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The United Irish American Association 
(UIAA) has elected Madonna Bugman Ver-
rastro to be Grand Marshal of the 2018 Saint 
Patrick’s Day Parade on Sunday March 18th 
at 2pm on Delaware Avenue.  The day will 
start with Mass concelebrated by Bishop 
Richard J. Malone and our chaplain Fr. David 
Richards at Saint Joseph’s Cathedral at 10:30 
AM.  Parade participants will line up near the 
McKinley Monument and proceed north on 
Delaware Avenue to North Street.

Madonna is the daughter of the late Owen 
E. and Gertrude R. Bugman, descendants of 
immigrants from County Clare and County 
Wexford. She is a lifelong resident of South 
Buffalo and a member of St. Martin of Tours 
Parish.  A graduate of Canisius College she 
is the Claims Manager for Key Insurance 
and Benefits Services. After several years of 
volunteering with the United Irish American 
Association, Madonna was elected to the 
Executive Committee and continues to be 
active in the fund-raising efforts. In addition 
to working on the Saint Patrick’s Day, she is 
active with “Save the Michaels of the World” 
an opiate crisis support organization and is an 
alumnae of the Buffalo Jills and NFL cheer-
leaders.  

Deputy Marshals chosen by Madonna 
are her children Amanda Lee Verrastro and 

Michael Tyler Verrastro, her granddaughter 
Layla Ryan Leo and longtime friends Thom-
as Young and Arthur Smith.  Mr. Young was 
Grand Marshal of the Buffalo Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade in 2010, Mr. Smith was Grand 
Marshal of the Brooklyn Saint Patrick’s Day 
Parade in 2004.  Madonna’s siblings:  Mary 

Ann Pershyn, Nancy Hardman, Peggy Niew-
iemski, John Bugman, Kathy Reamsnyder, 
James Bugman, Darlene Ungaro and Colleen 
Brennan will be leading a marching group of 
relatives and friends including many of her 
100 nieces and nephews including great and 
great-great stemming from the age of 58 to 

newborn.
The 2018 Saint Patrick’s Day Parade is 

dedicated to the memory of John J. McCor-
mick. His involvement in the Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade spanned decades.  He first was 
involved in building floats for the Parade 
that honored local charities.  Later, he vol-
unteered as a division marshal and recruited 
friends and relatives to help line up the fifth 
division of the Parade. He was elected to and 
became an active member of the Executive 
Committee.  John owned and operated Mc-
Cormick Collision for 28 years and was also 
a member of the Elma Conservation Club.  

The theme of the parade is “Hail to Saint 
Patrick-God Bless America –Support our 
Troops and First Responders.”  Groups inter-
ested in marching in this year’s Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade may telephone 716-875-0282 or 
visit our website www.BuffaloStPatricks-
DayParade.com to obtain an entry. UIAA Ex-
ecutive Committee members are also avail-
able on Sunday afternoons at 3PM at Buffalo 
Irish Center, 245 Abbott Road.

The 28th annual Valentine’s Party will be 
held Friday, February 9th at the Buffalo Irish 
Center. Music is by the Heard of Buffalo, 
tickets are available at Tara Gift Shop or by 
calling 875-0282.  $20 ticket includes beer, 
wine, pop.  All proceeds are used to defray 
the costs of conducting the parade including 
music, insurance and awards.  

Madonna Bugman Verrastro,  
Grand Marshal Saint Patrick’s Day Parade 

Sunday, March 18th on Delaware Avenue 

by Meme Riedy

     The Daughters of Erin are pleased to 
announce the Tara Award Recipient for 2018 
is Rosemary Davis.  This most prestigious 
award is given to a member who exempli-
fies the ideals of the Daughters of Erin which 
include being a member in good standing 
and active with the Daughters of Erin for at 
least five years, promotes the organization, 
assists the Knights of Equity in their endeav-
ors, takes part in Catholic action, fosters 
Americanism and promotes Irish Culture.  
This years’ recipient has been a member of 
the Daughters of Erin for over 15 years and 
is most deserving of the highest award given 
to a member.  

Born in Buffalo’s First Ward, Rosemary 
is the youngest of six children of John and 
MaryEllen McEvoy Dwyer.  She graduated 
from Saint Ann’s high school worked at 
Remington Rand.  She married Harry Davis 
and they were the proud parents of four chil-
dren.  After the sudden death of her husband, 
Rosemary returned to the work force as a 
certification officer to TAP at ECC South and 
retired after 25 years.  

Rosemary is very active with the Daugh-
ters and has held all offices of Buffalo Court 
5 serving as trustee, financial secretary, re-
cording secretary, treasurer, Vice President 
and President.  Her daughters Robin and 
Laura are also members of the Daughters 
of Erin with Robin currently serving as Na-
tional President of the Daughters of Erin 
and Laura as past National Trustee.  Rose-
mary has chaired many events including the 
Book, Bake and Craft Fair, which she initi-
ated, the annual Pot Luck Supper, Christmas 
Party, Calendar luncheon and volunteers at 
the Buffalo Irish Festival and is a participant 
in the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade and 

festivities.  When there is an event and a vol-
unteer is needed, you can always count on 
Rosemary to be one of the first to sign up!

She is the proud mother of Robin (Den-
nis) Messenger, Laura (Richard) Drew, Rick 
(Gina) and Jeffery (Judine) Davis and the 
grandmother of 13 grandchildren, Christo-
pher, Caryn, Matthew, Ryan, Allyson, Adam, 
Sean, Emily, Tyler, Jason, Liam, Harrison 
and Aaron and great grandmother of Nathan, 
Natalie and Lily.  

We thank Rosemary for all her hard work 
and dedication to the Daughters of Erin and 
congratulate her on this most deserving 
award!

Rosemary Davis to 
Receive Tara Award

Timon Seniors Named  
Advanced Placement Scholars

Congratulations to Amanuel Adebebe (Buffalo), Michael Larivey (Lackawanna) and Cullen 
Tonge (West Seneca) for demonstrating college-level achievement in the following subject 
areas; English Language Composition, World History and Biology.

Each of these students received scores of 3 or higher on the Advanced Placement Exams.
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Kevin

A Letter From
The Editor...
beannachtaí!

Here we are with the High Holy Days fast approaching.  The Sham-
rock Run is always the kick off for the St Patrick’s Season for me. 

March 3rd I will be running the 8K Shamrock Run, this is somewhere 
between my 25th and 30th Shamrock run.  It has always been a fun time 
to get into the Old First Ward where it all started.  The race course was 
changed a few years ago from the cold and windy water front route and 
now runs over to and down Seneca Street and back to Louisiana Street 
to the finish.  I have run a lot of races and there are only a few that have 
beers stops along the route and this is one of the best.

The next big event is the Civic Luncheon at the Irish Center on Friday 
before Buffalo’s the two St Patrick’s Day parades.  This takes training 
and endurance to get through three days of celebration.  Monday and 
Tuesday will be rest days for me.

Don’t forget to stop at the Irish Center on St Patrick’s Weekend; there 
will be entertainment on Friday, Saturday and especially Sunday after 
the parade!
 
lá sona naomh Pádraig,
Kevin J. O’Brien, Editor

J.P. Fitzgerald’sJ.P. Fitzgerald’s
4236 Clark Street Hamburg 716-649-4025 www.jpfitzgeralds.com

SUNDAY March 18
WNY’s Largest IRISH BUFFET Noon - 3pm
$17.95 per person - $10.95 kids under 12 -  reservations recommended - see website for details

e LeOvers McCarthyizmGeno McManus

FRIDAY March 16
7-11pm The LeftOvers • Geno MCManus & Friends

SATURDAY March 17
1- 5pm Geno MCManus

7-11pm MCCarthyizm • Geno MCManus & Friends

SUNDAY March 18 Noon-4pm Geno MCManUS

LIVE IRISH MUSIC

A six-week Adult Writers’ Seminar is 
planned at Dog Ears Bookstore & Café, 688 
Abbott Road, Buffalo. The seminars will 
be held from 6 to 8 p.m. on the following 
dates: Feb. 15 and 22, and March 1, 8, 15 and 
22. 

All participants will present current writing 
efforts that will be gently critiqued. Light re-
freshments are included, and the cost is $75 
for all six meetings.                             

The following participants are ongo-
ing members of the Adult Writers’ Seminar: 
 
• Lissa Redmond: Numerous published short 
stories including Falling on Ice, Buffalo Noir, 
Akashic Books (2015) and a novel A Cold 
Day in Hell; Midnight Ink to be released in 
February.

 
• Rick Williams: Vietnam memoir The Girl 

in the Oxygen Tent, and The Deadly Writers’ 
Patrol to be published in Spring 2018.

 
• John Schreier: Short stories published in 

Queen City Flash; The Writers Den, March 
2014 and  Banger to be published Spring 
2018; Fahrenheit, Noirville Press.

 

• Mike Breen: Has directed numerous high 
school drama productions and appeared in 
community theater productions, winner of 
an Artie (2017) for the ensemble cast of One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest and portrays Joe 
Keller in All My Sons: Ellicott Creek Play-
house (2018).

 
• Mike Dugan: A voice actor with numer-

ous radio ad credits as well as appearing in 
movies shot in Buffalo including Manna From 
Heaven (1999) and Marshall (2017).

 
All members have had stories included 

in the group’s self-published anthologies: 
Mostly Murder and Mayhem (2009), Mostly 
Mystery and Magic (2010), Mostly Malice 
and Mistletoe (2012) and Mostly Myths and 
Miracles (2014).

 
To register for the Adult Writers’ Seminar, 

please call the bookstore at 823-2665 or call 
John Schreier at 824-5174, or just come to the 
first meeting on Feb. 15 and register in person.

For more information on Dog Ears Book-
store, please visit http://dogearsbookstore.org. 
You can also follow Dog Ears Bookstore on 
Facebook for frequent updates.

Adult Writers’ Seminar 
planned at Dog Ears 

Bookstore
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The Illustrated Life of Michael Collins by 
Colm Connolly is a short multipictured look 
at the brief but important life of Michael 
Collins.  A hero of the 1916 revolt, he was 
assassinated during the civil war, which 
followed the establishment of the Irish Free 
State.

Readers looking for an in-depth biography 
of his life will not fi nd it in this work.  What 
you will fi nd is a very readable glimpse into 
the life of  “The Big Fellow,” as many called 
him.  

Michael Collins was a man of many gifts.  
While his formal education ended at the 
local National School, he acquired a love of 
books and learning from his father at an early 
age.  At the age of six his father died. Young 
Michael continued learning from his family 
and members of the community.  During this 
time he developed a knowledge and love of 
Ireland, its history and a fi erce devotion for 
Irish independence.

Michael was also gifted with good looks and 
guile.  These talents helped him in personal 
relationships and in establishing a stunningly 
successful spy ring.  His use of “G” men and 
operatives such as the “Twelve Apostles” 
proved very useful in dealing with the far 
superior British Army.

Although a brief work, The Illustrated Life 
of Michael Collins gives the reader a real 

feel for the man who served Ireland so well 
during these desperate times.  On his father’s 
deathbed, “he pointed to Michael junior and 
said to the assembled family: ‘Mind that 
child.  He’ll be a great man yet and will do 
things for Ireland.’”

As always, visitors are welcome to use 
the library.  Presently, hours are the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7 PM and 
by appointment. Please contact me fi rst as 
there is an Irish language class being held in 
the library at that time.  I may be reached 
at:  716-873-1078 or jjeboyle@yahoo.com.  
Volunteers are always welcome and we are 
still looking for book club members.

Gems from the Library
Jim Boyle

10 Family History Questions 
to Ask Your Grandparents

When researching your family history, one of the greatest resources at your disposal are 
your living relatives. Your grandparents and other older relatives may just be your closest 
connection to earlier generations of your family.
When your grandparents pass, their knowledge and memories of your family’s history 
disappear forever.
Interviewing your elderly relatives now is not only great for capturing and preserving their 
stories for future generations, but also a wonderful way to get to know them better.
Here are some questions to ask your grandparents before it’s too late:
1. What were the names and birthdates of your siblings, parents and grandparents? Did any of 
them have nicknames?
2. When and where were you born? Did your parents share any stories with you about that day?
3. What is your earliest childhood memory? Happiest? Saddest?
4. What was your childhood like? What did you enjoy doing for fun?
5. What was school like for you growing up? Where did you go to school?
6. When and how did you meet grandpa/grandma?
7. Who was the oldest relative you remember as a child?
8. What did you want to be when you grew up? What jobs did you have?
9. What events most impacted your life growing up?
10. What would you say is your proudest achievement?

Thomas W. Carroll Ancient Order 
of Hibernians Division One and the 

Black Rock Historical Society

Recently worked together to mark the 150th 
Anniversary of the Fenian Invasion of 
Canada from Buffalo in 1866 at the Fenian 
Monument.  This commemoration also 
marked the 5th Annual commemoration 
of the Fenian Invasion by the AOH at the 
actual site of the Fenian Invasion along 
the Niagara River in Towpath Park.  The 
commemoration was the culmination of 
events on Friday June 3rd and Saturday 
June 4th, 2016.  A Hooley was held at the 
Buffalo Irish Center on Friday.  Saturday’s 
events included a Parade down Niagara 
Street to the Fenian Monument and a 
very moving ceremony at the Monument, 
attended by almost one hundred individuals, 

including the Consul General of Ireland, 
Barbara Jones, local dignitaries including 
New York State Senator Tim Kennedy, City 
of Buffalo Comptroller, Mark Schroeder 
and many members of the AOH and the 
Black Rock Historical Society.  The day’s 
events concluded with a reception at the 
Black Rock Historical Society Museum.  
The weekend’s events not only helped to 
honor an important event in the history 
of Buffalo, but also helped to honor those 
brave individuals who also served to inspire 
the Easter Rising in Ireland fi fty years later!  
Tom Lambert, AOH NYS Secretary and 
AOH Division One President

NYS Senator, Tim Kennedy; AOH Member Larry Ginnane; Irish Consul 
General, Barbara Jones;  AOH NYS Secretary and Division One President, 
Tom Lambert; AOH Standing Committee Chairman, Jim O’Brien; AOH Vice 
President Kevin Lafferty, AOH Member Patrick Krey; AOH Financial Secretary, 
Tom Callaghan and AOH Member Bill Butler.

BUFFALOIRISHTIMES
TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT EDITION OF THE:
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Mark your calendar; we’re closing out the 
crusty month of March with the 21st. annual 
St. Patrick Joseph Dyngus Day celebration.

