill,
And didn’t have too long.

And as your numbered days passed by,
You bravely fought the “C”;

Up to Black Lake, your favorite place,
To fish, and just…to be.

Our visit there, by campfire side,
We talked as our minds led;

The knowing that our last night shared,
Inside, our hearts had bled.

Our hugs were strong, good-byes were sad,
We knew what was to be;

To let go of someone I loved,
Was very hard for me.

So far away in Texas, on
His last and final day;

I got the call I dreaded so,
That Jamie passed away.

The night before, I prayed to God,
“Please give him strength to let go”

And, in the morn, as if he heard,
Our Jamie, made it so.

His Anniversary, it was,
Their forty-fifth, that date;

He left Randi and his family,
His destiny, his fate.

It’s hard to reason “WHY”, in life,
That people have to die;

A fleeting blink, and then they’re gone,
Don’t let life pass you by.

So much of time, I do reflect,
His laughter, how it blared;

I’m blessed and thankful for our life,
And sibling times we shared.

Rest peacefully, Jamie.
With Love, Don

In Memory of James R. Witczak, my brother, 
who died October 16, 2016.

DEAR JAMIE, 
GOOD-BYE

By: Donna M Shine
We are looking for a volunteer to become 

caretaker of the Library on a regular basis and 
create a friendly environment of learning, to 
catalog donated books and possibly hold mini 
presentations on different Irish aspects found 
within the Library itself. 

The GAAA IRISH LIBRARY is OPEN to 
the Public for Irish research by APPOINT-
MENT ONLY. There is a unique opportunity 
here to find historical facts and traditions of 
the rich Irish culture from B.C. to current day. 
Religions, myths, cooking, topography, fair-
ies, druids, wars, dancing, music, and so much 
more rest in plain sight behind the protective 
sliding-glass doors, on quiet shelves, waiting 
for be dusted and read. This library is a jewel 
of knowledge located within the BUFFALO 
IRISH CENTER, 245 Abbott Rd, Buffalo, NY 

14220. 
For more GAAA Irish Library information, 

call: (716) 662-1164 or email: dmshine@aol.
com or mary@buffaloirishcenter.com 

 (Please tune to WBEN 930 AM for snow or 
emergency closings. If the Buffalo Irish Cen-
ter closes, the library would be closed also.)

RESEARCH for the Buffalo Irish Genea-
logical Society has moved their 3,500+ ge-
nealogical book collection to a single satellite 
location within the Heritage Discovery Center 
(HDC, 2nd floor), Research Library, 100 Lee 
St, 1.5 miles away towards downtown Buffalo. 
It is at this location that genealogical research 
will be conducted by volunteer genealogists. 
For more information, please call: Donna M. 
Shine (716) 662-1164 or email Diane Blaser 
at dianeblaser@hotmail.com.

GAAA Irish Library:
 An Under-Used Repository of

 Irish History and More…

By James Boyle

The Leaving by John McGlarry is a work of 
historical fiction set in Ireland and on the voy-
age to America during the period of An Gorta 
Mor or the Great Hunger.   The story is about 
the life experiences of one eighteen-year old 
summoned to America by his family.

Liam McGinley is left behind with his 
grandmother when the rest of the family emi-
grates to America.  Three years later a letter 
arrives saying that his father is injured and he, 
too, must emigrate so that the family can be 
taken care of.  He dearly loves his life in Do-
negal. His grandmother adores him. Barney, 
an older neighbor, is teaching him the ways 
of fishing and of life.  Rose, a neighbor girl, is 
becoming infatuated with him.  

Fortunately for Liam the leaving is tem-
pered by the arrival of his mother’s cousin 
Patrick, a New York City police officer.  He 
spends time in Donegal and helps Liam get 
ready for the trip.  He also, through connec-
tions, secures his and Liam’s passage as crew 
on an American ship.  This proves providen-
tial, as the trip to New York is grueling with 
many of the passengers falling ill and some 
dying.  Patrick serves as a father figure to 
Liam and helps him to successfully navigate 
all of this to the conclusion of the trip in New 
York City.

The Leaving is the first part of a trilogy.  
Book two is The Arrival and the third (not 
published yet) is The Crisis…1847.  In the 
character of Liam, Mr. McGlarry a local WNY 
resident and former music teacher, has done 
an excellent job of portraying the struggles of 
this time.  Copies of the book are available in 

Gems from
 the Library

the Erie County Library, Buffalo Irish Center 
Library and for purchase at Dog Ears Book 
Store.

As always, visitors are welcome to use 
the library.  Presently, hours are by appoint-
ment. Please contact me with any questions 
or to schedule a visit.  I may be reached at:  
716-873-1078 or jjeboyle@yahoo.com.  Vol-
unteers are always welcome and we are still 
looking for book club members.
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By Tracer O’Brien

“The Other White Meat”
On one of my holidays in County Clare I was 

out early one morning and I stopped at one of 
my cousins houses to say hello and I pulled up 
to his home.  It is a traditional Irish farm house 
built in the mid 1800’s with the center door and 
a window or two on each side of the door with 
the fire place near the center of the building.  
No one answered my knock so I was looking 
through the windows and didn’t see anyone so 
I walked around the side of the house to where 
the “out buildings” or barn or sheds were and 
I heard some water running.  There, I found 
Mícheál with a hose in his hands squirting the 
blood off the table of which a “giant” pig lie 
that had just been killed.  There was blood ev-
erywhere!

I had just caught Mícheál in the process of 
“killing the pig”.   This was something that 
happened in the Irish home in years gone by 
before it because illegal to kill and butcher 
your pig at home without having the proper 
permits and facilities to conduct such busi-
ness.   Not too many years ago each family 
would raise a pig and the pig would usually 
have two litters a year.  The more piglets pro-
duced the better the family could live. It was 
the practice when the pigs were well grown 
to kill and cure one or two for the house, this 
may be done by the farmer himself, but many 
times a local man was known as the expert and 
had the sharp knife for taking care of business, 

The gentleman who pays the rent

if not sometimes a traveling butcher was called 
in. Pigs that were surplus could be sold at the 
market, the pig was often referred to as ‘The 
gentleman who pays the rent.’

Mícheál was surprised to see me as I was to 
find him standing in blood.  I had heard stories 
before of this Irish tradition so I understood 
what he was in the mist of doing.  Mícheál 
shut off the house and approached me and 
looked around to see if there was anyone with 
me.  When he realized that I was alone he told 
me in a hushed voice that he was butchering 

his pig and  doing it in private and that I must 
not tell anyone what I just witnessed because it 
was illegal and that if his neighbors knew what 
he had done he would be reported to the guard 
and fined.  He was very serious and I told him 
he had my word that I would not tell a soul.

I knew Mícheál would be busy for a few 
more hours and I didn’t want to get in his 
way, so I reassured him that I  would keep out 
little secret to myself and I would be on my 
way.  Before, I could get out the door he told 
me to wait a minute and he went into another 

room and came out with a piece of meat.  It 
was piece of salted pork with strip of meat 
about an inch wide surrounded by 3 inches of  
fat.  He said take this you will love it.  I didn’t 
know what it actually was, it reminded me of 
bacon but all I could see was the fat.  He said 
take it home and cook it up you will love it and 
it was good for you- the real stuff!  Mícheál 
could tell that I not sure just what I was get-
ting so he told me it was just “the other white 
meat”.  I accepted his gift graciously and bid 
him farewell.

That evening I was at another cousin’s 
home for dinner and I told them about my 
experience that morning.  This cousin lives in 
another parish in County Clare and does not 
know Mícheál or his family so I felt I wasn’t 
breaking my promise.  She found the story in-
teresting and explained to me how the practice 
of “killing the pig” had stopped years ago but 
occasionally someone would butcher a pig 
and if she was lucky enough she may be given 
a few pieces of good meat.  

