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A sunny day with a bit of chill 
greeted the thousands watching the 
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade on the ac-
tual feast day of Saint Patrick, March 
17th.  It was a great celebration to 
honor Saint Patrick and our Irish 
Catholic heritage as well as the Irish 
contributions to Western New York. 
The tradition continues through the 
families of spectators along Delaware 
Avenue.

The day started with Mass cele-
brated by Bishop Richard J. Malone 
at Saint Joseph’s Cathedral for the de-
ceased members of the United Irish 
American Association.

Grand Marshal Ryan Johnson was 
elected for this once in a lifetime 
honor by the United Irish American 
Association (UIAA) who have con-
ducted this Parade since 1940.  Ryan 
Johnson is the third generation in his 
family to be Grand Marshal!  This was 
a first in the many families that have 
worked on the Saint Patrick’s Day Pa-
rades.  His late grandfather Thomas P. 
Johnson in 1976 and his father Garry 
P. Johnson in 2008 were Grand Mar-
shals.   

Ryan Johnson started working on 
the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade as a 
teenager, after many years of volun-
teering he was elected to the Exec-
utive Committee of the UIAA.  His 
contributions in the areas of lining up 
marchers, fund raising and chairing 
events are many. He was educated at 

Canisius High School and Rochester 
Institute of Technology. Ryan works 
as a Project Manager for Thomas 
Johnson, Inc., a company founded by 
his grandfather. 

Ryan chose his wife Kristen, his 
parents Garry and Cindy Johnson 
and his siblings Jillian and Sean to be 
his Deputy Marshals for the day.  His 
two young children found their way 
into little deputy sashes and rode up 
the route following their dad, adding 
the fourth generation of the Johnson 
family to the Parade. Ryan’s dad, Gar-
ry reports that the grandkids had a 
good time like all the Parade partic-
ipants.    

The 2019 Saint Patrick’s Day Pa-

rade was dedicated to the memory 
of the Grand Marshal’s grandfather 
Thomas P Johnson.  Mr. Johnson was 
a longtime member of the UIAA and 
a founding father of the Buffalo Irish 
Center. Chairman of the GAAA from 
1971-1973 and in 1978, his effort and 
respect for Irish Heritage helped form 
the Buffalo Irish Center we know to-
day. A large group of family members 
walked the route in his memory.

Chairman John Morrison of the 
UIAA reported the great help from 
Mayor Brown and all the coordina-
tion within the departments of the 
City, especially the Buffalo Police De-
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After the Tidal 
Wave of Green

By Joseph Xavier Martin
 
It is the day after the St. Patrick’s 

Day celebrations. The various 
festivals and parties had featured 
all things Celtic in an array of pa-
rades, song fests and explosions 
of emerald pride that sprang up 
across the length and breadth of 
America.

 Our own had culminated, in a 
clubhouse dinner and sing along, 
at The Spring Run Complex in 
Estero, Florida. Every type of wig, 
beard, tie, skirt or blouse, featur-
ing every imaginable shade of 
green, was draped across the smil-
ing faces of the sons and daugh-
ters, of those hardy Celts, who had 
come here long ago. Several glass-
es of various spirits had wound 
the crowd up to fine vocal form. 
The American Irish songs, like 
“McNamara’s Band” and “When 
Irish Eyes are smiling,” came first. 
Most of the diners seemed to be 
familiar with them. The lilting and 
haunting “Danny Boy” of course 
got them singing with both tears 
and smiles. For me, “The Wild 
Colonial Boy” and “Black Vel-
vet Band,” IRA fight songs, made 
the evening. We sang, as only 
older people can, encouraged by 
droughts of the “creature.” It was 
a reminiscent crooning, resplen-
dent with memories of ages past, 
when foot-steps had been lighter, 

waists thinner and hairlines fuller.
 It made me reflect on a com-

ment of British Lord Acton. He 
said “The Irish are a race that God 
made mad, for all their wars are 
merry and all their songs are sad.” 
Not all of the carolers here this 
evening were of Celtic heritage. 
But today, everyone here was a 
child of Erin, lustily proclaiming 
“Erin Go Bragh.”

  We laughed, as we sampled 
various libations and enjoyed 
dinners made up of cabbage, car-
rots, potatoes, corned beef and 
various food items thought to be 
Irish. God Bless them, our own 
back then were happy to have a 
potato, some brown bread and a 
bit of cheese for their daily fare. 
Still, it was a communion of spirit 
with those who had come before. 
Their struggles, their triumphs 
and their passage to the great new 
land of America, where they were 
allowed to grow and prosper, had 
been recalled and celebrated these 
last few days.