The Buffalo Irish Center will again be host-
ing this spectacular tri-ethnic event where we 
combine the three high holy days of March-St 
Patrick’s Day, St. Joseph’s Day and Dyngus 
Day all under one roof. Three rooms, three 
bands and three sets of ethnic food, entertain-
ment and drink.

This locally legendary celebration of the 
ethnic triumvirate turns the crusty month of 
March into a warm, sweet promise of spring. 

This year you can move from one ethnic cele-
bration to another simply by walking through 
a door.

You can bid “Arrividerci Roma” and leave 
the rich Italian and Italian-American sounds 
of the Formula Band to rock with the Celtic 
beat of Penny Whisky, and then change coun-
tries again and Polka to the sounds of The 
Touch, all without the hassle of passports or 
Euros.

Food, drink, music, dance and most impor-
tantly the company of friends promise to make 
this year’s celebration a party to remember.

If you’ve never been to this event before 
you will be in for an afternoon and evening of 
fun-filled excitement, including singers, danc-
ers, pipers and surprise entertainment. Genu-
ine ethnic food and drink will be made avail-
able throughout the day. Featuring corned 
beef, Italian and Polish sausage, pierogis, 
pasta and Guinness, all at reasonable prices. 
Join us for our 21st. anniversary and learn to 
do a Polka, a Tarantella or a Jig and have the 
time of your life.

This event is sponsored jointly by The Buf-
falo Irish Center, The Polka Boosters of WNY 

and the Federation of Italian-American Soci-
eties of WNY.

Time: Sunday March 25th. 2018; 3:00 till 
8:00

Location: The Buffalo Irish Center, 245 Ab-
bott Rd. Buffalo, NY 14220

Ticket Prices: $10.00 in advance, $12.00 at 
the door (sorry, no will-calls)

For ticket information: Call Dan & Carol 
McCue 834-7664, Joyce Czarnecki 741-3001, 
Teresa Marcello 668-9451 or the Tara Gift 
Shoppe 825-6700.

The 21st Annual St. Patrick Joseph  
Dyngus Day Tri-Ethnic celebration set for  

Sunday March 25th at the Buffalo Irish Center.
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Can a local festival be both popular and 
unknown to Western New Yorkers? It 
can if it’s the Niagara Celtic Heritage 
Festival! This charming event is held 
every year in Northern Niagara County, 
and if you haven’t visited before then 
mark your calendars now: September 17 
& 18.
For many Niagara Celtic is a hidden gem, 
a family-friendly affair that celebrates 
amazing heritage, history and fantasy in 
a way that’s reminiscent of the carnivals 
and fairs of yester-year. The festival 
is packed with non-stop entertainment 
and hands-on fun, all sheltered within 
trees and surrounded by a breathtaking 
view of Lake Ontario. Once you arrive 
you’ll instantly feel magic in the air. 
We’re not kidding! It’s an indescribable 
atmosphere, created out of an amazingly 
diverse crowd surrounded by so many 
new experiences and fun they can’t help 
but smile and get swept away.
There is a wonderful array of Irish, 
Scottish and Welsh foods, artisans, 

performers, craftsmen, animals, 
historical re-enactors and more. Guests 
can shop, dine, listen to music, cheer on 
athletes, learn to swordfi ght, see animal 
demos, explore the popular kid’s corner, 
attend classes…the list goes on and on. 
“You really have to see the festival to 
understand how amazing it is,” explains 
one of the festival’s Associate Directors, 
Vicki Banks. “Every year we have new 
guests join us that are stunned…they 
can’t believe such a unique and wonderful 
festival exists in their ‘backyard’.”
Visiting their website, NiagaraCeltic.
com, you can get a sense at how big 
and broad the festival is. Photos include 
guests enjoying a vast variety of 
entertainment. MacFarlane’s Company is 
one of a handful of groups that have been 
attending since 2001. Based in Ohio, they 
offer hands-on learning, including the 
chance for children to become soldiers 
and battle the British. Longtime member 
Karen Wood has attended since the fi rst 
year.  “I love the many folks who say 

‘My kids played your games at the 1st 
or 2nd [Niagara Celtic] festival and now 
they are in college or have little ones of 
their own!’”
We also believe one of the most 
important parts of their festival is their 
hard-working team of volunteers; nearly 
500 people contribute their talent and 
skills to help make sure guests have a 
wonderful time. To have such a large 
body of volunteers is rare for a modern 
non-profi t, and we can’t help but believe 
that mysterious ‘festival magic’ has 
something to do with it.
Save the Dates: the 16th Niagara Celtic 
Heritage Festival is on Sept. 17 & 18 
in Olcott, NY, which is less than an 
hour drive from Buffalo, Niagara Falls 
and Rochester. There’s also plenty of 
accommodations nearby if you visit for 
the weekend (different events happen 
each day so it’s worth staying). Pre-Sale 
tickets, VIP packages and even special 
discounts are available at NiagaraCeltic.
com; kids 12 & under are free, and there 

is also free parking. 
Of course one way for the festival to be 
memorable is to get in FREE! Visit their 
website by August 26th for a chance to 
win ticket packages- they’re drawing 
6 winners and the contest is open to 
everyone 14 and older.
**TIME AND MONEY SAVING TIP!! 
The festival’s Ticket Booth is always 
busy every year, though the staff works 
hard to process people as fast as possible. 
We recommend not wasting time 
standing in line by ordering your tickets 
online. The system is easy to use, and 
you’ll save money by ordering before 
Labor Day. Irish Times Readers can use 
the special Promo Code: TIMESLOVE 
and save 5% off your order- good until 
9/10! So this year while others stand in a 
long, sunny or windy line, you’ll already 
be enjoying the concerts, shopping, 
food…and everything else you love 
about Niagara Celtic! 
*Photo credit is to Wayne Peters for all 
our photos

The Daughters of Erin had a very 
successful year and although we have a 
summer break from business meetings 
there are festivals and events are on 
our “to do” list. The annual Calendar 
Luncheon, our largest fundraiser, was 
held in May and all 200 plus ladies 
had a wonderful time and enjoyed the 
beautifully decorated tables, lunch and 
the Chinese Auction under the expertise 
of our chairperson Bonnie O’Hara. This 
affords us the opportunity to continue 
our charitable donations throughout the 
year.
Our June meeting began with the 
beautiful candlelit Initiation Ceremony 
for new members. Renee Leiser 
did a wonderful job planning our 

ceremony and delicious catered dinner 
that followed. We welcomed 8 new 
members this year and congratulate 
MaryJo Beltrami, Sheila Fitzpatrick, 
Jacqueline Krupczyk, Mary Lynch, 
Elaine McAllister, Patricia Seiner, 
Caroline Spoth and Kristine Werner 
who were sworn in by Past National 
President Meme Riedy. A short business 
meeting led by President Rosemary 
Davis reminded us of the events the 
summer has in store for us.
The Knights of Equity 3rd Degree and 
Ladies of Kincora will host the annual 
“Antless Picnic” on Wednesday July 27 
from 5 – 8pm in the Claddagh Room 
of the Buffalo Irish Center. The event is 
open to all members, family and friends 

and features hamburgers, hot dogs, 
homemade salads, desserts and door 
prizes for adults and children. Tickets 
are only $10 for adults and $5 for 
children 10 years and younger and are 
available by calling Knights of Equity 
3rd Degree President Charlie McSwain 
at 860-2491 or can be purchased at 
the door the evening of the event. All 
proceeds benefi t our scholarship fund.
The Knights of Equity and Daughters 
of Erin National Convention will take 
place October 7th and 8th hosted by 
Pittsburgh Court 9 at the Marriott in 
Cranberry Township, PA. Meetings 
and renewing friendships will highlight 
the weekend and we know it will be 
a great time with our friends from 

Court 9 and Detroit Court 6. Robin 
Messenger, Court 5 Buffalo, will be 
sworn in as National President, so this 
will be a memorable weekend for all in 
attendance.
If you are Catholic and of Irish descent, 
over 18 years of age and would like to 
join our organization, contact President 
Rosemary Davis at 648-1589. Our 
meetings are the third Wednesday of 
each month (except July, August and 
December) at 7pm in the Buffalo Irish 
Center.
Have a safe, happy and fun summer!

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS

Closer Than You Realize: A Hidden Adventure along Lake Ontario
Finding Annual Celtic Fun at Olcott Beach

Daughters of Erin
by Meme Riedy
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SOUTH END FLORAL
Dress Up Your Occassion With One

 Of Our Specialty Arrangements!

822-7562
218 Abbott Road (accross from the Irish Center)

DAILY CITY-WIDE AND SUBURBAN DELIVERIES

ANDY’S 
DRIVING SCHOOL

5 HOUR PRE-LICENSING COURSE
PRIVATE DRIVING LESSONS • DRIVER EDUCATION PROGRAM

Cardinal O’Hara H.S.
Andy Moynihan

874-1653
39 O’Hara Rd., Tonawanda, NY 14150

Buffalo Commemorates the 100th Anniversary 
of the Fenian Invasion of 1866

by William Butler
During the early morning of June 1, 1866, 
Colonel John O’Neill, a member of the Fenian 
Brotherhood from Nashville, Tennessee led 
a combined force of Irish-American Civil 
War veterans from Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Buffalo, New York to invade 
British North America (now Canada) with 
the objective of seizing the Welland Canal 
and holding Canada hostage until the British 
government recognized the freedom of the 
Irish people.  In the dark of night, between 500 
and 800 men were ferried across the Niagara 
River from the docks of the Pratt Ironworks 
which is now Tow Path Park at the foot of 
Hertel Avenue.  After decisively defeating 
Canadian militia and the Queen’s Own Rifl es 
in battles at Ridgeway and Fort Erie, O’Neill 
and his men were forced to retreat as their lines 
of supplies and reinforcements were cut off 
by US Army General George Meade and the 
USS Michigan.  One hundred and fi fty years 
later, this herculean effort was respectfully 
remembered by commemorative events 
sponsored by the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
(AOH), Erie County Division 1 and Black 
Rock Historical Society.
 On June 3, a traditional Irish Hooley was 
held in the Emerald Room of the Buffalo 
Irish Center where guests were treated to 
musical selections from the “Fenian Songster” 
performed by Rush the Growler.  Appropriate 
pomp and circumstance was also provided by 
the Erie County Sheriff’s Pipes and Drums.  
President Tom Lambert of the AOH welcomed 
the guests and introduced NYS Senator and 
special guest of honor Consul General of 
Ireland in New York Barbara Jones.  Mr. 
Kennedy described the importance of the 
Fenian invasion not only from the perspective 
of Buffalo history, but also because of its 
signifi cance to both Canadian confederation 
and Irish independence.  He acknowledged 

the year 2016 as the sesquicentennial of the 
invasion of 1866, in addition to the centennial 
of the Easter Rising of 1916 – a fact that has not 
been lost on historians.  Ms. Jones expressed 
her gratitude to the Buffalo Irish Center for 
their work in preserving and celebrating Irish 
culture in the United States.  Not only did she 
recognize the Fenian soldiers who took up arms 
for the cause of Irish independence, but also 
the women who “scrubbed fl oors and opened 
doors” as domestic servants and selfl essly gave 
their precious pennies and dimes to fund the 
struggle for freedom.  
In an historic reenactment, Raymond Ball, 
Sr. of the Buffalo 7th Regiment, Irish Army 
of Liberation commanded the center fl oor 
of the Emerald Room and “mustered the 
troops” to “organize Companies, Battalions 
and Regiments in the City of Buffalo for the 
army of the Irish Republic.”  After his call 
to arms, the Fenian Sisterhood presented 
the replica fl ag which was originally carried 
by their brethren into battle in 1866.  These 
“Sisters” represented the wives, daughters 
and sweethearts of the Fenian soldiers who 
historically helped raise money for the Fenian 
Brotherhood through fancy balls and picnics.  
Today, the original fl ag, with its gold sunburst 
and border on a fi eld of green, is curated at the 
Buffalo History Museum but unfortunately has 
become greatly deteriorated and is no longer 
available for public viewing.
On June 4, the historic Black Rock community 
hosted a formal procession from Amherst 
Street along Niagara Street to the Fenian 
Invasion of 1866 monument at Tow Path 
Park.  Before stepping off, the Buffalo 7th 
Regiment provided a “Living History” 
presentation of a Civil War-era encampment at 
Market Square which gave local residents and 
visitors alike the opportunity to “inspect the 
troops.”  Accompanied by City Councilman 

Joe Golombek and City Comptroller Mark 
Schroeder, Grand Marshalls Consul General 
of Ireland Jones and Senator Kennedy led 
units representing the AOH, Buffalo Fenians 
Gaelic Football Club, Erie County Sheriff’s 
Pipes and Drums, Niagara Celtic Festival, and 
Black Rock Historical Society.  After arriving 
at the monument, Tom Callaghan began the 
ceremony with an opening prayer for the brave 
Irish-American soldiers who sacrifi ced so 
much for the cause of freedom for all Ireland.   
With the scenic backdrop of the blue waters 
of the Niagara and green shoreline of Canada, 
Kate Schroeder sang touching renditions of 
both the Irish and US national anthems. 
After the anthems, Mr. Kennedy addressed the 
crowd by fi rst thanking the individuals and 
organizations who were responsible for the 
planning and sponsorship the commemorative 
events.  He also respectfully remembered the 
Irish-Americans who placed themselves in 
harm’s way for the cause of Irish freedom.  
Only one year prior, these courageous men had 
fought the bloodiest war in US history; yet the 
fi ght for the independence of Ireland was so 
vital that they did not hesitate to take up arms 
once again for their homeland.  Recognizing 
the achievements that the Fenian Invasion had 
gained for both Ireland and Canada, Ms. Jones 
acknowledged the long fi ght for Irish freedom 
and the men and women who sacrifi ced all 
they had to achieve it.  Despite this at times 
deadly struggle, she emphasized that the fl ag 
of the Republic is truly a fl ag of peace.  From 
the Rising of 1848 to the Easter Rising of 1916 
and beyond, the green represents Ireland’s 
Gaelic tradition with the orange representing 
the followers of William of Orange.  Most 
importantly, the white of the “Irish tricolour” 
signifi es the lasting truce between the “Green” 
and the “Orange.”  
AOH Brothers Kevin Lafferty and Jim O’Brien 

explained how the invasion rekindled the fi res 
of freedom as a direct forebear to Padraig 
Pearse’s legendary graveside oration for the 
famous Fenian Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa 
and of course the Easter Rising of 1916.  In 
solemn remembrance, Mr. Lambert recited the 
names of the Fenian patriots who were killed 
during the Battles of Ridgeway and Fort Erie 
in 1866.  Following a memorial three-volley 
musket salute by the Buffalo 7th Regiment, 
Irish Army of Liberation, Raymond Ball, Jr. 
played taps in honor of the fallen.  Ms. Jones 
and Mr. Kennedy then ceremoniously carried a 
fl oral wreath from the monument and placed it 
on the waters of the Niagara where the Fenian 
soldiers had crossed 150 years ago.  In a fi nal 
gesture of respect, the historic Fireboat Edward 
M. Cotter arched a symbolic water salute from 
its powerful pumps and turrets.
After the ceremony, the Black Rock Historical 
Society hosted a reception at their museum 
at 1902 Niagara Street.  Amid displays 
representing the Black Rock, Riverside, West 
Hertel and Grant-Amherst communities, guests 
enjoyed light refreshments including a special 
craft brew that was tapped just for the occasion 
by Community Beer Works – an Irish red amber 
ale named Céad Mile Fáilte.  Guests were 
also privileged to have the opportunity to talk 
with Irish scholars and authors including Dr. 
Bridgette Slavin (Professor of Celtic Studies, 
Medaille College), Tim Bohen (author of 
Against the Grain), Dr. Tim Madigan (Director 
of Irish Studies Program, St. John Fisher 
College) and Dr. David Doolan (lecturer/tutor 
and author of Transnational Revolutionaries, 
The Fenian Invasion of Canada, 1866).