After hearing this I got up from the table 
and went out to the car and picked up the 
salted pork that was sitting on the front pas-
senger seat.  When I placed the meat on the 
table I watched my cousins eyes light-up and 
a big smile come on her face.  She said “that 
is beautiful and will make the best bacon and 
cabbage” you will ever get.  She was really 
excited and made plans to make her Sunday 
Bacon & Cabbage with that piece of salted 
pork.  I was happy that she was going to use 
my little gift from Mícheál.   

 

By Joseph Xavier Martin

The Buffalo News article was prosaic 
enough. It denoted the razing of St. Brigid’s 
Community Center that sat across the street 
from St. Brigid’s Church on Fulton and Loui-
siana Streets in Buffalo’s Old First Ward sec-
tion.

The article described the meeting hall as a 
place where neighborhood people held union 
and political meetings. It also served as a site 
for planning the many St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rades in years past. One could only wonder at 
the fiery oratory that must have been tossed 
back and forth in meetings there during the 
Scooper’s Strike of the early 1900s. It was se-
rious stuff. Men died during that strike before 
some ease was achieved from the death grip 
that ward and waterfront boss, Fingy Connors, 
held on the area.

The host of parades planned there would 
elicit a smile and the telling of many often 
told tales of the “creature” and how some of 

The Fall of St. Brigid’s Hall
the lads fell under her grip during this most 
Irish of all holidays. The list of nicknames of 
those who met there is still legendary, names 
like “Diapers Reardon” and “Harbor Lights 
O’Brien.” The Irish always had a sense of hu-
mor, tragic humor maybe, but humor still the 
same

 Like most sons of the First Ward, I didn’t 
really know much about the center. I had 
grown up a few miles away in nearby South 
Buffalo, but the address alone triggered a wash 
of memories for me. Two of the Martin fam-
ily’s homesteads from another century, one on 
Louisiana St. and one at Fulton and Marvin 
had stood nearby. Scores and hundreds of rela-
tives of the Martin clan had attended many of 
those meetings talked about in the News ar-
ticle. Unfortunately, like most working class 
families, we have no written record of the 
lives and times of the four generations before 
me that wandered hither and yon in those sto-
ried ethnic environs. Whispers of memories 
from the older relatives occasionally crossed 

my consciousness at wakes and weddings 
long past. The Tevingtstons, the Martins, the 
Driscolls and a rota of others ancestors had 
once lived and interacted here. How I wish the 
walls of that storied hall could talk and tell me 
of their lives and times, now unknown except 
for the fading surfaces of slate and marble 
tombstones in the Holy Cross Cemetery in 
Lackawanna.

What colorful tales of men and women 
struggling to make it through the day would 
emerge, stories of Irish immigrants learning 
to read and write their own language and to 
carve out trades with which to make their 
livings in the new land. It would be a saga 
of laughter and the tears of the various inequi-
ties that faced all such people who lived on 
the margins of prosperity when their own first 
came to America. God bless the land for tak-
ing all of them in.

The much respected Memories Museum in 
the nearby Valley section is now the only real 
repository of who and what we were as a peo-

ple for those early generations of Irish immi-
grants. Bless the souls of its proprietors who 
steadfastly refused to let slip away the trace of 
our own during those early years.

Many have labored diligently to translate 
those ancestral whispers into print. Two of my 
own books and a dozen or so interesting ac-
counts by other sons and daughters of the First 
Ward have tried to relate a tale or two and give 
meaning to a people who came to a great land 
with nothing. They rose through the ranks 
with the help of the religious, like the sainted 
nuns who worked and taught at St. Brigid’s.

 Our thanks to the Buffalo News for featur-
ing this routine workaday event. Those of us 
who live very far from home might not have 
known that another part of our heritage had 
slipped beneath the wrecking ball. It is now 
but another story to be recorded and kept 
faithfully at the Memories Museum for those 
future sons and daughters of the Old First 
Ward to come back and read with interest the 
tale of who they are and were.

Sing me an Irish song!
Celtic Angels Gaelic Youth Choir

Ages 6-18
Sue Schwartz, Music Director

Buffalo Irish Center
Further Information: 

Sue 674-6868 • Joyce 648-1676
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Proud ofBeing

IRISH & 
CATHOLIC

Located In The Buffalo Irish Center

Join The 

ANCIENT
ORDER of 

HIBERNIANS
Contact Tom Lambert (716) 796-7687

COLLINS / MADDEN / SULLIVAN / 
SLATTERY: Seeking church or other infor-
mation sources to locate Irish towns of ori-
gins and/or parent for: James T. COLLINS: 
b. 1831? Ireland, d. 10/18/1864 Buffalo, 
(James Drowned in Buffalo River) and wife 
Anna MADDEN COLLINS: b. 12/25/1836 
County of Kerry, Ireland d. 05/28/1909 Buf-
falo. Both buried in Holy Cross Cemetery, 
Lackawanna.

Son: John J. COLINS b. 10/18/1854 d. 
2/18/1941 Buffalo, and wife Mary SLAT-
TERY b. 1860? Ireland, d. before 1883? Buf-
falo.

Son of John: James Joseph COLLINS b. 
03/12/1878 d. Batavia. James was a Buffalo 
fireman per census and family photo.

 Nun: Sister Mary Cornelia COL-
LINS b. 07/09/1908 d. 10/18/1987 Buffalo, 

(was James’ aunt), Buffalo and Assistant 
Administrator Mercy Hospital 1978. There 
is also a Boxer in the family name either 
SULLIVAN of SLATTERY? Please contact 
Mpllinzi@aol.com 

CLAVEN / BARRIGAN / BURGIN: Seek-
ing information on the families of CLAVEN, 
BARRIGAN, and BURGIN who came from 
Queens Co, Ireland to Erie and Livingston 
counties, New York, USA. Please contact 
Hope at: Kraushaus35@hotmail.com 

HARTNETT’S of Buffalo and WNY:  
Looking for those interested in finding their 
Hartnett lineage thru DNA Testing.  There 
are at least four HARTNETT Clans who be-
gan in Buffalo; unknown if they are related.  
If you are a male or female and your Maiden 

  Josephine Keily NeMoyer to be 2017 
Honorary Chairwoman of the GAAA Annual 
Civic Luncheon

 To be held on Friday, March 17, 2017
The Annual Civic Luncheon to benefit the 

Buffalo Irish Center kicks off with at 11:45am 
with a flag raising.   

The 2017 Honorary Chair of the Buf-
falo Irish Center Civic Luncheon, Josephine 
MeMoyer, has been in attendance at the Civic 
Luncheon for over 30 years.   She is one of 
the many immigrants who brought a positive 
dimension to our community and shared her 
time and talent to make WNY a more vibrant 
area.

 Born in Cork City Ireland (sometime before 
WWII) to James and Johanna (O’Sullivan) 
Kiely.

James, who was a driver for his father’s 
“car-hire” business, died from tuberculoses 
when Josephine was 2 years old.

Following Josephine’s First Communion 
she was hospitalized after being hit by a truck 
and was given her Last Rights.  However, she 
was released from the hospital after 6 weeks 
of recovery.

At the outbreak of WWII Johanna moved 
to London to find work, she assembled radio 
phones for the war effort.  Josephine spent 
time being raised by various family members 
in Ireland.

Soon after WWII, when the mines were re-
moved from the channel and it was safe again 
to travel to London, Josephine was packed up 
with a suitcase full of freshly butchered chick-
ens and other perishable items, all wrapped in 
newspaper, and sent to join her mother.    

Josephine, now a teenager, found a job 
and lodgings as an apprentice for an upscale 
department store called Bourne and Holling-
sworth on Oxford Street in London.  Certainly 
this experience instilled in her some of her dis-
cipline to ensure that she always looks like a 
proper lady when going out the door.

In 1950, Josephine and Johanna attempted 

GAELIC AMERICAN ATHLETIC ASSOC. OF BUFFALO, NY INC
Buffalo Irish Center   245 Abbott Road, Buffalo. NY 14220

The Buffalo Irish Center’s 
46th Annual Civic Luncheon

Friday, March 17, 2017     11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

to emigrate to the United States but were told 
that they would have to wait another year due 
to the evidence of tuberculoses on Johanna’s 
chest x-ray.  In December 1951 mother and 
daughter boarded the Queen Mary and set sail 
for the U.S.  Johanna’s sister, who lived on 

Thorn Avenue in Orchard Park, had agreed to 
sponsor their emigration.