  The spirit, of the sons and 
daughters of those indomitable 
people from the misty Isle of Eire, 
was once again brought to life. 
And for a few moments in time, 
those long-ago, rain-washed shore 
of Erin came to life. And after ev-
ery time we whispered “Erin Go 
Bragh,” we finished with the proc-
lamation, “God Bless America.”
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Kevin

A Letter From
The Editor...

beannachtaí!
This was a busy High Holy Days for me this year.  With St. 

Patrick’s Day falling on a Sunday and kicking the weekend 
off with the Buffalo Irish Center Civic Luncheon on Friday. 

The Old Neighborhood St. Patrick’s Day may have been 
cold but the sun made it enjoyable.  I think the crowds were 
the largest I have ever witnessed.  I was at the parade at my 
designated spot before the 10:30 AM closing of South Park 
Avenue.  This was the start of a long day with several invites 
to St. Patrick’s Day parties following the parade.  We couldn’t 
make them all but did our best.

 The Delaware Avenue parade was special this year for me.  
It was my first year of the United Irish American Association 
(UIAA) committee and found out how much planning, work 
and effort there is in running a city parade.  It was a Grand 
Day for the Irish!  

Don’t forget to stop at the Irish Center there are some great 
events planned in the next month!

lá sona naomh Pádraig,
Kevin J. O’Brien, Editor

Cont from page 1

partment in keeping the route 
safe and clear for participants 
and spectators. The support 
from the City of Buffalo Spe-
cial Events enabled marchers, 
including our traditional Irish 
organizations, beautifully 
decorated floats, Pipe bands, 
Marching bands, Irish step 
dancers, Parish marchers, La-
bor groups, Media, Law En-
forcement and Fire Fighters 
from all over Western New 
York as well as our elected of-
ficials from the city, county, 
state and federal government 
to parade up Delaware Ave-
nue.  The theme of the Parade 
“Hail to St Patrick-God Bless 
America-Support Our Troops 
and First Responders” was dis-
played by many entries.  

A sincere thank you is ex-

tended to the division spon-
sors and contributors who 
provided the financial support 
needed to continue this great 
tradition.  Spectrum News 
provided live coverage of the 
Parade.

Please check out our website 
BuffaloStPatricksDayParade.
com for additional pictures of 
the Parade.  

Awards ceremony for the 
winning units judged by the 
NY-Penn Judging Association 
took place on Sunday, March 
31st at the Buffalo Irish Center.  
The following is a list of this 
year’s winning entries:

Bishop Malone Trophy - Best 
Theme Float   

Rince na Tiarna 
Bishop Grosz Trophy - Best 

Catholic Group float
Saint Mark’s

Bishop Kmiec Trophy - Best 
Youth Float

Clann na Cara Irish Dance
Bishop Timon Trophy - Best 

Organization Float 
Iron Workers Float

Bishop McNulty Trophy - Best 
Pipe Band

Gordon Highlanders
Overall Best Marching Unit

Blackthorn Club
Best Youth Marchers 

WNY Maritime Charter School
Best Mixed Irish Club Marchers
St. Patrick’s Irish American Club

Best Irish Men’s Marchers
AOH Police Emerald Society
Best Irish Women Marchers

Daughters of Erin
Best Senior Band

McMaster University
Best Youth Band

Niagara Falls Wolverines
Best Veteran Marchers 

US Navy Seabees
Best Catholic Organization 

Marchers

Knights of St John
Best Fire Department Marchers
Buffalo Fire Department & Fir 

Doitean
Best Law Enforcement Marchers 

New York State Police
Best Scout Marchers 

Boy Scouts Troop #42
Best Labor Organization 

Marchers
Ironworkers Local #6
Best Fire Truck Entry

Doyle Hose
Best Marching Group with 

animals
WNY Corgis

The 2020 Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade will be Sunday, 
March 15th.  To obtain entry 
or information, please visit our 
website at BuffaloStPatricks-
DayParade.com or telephone 
716-875-0282.

2019 SAINT PATRICK’S DAY PARADE

March has been a busy 
month for Assemblyman 
Pat Burke. While much of 
the month has been spent 
in Albany negotiating a fair 
budget, he was in the district 
last weekend to celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day. Burke attend-
ed the annual Civic Lun-
cheon at the Buffalo Irish 
Center and marched with 
friends and supporters in 
the “Old Neighborhood” St. 
Paddy’s Day Parade along-
side community organiza-
tions, unions, and other civ-
ic leaders.  

 “It was another great St. 
Patrick’s Day in Buffalo,” 
said Burke. “We are so lucky 
to host two parades, includ-
ing our downtown parade 
which is one of the largest in 
the country. You can’t beat 
the crowds of people who 
come out in the cold and the 
snow to celebrate what Irish 
history and culture means to 
our community. ” 

 Prior to Saturday’s pa-

rade kickoff, Assemblyman 
Burke issued an official As-
sembly Citation to Dawn 
Brady Carpino — this year’s 
Grand Marshal and a long-
time leader in the Valley 
Community Association. 
The Citation thanked Dawn 
for her many years of service 
to the VCA, and congratu-
lated her on this great honor.  