I enjoyed Brian Stanton’s “The Lost Art of Sneaking In” but he forgot to mention “sneaking” 
into Bills games (it was more like storming the gates) or the Aud (the first concert I ever went 
to, I found a non-very-well locked door to the Aud to see Three Dog Night).  

And, of course, there was the Seneca Theater that I never paid for for since big Mick Honan 
was an usher.  I would waltz in, get in trouble and thrown out the side door by one usher, and 
then walk back in the main entrance for free.  

Lastly, any venue that Eddie Mahoney had an interest in (Mulligan’s or one of the run-down 
theaters downtown where I saw Charlie Daniels care of the Commish) were also accessible at a 
significantly discounted (i.e. free) rate. 

Does the golf range near the McCarthy’s cottage where Mike Mahoney stole the golf balls 
(and the cops beat us back to the cottage) somehow count in this category?  I could go on for 
hours...

Dave Honan, Saint Paul, MN

File this one under freaky things that happen  
on the road to South Buffalonians:

My wife Shirley and I are spending the day in Jackson Hole, Wyoming on our national parks 
tour. We were standing on a corner a couple blocks from our hotel when someone calls my name 
from a car stopped at the red light. I look and can’t believe what I see: Cornelius “Neil” Keane 
getting out of his granddaughter’s car to come over and shake hands ... corner of Walk and Don’t 
Walk, Jackson Hole WY ...

Steve Banko, Buffalo, NY

By Joseph Xavier Martin

I was born in Our Lady of Victory Hospi-
tal, just across the street from the magnificent 
Basilica of Our Lady of Victory, in Lackawa-
nna. I am not really clear on what theological 
nuances separate a Basilica from an ordinary 
church, or an even grand Cathedral. But this 
magnificent church matches up well with all 
of the many Cathedrals that we have seen in 
our travels.  And although I have lived within 
walking distance of it, for most of my life and 
even entered the church once or twice for a 
look-see, I have never really appreciated this 
ornate, byzantine masterpiece for the architec-
tural splendor that it represents.

 Within its quiet precincts, one sits and 
ponders the mysteries of our Catholic Faith, 
represented by the statuary and imagery all 
around us. The gilt-edged murals along the 
walls glitter in the flickering lights of the vo-
tive candles. The ornate carvings, of the Sta-
tions of the Cross, bring back parables and 
stories of the grand passion of Christ, taught 
with ardent intensity by the goodly Nuns of 
the Sisters of Mercy, with whom I was in-
terred for eight years of early schooling.

 The statuary, of Mary and the saints are 
also old familiars. From each marble engrav-
ing erupts a wellspring of memories from 
religious classrooms and Masses from long 
ago. The colored glass from the windows high 
along the walls above sparkles the sunlight as 
if through an ethereal prism. It isn’t hard to 
be spiritual or ponder the hereafter in these 
magical precincts. The venue lends itself to 
the supernatural.

 I know that busloads of supplicants come 
here daily, in search of a miniature Lourdes, 
hoping to bask in the magic of Father Baker. 
Saint or not, the man cast a spell of goodness 
that many, many thousands of the faithful 

benefited from in his nearby orphanage, hos-
pital and schools. He was a visionary of bibli-
cal proportions who enriched the well-being 
of many thousands of working people in the 
area. Perhaps it is the legend of the man that 
gives the building its true magic. Even though, 
generations of us were terrified by scolding 
parents of “being sent off to Father Baker’s,” 
if we did not behave. The gentility, goodness 
and decency of the man outshine the stone 
memorial. And I think that is what gives the 
Basilica it ethereal majesty. From the movie 
“Field of Dreams” comes the saying “if you 
build it, they will come.” Father Baker did 
build it. And the faithful did and are still com-
ing.

 It is the rare mortal that can embody and 
enliven an entire philosophy of caring for one 
another and practicing the lessons that we 
were taught by the Nazarene, in his Sermon on 
the Mount. But this humble soldier of Christ 
managed it with a dignity of purpose that even 
today inspires us in thought and action. May 
the celestial roads rise up to meet you good 
Father Baker and the heavenly winds be al-
ways at your back.

Father Bakers

Two well-known local authors who have 
written books about Ireland and Irish culture 
will be special guests at the Collectors & Ar-
tisans Expo coming to the historic Buffalo 
Irish Center, located at 245 Abbott Road in 
the heart of Buffalo’s Irish Heritage District. 
The event will take place from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday, March 10, just one week before 
St. Patrick’s Day!

Selling and signing copies of their books at 
the event will be Irish authors Sinead Tyrone 
of Cheektowaga and John McGlarry of Bos-
ton, N.Y. 

Tyrone’s A Song Of Ireland: A Collection of 
Poems, was published in 2017 and is based on 
her travels to Ireland and Northern Ireland. In 
this volume she captures the magic of Ireland 
through stories of strong, proud people and 
iconic landscapes marked with castles and ru-
ins, patchwork fields and dramatic coastline. 
Other works by Tyrone include Crossing The 
Lough Between in 2016 and Walking Through 
The Mist in 2013.

McGlarry’s 2016 release, The Arrival, and 
2013 release, The Leaving, chart the voyage 
of young Liam McGinley and his fellow Irish 
countrymen who step into the unknown world 
of a city in a foreign country that didn’t want 
them and did everything to make their arrival 
harder … but couldn’t stop them!

“It is truly an honor to have such prominent 
Irish authors at our event, and the timing — 
one week before we all become Irish for a day 
and celebrate St. Patrick’s Day — couldn’t be 
better,” said West Seneca resident Joe Kirch-
myer, organizer of the Collectors & Artisans 

Expo. “I hope the entire Western New York 
Irish community will come out to meet Sinead 
and John, have a nice conversation about Ire-
land, ask them questions about their work and 
buy a few books to take home and enjoy.”

Kirchmyer also thanked NFB Publishing of 
Buffalo and its owner, Mark Pogodzinski, for 
his help coordinating the author appearances. 
For more information on NFB Publishing, 
please visit www.nfbpublishing.com.

The Collectors & Artisans Expo will host 
dozens of vendors, and 100 percent of the $2 
admission will benefit the Buffalo Irish Center 
and two South Buffalo high schools, Mount 
Mercy Academy and Bishop Timon - St. Jude 
High School. 

Antique appraisals by Water Valley An-
tiques will be offered during the March event. 
The cost will be $2 per item, or a maximum 
of three appraisals for $5. Food will also be 
available for purchase during the event thanks 
to the Irish Center kitchen staff, and plenty of 
free parking is available in the Irish Center 
parking lot, along Abbott Road and on nearby 
neighborhood streets.

Vendor tables (handcrafted and collect-
ible items only, please) are still available 
for the March 10 event. For more informa-
tion, please contact Joe Kirchmyer at jkirch-
myer@verizon.net. For updates, please 
follow the Collectors’ Expo Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/Collectors-Ex-
po-162985497593654.

To borrow a line from the Irish Center’s 
website: You are welcome, a thousand times, 
wherever you come from, whosoever you be!

Irish authors to visit 
Collectors & Artisans 

Expo

LETTERS 
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By Brian Stanton

After a few jugs of Meyer Brothers’ hard 
apple cider, a Christmas trip to New York City 
seemed like a great idea.  It was the winter 
break of 1967/68 from our first year at col-
lege.  Many a trip had been launched by what 
we called “The Meyer Brothers’ Travel Agen-
cy”.  If someone had a car and we had a few 
bucks we would just pack some clothes in a 
duffle bag and go.

Our South Buffalo Irish parents really 
didn’t believe we were going skiing in Elli-
cottville because we didn’t have skis.  But that 
was the best story we could come up with at 
the time.  I think they were just delighted we 
were home from school and hadn’t flunked 
out and wound up in Vietnam.

So on a cold, sunny Saturday morning, my-
self, my brother AJ, and pal Squints Jordan 
piled into Wilbur Prendergast’s 1963 Pontiac 
Tempest convertible and headed East on the 
New York Thruway.  Wilbur had just bought 
this old standard shift convertible and his fa-
ther had warned him “just don’t do anything 
stupid”. Christmas in New York City via an 
old white convertible with bald tires didn’t 
sound stupid to 18 years olds…it sounded like 
an adventure. And isn’t a great adventure what 
every young man is really looking for? 

We lost the sun around Rochester. Then it 
really started to snow before we got to Syra-
cuse. We plowed on.  We came to a rather long, 
winding curve just before Herkimer when the 
old Tempest started a very long, slow spin-out 
downhill on the icy road beneath us. The car 
slowly spun 180 degrees so we were looking 
face first at on-coming traffic. 

Part of that traffic was a large tractor/trailer 
rig and it was bearing down on us from the hill 
we just slid down.  Thankfully, the car contin-
ued to spin in this surreal, counter-clockwise 
direction another 180 degrees until we were 
again facing east.  We finally slid into a snow-
packed ditch on the right side of the Thruway, 
just as the gigantic truck/trailer rolled by, 

blasting its horn.
We knew that Christmas in New York was 

in jeopardy, along with Wilbur’s life, if we 
couldn’t get out of this mess. There were no 
cell phones in those days, so Wilbur decided 
to walk up a couple of miles to the next rest 
area and call for assistance.  We felt that if we 
could just get towed out of this ditch where 
the car had impacted into a high wall of snow, 
maybe our Christmas dreams would be back 
on. 

Our miracle pulled up next to us before 
Wilbur had even walked a mile. An old timer, 
wearing a red flannel coat and looking like 
Santa Claus appeared. He parked in front of 
us and asked us if we needed a tow. Nobody 
had called him. He just saw us in trouble and 
stopped. A Christmas miracle…just like in the 
movies. What happened next was less than 
miraculous.

The old timer towed us out. He said he 
didn’t want any money and that he was just 
heading back to his garage in Herkimer when 

he spotted us in the ditch. We told him the 
driver had gone up ahead for help. He asked if 
anyone could drive a standard shift, and that’s 
when the warm, fuzzy Christmas story started 
to unravel.

Our intrepid pal, Squints said he could drive 
a standard, “No Problem”. Now assured, the 
old timer told us to take off and he would fol-
low at a distance to make sure the car was safe 
and sound. Squints hopped into the driver’s 
seat and we  took off down the road.  The Pon-
tiac Tempest moved effortlessly into first gear. 
A little more gas and Squints shifted that car 
quietly into second gear. Success! No shimmy 
or shake, the alignment seemed all right.

Then disaster struck. While trying to shift 
the old convertible car into third gear at a high 
rate of speed, Squints jammed it into reverse 
and the clutch exploded!   Nuts and bolts and 
transmission fluid left a trail behind the car. 
The clutch on the floor actually shattered and 
exploded into the back seat and out the plastic 
window beneath the rear roof.  The shrapnel 

missed our heads in the back seat by inches. 
We were in shock. The car looked like it had 
been in a rocket attack. Forget Christmas in 
New York. We were half way between Syra-
cuse and Albany, but we might as well have 
been on the surface of the moon.

The old timer re-hooked us up and towed 
us down to the rest area so we could give 
Wilbur the bad news. Wilbur sat quietly in 
the truck with the driver and had that “1,000 
yard stare” in his eyes as he thought about 
what his father would probably do to him. 

Santa, the tow man took us to his garage, 
gave us some coffee and donuts and let us 
use his phone. He said he would keep the 
car there free of charge until a decision 

was made about repairs. We took a bus to 
Syracuse and finally got a bus back to Buf-
falo.  I remember there was a woman on the 
bus with a bunch of children. Some of the 

kids were sick and one of them threw up on 
us. Our Christmas dream had now become a 

complete nightmare.
 

Was there an upside to this story? Yes. 

Wilbur’s dad had pity on him. He did not 
kill him. In fact, he actually got a flatbed truck 
and had that old Pontiac towed back to South 
Buffalo and repaired. Wilbur drove that very 
car to the Air Force induction center when he 
enlisted.

Squints wound up a radio operator in Viet-
nam a year later. Luckily, they never let him 
drive a tank. 

My brother AJ returned to Oklahoma to 
play football. 

And me, as time went by I realized that 
people like the Santa Claus tow truck driver 
are probably a lot more common than we 
realize. They just don’t make good news 
stories. But sometimes they help make 
a good South Buffalo Christmas story. 

A Road Trip From the Nether World

By Joseph Xavier Martin

       It was a magical phrase to those of us 
in our late teens, during the 1960’s. Several 
gathering spots, situated along the Lake Erie 
shore, some twenty miles south of Buffalo, 
and dispensing beer and rock music, drew us 
in like flies every Saturday and Sunday. Dur-
ing the day, we would lounge on the beach, 
play volley ball and socialize with young 
people like ourselves from all over the greater 
Buffalo area.