Josephine found work as a Sales Associate 
at Berger’s Department Store and as an office 
worker for Kemper Insurance.  A co-worker 
convinced her to go on a double date with the 

QUERIES

“student - Air Force ROTC guy” who would 
become her life-long partner, Edgar “Mickey” 
NeMoyer.  It must have been the thrill of the 
first date at Taffy’s Hot Dog stand.  They were 
married in 1954.

After travelling around the country with the 
Air Force, the NeMoyers moved back to raise 
their family in South Buffalo.  Josephine had 
five children: Michelle, Patricia, Danny, Nora 
and Michael.    

Josephine became excited by politics and 
the glamour surrounding John F. Kennedy’s 
presidential campaign and hurried to attain 
her U.S. citizenship so that she could vote in 
1961. She became an active member of the 
South Buffalo Democratic Committee and 
made life-long friends, while addressing en-
velopes, with ladies such as Ann Kelly, Mary 
Higgins and Margie Flynn.   These same civic 
minded women also devoted a great deal of 
time and energy to Mercy Hospital through 
their work for the Mercy League.  Josephine 
was honored to serve a term as the President 
of the Mercy League.  Josephine still serves as 
an elected member of the Orchard Park Demo-
cratic Committee. 

Josephine has always waxed lovingly of her 
Irish childhood, taken pride in her family rela-
tion to Michael Collins but been grateful for 
the warmth of the Irish American community 
here locally who encourage her to put down 
roots and help build a place where all feel wel-
come. 

Feeling welcome as a member of the com-
munity Josephine attended one of the first 
Saint Patrick’s Day luncheons at the Buffalo 
Irish Center alone.  She advised Mickey that 
it was such a great event that they must attend 
together the following year, which they did.  It 
has been a family event ever since.  Josephine 
and Mickey enjoyed the opportunity over the 
years to support our WNY Irish community 
by contributing to the Belfast Summer Relief 
Program as well as some of the great talent 
hosted by the Buffalo Irish Center.   

Surname is HARTNETT or you know that 
you are a descendant of a HARTNETT Fam-
ily, you should think about completing your 
Autosomal DNA or at DNA.  Please contact 
BIGS Member:  TIM HARTNETT at tim-
hav8tor@gmail.com

HEHIR Looking for descendants of Martin 
HEHIR and Catherine LYNCH. Martin was 
born in Dunsallagh, Miltown Malbay, Coun-
ty Clare, Ireland on 3 May 1865.  He came 
to the USA in 1885 and worked as a Buffalo 
Policeman for over 30 years the family lived 
at 403 West Delevan for over 30 years.  Chil-
dren were: Mary and Stephen Joseph born in 
Buffalo.  Mary married William KINNEY 
and Stephen Joseph married Rose BRITI-
ZIE.  Please contact BIGS Member:  KEVIN 
J O’BRIEN at  killernanfarm@gmail.com 

O’BRIEN’S of Buffalo and WNY:  Look-
ing for those interested in finding their 
O’BRIEN lineage thru DNA Testing.  There 
are many O’BRIEN Families who came to 
Buffalo for their start in America.  If you 
are a male or female and your Maiden Sur-
name is O’BRIEN or you know that you are 
a descendant of an O’BRIEN Family, you 
should think about completing your Autoso-
mal DNA or “Y” DNA.  Please contact BIGS 
Member:  KEVIN J O’BRIEN at  killernan-
farm@gmail.com 

LEARY / SHIELDS / MURRAY: Look-
ing for information on Timothy LEARY b. 
Abt 1848 in Ireland  who married Kather-
ine/Catherine SHIELDS-b. 21 Jan 1851 in 
Mount St. Patrick, Renfrew, Ontario, Canada, 
daughter of Michael SHIELDS and Bridget 
MURRAY who married at Mont St. Patrick, 
Ontario, Canada on 28 August 1849.Timothy 
and Katherine LEARY married sometime 
during the early 1870s. They lived in the 
Old First Ward in Buffalo, NY and died in 
the Ward: Katherine died in 1906 while liv-

ing on Fulton Street and Timothy died on Elk 
Street in 1888. They had two sons: James and 
William LEARY. William had no children. 
James married Katherine BASIL and had 
my grandfather James H. LEARY and had 
two daughters, Rita and Mary. My Dad was 
James N. LEARY. If you have any informa-
tion on these families please conact: Susan 
CAIN – scain103@gmail.com or Elizabeth 
CONWAY – willowgreen00@gmail.com 

SULLIVAN / BIRMINGHAM / GALVIN 
/ WELCH: Looking for information on John 
Walter SULLIVAN b. 26 JUL 1890 Norwich, 
Chenango, NY; John Henry SULLIVAN b. 
22 JAN 1856 New Berlin, Chenango, NY; 
William SULLIVAN b. Abt. 1825 Fermoy, 
Ireland; Julia (nee GALVIN) SULLIVAN b. 
Abt 1821 Ballyvourney, Ireland; Ellen (nee 
BIRMINGHAM) SULLIVAN b. Abt 1861 
and Walter BIRMINGHAM died 52 years 
old in 1878 (b. Abt. 1826) of Columbus, NY; 
and Ellen (nee WELCH) BIRMINGHAM 
died 22 JUN 1861 died in childbirth. Any in-
formation would be appreciated. Please con-
tact: Janice Smith JRMS53@icloud.com  or 
call (716) 418-2272.

KEGNEY /CREIGHTON: Looking for in-
formation on James KEGNEY b. Abt, 1831 
in Ireland and d. 31 Mar 1896 in Buffalo, 
NY. He came to NY in the late 1840s and 
married Mary CREIGHTON Abt. 1872 and 
lived at 56 Seventh St in Buffalo, NY, per 
the 1880 US Census.  James was 49 yrs, oc-
cupation-hacker  and Mary was 39, keeping 
house at that time. Their children listed were: 
Lizzie-17, William-15, Clara-14, Sadie-12, 
Nellie-11, Emma-9, and George-6. Mary’s 
mother, Bessie CREIGHTON was also listed 
as 61 yrs. The death notice for James KEG-
NEY asked the West Troy N.Y. papers to 
please copy. If you have any information on 
this family please contact Marian by email: 
amlipinski1@verizon.net 
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“…the magical journey to find my Irish 
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& FOLK ART

ASSOCIATION OF BUFFALO, NY INC.

SPONSOR OF 
THE ANNUAL 

BUFFALO FEIS

All interested in our 
Irish Heritage are welcome. 

MEETINGS:
2nd Wednesday at 7:00pm 
at the Buffalo Irish Center

For Information, Call
 Charlie McSwain at 716-677-4497

www.buffalofeis.org

CALENDAR 
                        EVENTS

of
December 2016 - February 2017

Calendar	of	Events	Feb-Mar	2017	
	
	