 In addition to attend-
ing local celebrations, 
Burke co-sponsored and 

helped pass multiple reso-
lutions relating to the Irish 
community. One of these 
Assembly resolutions pro-
claims the month of March 
as Irish-American Heri-
tage Month. (K.0013) This 
month, Burke is encourag-
ing his constituents to cel-
ebrate and learn about the 
numerous contributions 
Irish-Americans have made 
to the culture and economy 
of Western New York.  

Burke supported another 
meaningful resolution earli-
er this year, recognizing Jan-
uary 21st as Irish Declara-
tion of Independence Day in 
the State of New York. This 
resolution draws parallels 
between the struggles faced 
by the founders of the Unit-
ed States of America and 
those of the Irish Republic. 
Patriots from both “pledged 
themselves to freedom,” and  
“risked imprisonment or 
death by a colonial British 
government which tried to 
crush the cause of liberty.” 
(K.00054) 

 “As the Assemblyman 
representing Buffalo’s Irish 
Heritage District, I am proud 
to have supported these res-
olutions,” said Burke. “Irish 
culture is intertwined with 
that of our community, and 
I’m happy to see the accom-
plishments and contribu-
tions of so many of my con-
stituents being recognized 
on a statewide level.”  

Assemblyman Burke Celebrates 
Irish-American Heritage Month
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May Their Faithful Souls Be 
at the Right Hand of God

Ar Dheis Dé Go Raibh a nAnam Dílis
Three long-time friends of the GAAA have traveled home to heaven.  We remember all 

their efforts in building our Irish American Community and their smiles remain forever 
etched on our hearts. 

“Bea” Bridget Howard (nee Campbell)        
HOWARD - Bridget “Bea” (nee Campbell) December 12, 

2018, of Depew. Originally from Ballycroy, County Mayo, 
Ireland. Wife of the late John “Sean”; dear mother of Michael 
(Patricia) Sweeney, Sheila (late Thomas) Stapleton, Cathy 
(Adrian) Donohoe, Maureen (Dan) Farabaugh, Sean (Trish) 
Howard, and the late Bridget Howard; loving grandmother of 
Jack, Amanda, Fiona, Maureen, Shauna, Sinead, Declan, and 
Louise; great-grandmother of Adrian; sister of Sheila, Mary, 
Ann, Nora, Nelly, Kay, and Patrick; also survived by nieces and 
nephews. Funeral from the PACER FUNERAL HOME 

John J. (Sean) McManus
OCTOBER 15, 1930 – JANUARY 24, 2019

McMANUS - John J. Was born in County Leitrim, Ireland. 
Of West Seneca, NY, January 24, 2019. Beloved husband of 
Julia (nee Burke); dearest father of Francis McManus; brother 
of Thomas (Vera) McManus and the late Margaret (late Ed-
ward) Martin and Rosaline (late Coleman) Greenan; also sur-
vived by nieces and nephews. Family present Sunday 2-5 PM 
at the HOY FUNERAL HOME, 3855 Seneca St., West Seneca, 
NY, where Funeral Services will be held Monday morning at 
10:15. Friends invited. Condolences shared at www.hoyfuner-
alhome.com

Mary D .(Browne) Coakley
April 1, 1944-February 24, 2019

Mary was born on April 1, 1944 and passed away on Sun-
day, February 24, 2019. Mary was a resident of Buffalo, New 
York at the time of passing. Visitation Wednesday & Thurs-
day from 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at NORMAN E. GANNON 
& SONS, Inc. Friends are invited to join the family for The 
Mass of Christian Burial at St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 450 
Abbott Rd.; South Buffalo on Friday at 9:30 a.m. Cremation 
to follow with Private Interment in the family plot at Holy 
Cross Cemetery. Mother Teresa House 208 Stanislaus St., Buf-
falo NY 14212 https://www.buffalodiocese.org/mother-tere-
sa-home Awesome Paws Rescue P.O. Box 2313, Blasdell NY 
14219 https://www.awesomepawsrescue.org/ Visitation at the 
Norman E. Gannon & Sons, Inc. Donations may be made to: 

Buddy’s Second Chance Rescue P.O. Box 362, Tonawanda NY 14223 http://www.buddysres-
cue.org/home.html.

OBITUARIES
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Heritage Festival
& Highland Games

Heritage Festival
& Highland Games

NiagaraCeltic.com 
Buy your tickets online!

Glengarry Bhoys

Concerts | Ethnic Foods | Clans | Vendors | Living History | Animals | Parades
Demonstrations | Pageantry | Storytellers | Competitions | Hands-on Fun!

Concerts | Ethnic Foods | Clans | Vendors | Living History | Animals | Parades
Demonstrations | Pageantry | Storytellers | Competitions | Hands-on Fun!