 Many years later, I was to discover my own 
family’s long attachment to these storied and 
sandy environs. During the 1920’s my grand-
father and his brothers had smuggled Canadian 
Whiskey across Lake Erie, from Long point in 
Canada to the serene beaches of Brant Beach 
on the Seneca Indian Reservation, just south 
of Point breeze. In that it was Indian land, 
the local constabulary were precluded from 
searching for just such rascals as the Martin 
Brothers, involved in depression-era whiskey 
smuggling. From that point on, there had been 
a Martin presence on these sandy shores. My 
own family owned a small cottage next to that 
of my Father’s sister, Marion Ryan. He sold 
the place in 1949, when the sixth in line of the 
burgeoning family arrived, one Joseph Xavier 
Martin. Dad thought that he had no time avail-
able or extra money to hold onto the place, 
as the next six children arrived after me. We 
still visited Aunt Marion’s place frequently 
throughout the years. A pump outside the cot-
tage provided water for the inhabitants. The 
roads, leading in from rural Lake Shore Rd., 

were constructed of stone and sand. We made 
do with the rudimentary conditions there and 
enjoyed the rural splendor of the place on 
many a summer’s eve.     

  Neighbors would build bonfires along the 
beach and families would gather to talk, sing 
songs and tell stories. My dad was the princi-
ple raconteur. He would regale the spellbound 
children with ghost stories featuring the long 
departed, who came back searching for their 
“golden arm” or some such other eerie relic. 
The stories had us all listening to the sounds 
around us later at night, always listening for 
the odd creak or footstep that could spell the 
arrival of the dreaded and unknown specters 
of the night.

 When the rains came, we would sit on the 
screened in porch and watch with fascination, 
as the electrical storms roared up the lake from 

its western shore, headed eastward for Buffa-
lo. It is a magical memory of nature’s majesty 
that I still relive in memory and treasure.

 My aunt’s grandson, Peter Quinn, still 
owns the place. He and several other members 
of our extended family make up a presence on 
the Brant Beach. During one fourth of July, 
many of us gathered there for a small reunion. 
To our amazement, there were several thou-
sand descendants, of other cottage owners, 
who gathered on the beach that night. Wow, 
what a difference forty years makes.

 Just north of there, my Mother’s mother 
had built a small place on Herr Rd, near Point 
Breeze. I visited her but once when a friend 
and I stopped by the “Ramona Villa” looking 
for her. We had a nice visit.

 The main attraction for us was “Lerczak’s,” 
at Angola Beach. It was a storied venue of 

rock and roll, with hot and cold flowing beer. 
That, and the South Shore Inn next door, was 
always jumping. Many is the night that we sat 
inside, trying our best to look older and world-
lier, as we swayed to the music and talked 
with friends. 

As we got a little older, we migrated out 
to Sunset Bay, south of Point Breeze. A large 
colony of South Buffalo expatriates attracted 
many of its sons and daughters there to recre-
ate on the beach, drink trays of beer playing 
odd bar games and generally carousing with 
people our own age. During a few of the sum-
mers, several of our friends rented cottages 
there. You had to stay there, at a cottage or 
on the beach, after drinking a small ocean of 
beer during the day. It was the twilight days 
of our youth, before war, families and careers 
intervened and forced us reluctantly to grow 
up. During one of those summers, my young-
er sister Maureen was hit and killed by a car, 
running across busy route five on a dark night. 
It was a tough loss for us.

 But the memories still remain, of care-
free golden days of youth, spent doing noth-
ing constructive, except lolling on the beach, 
drinking beer and listening to the emerging 
chords of a new era of music and experience. 
None of us could ever even imagine the psy-
chedelic tidal wave of music that was about to 
engulf us. And, Viet Nam would shatter our 
innocence forever.

The Lake
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BIGS
Buffalo Irish 

Genealogical Society

NEXT 3 REGULAR
 MEETINGS

will be in the HDC Conference Room
of the Heritage Discovery Center

100 Lee St
Buffalo, NY 14210

April 21, 2018- Saturday, 10:30-11 AM
17th Annual “Gathering of the Clans”

July 17, 2018 - Tuesday, 6:00 PM
Oct 6, 2018 - Sat @ 10:30 AM

NEXT ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
*January 19, 2019 - Saturday @ 10:30 AM 

will be in the
GAAA Irish Library
Buffalo Irish Center

245 Abbott Rd, Buffalo, NY 14220

VISIT OUR WEB SITE!

http://bigNY.webs.com 
or find us on facebook

GENEALOGY
Family Research

Guidelines to untangling your roots

Donna M. Shine
6350 Scherff Road, Orchard Park NY 14127

(716) 662-1164
dmshine@aol.com

Knights of Equity  
Irishman of the Year 2018

Bill Powers was born and raised in Pearl 
Creek, N.Y. (Wyoming County) Pearl Creek 
was a predominantly Irish community and 
parish founded by Bishop Timon in the early 
1860’s 

(According to Powers, “this is a suburb of 
Heaven”)

Bill graduated from Niagara University, in 
1961 and later served in the US Army, as a 1st 
Lt, in the 3rd ACR in Germany (at the time 
this was the smallest unit in the army).  His 
orders were connected to the need for troops 
in place when Germany started building the 
Berlin Wall.  After the army in 1964, returned 
to a training program at Sears Main St.

Bill’s first visit to Ireland took place in 1962 
when the unemployment in Dublin was 20%.  
At that time, a room with breakfast cost $3.20 
a night!  Lived at the K of C in Buffalo on 
Delaware Ave. for $10 per week. At that time 
the Irish Club (GAAA/Knights of Equity) was 
across the street.

Bill married Sue Glaser in 1966.  Together 
they raised three boys – Michael, Jonathan 
and Patrick.  As the boys were growing up, 
Bill coached little league baseball and soc-
cer. He was also very involved with the Boy 
Scouts. Bill and Sue have been happily mar-
ried for almost 52 years and have five grand-
children.  Bill retired from Allstate Insurance, 
which was at one time owned by Sears.  

Bill has supported the mission of the 
Church in numerous ways…he and his wife 
presently attend both Nativity at Harris Hill 
and the Buffalo Newman Center (Amherst 
campus).  He has worked on Catholic Chari-
ties for periods of time, taught CCD at Nativ-
ity, and has been a member of Nativity Parish 
Council.  Additionally, Bill is active in vari-
ous charitable projects through the Harris Hill 
Men’s Club and has served in the Old Vincent 
DePaul Soup kitchen.  During his time with 
the Newman Center, Bill worked with Ann 
Marie Zon on the Nicaragua Mission project, 
loading shipping containers and picking up 
donations every Tuesday throughout the year.  
He stayed involved with this worthy project 
for 12 years and visited Nicaragua a few years 
ago.  He has twice visited Los Ninos Mission 
in Mexico and ran a fund raiser for an orphan-
age in Tiajuana.  Bill volunteers at Response to 
Love and Viva La Casa and is currently serv-
ing lunch every Tues., at St. Luke’s Mission 
on the East side of Buffalo.   He has served 
as the past president, and current member, of 

the Clarence Lions Club, is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus, Our Lady Of Peace in 
Clarence, NY and the University of Buffalo 
Newman Center Men’s Club.

Approximately 30 years ago, Bill joined the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH) because 
of John Brady and the AOH National Conven-
tion that was coming to Buffalo in the 1980’s. 
He became active in the early 1990’s and has 
been past President and District II Director 
for New York State.   He ran many summer 
picnics and activities for Erie I, the Buffalo 
division. 

Bill also attended the NYS convention ev-
ery odd year and the National convention ev-
ery even year. The National Convention meets 
all around the US.

Bill has traveled to Ireland and marched in 
the Bloody Sunday Parade in Derry.   During 

his trips, Bill has visited the Irish Halls in Bel-
fast, the H Block in the Prison where the IRA 
felons were held prisoner, also several sites in 
the north that had to do with the troubles in 
the 70’s. (According to Bill, “This was a real 
education!”.)

A few years ago, Bill drove a small bus of 
ladies (LAOH) to Quebec for the 150th an-
niversary of the Irish Famine.  It was also 
the 100th anniversary of a huge Celtic cross 
placed on Gros Ile in the St. Lawrence River. 
This small island was a quarantine center for 
the 90,000 Irish that came here in 1847-1848. 
They came in small ships, some holding only 
200 passengers. Many died on the way, and 
many died while quarantined on the Island.  
The reason they came to Canada was because 
if you arrived sick in NYC, you were sent 
back. 

 During this time, Bill received the Com-
modore John Barry Award for helping to raise 
funds for a monument dedicated to him on the 
grounds at Annapolis Naval Academy.  (Barry 
was the first commodore of the Navy and was 
from Wexford, Ireland.)  Bill attended this 
dedication with about 800 other Hibernians. 

Montana had 50,000 Irish who were copper 
miners in 1910, so Bill visited Butte, Montana 
for their Hibernian State Convention.  In addi-
tion, he had the opportunity to visit Anaconda, 
Montana for the 125th anniversary of their 
Division and Benton, Montana for the dedica-
tion of a monument to General John Meagher, 
who was the Governor General there and a 
civil war hero. (He was Irish born and sent to 
prison in Australia, escaped and came to the 
US.)

Recently, Bill was named the recipient of 
the Hibernian of the Year, Erie I, and has regu-
larly marched in their AOH Division in the an-
nual St. Patrick’s Day Parades. The Division 
added to the fun by hiring a concert marching 
band, called Kelly’s Heroes from Caledonia, 
NY.  According to Bill, “They always win first 
prize.”

Beginning in 1992, Bill began working with 
Mike Flynn and others on the Irish Famine 
Memorial Steering Committee.  They initially 
began working on fundraiser for that monu-
ment.  After the monument was dedicated in 
1997, Bill referred to himself as a “gardener”, 
pulling weeds between the stones, etc. The 
Famine Memorial Committee has remained 
the same since 1997.   A few years ago, he 
was voted President of the Famine Memorial 
Committee because, according to Powers, he 
was “late for a meeting”.  Shortly after that, 
the treasurer resigned and he also became the 
treasurer.  Recently Sheila Barrett took over 
the presidency of that organization.  Marga-
ret McGrath has run the Famine Mass at the 
waterfront for many years, and Bill has volun-
teered and helped with this effort.

Update:
Powers was named Irishman of the Year by 

the Amherst Gaelic League and was given a 
lifetime membership to the AOH, this year.

When interviewed, Powers stated, “I feel 
so honored to get this award.  I am so proud 
of the Irish Heritage that we have all helped 

to promote in WNY.”

BUFFALOIRISHTIMES
TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT EDITION OF THE:

CALL THE BUFFALO IRISH CENTER AT 825-9535
OR EMAIL: BUFFALOIRISHTIMES@GMAIL.COM
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“…the magical journey to find my Irish 
ancestral grounds became the inspiration for 

IRELAND SPEAKS: 
Poems From My Soul.” 

Written, illustrated and published 
by Donna M. Shine

 

 

 

$13.00 ($10 PLUS $3 POSTAGE) TO:
Donna M. Shine
6350 Scherff Rd

Orchard Park, NY 14127
(716) 662-1164

Email: Dmshine@aol.com 

By Neill Farrell

On December 13th the South Buffalo Fresh 
Air Music Club kicked off the Christmas sea-
son with

an old fashioned sing-along at Adolf’s Old 
First Ward Tavern.  The standing room only 
crowd was treated to the Christmas classics 
along with a guest appearance by Laura Law-
less collaborating with Dr. Barry Fitzgerald on 

the Talking Head’s “Life During Wartime”.
Four days later, Monsignor McCarthy and 

the St. Teresa’s Choirboy alumna held their 
14th annual get together at the Blackthorn 
restaurant.  Monsignor McCarthy sounded as 
good as ever and was joined by over ten mem-
bers of the original St. Teresa’s Boys Choir 
(circa 1966) including Willie Schoellkopf, 
Chris Clark, Jack O’Brien and Patrick Lewis.

South Buffalo Fresh Air Music 
Club  & St. Teresa’s Choirboys 

Kick Off Christmas Season

There appears to be a difference between 
the two drinks but what is that difference? 

You can decide.
 On April 28th, from 6:00-8:00 pm, the 

School of Irish Language and Culture along 
with the Buffalo Irish Center will host a Porter 
and Stout Tasting.

Focus will be on dark ales, porters and 
stouts crafted by the brewers of the Buffalo-
Niagara region. The event will be held in the 
Emerald room.

A Porter and Ale  
Tasting Experience

Thomas H. McCarthy has been selected 
to serve as Honorary Chairman of the An-
nual Civic Luncheon to benefit the Buffalo 
Irish Center.  Tom was born and raised in 
South Buffalo. He graduated from St. Thomas 
Aquinas (1948), Timon high school (1952), 
Canisius College (1956) and Simmons school 
of mortuary science (1957).  He founded 
Thomas H. McCarthy funeral home in 1957 
and retired from the Buffalo fire department as 
a Lieutenant after 37 years of service.

 Tom and Mary Ellen (Evans) have been 
married for 63 years and raised six children 
together; Thomas Jr., Ellen, Linda, John, Mary 
Karen and Molly. They have 12 grandchildren 
and two great grandchildren in addition.  

Tom is an active member of the Knights of 
Columbus, Ancient order of Hibernians, Hil-
lery foundation, Knights of Equity and past 
president of the Blackthorn club. 

Tom’s participation in the Civic Luncheon 
goes back many years.

His contributions to and support of Irish 
music, dance and culture combined with his 

Honorary Chairman  
of the Buffalo Irish 

Center Civic Luncheon

strong civic responsibility has made him an
excellent choice for this honor.

Some years ago, I dabbled,
   And wrote my family tree;
And knowing what I knew,
   I had to start with me.

My birth record did reaffirm,
   The parents I did know;

And, one by one, my family tree,
   Well, it began to grow.

With documents, I labored,
   Making sure I had them right;
Then ANCESTEY.com appeared,

   It seemed like, overnight!

I entered all my data
   As I once had done before;

Then green leaf after green leaf waved,
   Like, begging me for more!

So, cautiously, I opened up,
   One little waving leaf

That said it had my family,
   I was so in disbelief!

Someone had used MY photograph,
   Attached it to their tree;

Without as much acknowledgement,
   That it really came from me!

And then I searched his branches,
   To find the reason he did so;

When looking at connections made,
   I started to scream, “NO!”

Not only was he incorrect,
   On one honest mistake;

But a person born, two counties...far?,
   Was more than I could take!

A furor rose inside me,
   At this poor misguided soul;

Who clicked on every waving leaf
   Including things he “stole”!