Day	 Date	 Time	 Organization	 Event	 Location	
Thu	 2	Feb	 7-10:30p	 Buf	Irish	Center	 Open	Mic	w/Tim	Weir	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Thu		 2	Feb	 Call	 AOH	Div	#	4	 AOH	Mtg	 Lockport	Elks	Lodge	
Fri	 3	Feb	 8-11:30p	 Buf	Irish	Center	 Davey	O	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Fri	 3	Feb	 7:30pm	 St	Pat’s	Irish	Am	Club	 Meeting	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Tue	 7	Feb	 7:45pm		 BIC/Every	Tue	 Innis	Ceili	Dance	Lesson	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Fri	 10	Feb	 8-11:30p	 Buf	Irish	Center	 Rosewood	Bridge	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Sat	 11	Feb	 8-11:30p	 Buf	Irish	Center	 Penny	Whiskey	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Wed	 15	Feb	 7pm	 FIR	Doitean	Irish	Firefghtr	 Meeting	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Thu	 16	Feb	 7pm	 Buf	Irish	Center	 BIC	Book	Club	 GAAA	Lib:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Fri	 17	Feb	 8-11:30p	 Buf	Irish	Center	 Guinness	Toast	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Fri	 17	Feb	 6-10:30P	 BIC	 EC	Sheriff’s	P&D	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Wed	 22	Feb	 7:30pm	 Ladies	AOH	 Meeting	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Fri	 24	Feb	 8-11:30p	 Buf	Irish	Center	 Ben	Clifford	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Fri	 24	Feb	 7-11pm	 Valley	Com	Ctr/$20	p/p	 Fund	Razr	w/Emerald	Is	 VCC:	93	Leddy	St,	Buffalo,	NY	
Sat	 25	Feb	 8-11:30p	 Buf	Irish	Center	 The	Leftovers	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Sat	 25	Feb	 3-5pm	 VCC/Sullivan’s	Brew	Co	 History	of	Craft	Beer	 Tewksbury:	249	Ohio	St,	Buffalo,	NY	
Wed	 1	Mar	 7-9	pm	 BIGS/Heritage	Dscovy	Ctr	 Genealogical	Help	 100	Lee	St,	Buffalo,	NY	
Thu	 2	Mar	 Call	 AOH	Div	#	4	 AOH	Mtg	 Lockport	American	Legion	Post	
Fri	 3	Mar	 7:30pm	 St	Pat’s	Irish	Am	Club	 Meeting	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Tue	 7	Mar	 7:45pm		 BIC/Every	Tue	 Innis	Ceili	Dance	Lesson	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Wed	 8	Mar	 7pm	 FIR	Doitean	Irish	Firefghtr	 Meeting	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Fri	 10	Mar	 5-8pm	 Amherst	Gaelic	League	 Irish	Am	Apprec	Day	 Salvatore’s:	6461	Transit	Rd,	Depew,	NY	
Sat	 11	Mar	 12pm	 VC	Ctr	w/Irish	Music	1-5p	 St	Patrick’s	Day	Parade	 VCC:	93	Leddy	St,	Buffalo,	NY	
Fri	 17	Mar	 11am	 BIC/Civic	Luncheon	 EC	Sheriff’s	P&D	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Sun	 19	Mar	 1pm	 EC	Sheriff’s	P&D	 St	Patrick’s	Day	Parade	 Buf	City	Hall/Niagara	Square	
Wed	 22	Mar	 7:30pm	 Ladies	AOH	 Meeting	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Sun	 26	Mar	 3-8pm	 BIC/Polka/Italia:	$10-12	 St	Pat/Dingus	Tri-Ethnic	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Fri	 3	Apr	 7:30pm	 St	Pat’s	Irish	Am	Club	 Meeting	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Wed	 5	Apr	 7-9	pm	 BIGS/Heritage	Dscovy	Ctr	 Genealogical	Help	 100	Lee	St,	Buffalo,	NY	
Wed	 12	Apr	 7pm	 FIR	Doitean	Irish	Firefghtr	 Meeting	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	
Sat	 15	Apr	 10:30am	 BIGS/Heritage	Dscovy	Ctr	 Gathering	of	The	Clans	 100	Lee	St,	Buffalo,	NY	
Wed	 26	Apr	 7:30pm	 Ladies	AOH	 Meeting	 BIC:	245	Abbott	Rd,	Buffalo,	NY	

	

By Michael McMorrow

For quite a while, I have noticed something 
very special, very Irish, very American in the 
pages of Buffalo Irish Times.

Here is a covey of clues. 
Vic Vogel.  Diane Blaser.  Steve Banko.  

Gary Holzerland.  Peg Breidenstein.  Rich 
Bruning.  Mike Reiser. Eileen DiPasquale.  
Mary Dolata.  Ken Hansen.  Ellen Kue-
hlewind.   All adult leaders and sponsors in-
volved in the Buffalo Irish community.  

Glancing at student names in local schools 
of Irish dance reveals competitors named Co-
hen (Sinead), Lewandowski (Bridget), Lom-
bardo (Moira), Hausknecht (Ellen) and Grosz 
(Molly).      

Never a surprise in finding a local O’Brien 
or McNulty or Leahy.  But surprises aplenty 
spring from the sampling of names set out 
above.  

In days long gone, a scribe coined the 
phrase “more Irish than the Irish themselves” 
(likely in  Irish - - “Nios Gaelai na na Gaeil iad 
fein” - - but more likely in Latin - - “Hibernio-
res Hibernices ipsis”).  The reference was to 
English and Scottish planters drawn into the 
character and culture of the native Irish.  At 
least in South Buffalo, it would seem, that pro-
cess of assimilation continues. All to the good.

Usually, the source of non-Irish surnames in 
our midst is an Irish girl’s consent to marry 
outside the clan.  She could not be expected 
to forget her identity.  But having wed into 

a family of different heritage, the wise girl 
should be expected to blend “the Irish” and 
“the other” within her own family.  One half 
of such outcome is reflected in the names list-
ed above.

Certainly, there are other paths non-Irish 
individuals follow into the local Irish scene.  
One person is attracted by the music or the 
dance.  Another finds the beauty and chal-
lenge of the Irish language itself irresistible, 
as in the case of one African-American man 
admired by many, Irish and otherwise.  Once 
arrived, they are embraced.

A wonderful vehicle for cultural sharing, 
in both directions, is the St. Patrick’sDay/
St.Joseph’s Day/Dingus Day Program.  All 
the ingredients of several rich heritages are on 
display.  Those attending are enriched.  Happy 
in seeing someone captured by jig and reel, 
all would do well to encourage a try at polka 
and tarantella.  By the way, there should be 
nothing unusual in a McBride or Fitzgerald 
participating in a skupisko or ritrovo sociale 
at other times. 

The Buffalo Irish Center is a gift.  Within 
its walls Irish men and women hone elements 
of their own culture. The wide front doors sig-
nal “welcome!” to all who wish to participate.  
Happily, many accept the invitation, including 
Irish, half-Irish, quarter-Irish and not-in-the-
least Irish.  

Then it is that the Irish community in South 
Buffalo becomes very special, very Irish and 
very American. 

  

SOME SOUND 
IRISH, & SOME NOT

But all have the spirit of Erin in them
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Thank you all so much for coming to 
celebrate my father’s life.  It is a wonder-
ful tribute to see so many faces.  Why do I 
get the feeling the Uncle Joey is scanning 
the crowd and whispering in his ear “close, 
but no cigar”?

Several years ago my wife Barb and I 
were taking the kids for a walk through 
Caz Park.  As we came up the back side 
of the pool and ice rink, I mentioned to 
the boys, “This is where I grew up playing 
hockey.  Papa built this place.”  There was 
a brief silence then John said, “Wow! That 
must have taken a long time.”

It’s funny on many levels, not the least 
of which is that my father was many things 
– but handyman was not one of them.  That 
was my mom’s department.

I’ve been thinking about those words, 
“It must have taken a long time”.

I think about all the Caz ice rinks that he 
played a role in building, but those are just 
buildings, facilities, parks – just things.  
He was much more about people, con-
necting with them, understanding them, 
trying to make their lives better.  His real 
achievements are sitting right in front of 
me.  It’s great to see all these faces.  People 
he touched.  You - his friends, family - this 
community is his legacy, his greatest ac-
complishment.

“It must have taken a long time”.  Yes 
and No.  It took a lifetime.  From his grand-
children’s perspective that may seem like a 
long time.  From my father’s perspective 
it was but a moment.  If you knew my fa-
ther, he was keenly aware of his mortality.  
Losing his father in his mid-twenties pro-
foundly affected his life.  He never thought 
he would make it to 70.

He lived his life like he stole it.
It’s why he was he packed so much into 

one day.  Anything worth doing is worth 
doing well. It was why he was always in 
the moment.  If you look at any of the pic-
tures posted at the wake, there is one con-
stant, he is present in that moment - Rel-
ishing it - Genuinely enjoying it.

When he worked, he worked hard.  
When I was a kid, he wasn’t home very 
often.  Serving the community was not a 
job but a vocation. There always so much 
to do; people to talk to, projects and nego-
tiations.  