2019 Schedule, Lodging & More at

NiagaraCeltic.com

Niagara
         Celtic
Niagara
         Celtic

19th19th

Niagara County
Fairgrounds

in Lockport, NY

Niagara County
Fairgrounds

in Lockport, NY New!
New!

September 14 & 15
Sat. 10am-10:30pm | Sun. 10am-6:30pm

September 14 & 15
Sat. 10am-10:30pm | Sun. 10am-6:30pm

Screaming Orphans
Tuatha Dea

FAMILY FRIENDLY FUN!
FOUR MUSIC STAGES 
TWO ATHLETIC FIELDS
NINE PIPE BANDS
SIX DANCE GROUPS
SEVENTY ARTISANS
& SO MUCH MORE!

Discount Tickets O
nline

Through Sept. 2nd!

KIDS 12 & UNDER FREE
FREE PARKING

Alesia Hamm                                          
Josslynn Strang

 Two members of 
the Mount Mercy Varsity 
Basketball team received 
post season honors this sea-
son.  Seniors Alesia Hamm 
#10 (Buffalo) and Josslynn 
Strang #25 (Westfield) 
achieved All-Catholic status 
this season.

 Hamm, who is a 
two-time All-Catholic in 
soccer, was named a First 
Team All-Catholic for the 
second straight year.  She 
represents Mount Mercy 
on the A League All-Cath-
olic squad.  She was the 
team’s defensive specialist, 
as well as the team’s second 
leading scorer.  She finished 
with 215 points, averaging 
9.0 points a game.  She also 
averaged 5.5 rebounds per 
game, along with 2.7 assists 
and 2.7 steals per game.  She 
is a four year member of the 

varsity basketball team.
 Strang was award-

ed Honorable Mention 
All-Catholic status for the 
A League.  She finished as 
the team’s leading scorer 
with 231 points, good for 9.6 
points a game.  She also con-
tributed 7.5 rebounds per 
game and had the team’s best 
free throw percentage, con-
necting on 62 percent of her 
attempts. Strang is a three 
year varsity team member.

 Coach John Glose 
had the following comments 
about the two players.  “Both 
girls very much deserve the 
recognition of All Catholic. 
On a team that prides itself 
on hard work, toughness 
and grit these two epito-
mized it perfectly! They 
are also great leaders being 
named team captains this 
season and  they were a joy 
to coach!  I’m sure they will 
be very successful in what-
ever they choose in the fu-
ture”.

Two Mount 
Mercy 

Basketball 
Players Receive 

All-Catholic 
Honors
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On June 16, 1904, James 
Joyce strolled the streets of 
Dublin with his future wife, 
Nora Barnacle. In his nov-
el, Ulysses, Joyce chronicles 
Leopold Bloom’s odyssey 
through the same streets on 
the same date. Every year on 
June 16, readers around the 

world celebrate the occasion 
in different ways.

Save the date.   June 16th, 
2019!

Come here us read “Ul-
ysses” here in Buffalo

Watch for Time and 
Place.

What’s Bloomsday? 

Buffalo is second 
largest railroad 

terminus in U.S.  
(Chicago is first). 
There are seven direct 

lines connecting Buffalo 
with six different East Coast 
cities. The New York Central 
is so big that it has its own 
police force. The railroad 
companies create a new in-

dustry in the city. They own 
3,600 acres of city land and 
lay 660 miles of track within 
the city limits. They direct-
ly employ twenty thousand 
men and indirectly give 
work to thousands more in 
the car wheel shops, palace 
car shops, locomotive and 
freight car shops, and in the 
largest bridge company in 
the world, all of which are 
located in the city. 

As a result of the rail-
roads, the Erie Canal is vir-
tually obsolete. By the turn 
of the century almost every 
lake steamship company 
has been bought out by the 
railroads. Thus, by either 
controlling the freight rates 
on their railroads or by dic-
tating lake freight policy, the 
railroads exert a controlling 
influence over the city’s 
commercial economy.

FACT! 1900

The Valley Community 
Association’s 19th Annu-
al “Buffalo River Fest” is 
scheduled for Friday, Satur-
day, and Sunday, June 14th, 
15th, and 16th, 2019.  The 
event will be held from 6pm 
to Midnight on Friday, from 
11am to Midnight on Sat-
urday, and 1pm to 5pm on 
Sunday at Buffalo River Fest 
Park, located at 249 Ohio 
Street, Buffalo, NY, near 
Michigan Avenue.

There will be fun for the 
whole family!  Events in-

clude the Rigidized Metals 
River Fest Regatta, a water-
front photo and memorabil-
ia display, “I Got It” Bingo, 
food and refreshments, a 
kids area, vendors, historic 
walking tours, live enter-
tainment, a Father’s Day 
fishing contest, and more!!  
Live entertainment will be 
taking place all weekend!  