That’s fine for him but, yet to me,
   The evidence was clear;

For those much less experienced,
   They copied HIS, Oh, Dear!

Mistake begot mistake, begot mistake,
   Begot mistake;

This family tree in cyber-space,
   Became a monumental fake!

A contact message sent to him,
   Of course, got no reply;

Commercials sound so easy, 
   “Just CLICK a leaf and try!”

So, floating ‘round in cyber-space,
   Are errors, multiplied;

By millions of eager people who
   Thought they really tried.

If you can’t verify the link,
   Those waving leaves suggest;

IGNORE them until you have proof,
  And put them all to rest!

“Like feathers in the wind!” I cry,
   So hard to gather all;

But I’ll correct one at a time,
   No matter, big or small!

The “FEATHERS  
IN THE WIND” Vow!

By: Donna M Shine
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IRISH CULTURE 
& FOLK ART

ASSOCIATION OF BUFFALO, NY INC.

SPONSOR OF 
THE ANNUAL 

BUFFALO FEIS

All interested in our 
Irish Heritage are welcome. 

MEETINGS:
2nd Wednesday at 7:00pm 
at the Buffalo Irish Center

For Information, Call
 Charlie McSwain at 716-677-4497

www.buffalofeis.org

By Diane Blaser

I was exhausted and nauseous from not 
sleeping since the morning the day before, 
having spent so long traveling and not liking 
the food on the plane. I walked by the res-
taurant cooking bangers and felt even more 
nauseous.  It was raining heavily and as soon 
as I got on the shuttle bus to the hotel, I was 
glad I had a plastic bag that did not have a 
hole in it. I felt better after I used the bag. The 
shuttle bus windows were fogged up and with 
the heavy rain, it was almost impossible to 
view the scenery on the way to our hotel in 
Ennistymon.

We stayed at the Falls Hotel and Spa, a for-
mer mansion and castle. We were met with 
a large staircase at the entrance. We brought 
our suitcases up the stairs and checked in. We 
were going to be staying in an apartment at 
the back of the hotel and brought our suitcases 
down the large staircase in the front of the 
hotel, walked around the building in the rain 
and up the large staircase to the apartments. 
We found out later that there was an eleva-
tor at the back of the main hotel, but not one 
to the apartments. The apartments had two 
floors with two bedrooms that could sleep 
seven on the upper floor. Each bedroom had 
an ensuite bathroom with one bedroom even 
having a crib available. The lower level had 

a foyer with a bathroom that held a combina-
tion washer/dryer. A separate door led to the 
living area consisting of a table for eating, 
kitchen with appliances, dishware and uten-
sils, couch, two comfortable chairs, coffee 
table, and a television with a DVR. A high-
chair was also in the apartment. My Uncle Bo, 
his daughter, Shannon and grandson Jay were 
in one apartment. Aunt Teresa, Uncle John 
and their children Jill and Jennifer along with 
Jennifer’s husband Paul and children Jack and 
Rory were in another apartment. My cousin 
John and his wife Rhonda were in a room in 
the hotel itself. We unpacked our suitcases 
and found out which apartments and room our 
other immediate family members were in and 
joined the family in Aunt Teresa’s apartment. 

The phone rang in Aunt Teresa’s apartment 
and it was for me. My father’s first cousin, on 
his mother’s side (Devitt) of the family, Mary 
Devitt McLoughlin, who I had met when she 
came to Buffalo in 2008, was on the line. She 
was in the lobby of the hotel and I went to 
meet her. It was still heavily raining, so I put 
on my newly acquired rain boots, purchased 
just for the trip to Ireland. Mary had tried to 
ring my apartment and when there was no 
answer, remembered my aunt’s married last 
name and asked the hotel to ring that apart-
ment hoping I would be there. Mary revealed 
that she brought her ninety two year old moth-

er to the hotel to meet with us and she was 
waiting in the car. I ran back to the apartments 
and notified my relatives that Aunt Nonie De-
vitt was there and we went to the lobby where 
most of us met Aunt Nonie for the first time. 
Nonie is my grandmother, Mary Devitt Mc-
Grath’s sister-in-law. She and Mary were in a 
photograph Dorothea Lange took in 1954 that 
appears in the book Dorothea Lange’s Ireland. 
They were in the background of a photo of 
my great grandmother Mary Mahony Devitt 
that I have previously written about. We had 
a lovely visit. Mary gave me a framed outline 
of County Clare against a background of “It’s 
a Long Way from Clare to Here”. She also 
gave magnets in the shape of County Clare to 
my Uncle Bo, Aunt Teresa and cousin Marie 
for her mother, Ann. Bo, Teresa and Ann are 
Mary’s first cousins, siblings of my late father.

We had dinner in the bar at the hotel over-
looking the Cascades of the river Inagh. Bo, 
Shannon and Jay ate before we did. Since 
there were fourteen of us remaining to eat, we 
pushed a number of tables together to form 
two large tables. The wait staff did not assist 
us in moving the tables and chairs and did not 
approach us to get our drink order or give us 
menus. We had to go to the bar to get drinks. 
Finally after a long wait, we got menus our-
selves and then had an extremely long wait for 
our food orders to be taken. Water was pro-

vided for the table. I found the water had an 
unusual taste. We requested separate checks 
for individuals and families. While we were 
waiting for our food, three of my father’s first 
cousins on his father’s McGrath side of the 
family came to the hotel to see us – PJ and 
John Devereux  and their sister Kathleen De-
vereux Kearney. Our food soon arrived and 
PJ, John and Kathleen went to the lobby to 
wait for us while we ate. They were joined by 
Bo, Shannon and Jay. When we finished eat-
ing, we waited and waited for our bills for the 
meals. When the bills finally came, all meals 
were on one bill for each of the two tables. 
We had to go tell the bartender what we had 
ordered so that we could pay separately. I had 
gotten chicken wings that came with a salad, 
however the bartender charged me for an ad-
ditional salad that was ordered by someone 
else at the table. I argued with him about it, 
but finally paid it as my cousins were waiting 
for us. 

We adjoined to the lobby where we had a 
wonderful visit with our cousins. I had brought 
my descendants lists for all the branches of 
my family from County Clare and we went 
over our common branches with my cousins 
giving me additional information that I did not 
have. Kathleen invited all seventeen of us to 
her home in Inagh the following Sunday for 
an Irish breakfast. 

Coming Home to Clare, part 2

by Donna M Shine

Two days away from St. Patrick’s Day 
2017, the idea of an adopted 4th cousin DNA 
match to me, who didn’t have a clue who her 
real family was and had a large percentage 
of her DNA as Irish, possibly rested within 
my ability to “tie the knot”, as it were. I felt 
very certain it had to be my MULCAHEY/
MULCAHY line in the Salt Lake City are, 
somehow!

REVISIT OLD INFO, now two and one-
half years later…

As I re-read this message from December 
of 2014, it now being March of 2017, some-
thing DID “click”!

 
“SueTucker34

Dec 26, 2014
     Hello, I am writing on behalf of my 

sister-in-law Jody Lin Littlefield. You match 
as a 4th cousin to her through DNA. Jody 
was born on May 5, 1953 in LDS Hospital. 

She was adopted by Zenol Orson Littlefield 
and Roma Heaton. The adoption records are 
locked for 100 years so she has been unable 
to find out anything about her birth parents. 
     It was told that they her adopted mother 
and birth mother went to the same doctor 
and this was a private adoption. She was 
told she has older siblings and the mother 
once lived in Bountiful. The name that was 
provided on the adoption document was 
Dorothy Margaret Lowry but that may not 
have been her real name. 

     If you have any informa-
tion, we’d love to hear from you. 
Thanks, Sue”

BOUNTIFUL and Dorothy Margaret just 
rang a loud bell but still, the name LOW-
REY was not in my family tree!

I had to go back into my family tree to 
the “List of all People” and query M to get 
to the pages with the MULCAHEY families 
in the Salt Lake City area. This list is great 

when scanning through to see whose birth 
and death dates you have or do not have.

For my MULCAHEYs, I had family in 
Salt Lake City and Park City, but no Bounti-
ful...strike 1!

No Dorothy Margaret MULCAHEY ei-
ther...strike 2!

I felt certain and started scrolling up the 
M surnames for anyone linked to Bountiful, 
Utah. I was determined to scroll my entire 
database of surnames to help Jody Lin find 
our link and ultimately, her unknown family.

I had scrolled backward only one page 
and found an entry of an unfamiliar man by 
the name of Burrel Armburst MECHLING 
who died in Bountiful, Davis County, Utah. 
Hmm…who was he? The time period would 
have been when my MULCAHEYs were in 
SLC. I had to click on his name to see his 
profile and where he fit in my family tree.

His profile showed nothing familiar. I 

clicked on a few family members…still to 
no avail. There HAD to be some connec-
tion, so I then clicked on the icon to “View 
in Tree”   This pedigree view did not provide 
a clue. So, I changed the “View in Tree” to 
the descendant version by clicking the alter-

nate icon:   
That did it…a connection to my MULCA-

HEYs! Apparently, Burrell was the eldest 
brother of Laura MECHLING who was 
the second wife of Daniel V. MULCAHEY 
b. 1897 d. 1973. Now I was getting some-
where; I knew it had to be this family!  Dan-
iel had only one daughter, Ann, most likely 
named after his sister Annie. I immediately 
checked Anna’s profile but found her mar-
ried to a Henry HOLZ….but…her daughter 
was named Dorothy Margaret! The surname 
was a little disheartening, but I couldn’t give 
up for Jody’s sake! I felt I was SO close! 

The Importance of Lateral Research: 
 Part-4 Determination!
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By: Donna M Shine, Buffalo Irish 
Genealogical Society Vice President/ 

Co-founder

Many of you are now getting into the 
“cool” thing to do, that is, having your 
DNA tested. I can’t 

stress enough, that, if you are going to 
get tested, what are your goals?
·	 To find out what ethnicities you  
 are made up of?
·	 To find missing family members?
·	 To connect with family members  
 around the world?

Whatever your reason, do the right thing 
and, when you activate your account, make 
sure that you have a family tree with dates 
and places of at least your grandparents, 
and ATTACH YOURSELF to that tree! 
You do have the right to keep your tree 
PRIVATE, PRIVATE but let ONLY DNA 
matches view your tree, or just make it 
PUBLIC so everybody can see your tree.

Now you are entering the wonderful 
cyber-world, where everything is taken at 
face value!

OK. Now you get your results back and 
find out “what” you are made of AND you 
also find people who match to you but do 
not know how. It could be that they, or you, 
failed to list a particular branch of your 
respective trees. This takes a lot of hard 
work and diligence to analyze where your 
possibilities exist. 

So, now you go into your family tree 
and start clicking on those little green 
leaves to find possibilities for connections. 
PLEASE NOTE: Those leaves are only 
SUGGESTIONS! Many of them totally 
miss the mark and it is up to YOU to 
KNOW or SEEK the TRUTH.

YES, there are many spelling 
inconsistencies in names! YES, there are 
great pictures people post to their trees that 
you may think are your family! YES, there 
are family trees that may include your 
actual family embers! So, what do you do?

FACT: All enumerators were not created 
with the same level of intelligence or 
diligence!

FACT: Many time, names are spelled 
according to how they hear or think 
it should be spelled, especially if the 
family member that they interviewed was 
illiterate.

FACT: Translators may or may not have 
understood the script handwriting.

So, you take all spellings under 
consideration. If in the census records, at 

the same house in say, 1920 and 1940, your 
family of COLLINS lives as a particular 
address, and you can’t find them in the 
1930 census…why?...because it could be 
spelled a number of different ways such 
as COLINS, CAWLINS, CULLENS, 
GOLLINS. Same family members, same 
address: chances are that it is the same 
exact family! Should you attach the record 
to your family members? Probably, yes, 
but you better be sure NOT to click the 
incorrect spelling when offered to merge 
them.

OK, now you find your person in 
several church records. Do you attach 
all of them? ABSOLUTELY NOT! Just 
because you found the same name, both 
given and surname, does not mean ALL 
of them are your person! Actual case in 
point: Patrick Shine could not be born in 
both Kanturk, Co. Cork AND somewhere 
in Athlone, Co. Roscommon on different 
dates, with different parents AND belong 
to MY picture of the old SHINE HOUSE 
in Lamanagh South, Co. Cork where our 
SHINE family comes from! Somebody had 
actually clicked on the photo I personally 
took of my husband, James Shine IN THE 
PICTURE! Can you believe it?!

PLEASE, be aware of what you are 
doing! Other people subsequently, 
attached those branches to their family 
tree and started a snowball of TOTAL 
MISINFORMATION! Always! Always! 
Always!...Start with yourself and work 
backwards with what you know as fact! 
Back it up with your own primary source 
documentation, scan it, attach it to your 
person, and work from there!

Remember, YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE 
for what you make public! If you have 
made errors, and that happens quite 
frequently even to those of us with more 
experience, learn how to correct them. 
Don’t leave them out there in the cyber-
world for others to copy and perpetuate 
incorrect information! If you need help, 
send me an email to dmshine@aol.
com stating your problem with your 
ANCESTRY.com tree. I will try to catch 
those feathers in the wind and right the 
wrongs. 

I am hoping to make this a regular 
column to help enlighten others on how 
to correct some of the problems created 
within ANCESTRY.com. The next issue 
I will try to address will be how to merge 
duplicate people. I would like your 
feedback!

ANCESTRY.com  
Advice Column:  

Research Responsibly!
By Donna M Shine

   The Buffalo Irish Genealogical Society 
held their Annual Organizational Meeting, 
Saturday, January 20, 2018 in the GAAA 
Irish Library of the Buffalo Irish Center, 245 
Abbott Rd, Buffalo. Installation of the 2018 
BIGS Board took place changing Diane Bla-
ser from Vice-President to BIGS new Trea-
surer and Donna M Shine taking over from 
Treasurer to BIGS Vice-President. Ed Patton 
remains as BIGS President and Margaret Fa-
binsky remains as BIGS Secretary. After the 
Organizational Meeting, BIGS held its regular 
business meeting before adjourning for lunch 
then resuming the research portion at the Heri-

tage Discover Center, 100 Lee St. 
   BIGS Meetings are always open to the 

public for anyone wishing to receive help with 
their genealogy. Many people are taking all 
kinds of DNA tests with different companies 
and don’t know how to build a family tree or 
what to do next with their results…We CAN 
Help! 