Then cocktail parties, fund raisers, 
wakes in the evening. 

Making a difference is – apparently - 
time consuming.  If you wanted to see him, 
the price was licking a hundred envelopes, 
making phone calls to strangers or running 
slingers.  All “character building” tasks. 

When we’d go to the Early Times to cel-
ebrate our quarterly report cards, people 
would constantly stop by or he’d be going 
table to table talking.  Leaving any func-
tion, even a school play, was a 45 minute 
endeavor as he worked his way toward the 
door. We shared him with all of you.  He 
didn’t mind, and neither did we.

He was the greatest vacationer, just ask 
him.  Every vacation was the greatest va-
cation ever and the next one would be even 
better.  It was serious business.  Vacations 
were enthusiastic, militaristically sched-
uled endeavors.   When we’d push back in 
exhaustion he’d reply: “We’re gonna have 
fun whether you like it or not”.  We teased 
him for years with the Clark Griswold title. 

On December 19th, our community lost one of its greatest lights and the Buffalo Irish 
Times lost a true friend and supporter and one of its most popular writers.  

To celebrate Jim’s life we would like to share his son James’ eloquent eulogy.

Eulogy for James Patrick Keane
By James Christopher Keane

St. Teresa’s Church, Friday, December 23, 2016

Then, a couple of years ago we decided 
to take a big family trip to Ireland.  We 
were all looking forward to a pilgrimage to 
the homeland with Dad.  It was going to be 
a blast.  As the trip approached, it became 
clear that it was a disorganized mess.  We 
reached out to my dad and asked, “What 
are we going to do?  What’s the plan?”  
He said, “I don’t know. Whatever you 
guys want, I’ve seen everything already; 
I’ll just go with the flow”.  There was an 
awkward silence.  We said, “But we don’t 
know what we’re doing and we don’t want 
to miss anything.  We need Clark Griswold 
to take charge of this thing”.  

With a smirk and nod, we were saved.  
And the trip? Well it was perfect, of course.

He retired with abandon.  Days were 
packed with golf, beaches, reading, lunch-
es, parties, singing, carrying-on, lots of 
travel and always, always friends and fam-
ily.

Another thing he did with intensity was 
raise his children to be future adults.  He 
was a huge personality.  He was a bright 
light.  The sun around which we revolved.  
When you were in the presence of that 
light it was warm, inviting and impossible 
to ignore.  When the light focused on you 
for the wrong reason, it got pretty hot.

He set high expectations for integrity, 
intellectual curiosity, work ethic and ser-

you would defend your actions or concede 
he was right.  Everything was an argument 
to be won or lost (he never lost).

He expected you to give back.  Your life 
was not about you.  And he succeeded, for 
the most part, with three civil servants and 
only one corporate vampire (we do make 
axles and brakes for fire trucks).

Marriage was approached with the same 
passion and commitment.  My father was 
a one-woman man, of that there was no 
question (Except for his late-in-life girl-
friends, Myrtle and Deb Dole).  Margaret 
Cecelia Whalen and James Patrick Keane 
were wed in 1969 in a humble ceremony 
that is worlds away from the lives we all 
live today.  A 47 year love affair ensued. 

Fortunately, for all of us, they were quite 
the pair.  They shared a burning desire to 
make a difference in the world (at least 
your world) and they both had hearts big 
enough to actually do it.  They had differ-
ent styles, certainly, complementary styles 
I would say.  One would hit you over the 
head with it and the other would pick you 
up and tend to your wounds.

As a grandparent, he was Mr. Softie.  
When my son Connall was born, he was 
forever changed.  He knew how precious 
that time was and he didn’t intend to 
waste it.  He and his new best friend, the 
“King”, were attached at the hip and have 
been ever since.  He applied much more 
of my mother’s style with his grandkids, 
much to the chagrin of his children.  When 
I’d watch him with Connall, I questioned 
whether the real Jim Keane had been ab-
ducted by aliens.  He wasn’t, of course; it 
was our job to raise our little adults and his 
to spoil them rotten.

When I think of my father’s life, lucky 
comes to mind.  With the exception of be-
ing born into an extraordinary family in 
the best place on earth; luck had nothing to 
do with it.  Seriously though, we discussed 
this.  You can’t control the circumstances 
in which you were born but you have a sig-
nificant role to play in what happens after 
that.

His life was so full.  He was so full of 
life.  We all thought he would live forever.  
But I don’t think you can burn that bright 
for that long.  We were the lucky ones, just 
to have him.  I feel blessed to have known 
him much less call him my father.  Thanks 
for a wonderful life Dad.

vice.  Say what you mean, do what you 
say.  Mr. Softie learned that one the hard 
way.  (Our family extends a belated apol-
ogy to Columbus Street for a decade with-
out ice cream).

He expected you to be who you are and 
make no apologies for it.  He certainly 
would not make apologies for himself.  If 
he disagreed with something you did, he 
called you out.  His expectation was that 
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The Knights of
 Equity Friendly 

Sons of St. Patrick 
Irishman of the Year
 Recipient for 2017

This year, The Knights of Equity, Court 5, 
Buffalo, NY will honor Mr. Charles Lennon 
as the Irishman of the Year at their upcoming 
Friendly Sons of St Patrick Dinner to be held 
on March 4, 2017 at the Buffalo Irish Center.

Mr. Lennon is a native of Buffalo, New York 
and is also a proud Veteran who served in the 
US Army and was stationed in Japan.  

In 1951, Mr. Lennon married Margaret M. 
Hafner (deceased) and raised four children, 
Dennis Patrick, the late Colleen Ann, Kath-
leen Mary and Kevin Brian.  He and his family 
have been members of St. Leo’s Parish since 
1960, where Charlie continues to be an ac-
tive parishioner.  As a member of the parish, 
Charlie volunteered for the Catholic Charities 
drives, was a member of the Holy Name Soci-
ety, The Servants of Mary Guild and the Young 
and Heart Organization.  

Charlie’s formal involvement in the Irish 
community began in 1979 when he joined 
the Town of Tonawanda Irish American Club 
and has consistently taken active roles in their 
many club activities and events that promote 
Irish culture.   In recognition of his service to 

the Club and to his heritage, Charlie received 
the prestigious Eric Raine Award, the highest 
honor bestowed upon a member of that orga-
nization.  

Charlie’s involvement in Irish culture was 
not limited to the Northtown’s area, as in 1985, 
Charlie joined the Knights of Equity, Court 5.  
There, Charlie held numerous elected posi-
tions in the 1st and 3rd degrees of the Knights 
organization, and was later inducted into the 
4th degree of the national Knights of Equity.  

Additionally, Charlie continues to be an 
actively involved member of the Knights of 
Columbus, Fr. Justin Council, where he has at-
tained 4th degree status, as well.

The members of the Knights of Equity are 
proud to honor Mr. Lennon’s contributions to 
Irish culture and his faith with the Irishman of 
the Year Award for 2017.  

Tickets for this year’s Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick dinner on March 4, 2017, honoring 
Charles Lennon, are $35 per person and can 
be purchased at The Tara Shoppe, 250 Abbott 
Rd., Buffalo, NY, or call 716-207-4165 to re-
serve tickets.  

By Martha Bayne

We’re happy to announce that copies 
of Right Here, Right Now: The Buffalo An-
thology, the latest in Belt Publishing’s cele-
brated series of city-based anthologies by, for, 
and about the Rust Belt, have arrived in our 
warehouse.  This ambitious anthology collects 
original writing from more than fifty contribu-
tors exploring Buffalo’s storied past, analyz-
ing its present, and peering into its future.

Edited by Jody K. Biehl, director of the jour-
nalism program at the University of Buffalo, 
the book features contributions from Wolf 
Blitzer, Margaret Sullivan, legendary Bills 
coach Marv Levy, GooGoo Dolls bass-
ist Robby Takac, and many many more. 

For a full table of contents see our web-
site: http://beltmag.com/the-buffalo-antholo-
gy/. We’ve also made the introduction avail-
able online at http://beltmag.com/ as well, 
along with pieces by Margaret Sullivan and 
Henry Louis Taylor Jr. 