Proceeds from the Buf-
falo River Fest will bene-
fit Buffalo River Fest Park 
including capital mainte-
nance, utilities, insurance, 

dock upkeep, and grounds 
maintenance.

 For more infor-
mation on the 19th Annual 
Buffalo River Fest or on the 
Valley Community Associ-
ation visit www.thevalley-
center.com, “like” Buffalo 
River Fest Park and the Val-
ley Community Center on 
Facebook, follow on Twit-
ter @VCAssociation or @
BfloRFPark, or call 716-823-
4707 ext. 2 or 117.

2019 Buffalo River Fest 
Scheduled for June 14th – 16th

BUFFALOIRISHTIMES
TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT EDITION OF THE:

CALL THE BUFFALO IRISH CENTER AT 825-9535 • OR EMAIL: BUFFALOIRISHTIMES@GMAIL.COM
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2019 SAINT PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION
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2019 SAINT PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION
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Can a local festival be both popular and 
unknown to Western New Yorkers? It 
can if it’s the Niagara Celtic Heritage 
Festival! This charming event is held 
every year in Northern Niagara County, 
and if you haven’t visited before then 
mark your calendars now: September 17 
& 18.
For many Niagara Celtic is a hidden gem, 
a family-friendly affair that celebrates 
amazing heritage, history and fantasy in 
a way that’s reminiscent of the carnivals 
and fairs of yester-year. The festival 
is packed with non-stop entertainment 
and hands-on fun, all sheltered within 
trees and surrounded by a breathtaking 
view of Lake Ontario. Once you arrive 
you’ll instantly feel magic in the air. 
We’re not kidding! It’s an indescribable 
atmosphere, created out of an amazingly 
diverse crowd surrounded by so many 
new experiences and fun they can’t help 
but smile and get swept away.
There is a wonderful array of Irish, 
Scottish and Welsh foods, artisans, 

performers, craftsmen, animals, 
historical re-enactors and more. Guests 
can shop, dine, listen to music, cheer on 
athletes, learn to swordfi ght, see animal 
demos, explore the popular kid’s corner, 
attend classes…the list goes on and on. 
“You really have to see the festival to 
understand how amazing it is,” explains 
one of the festival’s Associate Directors, 
Vicki Banks. “Every year we have new 
guests join us that are stunned…they 
can’t believe such a unique and wonderful 
festival exists in their ‘backyard’.”
Visiting their website, NiagaraCeltic.
com, you can get a sense at how big 
and broad the festival is. Photos include 
guests enjoying a vast variety of 
entertainment. MacFarlane’s Company is 
one of a handful of groups that have been 
attending since 2001. Based in Ohio, they 
offer hands-on learning, including the 
chance for children to become soldiers 
and battle the British. Longtime member 
Karen Wood has attended since the fi rst 
year.  “I love the many folks who say 

‘My kids played your games at the 1st 
or 2nd [Niagara Celtic] festival and now 
they are in college or have little ones of 
their own!’”
We also believe one of the most 
important parts of their festival is their 
hard-working team of volunteers; nearly 
500 people contribute their talent and 
skills to help make sure guests have a 
wonderful time. To have such a large 
body of volunteers is rare for a modern 
non-profi t, and we can’t help but believe 
that mysterious ‘festival magic’ has 
something to do with it.
Save the Dates: the 16th Niagara Celtic 
Heritage Festival is on Sept. 17 & 18 
in Olcott, NY, which is less than an 
hour drive from Buffalo, Niagara Falls 
and Rochester. There’s also plenty of 
accommodations nearby if you visit for 
the weekend (different events happen 
each day so it’s worth staying). Pre-Sale 
tickets, VIP packages and even special 
discounts are available at NiagaraCeltic.
com; kids 12 & under are free, and there 

is also free parking. 
Of course one way for the festival to be 
memorable is to get in FREE! Visit their 
website by August 26th for a chance to 
win ticket packages- they’re drawing 
6 winners and the contest is open to 
everyone 14 and older.
**TIME AND MONEY SAVING TIP!! 
The festival’s Ticket Booth is always 
busy every year, though the staff works 
hard to process people as fast as possible. 
We recommend not wasting time 
standing in line by ordering your tickets 
online. The system is easy to use, and 
you’ll save money by ordering before 
Labor Day. Irish Times Readers can use 
the special Promo Code: TIMESLOVE 
and save 5% off your order- good until 
9/10! So this year while others stand in a 
long, sunny or windy line, you’ll already 
be enjoying the concerts, shopping, 
food…and everything else you love 
about Niagara Celtic! 
*Photo credit is to Wayne Peters for all 
our photos