   There are dates and times listed for BIGS 
meetings and genealogical assistance in all is-
sues of the BUFFALO IRISH TIMES news-
paper and in the take-home flyers that are 
available in the outside hallway rack in the 
Buffalo Irish Center. They are also available 
on both floors of the Heritage Discovery Cen-
ter. Don’t be shy, we are here for you!

BIGS Holds  
Organizational  
Meeting at BIC

2018 Jan BIGS Pat Pike and Jim Shine in HDC Rare Room

2018 Jan BIGS John Blest researching at HDC

2018 Jan BIGS Maureen Supon researching at HDC
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Temple Beth Zion and St. Joseph’s 
Rectory and Cathedral are Explore 
Buffalo’s featured Spotlight Tours 
for February. Enjoy the beauty of 
these spectacular houses of worship 
while hearing their history and sto-
ries. Reservations are required for 
Spotlight Tours, as space is limited.

For all other walking tours, ad-
vance reservations are encouraged 
but not required. All credit card pay-
ments must be made in advance. Ad-
vance reservations with a credit card 
can be made online until the tour 
starting time. Cash or checks are ac-
cepted at the start of the tour. If you 
make an advance reservation, please 
print your confirmation email or be 
prepared to show it on your phone. 
Most tours are between 90 minutes 
and two hours in length. Please wear 
comfortable walking shoes and dress 
for the weather!

Winter weather cancellation poli-
cy: Tours will be cancelled if there is 
a Travel Advisory in place in the City 
of Buffalo. A notification will be sent 
out to any pre-registered guests at 
least one hour in advance of any can-
cellation. In the event of a cancella-
tion, a transfer to a different tour date 
or a refund will be provided. 

FEBRUARY SPOTLIGHT 
TOUR: TEMPLE BETH ZION 

Feb. 10 • 2 p.m. 
Meet: Temple Beth Zion, 805 Dela-
ware Ave., Buffalo. Parking is avail-
able in Temple Beth Zion’s parking 

lot, entered from Barker Street.
Cost: General $25, Explorer Pass 

$20
The Temple Beth Zion congrega-

tion was founded in 1850, and for 
many years had its home on Dela-
ware Avenue next to the Twentieth 
Century Club. Following a devas-
tating fire in 1961, the congregation 
moved to a new home a few blocks 
away on Delaware Avenue, which 
opened in 1966. The new temple 
was designed by prominent archi-
tect Max Abramowitz of Harrison & 
Abramowitz, who planned both the 
United Nations Headquarters and 
Lincoln Center for the Performing 
Arts in New York City.

Temple Beth Zion is one of the 
most striking houses of worship in 
Buffalo, with a highly symbolic de-
sign that also makes use of unique 
stained glass. On this tour, discover 
the symbolism of Temple Beth Zi-
on’s design, and admire the stained 
glass that will be seen in all its glory 
during the daytime. Also included 
on this tour will be the Cofeld Ju-
daic Museum, which documents the 
history of the Jewish community in 
Western New York. Space on this 
tour is limited, and reservations are 
required. This tour will be approxi-
mately two hours in length. Interior 
photography is allowed.

 
FEBRUARY SPOTLIGHT 

TOUR: ST. JOE’S RECTORY & 
CATHEDRAL 

Feb. 21 • 6 & 7:30 p.m. 
Meet: Meet at the Franklin Street 

entrance of the rectory, adjacent to 
the Cathedral at 50 Franklin St., 

Buffalo. Street parking is available 
downtown on surrounding streets 

and is free after 5 p.m. in downtown 
Buffalo. 

Cost: General $25, Explorer Pass 
$20

Arriving in Buffalo in 1847 as the 
first bishop of the Catholic Diocese 
of Buffalo, Bishop John Timon was 
instrumental in establishing many 
of the Roman Catholic institutions 
that continue to serve Western New 
York. Bishop Timon was responsible 
for the planning and construction of 
St. Joseph’s Cathedral, completed in 
1855. The Cathedral was designed 
by Patrick Keely and is an excellent 
example of Gothic Revival style.

On this intimate after-hours tour 
of the historic Cathedral complex, 
Father Chuck Slisz, St. Joseph’s 
rector, will guide the group through 
both the Cathedral and the adjoining 
rectory. The rectory is rarely open to 
the public, and inside the rectory you 
will see the original cathedra (bish-
ops’ chair) used by Bishop Timon, 
a portrait gallery of all of Buffalo’s 
bishops and more. This unique op-
portunity to tour inside the Cathedral 
and rectory is not to be missed! Space 
on this tour is limited, and reserva-
tions are required. This tour will be 
approximately 90 minutes in length. 
Interior photography is allowed

INSIDE DOWNTOWN – 
SOUTH 

Feb. 1, 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22, 24 
• 10:30 a.m. 

Meet: Buffalo Harbor Museum at 66 
Erie St., near the corner of Franklin 

and Swan streets (Erie Street has 
been converted into a park). Street 

parking in downtown Buffalo is free 
on weekends. Private paid parking 
lots do require payment on week-
ends. The nearest Metro Rail stop 

is the Swan Street station, approxi-
mately two blocks away. 

Cost: General $15, Student $5, 
Explorer Pass Free

Join Explore Buffalo for a win-
ter tour of downtown landmarks, 
focusing on interior spaces to stay 
warm! This tour covers a variety of 
architectural styles and successful 
adaptive reuses of buildings in the 
southern part of downtown Buffalo. 
Buildings featured on this tour in-
clude St. Joseph’s and St. Paul’s Ca-
thedrals, the Ellicott Square Building 
and Old Post Office. There are short 
outdoor walks to get from building 
to building, with the tour designed 
to allow tour takers to spend most of 
the time indoors.

INSIDE DOWNTOWN – 
NORTH 

Feb. 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 21, 23, 28 
• 10:30 a.m.

Meet: Spot Coffee at 227 Dela-
ware Ave., at the corner of Chip-
pewa Street. Two-hour metered 
parking is available on Delaware 
Avenue and other nearby streets, 
or private parking lots are avail-
able – the closest is on Delaware 
Avenue next to Spot Coffee. The 
nearest MetroRail station, Foun-
tain Plaza, is three blocks away. 
Cost: General $15, Student $5, Ex-
plorer Pass Free

Join Explore Buffalo for a winter 
tour of downtown landmarks, focus-
ing on interior spaces to stay warm! 
This tour covers a variety of architec-
tural styles and successful adaptive 
reuses of buildings in the northern 
part of downtown Buffalo. Build-
ings featured on this tour include 
Goldome Bank, Market Arcade and 
the Electric Tower. There are short 
outdoor walks to get from building 
to building, with the tour designed 
to allow tour takers to spend most of 
the time indoors. 

INSIDE GOLDOME 
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23 • 12 p.m.

 
Meet: This tour meets inside Gold-
ome Bank, now M&T Fountain 
Plaza Branch, at One Fountain 
Plaza, Buffalo. Street parking is 
available on nearby streets, and 
the Metro Rail Fountain Plaza sta-
tion is directly outside the building. 
Cost: General: $10, Student: $5, Ex-
plorer Pass Free

Goldome Bank is one of Buffalo’s 
most recognizable landmarks, with 
its gold-leafed dome glistening in the 
sun. Built in 1901 as Buffalo Savings 
Bank, today the building is a branch 
of M&T Bank. From the Steps to 

Success at the entrance to the top of 
the golden finial on the dome, this 
building was designed to convey an 
impression of prosperity and stabil-
ity. Join us for an interior tour of 
this iconic downtown building, and 
discover the incredible architectural 
detail found throughout the interior. 

This tour is 45 minutes to one 
hour in length. Please wear com-
fortable walking shoes and dress for 
the weather! Most of this tour is in-
doors, but a brief portion of the tour 
is outside. Cameras are encouraged! 
Please note there are photography 
restrictions in certain sections of this 
tour.

LOOKING UP: DOWNTOWN 
CEILINGS & SKYLIGHTS 

Feb. 2, 16 • 1 p.m.
Meet: Western New York Book 

Arts Center, 468 Washington St., 
Buffalo, corner of Washington and 
Mohawk streets. Two-hour parking 
is available on surrounding streets, 
and the Mohawk Parking Ramp is on 
the opposite corner. The Lafayette 
Square Station of the Metro Rail is 
around the corner on Main Street. 
Cost: General $15, Student $5, Ex-
plorer Pass Free

Come ready to look up on this 
downtown walking tour! This tour 
will reveal the ornate ceilings and 
skylights found in many buildings 
throughout downtown Buffalo. 
While many people walk underneath 
them on a daily basis, the ceilings of 
many of Buffalo’s buildings are often 
their least-noticed feature. Join us on 
this tour to discover these beautiful 
works of art, many of which are hid-
ing in plain sight!

INSIDE ST. MARY’S 
SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF 

Feb. 7 • 6 p.m.
Meet: This tour meets at St. 

Mary’s School for the Deaf at 2253 
Main St., Buffalo. Enter the drive-
way from Main Street to use the 
parking lot which is behind the 
buildings; the main entrance faces 
the parking lot and is up a flight 
of stairs to the right of the bridge 
that the driveway goes underneath. 
Cost: General $15, Student $5, Ex-
plorer Pass $10

St. Mary’s School for the Deaf, 
established in Buffalo in 1853 as the 
first academic school for the deaf in 
the country, was relocated from Ed-
ward Street to its current location on 
Main Street in 1898. This two-hour 
walking tour highlights the beautiful 
architecture of this historic building 
and offers fascinating information 
about the history and culture of deaf 
people in the Buffalo area. The tour 
also offers a glimpse into the current 
world of educating deaf and hard of 
hearing students in the 21st century.

Highlights of the tour include 
original woodwork from 1898, 
stained glass windows in the former 
chapel, the school’s cherished mu-
seum which houses a wealth of arti-
facts and photographs from through-
out the decades at St. Mary’s, and a 
brief meet and greet with a few of the 
school’s residential students, which 
comprise approximately 30 percent 
of the current school population. Join 
us for a one-of-a-kind tour in one of 
Buffalo’s iconic buildings!

This tour is approximately two 
hours in length. The tour is indoors 
(in good weather, a small amount of 
the tour may be outside). This tour 
is approximately two miles of indoor 
walking within the building. Stairs 
are typically used, but elevators are 
available if needed. Tour admission 
fees are shared with the school to 
support their museum and archives.

SPEAKER SERIES  
SESSION 2 

Feb. 8 • 7 p.m.

Meet: First Presbyterian Church, 
One Symphony Circle, Buffalo. 
Parking is available in the church 
parking lot and on side streets. 
Cost: General $10, Explore Pass Free

Adaptive Reuse & Buffalo
Buffalo is in the midst of a renais-

sance, and everywhere you look our 
historic buildings are being repur-
posed into loft apartments, retail 
complexes, shopping centers and 
more. Join us for this talk that will 
take an in-depth look at the concept 
of adaptive reuse and the way it’s 
being employed to reinvigorate Buf-
falo’s economy.

Re-Imagining Transportation
From water vessels and horses to 

railroads and streetcars to roads and 
expressways, Buffalo’s changing 
passenger transportation system has 
shaped the city’s form and economic 
function over the past two centuries. 
Today, as market demand shifts back 
to city centers and groundbreaking 
technology advances, we anticipate 
profound transformations in public 
transportation and the auto industry 
over the next 30 years. Ride-hailing 
services like Uber and Lyft are the 
newest addition to the growing menu 
of transportation options in WNY, 
along with bike share, car share, car-
pooling, bus, rail, private shuttles, 
and improved facilities for walking 
and biking. We’ll discuss the basics 
of how these services work, and 
how evolving transportation options 
could improve mobility and access 
across our diverse region.

EXPLORERS STORY HOUR 
Feb. 10 • 10 a.m.

Meet: Explore Buffalo Learn-
ing Center inside First Presbyterian 
Church of Buffalo at One Symphony 
Circle, Buffalo. Parking is avail-
able in the church parking lot ac-
cessible from Pennsylvania Street. 
Cost: Child admission free, adult ad-
mission $5, Explorer Pass Free

Bring your little ones and join us 
for a fun-packed Explorers Story 
Hour! We’ll read a book about archi-
tecture, engineering or local history, 
followed by a STEAM-based craft 
activity (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Art and Math). Youngsters 
are encouraged (but not required) 
to bring their favorite explorer pal 
along with them, whether it’s an 
American Girl doll, a stuffed animal 
or an action figure. This program is 
intended for children ages 4 to 8. 
Parents are required to stay with their 
children for this program.

CITY OF LIGHT BUS TOUR 
Feb. 10, 24 • 1 p.m.

Meet: Buffalo Seminary at 205 
Bidwell Parkway. Ample street 
parking for this tour is available 
along both sides of Bidwell Parkway. 
Cost: General $40, Explorer Pass 
$35

At the end of the 19th century, 
Buffalo was a major American city 
in the forefront of technological 
progress. It was a busy inland port 
and a railroad hub with heavy indus-
try and state-of-the-art electricity, all 
of which brought great wealth to the 
city. These economic and techno-
logical developments culminated in 
1901 when Buffalo hosted a spec-
tacular world’s fair: the Pan-Ameri-
can Exposition. Experience Buffalo 
through the eyes of the narrator of 
Lauren Belfer’s historical novel, 
City of Light, which is set in Buffalo 
at the dawn of the 20th century.

ART OF THE SUBWAY 
Feb. 18 • 10 a.m.

Meet: University Metro Rail 
Station on the University at Buf-
falo’s South Campus. Plentiful 
free parking is available adja-
cent to the University Station in 

the Park-and-Ride parking lot. 
Cost: General $15, Student $5, Ex-
plorer Pass Free

Buffalo’s Metro Rail system is 
an oft-overlooked treasure trove of 
modern art! Each station features 
unique artwork by a wide variety 
of artists, which will be seen on this 
tour as you travel from one end of the 
Metro Rail system to the other, get-
ting off at each station along the way.

Metro Rail fare is not included in 
the tour price and must be purchased 
separately. This tour is approximate-
ly three hours in length and will end 
in downtown Buffalo, where you 
may either board an outbound train 
to return to University Station or stay 
for lunch before returning. 