A release party for Right Here, Right is 
planned for 4 to 6 pm on Saturday, Decem-
ber 10 at Market Arcade. 

Biehl and contributors will read from the 
book, there’ll be snacks, and drinks available 
at the adjacent Market Expo bar. The release 
party is free and open to the public. 

Right Here, Right 
Now: The Buffalo 

Anthology

If you haven’t yet received your review 
copy, or if you’d like additional information, 
please let me know. 

With best wishes,
Martha Bayne

Rince Na Tiarna dancers have been busy! 
In addition to continuing regular classes and 
practicing at home, they gathered in December 
for the school’s much-loved annual Christmas 
party. Dancers and their families had a great 
time with craft projects and making cards.

The school spread the Christmas cheer by 
sending these items to Buffalo’s Women and 
Children’s Hospital. The party also benefited 
Buffalo’s City Mission: each family was 
asked to bring non-perishable food items to 
donate, and these items were delivered to Buf-
falo’s City Mission. They also made a dona-
tion to Camp Good Days and Special Times.

“Christmas is so special for our families 
and for the RNT family. It’s a great time for us 
to make Christmas brighter for others in the 
Western New York community,” Mary Kay 
Heneghan, founder and instructor of Rince Na 
Tiarna, said.

The holiday celebrations continued on New 
Year’s Eve when dancers joined people ring-
ing in the new year - on Dublin time - at the 
Irishman in Williamsville. Veteran dancers, 
including Lord of the Dance alumna Kevinah 
Dargan, joined beginners and dancers at all 
levels for this special celebration.

RNT alumnae return to Lord of the Dance

Dargan, along with fellow RNT alum Erin 
Lynch, will return to Lord of the Dance in 
February for a Mexico tour. Lynch is return-
ing to Lord of the Dance after dancing with 
Riverdance for the show’s China tour.

Lynch said joining Riverdance was a dream 
come true and touring China with the show 
was a once in a lifetime experience. “My big-
gest highlight of the tour was when my mom 
and aunt came to see the show in Beijing and 
Shanghai. I’m so thankful they were able to 
make the long journey to China. Other high-
lights include seeing the Great Wall, Pandas 
Sanctuary, the Bird’s Nest, and a Buddhist 
temple; the whole tour has been an incredible 
trip of highlights!” she said. She noted that 
she’s looking forward to touring Mexico with 
Lord of the Dance and spending time with 
friends who became a second family to her 
when they were touring with the show.

Getting ready for St. Patrick’s Day and 
more

The St. Patrick’s Day season is busy for 
Irish dancers, and Rince Na Tiarna dancers 
are ready to perform jigs, reels, their signa-

ture dance, and more for audiences throughout 
Western New York. This year will be special 
for the Rince Na Tiarna family: Mary Kay 
Heneghan will be the honoree at this year’s 
Amherst Gaelic League party.

“Western New York is a special place, and 
it’s home to many active and involved Irish-
Americans. Rince Na Tiarna has been part of 
this community’s St. Patrick’s Day festivities, 
weddings, celebrations, and more for more 
than 30 years,” Heneghan said. “I’m honored 
that we’ve been part of the community in 
these ways, and I’m honored by the Amherst 
Gaelic League’s recognition,” she said.

Can’t wait that long to see Rince Na Tiarna 
dancers? Here’s some good news for you: 
RNT continues its involvement with Hunter’s 
Day of Hope and Prayer for Children at the 
ADPRO Sports Training Center in Orchard 
Park on Saturday, February 11, 1:00pm-
4:00pm. RNT has participated in this event 
since its inception, at the special invitation of 
Jim and Jill Kelly. The beloved family-orient-
ed event features Rince Na Tiarna at 1:30pm; 
visit www.HuntersHope.org for additional 
information.

Thinking of participating in the Guinness 
Toast? Rince Na Tiarna will be dancing at the 
Irish Center’s Guinness Toast: February 17 at 
8:00pm. See you there!

Rince Na Tiarna: 
jigs, reels, and
 more in 2017
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BIGS
Buffalo Irish 

Genealogical Society

NEXT 3 REGULAR
 MEETINGS

will be in the HDC Conference Room
of the Heritage Discovery Center

100 Lee St
Buffalo, NY 14210

*April 15, 2017- Saturday, 10:30-11 AM
15th Annual “Gathering of the Clans”

July 18, 2017 - Tuesday, 6:00 PM
Oct 7, 2017 - Sat @ 10:30 AM

* 
NEXT ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
*January 20, 2018 - Saturday @ 10:30 AM 

will be in the
GAAA Irish Library
Buffalo Irish Center

245 Abbott Rd
Buffalo, NY 14220

VISIT OUR WEB SITE!

http://bigs.limewebs.com 
or find us on facebook

PROFILE:
Tim Russert

Senior Vice President and Washington bu-
reau chief of NBC News, moderator of Meet 
the Press, political analyst on the Today Show, 
and anchor of  CNBC’s, The Tim Russert Show

Parents: Tim Russert and Elizabeth Seeley
Born: May 7, 1950

Grew Up: 174 Woodside
Married: Maureen Orth, December 2, 1983

 Children: Luke, 14
Education: Holy Family, St. Bonaventure, 

Canisius H.S., John Carroll University, Cleve-
land Marshall College of law.

 
You should know that your father, Big 

Russ, was a friend of one of the founders of 
the Fresh Air Club, Shiny Face Collins.  On 
behalf of Shiny Face, and all of our mem-
bers, we are very proud of you. Now, how did 
your family background contribute to your 
drive and success?

 It’s everything.  My dad worked two full-
time jobs, at the Buffalo News and for the 
City of Buffalo Sanitation Department, for 
37 years. Yet, he never complained. He never 
got to finish school because he went to fight in 
World War II.

The entire focus of my parents’ life was to 
send their kids on their way and make sure 
they had a better life than they had. They 
showed by example, the lessons of the impor-
tance of hard work and common decency.

What role did the South Buffalo Commu-
nity play in guiding our values and develop-
ment?

The Sisters of Mercy played a large role. 
They not only taught you to read and write, 
but also the difference between right and 
wrong - invaluable lessons. They taught me 
that it’s not enough just to have a skill. It’s not 
enough just to have read all books, or know all 
the facts. Values are what really matter. The 
same ethics and rules apply whether you are in 
South Buffalo or Washington, D.C.

Holy Family School gave me something 
others would give anything for. It taught me to 
believe in something - in God, in my family, 
in myself, and in my values. It was a one-mile 
walk to Holy Family from my house on Wood-
side. There was no cafeteria and so I walked to 
school and home for lunch. It was four miles 

The bruising presidential election of 2016 made the folks at the Buffalo Irish Times
 long for simpler and more genteel times, when  South Buffalo’s Tim Russert was still around...

Legendary South Buffalonians
by Neil Farrell, Secretary South Buffalo Fresh Air Club

July 19, 2000

a day, sometimes against the wind. When 
you’re six years old, that’s hard. Everything 
since has been easy.

Is South Buffalo unique?
It is unique. The quality of the people is best 

manifested in the nicknames. People are real. 
Real friends who tell you the truth. There’s an 
instant bonding if you’re from South Buffalo; 
a sense of community, and that we’re all in 
this together. That’s unique.

The most important day of my life was No-
vember 8, 1960, when I was 10 years old and 
John Kennedy was elected president. Every-
one on our street had a “Kennedy for Presi-
dent” sign on their porch or front lawn. We 
were thrilled that an Irish-Catholic could be-
come President of the 

United States. Of course, at the time we 
didn’t know he was rich -  we though he was 
one of us!

Some of my best memories are sitting on 
my front porch with my parents during the 
summertime. On Friday nights, my father 
would put the old black and white TV on the 
front porch, and we would watch the fights 

with our friends and neighbors.
My uncle, Sonny Rovnak, lived across the 

street and would come over. In fact, Sonny 
met my Aunt Bernice, who was our babysitter, 
and they fell in love and got married!