The Daughters of Erin had a very 
successful year and although we have a 
summer break from business meetings 
there are festivals and events are on 
our “to do” list. The annual Calendar 
Luncheon, our largest fundraiser, was 
held in May and all 200 plus ladies 
had a wonderful time and enjoyed the 
beautifully decorated tables, lunch and 
the Chinese Auction under the expertise 
of our chairperson Bonnie O’Hara. This 
affords us the opportunity to continue 
our charitable donations throughout the 
year.
Our June meeting began with the 
beautiful candlelit Initiation Ceremony 
for new members. Renee Leiser 
did a wonderful job planning our 

ceremony and delicious catered dinner 
that followed. We welcomed 8 new 
members this year and congratulate 
MaryJo Beltrami, Sheila Fitzpatrick, 
Jacqueline Krupczyk, Mary Lynch, 
Elaine McAllister, Patricia Seiner, 
Caroline Spoth and Kristine Werner 
who were sworn in by Past National 
President Meme Riedy. A short business 
meeting led by President Rosemary 
Davis reminded us of the events the 
summer has in store for us.
The Knights of Equity 3rd Degree and 
Ladies of Kincora will host the annual 
“Antless Picnic” on Wednesday July 27 
from 5 – 8pm in the Claddagh Room 
of the Buffalo Irish Center. The event is 
open to all members, family and friends 

and features hamburgers, hot dogs, 
homemade salads, desserts and door 
prizes for adults and children. Tickets 
are only $10 for adults and $5 for 
children 10 years and younger and are 
available by calling Knights of Equity 
3rd Degree President Charlie McSwain 
at 860-2491 or can be purchased at 
the door the evening of the event. All 
proceeds benefi t our scholarship fund.
The Knights of Equity and Daughters 
of Erin National Convention will take 
place October 7th and 8th hosted by 
Pittsburgh Court 9 at the Marriott in 
Cranberry Township, PA. Meetings 
and renewing friendships will highlight 
the weekend and we know it will be 
a great time with our friends from 

Court 9 and Detroit Court 6. Robin 
Messenger, Court 5 Buffalo, will be 
sworn in as National President, so this 
will be a memorable weekend for all in 
attendance.
If you are Catholic and of Irish descent, 
over 18 years of age and would like to 
join our organization, contact President 
Rosemary Davis at 648-1589. Our 
meetings are the third Wednesday of 
each month (except July, August and 
December) at 7pm in the Buffalo Irish 
Center.
Have a safe, happy and fun summer!

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS

Closer Than You Realize: A Hidden Adventure along Lake Ontario
Finding Annual Celtic Fun at Olcott Beach

Daughters of Erin
by Meme Riedy

By Lori Overdorf

Buffalo, N.Y. – Buffalo 
River Fest Park has un-
veiled the 2019 Buffalo Riv-
er Fest Park summer con-
cert schedule. This popular 
and family-friendly water-
front music series presents 
its ninth season of Wednes-
day evening performances 
from 6:30pm until 10pm, 
beginning May 29th and 
running through Septem-
ber 4th. 

“The weekly concerts 
are an affordable, fami-
ly-friendly way to enjoy the 
many developments hap-

pening on our waterfront. 
We are looking forward 
to welcoming thousands 
of Western New York res-
idents and visitors to our 
park for another season 
of the concert series.” said 
concert organizer Peg 
Overdorf. 

New this year will be a 
built in rain date policy.  In 
the event of a Wednesday 
night cancellation due to 
weather, the concert will be 
held the following night on 
Thursday at the same time.

The concert series kicks-
off with versatile band “The 
Kensingtons” on May 29th, 
followed by concert series 

newcomers “Stoneflower” 
on June 5th.  “Super Char-
ger” performs on June 12th 
while “Breakaway”, who 
play both current and clas-
sic hits, appears on June 
19th.  One of the area’s 
premier live oldies band, 
“Crash Cadillac”, hits the 
stage on June 26th to close 
out the month.

Versatile rock band “Joe 
& The Shmoes” make their 
Buffalo River Fest Park de-
but on July 10th while ‘70’s 
band “Disco Duck” are set 
to perform on July 17th. 
“The Buffalo 5” take to 
the stage on July 24th and 
“Breakaway” makes their 

second appearance of the 
season on July 31st. 

“Wide Right” takes to 
the stage on August 7th 
and local country music 
favorite “West of the Mark” 
are scheduled for a per-
formance on August 14th.  
Classic rock band “Back To 
The Bars” makes their Buf-
falo River Fest Park debut 
on August 21st and “Joy-
ryde & The Hitmen Horns” 
also perform for the first 
time at the park on August 
28th.

The concert series will 
conclude on September 4th 
with the perennial favorite 
– Hit N Run.

The annual Indepen-
dence Day Eve celebration 
fundraiser will be held on 
Wednesday, July 3rd and 
will feature “The Kensing-
tons” from 7pm-11pm.