SPEAKER SERIES  
SESSION 3

Feb. 22 • 7 p.m.
Meet: First Presbyterian Church, 

One Symphony Circle, Buffalo. 
Parking is available in the church 
parking lot and on side streets. 
Cost: General $10, Explorer Pass 
Free

German Immigrants in Buf-
falo & Western New York 
Buffalo’s history is a story of im-
migrants. Among the first immi-
grants were people from the German 
“states.” In fact, individuals of Ger-
man heritage comprise the largest 
immigrant group to settle in the Unit-
ed States as a whole. The nation of 
Germany as we know it was not es-
tablished until the completion of the 
Franco-Prussian War around 1870. 
The talk covers early immigration 
prior to this period through the early 
part of the 20th century. It will also 
include information about the speak-
er’s family that came from what is 
now the Alsace region of France.

Polish & Italian Immigrants 
in Buffalo & Western New York 
Polish and Italian immigrants to 
this region make up a large part of 
the fabric of the history of Buffalo. 
In this talk, the speaker will trace 
the immigration and settlement of 
these two ethnic groups in Buffalo 
through the lens of her own family, 
who came to this region in the early 
1900s. Learn about how immigrants 
made their way to Buffalo, what the 
living and working conditions would 
have been like for them, and the im-
pact they had on the Queen City.

INSIDE TRI-MAIN 
Feb. 23 • 2 p.m.

Meet: Tri-Main Center, 2495 
Main St., Buffalo. Please note 
the main entrance to the building 
lobby is on Halbert Street, adja-
cent to the building’s parking lots. 
Cost: General $15, Student $5, Ex-
plorer Pass Free

Join us for a tour inside one of 
Buffalo’s most historic industrial 
buildings! The Tri-Main Center’s 
history encompasses four different 
eras, beginning with Ford in 1915 
and continuing through Bell Air-
craft and Trico to the present day as 
a mixed-use facility housing over 
100 different companies over six 
floors and 575,000 square feet. This 
tour will highlight the past, present 
and future of this massive building. 
As we wind our way through the 
Tri-Main Center, you’ll learn about 
the building’s history and see some 
of the current tenants. The tour will 
end at the Buffalo Arts Studio, which 
you are welcome to explore on your 
own as part of their free Fourth Fri-
day event.

For more information and to pur-
chase tickets, please visit explore-
buffalo.org or call (716) 245-3032.

Explore Buffalo announces February tours
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Timon’s Gavin Farrell (Orchard Park) re-
cently signed a National Letter of Intent to 
play lacrosse at Mercyhurst University.

A 6-1, 175 pound three-year letter winner 
for the Tigers, Gavin earned 2nd Team All-
Catholic honors during his junior season, 
during which he collected 41 ground balls 
and forced 19 turnovers.

Timon’s Head Lacrosse coach, Brian Mc-
Nulty commented, “Gavin is an excellent 
example of how hard work combined with 
a willingness to adapt can lead to success. 
His first two years at Timon, Gavin was a 
midfielder who primarily played offense. 
The summer after his sophomore year he 

switched positions to defense. Changing 
positions can be a daunting task, but Gavin 
quickly established himself as one of the bet-
ter defensemen in the league. He has a ter-
rific combination of stick skills, intelligence 
and foot speed. He’s also a true student-ath-
lete, evidenced by his rank towards the top 
of his graduating class. I believe Gavin has 
a bright future ahead of himself playing at 
Mercyhurst, a top-10 Division II program”.

        Farrell, son of Brendan and Stacie 
Farrell, joins Tigers teammate Christian 
Watts, who earlier signed a National Letter 
of Intent to play lacrosse at Division I Siena 
College.

Timon’s Gavin Farrell Signs 
Letter of Intent to 

Play Lacrosse at Mercyhurst

By Tim Bohen

This year marks the 125th anniversary of 
the death of Buffalo’s first famous Irish per-
former, Kittie O’Neil.  At her death, the New 
York Times declared her the best female jig 
dancer in the world.  Recently, I met up with 
one of O’Neil’s fans, Brian Nelson.  Nelson 
started research on Kittie O’Neil about five 
years ago.  He was both interested in this fa-
mous performer from Buffalo, and troubled 
by a story that had been published about her in 
a few local books.   The lore was that on July 
4, 1881, O’Neil, propped up on a twelve-inch 
pedestal in a Buffalo Canal District saloon, 
performed a scintillating one-hour strip tease.  
Nelson thought this was highly improbable 
due to the fact that she was already rich and 
famous.

Nelson enlisted his wife Carol and their 
friend Dottie Kruczynski in an effort to find 
out the truth about this Irish-American danc-
ing star.  A few weeks ago at Waterfront 
Memories and More Museum, Nelson shared 
with me the fruits of their research. In a neatly 
organized, three-ring binder, they cataloged 
birth certificates, death certificates, family 
trees, and newspaper articles about O’Neil 
and her family.  They uncovered interesting 
details about this forgotten Buffalo star. But, 
they didn’t find a definitive answer to the al-
leged striptease performance.

Kittie O’Neil (sometimes spelled Kitty) 
was born in 1855 in the heart of Buffalo’s Ca-
nal District to William and Elizabeth (McKer-
nan) O’Neil.  Kittie’s mother was a native of 
Ireland, and her father, a machinist and saloon 
owner, was born in New York City to Irish 
immigrants.  They say great people come in 
pairs. Only three years after Kittie O’Neil’s 
birth, in the same Canal District, another Irish 
star was born: the world-famous singer and 
actor Chauncey Olcott. 

O’Neil was a dancing prodigy, perform-
ing publicly at age eight.  Her parents sent 
her to Rochester for “fancy” dance lessons to 
complement her repertoire of Irish jigs.  As a 
child star, her mother accompanied her as she 
performed in venues outside of Buffalo.  Her 
talent was matched by her beauty. Newspaper 
accounts described her as thin, nimble, with 
beautiful, grey eyes and black lashes.  One 
reviewer in 1884 said she had a “pretty face, 
combining freckled sauciness and a certain 
frank, good nature, which won the love of 
the lads.” She was certainly a favorite of the 
male audiences. At age 15, news of her talent 
spread to New York City where Tony Pastor 

signed her to perform at his famous variety 
theater in the Bowery district.  Pastor, con-
sidered the father of vaudeville in the United 
States, knew she was a star. The beautiful 
young dancer quickly charmed her New York 
City audiences.  Whether it was straight jig, 
sand jig, or clog dancing, O’Neil excelled. 

A few years after her New York debut, a 
popular variety theater owner in Boston hired 
O’Neil away from Pastor’s New York theater 
and her reputation spread to New England.  
She was wooed back to New York City where 
she performed for some of the great theater 

owners on Broadway such as Ned Harrigan.  
O’Neil also performed as a member of a vari-
ety company that toured across the Northeast 
and Midwest, where she was enthusiastically 
received. Some claimed she was the premier 
Irish dancer throughout the 1870s and ’80s 
against whom all others were judged. In 1882, 
a musician composed an instrumental piece 
in her honor titled “Kitty O’Neil’s Champion 
Jig.” It is still performed today on both sides 
of the Atlantic and recordings can be found on 
YouTube.

O’Neil’s final New York City performance 

was in 1888.  She then went on tour to Califor-
nia, performing frequently in the Irish-hotbed 
of San Francisco. In 1890, at age 35, the physi-
cal demands of dancing began to take their toll 
and she returned to Buffalo.  Two years later, 
she attempted a comeback at Shea’s Theatre. 
But the critics harshly reviewed her physical 
appearance and performance. It would be her 
last public performance.  O’Neil turned her 
energy towards managing the Alhambra The-
ater on Commercial Street, and purchased nu-
merous investment properties in Buffalo.

Although O’Neil’s professional career was 
a triumph, her personal life was marked by 
tragedy. Her first marriage at eighteen ended 
three years later with the sudden death of her 
husband. She then married a famous Irish-
American comedian, Harry Kernell. Unfor-
tunately, Kernell had a wandering eye, and 
O’Neil filed for divorce shortly after they 
married.  She birthed a child with Kernell, but 
sadly their child did not survive infancy. Af-
ter her return to Buffalo, O’Neil found a third 
husband, but that marriage was also short 
lived.  This time it was due to her health. In 
April 1893, at age 38, O’Neil went to Buf-
falo General for a surgery for an unspecified 
female ailment.  She died shortly after from 
complications.  Despite her untimely death, 
her success meant that she was able to leave 
her husband, parents, and siblings financially 
comfortable.

Sadly, we will never know if O’Neil could 
have parlayed her national star-power and fi-
nancial resources into something bigger.  At 
the time of her death, she was the manager of 
a theater. Coupled with her big-city entertain-
ment experience, she might have rivaled her 
fellow Irish-American, Michael Shea, as a 
leading impresario.  We will never know. But 
we do know that she was the star of her day. 
So, at our next St. Patrick’s Day celebrations, 
as we tap our toes with local Irish dancers, let 
us remember this Buffalo prodigy.  Over the 
course of her career, O’Neil entertained tens 
of thousands and cemented her legacy as a 
world class jig dancer and the first of many 
successful Irish entertainers from Buffalo.

And what about Kittie O’Neil’s alleged 
racy performance in a Buffalo saloon on July 
4, 1881? Don Meade, a columnist and expert 
on Irish music, recently published a well-re-
searched article on O’Neil’s life and legacy. 
Meade claims she could not have performed 
the striptease for a very good reason. On that 
same day she was in Chicago giving birth to 
her and Harry Kernell’s child. Brian Nelson, 
you were right.

Kittie O’Neil: Buffalo’s Greatest Irish Dancer
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By  NICHOLAS J TUSSING

One of the first things I was made aware of 
on going to school was the need for uniforms. 
We had to wear a dress shirt, grey trousers (we 
were supposed to wear shorts, but I was too 
cold and successfully got permission to wear 
trousers instead), and a grey sweater. I don’t 
recall whether we had to wear a tie or not at 
this stage; I definitely had to wear one when 
I was older. This may be the place to inform 
the foreigner that there is or was a distinction 
between Catholic and Protestant schools; ours 
was a Protestant school, rather “West Brit” 
(Anglophile), although as we shall see I did 
learn some specifically Irish subjects. That 
doesn’t necessarily mean there weren’t any 
Catholic pupils. I knew nothing of all that at 
the time, since my knowledge of Irish history 
upon arrival must have been pretty close to 
nil.

Our teacher was Mrs. Healy, an imposing 
woman with an impressive voice and dark red 
(I guess one would say auburn) hair. She had 
a very formal manner, and I always found it 

odd that she called me “young man”. But she 
wasn’t unkind, and was the first teacher of 
whom I remember being at all fond.

I don’t think I got into trouble, although I 
got sent up to (Mr. Classon’s?) office once or 
twice, I think for administrative stuff. There 
I read I appalling cautionary tales about girls 
getting gored by bulls because they couldn’t 
read.

She was, however, quite insistent on my 
improving my handwriting, in which she was 
quite right, because my handwriting was ab-
solutely abominable. So I had to write out po-
ems in joined letters. “She failed to heed these 
simple rules and few. The snake is living yet.” 
Some (read: most?) of these poems were over 
my head. One began: “Here we have the Nor-
dic Man/and be as like him as you can”; the 
last verse began something like “The lowest 
race of all/Mediterranean we call”; knowing 
some context, I’m fairly sure Belloc meant 
that as a satire, but at the time I commented 
(in my normal handwriting) that the poem was 
“dirty” and “rassist”.

School: Some General Notes

Submitted by Sister Patricia Collins

The history of nicknames is so ancient 
that no one knows the beginning of the story. 
Since written history began, and as far back 
as oral history reaches, it seems that people 
have been given these monikers. It is therefore 

impossible to do more than guess at how the 
earliest given nicknames were chosen. 

Sister Patricia Collins has sent along a list 
of some of those most memorable from the 
First Ward and South Buffalo and we will 
leave it to ours reader’s imaginations to guess 
the origins…

First Ward/South  
Buffalo Nicknames

Coo Coo Bahan
Jitters Balkin
Iggy Banko
Sandy Bannister
Darby Batt
Cuckoo Baynes
Eggsy Boguard
Rubber Boland
Ace Bonner
Ice Bonner
Chicken Bradz
Snipe Brennan
KO Brennan
Sailor Brinkworth
Tucker Brown
Cutchy Burke
Father Burke
Pickles Burke
Twitters Cadigan
Peanuts Callahan
Hi Lo Caven 
Chicky Chilcott
Twum Collins
Dummy Comerford
Hoot Conners
Fingy Conners
Corky Connors
Rosie Conway
Birdie Cooley
Dusty Flood
Pi-Jo Flood
Scotty Frazier
Huck Geary
Cabby Glascott
Buffalo Gleason
Ortzy Gould
Speedy Greiner
Rocco Griffin
Turtles Griffin
Boxy Hackemer
Beaver Haltem
Beaver Harrigan
Salty Herrin
Happy Hoolihan
Stretch Hughes
Hooster Hughes
Boey Hynes
Dutch Irish
Yoo-Yoo Kane
Dwarf Kane
Darby Kane
Weepers Kavanaugh
Spot Kearns
Torchy Kelly
Goose Laiber
Honey Lampshire

Eggsie Lannon
Bum Lawless
I.O. Leary
Jiggs Lillis
Blackie Mahoney
Clerk Mahoney
Spits Manning
Nails Martin
Minuch Martin
Sauce McBride
Ricker McCarthy
Potatoes McGowan
Hippo McGrath
Jolls McGuire
Ishy Roller
Gilly Rooth
Skivers Ryan
Scanoots Scanlon
Rooster Shanahan
Jo Jo Moose Sheehan
Rabbit Ears Slattery
Butch Smith
Bug Head Smith 
Snooky Stockowitz
Pig Iron Sullivan
Yit Sullivan
Shrimp Sullivan
Tailspin Sullivan
Shirt Travis
Tee-O Travis
Nucca Travis
Pinky Veira
Eggy Warren
Tug Wilson
Chickity Wilson
Jiggs Wright
Chaw Coughlin
Duke Crotty
Tart Crotty
Shinone Cullinan
Beans Danahy
Scooper Dempsey
Stitchers Dodgers
Ibby Downey
Butch Downey
Lemon Doyle
Bright Eyes Driscoll
Scoop Driscoll
Smoky Duffy
Harp Eagan
Ace Ellis
Bishy Ellis
Carbols Ellis
Brud Esford
Goose Evans
Sheep Evoy

Duke Evoy
Shimo Fitzgerald
Beansy Fitzgerald
Skits Fitzgerald
Lump Fitzgerald
Kegsy Fitzgerald
Coo Coo Flanagan
Darby Flanigan
Bow Wow Flanigan
Yazzy McLaughlin
Tex McLaughlin
Squiz McMahon
Stretch McMahon
Timmer Meegan
Monk Mischow
Hickory Miullins
Fuzzy Molloy
Yoddy Mooney
Moon Mullins
Curly Mullins
Judge Mullins
 
Duck Murphy
Miggles Murphy
Beans Murphy
Spike Nelson
Kega O’Brien
Mugsy O’Brien
Shimo O’Brien
Big Eyes O’Brien
Harp O’Brien
Poser O’Conner
Ice O’Grady
Hump O’Leary
Orkney Osborne
Boots O’Shei
Ozzy Overdorf
Taps Pendergast
Sambo Perkins
Junior Powers
Mugsy Procknal
Pasty Quigley
Turkey Quirk
Speedy Ransford
Peanuts Reardon
Raisin Redman
Bo Redmond
Diapers Riordan
Cooney Robinson
Dickles Robinson
Colonial Robinson
 
 

March 3rdt :
The 40th annual Shamrock Run in the Old First Ward 12:00 P.M.