There were so many kids in the neigh-
borhood. I remember going over to Johnny 
O’Meara’s house and yelling, “Oh Johneee!” 
at his back door. Then we’d go and find other 
kids to start a ball game.  I don’t think this 
sense of cohesion and community existed in 
many places.

What was your first job?
My first job was a paperboy for the Buf-

falo News. But I was also a garbage man, a 
pizza maker, and a cab driver. One of the jobs 
I had was painting the yellow stripes at the 
St. Michaels’ Church parking lot. I got there 
and they told me they didn’t have a roller, so 
I ended up painting the whole parking lot by 
hand with a brush!

I worked at Iggy Banko’s vegetable pro-
cessing plant, packaging and shipping beans.  
I was the new guy at age 16. For initiation, 
they locked you in the freezer for about 15 
minutes, and then throw you into Lake Erie!

Is it true that at one point you taught at the 
famous St. Teresa’s School?

That’s right. It seems every time I was on 
break from college or law school, I was re-
cruited to be a substitute teacher.  At St. Tere-
sa’s I remember teaching the religious themes 
in Beatle’s songs. The nuns seem to enjoy it, 
but I heard that Father Ormsby was less en-
thusiastic.

You’ve worked for some big shots, Gover-
nor Cuomo, and Senator Moynihan, among 
others. What did this teach you?

I was lucky to be exposed to these guys at a 
young age. It’s rare to see two true intellectu-
als in politics. They taught me the importance 
of understanding the issues, which was good 
preparation for what I do now.

I remember starting work at Senator Moyni-
han’s office and being a little overwhelmed by 
all the people with degrees from the presti-
gious schools. The Senator took me aside and 
said, “What they know, you can learn. What 
you know from growing up in South Buffalo, 
they can never learn.”

What mentors or books most influenced 
your thinking and philosophy?

The Bible, first and foremost for its sense 
of right and wrong. Sister Mary Lucille, my 
friend and former teacher, has been a great 
influence. Father John G. Sturm, the prefect 
of discipline at Canisius High School, had a 
positive impact.

Father Sturm had a healthy respect for the 
“energy level” of his students from South Buf-
falo. He handed out “JUG”, which stood for 
Justice Under God. I remember asking him. 
“Don’t you have any mercy?” he replied, 
“Mercy is for God. I deliver justice!” People 
like this had a large role in shaping me. They 
taught me that there’s no substitution for prep-
aration, persistence, and discipline. Know as 
much as your guest does, and don’t be afraid 
to challenge him. I think viewers respect this, 
and the Sisters of Mercy, and Jesuits were su-
perb at teaching this.

What historical figures do you most ad-
mire?

Jefferson, for the sheer brilliance of his 
writing. Lincoln, for saving this country at a 
most difficult time with his commitment to 
the belief that all men are created equal; and 
John Kennedy. Kennedy energized a whole 

nation with his vision that public service, and 
the coverage of public service, is a noble en-
terprise.

You got to meet the Pope. What was that 
like?

I’ll never forget it.  The door opened, and 
there was the Pope, dressed in white. He took 
my arm and whispered, “You are the one 
called Timothy?” I said “Yes.” “They tell me 
you are a very important man.” I said, “Your 
Holiness, with all due respect, there are only 
two of us in this room and I am most certainly 
a most distant second.” He put his hands on 
my shoulders… looked me right in the eye… 
and said, “Right.”

Could Tom Brokaw pass for a South Buf-
falonian? How about James Carville, Bob 
Costas, and Katie Couric?

Maybe South Dakota, where Tom Brokaw 
grew up, and South Buffalo aren’t that differ-
ent. Tom’s father even has a nickname, “Red”, 
so he’s ahead of the game. I’ll tell you an in-
teresting story. Last year I took my father to 
a Yankees game, and we were meeting Tom 
Brokaw. Tom got of his car and froze -  he saw 
my father and thought it was his father!

Yes, I could see Tom fitting in just fine at 
“Smitty’s.” Carville? Well, first we’d have to 
tone down the Louisianan accent; but even 
then he’s more of a “Lerczak’s” kind of guy 
– a little more wild. Bob Costas? He would 
be helping “Cal” coach the American Legion 
Post 721 baseball team at Caz Park. And Ka-
tie? She would be Shiny Face’s little sister!

What are you most proud of?
My son Luke, and in my own life the fact 

that I can give testimony that you don’t have 
to be rich or have an Ivy League education to 
have an impact. The lessons of South Buffalo 
give the foundation to function and flourish 
anywhere in the country.

Do you have any heroes?
Certainly John Kennedy, for the dramatic 

effect he had on people my age and back-
ground. Also, Luke Easter, the first baseman 
for the Buffalo Bisons: and Cookie Gilchrist, 
the great fullback for the Buffalo Bills. He had 
a pink Cadillac, and on the front hood he had 
painted backwards, so the guy ahead of him 
could see it in his rear-view mirror, “Lookie, 
Lookie Here Comes Cookie!”

Can you tell us a couple of your most cher-
ished memories?

Seeing Luke Easter hit the ball out of Of-
ferman Stadium… Being on the field after the 
Bills’ 1964 Championship win at the old rock 
pile. I still have a piece of the goal post.

I remember driving to a Cleveland Indians’ 
doubleheader each summer for my birthday 
with my dad and my three uncles. We had a 
green 1955 Chevy station wagon, and my job 
was to sit in the back with the ice chest and 
“supply the refreshments.”

I can still taste the cinnamon suckers at 
Crystal Beach, and feel the thrill of going 
down the big hill on the Comet with my hands 
up in the air. I remember the sights, sounds, 
and smells of South Buffalo so clearly. I even 
remember the “Help Wanted” signs at Bethle-
hem Steel.

Do you run into any fellow from the neigh-
borhood in Washington?

James T. Molloy. He was the doorkeeper for 
the U.S. House of Representatives. One of his 
duties was to introduce the President to Con-
gress before the State of the Union Address. 
Jim would announce in his booming voice, 
“Mr. Speaker, the President of the United 
Sates!”

While we were waiting for this, I would be 
sending notes to Tom Brokaw on my com-
puter like, “Jim’s mom and aunt are watch-
ing from their living room at 186 Bloomfield 
Street in South Buffalo.”  The Tom would say 
on the TV, “The next voice you will be hear-
ing is James T. Molloy from 186 Bloomfield 
Street in South Buffalo where his mother, and 
aunt are sitting proudly by.” The funny thing 
was, Tom Brokaw would never tell Jim Mol-
loy where he was getting his information.

Before Jim retired, Tom Brokaw ended his 
usual introduction with, “This will be James 
T. Molloy’s last appearance. James T. Molloy, 
a true renaissance man.” The story goes that 
Jim’s old friends from the firehouse called him 
and said, “Jim, that Brokaw guy said some-
thing about you on TV that we didn’t under-
stand. We’ve got the dictionary out now, but 
I’m telling you it didn’t sound very nice!”

Who else do I see? Jack Caulfield, Jack 
Mooney, Jack Quinn; and last week I even ran 
into Squints Jordan!

Thank you, Tim.
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No Frills Buffalo has published a new book 
of poems from local author Tommy Blake. “I 
Bang Down a Silver Bell” is a collection of 
14 poems written by Blake, who grew up in 
Buffalo. He was born deaf and with cerebral 
palsy. 

The poems were written over the past sev-
eral years, a period of time that coincided with 
Blake regaining his hearing through cochlear 
implants, resulting in a wonderfully lyrical 
outburst that already has delighted readers 
around Western New York. Tommy Blake is 
the brother of journalist/author Rich Blake 
who wrote the foreword to Tommy’s book. 

 “I Bang Down a Silver Bell” is available 
on Amazon and at Dog Ears Bookstore on Ab-
bott Road in South Buffalo. As a delightful 
footnote, Blake currently resides in the very 
same West Seneca house where legendary art-
ist Charles Burchfield once lived and where he 
painted some of his masterpieces!