Buffalo River Fest Park is 
located at 249 Ohio Street, 
Buffalo, NY 14204.  Parking 
is free and widely available.  

No personal coolers are al-
lowed at the park; however, 
refreshments are available 
for purchase, with proceeds 
supporting park mainte-
nance and other riverfront 
development efforts.  Lawn 
chairs and blankets are rec-
ommended.  

Buffalo River Fest Park 2019 
Summer Concert Series Lineup Set

Free music on the waterfront every Wednesday evening beginning May 29th

The full concert schedule  
is listed below:

Wednesday Night Concert Series  
(Buffalo River Fest Park) – 6:30pm-10pm

May 29th – The Kensingtons 
June 5th – Stoneflower

June 12th – Super Charger 
June 19th – Breakaway

June 26th – Crash Cadillac
July 3rd – The Kensingtons 

July 10th – Joe & The Shmoes
July 17th – Disco Duck

July 24th – The Buffalo 5
July 31st – Breakaway 

August 7th – Wide Right
August 14th – West of the Mark
August 21st – Back To The Bars

August 28th – Joyryde & The Hitmen Horns
September 4th – Hit N Run
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W N Y ’ S  O R I G I N A L  I R I S H  I M P O R T  S H O P

EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR FOR 

TARA’S DIARY 
CHARMS

(FITS MOST BRACELETS)

10AM-4 PM Mon.-Sat.; 10AM-7 PM Thursday
250 Abbott Road • Buffalo, NY • (716) 825-6700

www.taragiftshoppe.com

For Membership Information Call
Skip Sommer 716-812-0538 • skipsommer@gmail.com

The Illustrated Life of Michael Collins by 
Colm Connolly is a short multipictured look 
at the brief but important life of Michael 
Collins.  A hero of the 1916 revolt, he was 
assassinated during the civil war, which 
followed the establishment of the Irish Free 
State.

Readers looking for an in-depth biography 
of his life will not fi nd it in this work.  What 
you will fi nd is a very readable glimpse into 
the life of  “The Big Fellow,” as many called 
him.  

Michael Collins was a man of many gifts.  
While his formal education ended at the 
local National School, he acquired a love of 
books and learning from his father at an early 
age.  At the age of six his father died. Young 
Michael continued learning from his family 
and members of the community.  During this 
time he developed a knowledge and love of 
Ireland, its history and a fi erce devotion for 
Irish independence.

Michael was also gifted with good looks and 
guile.  These talents helped him in personal 
relationships and in establishing a stunningly 
successful spy ring.  His use of “G” men and 
operatives such as the “Twelve Apostles” 
proved very useful in dealing with the far 
superior British Army.

Although a brief work, The Illustrated Life 
of Michael Collins gives the reader a real 

feel for the man who served Ireland so well 
during these desperate times.  On his father’s 
deathbed, “he pointed to Michael junior and 
said to the assembled family: ‘Mind that 
child.  He’ll be a great man yet and will do 
things for Ireland.’”

As always, visitors are welcome to use 
the library.  Presently, hours are the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7 PM and 
by appointment. Please contact me fi rst as 
there is an Irish language class being held in 
the library at that time.  I may be reached 
at:  716-873-1078 or jjeboyle@yahoo.com.  
Volunteers are always welcome and we are 
still looking for book club members.

Gems from the Library
Jim Boyle

10 Family History Questions 
to Ask Your Grandparents

When researching your family history, one of the greatest resources at your disposal are 
your living relatives. Your grandparents and other older relatives may just be your closest 
connection to earlier generations of your family.
When your grandparents pass, their knowledge and memories of your family’s history 
disappear forever.
Interviewing your elderly relatives now is not only great for capturing and preserving their 
stories for future generations, but also a wonderful way to get to know them better.
Here are some questions to ask your grandparents before it’s too late:
1. What were the names and birthdates of your siblings, parents and grandparents? Did any of 
them have nicknames?
2. When and where were you born? Did your parents share any stories with you about that day?
3. What is your earliest childhood memory? Happiest? Saddest?
4. What was your childhood like? What did you enjoy doing for fun?
5. What was school like for you growing up? Where did you go to school?
6. When and how did you meet grandpa/grandma?
7. Who was the oldest relative you remember as a child?
8. What did you want to be when you grew up? What jobs did you have?
9. What events most impacted your life growing up?
10. What would you say is your proudest achievement?