March 8th:
Second Annual Irish House Party and Sing-Along presented by the South Buffalo Fresh Air 

Music Club at Adolf’s Old First Ward Tavern (South Park & Hamburg  Street) 6:30 P.M. 
Free but hat will be passed for Sister Mary Celeste’s South Buffalo Community Table.

March 17:
Old Neighborhood St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Old First Ward 12:00 P.M.

April 14:
27th Annual Get Together to benefit Sister Mary Celeste O’Bryan’s South Buffalo Commu-

nity Table.  7:00 Iron Workers Hall West Seneca

UPCOMING
EVENTS
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Good afternoon Monsignor.  Now how did 
your family background contribute to your 
drive and success?

My father was a strict Catholic who taught 
me early on, the importance of hard work, 
family and religion.   My mother died when 
she was 39 years old of a stroke. Dad, who 
was Narcotics Chief for Buffalo Police De-
partment, took a second job so he could hire 
a housekeeper to help take care of myself and 
my younger sister, Peg and brother, Jack. He 
did everything possible to help keep us kids 
and the family together.

What did South Buffalo mean to your 
values and development?

Everything. This was and is a special com-
munity. Standards are high and family values 
are strong.  Oh, I suspect that we are a bit iso-
lated, and maybe there’s some prejudice here, 
but you know I was fortunate in being from 
here; I could speak out against that. I like to 
remind people that it was not so long ago that 
there were “NINA” (NO Irish Need Apply) 
signs hung out at employment offices.

You have often spoken about the Second 
Vatican Council. Why was that so important?

It’s probably hard to remember now, but 
that ushered in a pretty exciting time for the 
Catholic Church, especially for a gregarious 
priest from South Buffalo who had to say 
Mass with his back to the people -  I could 
now see everyone!

More seriously, it brought the Church into 
the 20th Century.  It sought to end the bitter-
ness among religions. Remember, when I was 
a kid, I couldn’t go to a Protestant Church or 
go swimming at the YMCA.

The liturgy was not in our language so it 
became more meaningful. Finally, and most 
importantly, I think, it made is possible for lay 
people to have something to say.  I think all of 
this has had a tremendous impact. You know, 
the last time I visited Pope John’s gravesite, I 
started to cry when I thought of all the chang-
es he was responsible for.

What mentors or books most influenced 
your thinking and philosophy?

Hans Kung, a theologian, wrote a book on 
the Second Vatican Council that really opened 
my eyes. He put in plain language the changes 
that were coming that we had been afraid to 
talk about. Dorothy Day, the greatest pacifist, 
as had a profound impact on me. In fact so 
much so that I became one of the groups of 
priests that decided to take a stand against the 
war in Vietnam in the late 60s.  She had the 
courage of her convictions.

Locally, our own Dolores Lee, who recently 
passed away, was a modern day Dorothy Day. 
She was a dynamo in a gentle way, and did 
some important things as the head of the So-
cial Justice Committee in Saint Ambrose.

What are you most proud of?
The community we formed at St. Ambrose. 

I think that people fell very much as home 
there.  There’s a kind of spirit there that’s 
special. I’m happy and proud that my friend, 

Father Gary Kibler, has kept this spirit alive.

Can you tell us a couple of cherished 
memories?

I think of a couple of occasions when friends 

died in my arms not long after we spoke. I re-
member saying, “It’s time to go home to Jesus 
now, let Him take you, no more hassles.”  That 
is very emotional.

Another thing that I think of is the gradu-
ation day after we combined the St. Brigid’s 
class with our own (St. Brigid’s was closing).  
We took a lot of heat because it meant bus-
ing kids from the inner city to our school. (I 
still don’t know how Gene Reville, the Buf-
falo school superintendent, managed to get us 
a bus.) When graduation day came, it was a 
beautiful occasion as all students, black and 
white, ended up in tears hugging each other 
and crying. This was vindication. The prin-
ciple, Sister Elaine Franz and I wept.

Can you give us some background on the 
windows at St. Ambrose Church?

After deciding that one way to improve the 
looks of the Church was to replace the old 
windows, we had an idea. Why not dedicate 
the windows to the theme of the Second Vati-
can Council? Each window represents either 
a Constitution (highest teachings) or a Decree 
of the Council.

We had among other’s the traditional he-
roes, St. Thomas Aquinas, Mother Teresa, and 
some modern martyrs, along with Gandhi and 
Buddha a representing the non-Christian re-
ligions.

You should know that the Wanderer, an 
arch-conservative Catholic weekly, published 
a review of our windows, finding them “ugly 
and obscene.” I was thrilled.

Is there anything you worry about?
I guess the shortage of priests, and that the 

Church has been slow to consider accepting 
married men as priests. I suspect that this will 
happen before they allow women priests.

Can you recommend a good book?
Well, a group of the ten of Priests pick one 

book a month, which we read and then dis-
cuss. The goal is to keep us fresh and chal-
lenged.  The one I’m working on now is by 
a Benedictine nun, Joan Chittister, and is 
called In Search of Belief.

What’s keeping you busy now?
I enjoy teaching. I’ve taught the deacon 

candidates at the Seminary and scripture at 
St. Thomas Church and Mount Mercy Acad-
emy.  I’m also doing some weekend ministry 
at Saint Ambrose and at various parishes.

Last question, is Al Stanton your brother 
or nephew?

OK, I’m clearing this up once and for all, 
he’s my uncle! Over and out! 

Thank you, Monsignor!

Legendary South Buffalonians:
Monsignor William Stanton

by Neil Farrell Secretary, South Buffalo Fresh Air Club

Monsignor William Stanton
Born: February 12, 1924

Parents: John Stanton and Lillian Ziegler
Residences While Growing Up:

20 South Ryan
2014 Stevenson

and 38 Hammerschmidt
Education:

St. Teresa’s School
 Canisius High School
 Niagara University

Ordination: June 4, 1949
Assignments:

Throughout WNY
Last 23 years at St. Ambrose Parish, South Buffalo; retired 1999

In the 1960’s Thunder Bay Beach in Canada became an enclave for many Irish families from South Buffalo including the McNamara’s, Ryan’s, Keane’s, Herbst’s and 
Coughlin’s.  The picture above is Smith’s Stand  at the beach where Joanne McNamara  worked.  She remembers the rich kids ordering “Swamp Water”, a combination of 

Spite, Cherry Cola and Coca Cola… 
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The next few months will be very busy for 
the Rince Na Tiarna Irish Dance School. Thir-
teen dancers from the school will compete 
in the All-Ireland dance championships in 
Killarney, Ireland. The competition will take 
place February 10-17, and it will be the first 
time at an overseas competition for many of 
the dancers.

Mary Kay Heneghan, founder and teacher 
of Rince Na Tiarna, noted that it will also be 
the first trip to Ireland for many of the danc-
ers. “This is exciting and special for these 13 
dancers. They’ll compete in solo competi-
tions, and eight of them will also dance in an 
eight-hand ceili competition,” she explained. 
“Although they’ll work hard, they’ll also have 
the opportunity to go sightseeing, including 
Blarney Castle, the Ring of Kerry, Muckross 
House, and so much more. I’m so proud of 
them and so excited that they will have this 
amazing opportunity,” she said.

The dancers are Shannon Cantlon, Fiona 
Dargan, Grace Dempsey, Abaigeal Donoghue, 
Alyssa Lickfeld, Madeline Lickfeld, Maeve 
Lickfeld, Meghan Loftus, Emily McGough, 

Fiona Murphy, Madison Pennington, Hayley 
Pereira, and Mia Sullivan.

Celebrating  
St. Patrick

Rince Na Tiarna dancers are also working 
on getting ready to celebrate St. Patrick. In ad-
dition to dancing in both of Buffalo’s St. Pat-
rick’s Day parades, they also dance in shows 
at a wide variety of events in various venues 
throughout Western New York.

“Our dancers love shows; the energy is 
great, and it’s a wonderful opportunity for 
people in the audience to learn more about 
Irish dancing,” Heneghan explained. She 
noted that the dancers are busy throughout 
the year, but this time of year is when people 
have the greatest number of opportunities to 
see them. “We still have spots open; anyone 
who would like to book Rince Na Tiarna Irish 
dancers for their event or facility should email 
mkhrince@msn.com,” she concluded.

Rince Na Tiarna:
Dancing in Ireland and right here in WNY
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Timon Welcomes 
Jacob Jordan as Head 

Crew Coach
Timon is proud to welcome Jacob Jordan 

to the Timon family, where Jacob will serve 
as the Timon Rowing Coach. Jordan has an 
impressive background in the sport which in-
cludes being the Head Rowing coach for the 
University at Buffalo Rowing Club.  

 Prior to being named Head Coach 
at Buffalo, Jacob developed a proven record 
of success at both the Collegiate and Junior 
level, serving as the Men’s Freshman/Nov-
ice coach for the University at Buffalo, Var-
sity Women’s Coach for City Honors School, 
and Lead Assistant for the US Rowing Men’s 
U23 Development Camp at West Side Row-
ing Club. This record, along with a diverse 
background in the sport over the last 15 years, 
made him the best candidate to continue to 
develop Bishop Timon’s historic rowing pro-
gram.  

 Athletic Director Joe Licata com-
mented, “the first time we met with Jacob we 
knew he was the guy we wanted to build our 
rowing program around.  I cannot wait to see 
how he develops our student athletes into fine 
young men.”  Jacob Jordan will begin his ten-
ure as Head Coach immediately.

MADIGAN / NOLAN /  
NEWLAND / OTTO: 

Searching for information on Patrick MADIGAN-b. Mar 1844 Ireland who married Ellen/
Helen NOLAN/NEWLAND-b. Abt. Nov 1852 Ireland. They immigrated separately to Buf-
falo, NY about 1865-70 and had eight children all born in Buffalo.: Mary E-b. May 1874; 

Patrick-b. Oct 1877; Ellen-b. Nov 1879; Laura-b. Dec 1881; John-b. Apr 1882; Dennis-b. Jun 
1884; Daniel-b. Jul 1887; and Edward-b. Mar 1893. The family lived at 123 Lake View St in 
Buffalo for many years. Son Patrick married Leona OTTO 26 Oct 1904 at St. Mary’s of Sor-
rows in Buffalo. Any information regarding this family would be greatly appreciated. Please 

email Tim: tmadigan@rochester.rr.com 

McGORAN / McGURN /  
MONAHAN / SHERRY / CONLY: 

Searching for information on the family of Edward McGURN/McGORAN of Ballymagah-
ran, Belleek, Co. Fermanagh, Ireland who was married to a Hannah MONAHAN. They immi-
grated to Clay Co., Indiana. Their children were: Edward-b. 20 Jun 1872; Mary-b. May 1873; 

and John-b. 1 May 1875 all in Fermanagh. Mary McGORAN/McGURN immigrated to the 
America in 1880 where, on 15 Nov 1898 in Clay Co., Indiana, she married William SHERRY-

b. Abt. 1871 in Scotland of Irish parents. Mary died 21 Jul 1935 in Brazil, Indiana.  Also 
looking for any information on the Pittsburg, PA family of Charles N. CONLY-b. 1893 PA and 
his wife Margaret-b. 1891 WI. Their children are: Robert-b. 1923 WI; Margaret J-b. 1924 OH; 

and Thomas J-b. 1930 and was on the 1943 Grover Cleveland High School track team. Any 
information would be greatly appreciated. Please email Sharrie: sconly@roadrunner.com 

QUERIES

BIGS Releases  
NEW YORK CENTRAL 

RAILROAD Index
The Buffalo Irish Genealogical Society, BIGS, is very proud to announce the public release 

of an index they created based on actual employee cards of the New York Central Railroad. 

A collection of discarded cards, representing 4,654 employees, were rescued from the Buffalo 
Central Terminal by members of the Western New York Railway Historical Society, 100 Lee 
St, Buffalo, NY (http://www.trainweb.org/wnyrhs/index.htm), the owners of the physical col-
lection. BIGS’ public index is a shortened version and is available for public viewing on http://
bigsny.webs.com  Excerpts below are of Irish interest. All nationalities are included in the main 
index. 

Information on cost and how to obtain copies of the actual cards  is as follows:

1.) $20/employee card/page copy ($25 for a color copy)
An additional $2/backside  of card/page and/or each additional related card. Some employees have 4-10 cards 

each. ($3 for color copies) *EMAILED copies available. (Same prepaid charges apply.)
*On site Downloads would be performed by BIGS volunteers on YOUR device. (Same charges apply)

2.) Payment by check or money order (In person, cash would be accepted and a receipt given at that time.) 
ALL payments to be PREPAID before copies are made. 

 
Payable to: BIGS Memo: RR copies

Send to:  BIGS Record Request, Heritage Discovery Center, 100 Lee St, Buffalo, NY 14210 
 

RESEARCH INQUIRIES:  bigs.hdc@gmail.com   (no phone requests!)

Conditions:
· PUBLICATION: Patrons wishing to use scanned photographic images from the collection must seek permission first. A 

user fee is charged per image for one-time use and is established on a case by case basis. 
· COPYRIGHT: The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, US Code) governs the reproduction of copyrighted mate-

rial. Requestors assume all responsibility for any considerations pertaining to copyright infringement that may arise in the use 
of the reproduction(s). 

· PRINTS: Unless specified otherwise, all photos will be actual size. 
· SHIPPING: Shipping rates may be higher for out of country orders. 

· QUESTIONS: Email bigs.hdc@gmail.com
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