Born in Buffalo, Blake attended Public 
School No. 84. As a child, deaf and unable 

to walk without crutches due to his cerebral 
palsy, he was a visible figure in numerous an-
nual charitable efforts benefiting special needs 
kids. He later graduated from West Seneca 
West Senior High School. 

Upon relocating to Port Orange, Florida 
near Daytona Beach in the early 1990s, Blake 
worked part-time in light assembly while also 
concentrating on physical rehab, swimming 
and three-wheel bicycling, as well as his writ-
ing — letters, journals, short stories and po-
ems. In 2003 Blake was recognized as a hero 
by then Florida Governor Jeb Bush for his role 
in the dramatic rescue of an elderly drown-
ing victim. In 2008 he underwent the first in 
a series of three brain surgeries to regain his 
hearing via cochlear implants. This is his first 
book.

For more information on No Frills Buffalo 
publishing, please visit  HYPERLINK “http://
www.nfbpublishing.com/” \t “_blank” www.
nfbpublishing.com. You can also follow No 
Frills Buffalo on Facebook for frequent up-
dates.

Ring in the New Year 
with ‘I Bang Down

 a Silver Bell,’
a Unique Collection of Poems By Tom Nemmer

Fifty hearty bicyclists and one hearty unicy-
clist met at the new Buffalo Distilling Compa-
ny at 860 Seneca Street for the Slow Roll.  The 
bicyclists left the Buffalo Distilling Co. head-
ing East on Seneca and then North up Fillmore 
Avenue to East Ferry Street and returned on 
Michigan Ave to Swan and back to the start.

Snow, high winds and freezing tempera-
tures challenged the bikers and changed the 
name of the event to “Snow Roll”.  The total 
ride was about 7 miles and all the bikers make 
it back safely to the Buffalo Distillery Co. for 
a warm drink of apple cider and apple brandy.  

Curious pedestrians looked on in disbelief 
as children waved at the cyclists with smiling 
eyes. An occasional auto honked approval, 
while others waited patiently for the shivering 
peloton to clear an intersection.  Road surfac-
es were mostly wet but occasional patches of 
slushy snow grabbed wheels and caused bikes 
to squirm nervously to find better traction. The 
wind seemed to confront the group more with 
each turn in the route as it began to increas-
ingly polish the pavement. Yet, no one crashed 
and the group joyfully dismounted back at 
Buffalo Distilling Company.  After high fives 
and the requisite photographs the chilled rid-
ers moved inside to warm their fingers and 
toes while sampling the craftmade fruits of the 
still; Apple Brandy, Bourbon Whiskey, and 
Vodka.

Buffalo Distilling Company, born in Ben-
nington, NY, is a New York State Farm Distill-
ery with roots dating back to 1883 and is now 
Buffalo’s first Bourbon distillery. Recently 
opened at 860 Seneca Street in Buffalo, the 

Snow Roll at 
Buffalo Distilling 

Company

three young owners have been working tire-
lessly behind the scenes to produce and age 
the products they now sell in their retail space.  
And what a barroom it is! The walls are lined 
with multi-toned planks in varying shades of 
light and dark. The bar surface is an impres-
sive black walnut running the length of one 
side with a gentle J-curve. Roger, the bartend-
er jovially held court behind this wood wall 
and smiled through a thick moustache while 
doling out the house elixirs. All in all, this 
Snow Roll raised everyone’s spirits.

Buffalo Distilling Company 
869 Seneca Street, Buffalo, NY

The Valley Community Association’s sig-
nature event – the 24th Annual “Old Neigh-
borhood” St. Patrick’s Day Parade – will kick 
off on Saturday, March 11th, 2017 at 12 Noon 
from the Valley Community Center.

THE ROUTE
The Valley Community Association Old 

Neighborhood St Patrick’s Day Parade will 
be held Saturday March 11, 2017 at noon. We 
will kickoff from the Valley Center on Led-
dy Street, continue on South Park, left onto 
Smith, left onto Elk, over South Park bridge, 
left onto Hamburg St, right onto SOUTH 
Street and finish at Louisiana. After parade 
parties will be at both the Tewksbury Restau-
rant and the Valley Community Center. Shut-
tles will transport patrons to and from these 
two sites thru 3 pm.

Over 100 marching units are anticipated 
to participate this year, making the “Old 
Neighborhood” St. Patrick’s Day Parade just 
as large as the downtown edition!! March-
ing contingents will include marching bands, 
floats, social clubs, classic cars, Irish dancers, 
family clans, fire and police departments, and 
much more!!

ADD YOUR FLOAT TO THE PARADE
New groups are welcome to march and reg-

istration forms will be available after Febru-
ary 1st, 2017 by calling 716-823-4707 ext.4. 
Previous parade participants will receive reg-

istration forms in the mail at the end of Janu-
ary.

THE HOOLEY
Immediately following the parade is the 

traditional grand Irish “Hooley” featuring live 
music as well as plenty of food and drink. The 
“Hooley” runs from 1pm-5:30pm at the Val-
ley Community Center, located at 93 Leddy 
Street, Buffalo, New York.

The Hooley serves as a fundraiser for the 
Valley Community Association’s services 
and programs, which include affordable child 
care that is nurturing, educational, and stimu-
lating for children ages 6 weeks and up; aca-
demic, social, and recreational programming 
for school age youth; programs and services 
for senior citizens that promote socialization 
and wellness; family support services includ-
ing a food and clothing pantry, resume prepa-
ration, job search assistance, and help navi-
gating the human service system; community 
events such as the Buffalo River Fest and the 
“Old Neighborhood” St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade; and neighborhood beautification proj-
ects such as the Buffalo River Fest Park, Mu-
tual Riverfront Park, and Valley Nature Park 
& Habitat Trail.

For more information regarding any of 
the Valley Community Association’s St. Pat-
rick’s Day activities contact Lori at 716-823-
4707 ext. 4.

Find out everything 
you need to know 
about this year’s 

“Old Neighborhood 
St. Paddy’s Day!”
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By: Donna M Shine

The Buffalo Irish Genealogical Society con-
tinues celebrating our first twenty years of or-
ganization, helping others, and growing with 
genealogical resources. Our meager begin-
nings, back in 1997, were simply giddy ideas, 
conjured up between high school friends: 
Kevin J. O’Brien, James R. Shine, and myself, 
Donna M. Shine (nee Witczak). We all met one 
afternoon, nearly thirty years after graduation, 
while attending the Buffalo Irish Festival, back 
in the day when it was held in Lancaster, NY.

Asking what had kept us busy, besides rais-
ing our families, it was found that we each had 
a passion for documenting our family ances-
tors and writing stories. At that time, Kevin 
was already on staff and writing articles for the 
BUFFALO IRISH TIMES. I wanted so badly 
to find where in Ireland my great-grandmother 
had come from that Kevin suggested I send 
an article for him to submit to the newspaper 
to print my query…so I did. James and I also 
were members of the Buffalo Irish Center and 
began working on their Library Committee 

BUFFALO IRISH GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY CELEBRATES 20 YEARS!

(1997-2017)
that produced a “show-piece” of an all-Irish 
themed library within the Buffalo Irish Center 
at 245 Abbott Rd. This library would eventu-
ally become BIGS’ first home.

The three of us also discussed how there 
was no place in the Buffalo, NY area that we 
could seek assistance specifically for doing 
Irish genealogy. Kevin quipped, “Then may-
be we should start something!” We all just 
laughed, but then started to blurt out ideas and 
motives and how we could really pull this off! 
Nobody had ever done this for the Irish and I 
told Kevin to be careful what you ask for, but 
he was all for it.

So, from that accidental August encounter 
in 1995 at the Irish festival, to presenting our 
ideas to the GAAA Board that November, and 
with the GAAA Irish Library completion in 
May of 1997, the three crazy schoolmates or-
ganized and held the first meeting of the Buf-
falo Irish Genealogical Society in October of 
1997.

Find out what BIGS can offer you. Please 
visit our new web address: http://BIGSny.
webs.com 

BIGS hold their 2017 Organizational Meeting in the GAAA Irish
 Library inside the Buffalo Irish Center, 245 Abbott Rd, Buffalo NY.