Thomas W. Carroll Ancient Order 
of Hibernians Division One and the 

Black Rock Historical Society

Recently worked together to mark the 150th 
Anniversary of the Fenian Invasion of 
Canada from Buffalo in 1866 at the Fenian 
Monument.  This commemoration also 
marked the 5th Annual commemoration 
of the Fenian Invasion by the AOH at the 
actual site of the Fenian Invasion along 
the Niagara River in Towpath Park.  The 
commemoration was the culmination of 
events on Friday June 3rd and Saturday 
June 4th, 2016.  A Hooley was held at the 
Buffalo Irish Center on Friday.  Saturday’s 
events included a Parade down Niagara 
Street to the Fenian Monument and a 
very moving ceremony at the Monument, 
attended by almost one hundred individuals, 

including the Consul General of Ireland, 
Barbara Jones, local dignitaries including 
New York State Senator Tim Kennedy, City 
of Buffalo Comptroller, Mark Schroeder 
and many members of the AOH and the 
Black Rock Historical Society.  The day’s 
events concluded with a reception at the 
Black Rock Historical Society Museum.  
The weekend’s events not only helped to 
honor an important event in the history 
of Buffalo, but also helped to honor those 
brave individuals who also served to inspire 
the Easter Rising in Ireland fi fty years later!  
Tom Lambert, AOH NYS Secretary and 
AOH Division One President

NYS Senator, Tim Kennedy; AOH Member Larry Ginnane; Irish Consul 
General, Barbara Jones;  AOH NYS Secretary and Division One President, 
Tom Lambert; AOH Standing Committee Chairman, Jim O’Brien; AOH Vice 
President Kevin Lafferty, AOH Member Patrick Krey; AOH Financial Secretary, 
Tom Callaghan and AOH Member Bill Butler.

Madison Pennington goes by the nick-
name Mattie. She loves to play outside and 
hang out with friends. She also loves to Irish 
dance, and she’ll compete against dancers 
from all over the world at Irish dancing’s 
world competition in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, in April.

A champion-level Irish dancer, Mattie has 
been dancing for seven years. She’s waited a 
long time for this: she qualified for worlds 
last year, but the rules didn’t allow her to 
participate because Mary Kay Heneghan, 
founder and instructor of Rince Na Tiarna, 
was a judge at the competition.

The rules allowed her to defer her qualifi-
cation so she could participate this year, but 
she qualified again by earning fourth place 
in her competition at the Oireachtas 2018. 
As an added bonus, her best friend Maeve 
Lickfeld also qualified to compete at this 
year’s worlds competition.

Mattie is excited to see what the compe-
tition is like and to dance her best. To other 
dancers who hope to compete at this level, 
she offered sage advice: “I would say to prac-
tice really hard and listen to your teachers. 
Try to fix the things that they tell you instead 
of just working on things that are probably 
fine.”

She noted that she has made great friends 
through Irish dance and explained that Irish 
dance has taught her to be stronger and nev-
er give up, no matter how the result comes 
out.

“I wouldn’t be where I am today and have 
had all the awesome opportunities I’ve had 
over the years as a dancer without the help 
and dedication of Mary Kay Heneghan and 
Rachael Grieco, my teachers at Rince Na 

Tiarna, and the love, help, and support of 
my dance friends,” she concluded.

Perseverance, dedication, and work ethic
Mattie’s mom, Heather Pennington, be-

lieves Irish dance has made Mattie a stron-
ger person, as well as teaching her persever-
ance, dedication, and a strong work ethic. 
“The competitions have definitely taught 
her to be hopeful and positive, even though 
the end result may be disappointing,” she 
explained.

“I knew it was her goal [to qualify for 
worlds], and to have her achieve that was 
truly incredible!” Heather said. She noted 
that she will accompany Mattie to worlds, 
and she’s very excited to see her, along with 
many other amazing dancers, compete 
there.

Representing RNT

Numerous Rince Na Tiarna dancers will 
travel to Greensboro, North Carolina, to 
represent Rince Na Tiarna. The contingent 
will include 10 solo dancers, two ceili teams, 
and one figure team.

The following dancers will dance in 
solo competitions: Fiona Dargan, Grace 
Dempsey, Alyssa Lickfeld, Maeve Lickfeld, 
Emily McGough, Matthew Minton, Mad-
ison Pennington, Hayley Perreira, Sarah 
Shorey, and Mia Sullivan.

The following dancers will dance as 
members of a team: Allison Burd, Caroline 
Courtney, Abaigeal Donoghue, Katie Don-
ovan, Madison Fox, Ellie Godsoe, Kaitlyn 
Joyner, Madeline Lickfeld, Emma Mahoney, 
Fiona Murphy, Caitlin O’Brien, Kyella 
O’Connor, and Chloe Wojtanik.

As founder and instructor of Rince Na 
Tiarna, Mary Kay Heneghan knows how 
hard these dancers have worked. “The road 
to worlds is not easy. After earning the right 

to compete, they’ve practiced countless 
hours and worked so hard so they can do 
their best in Greensboro. I’m so proud of 
them,” she said.

Taking on the world
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BIGS
Buffalo Irish 

Genealogical Society

NEXT 3 REGULAR
 MEETINGS

will be in the HDC Conference Room
of the Heritage Discovery Center

100 Lee St, Buffalo, NY 14210
April 20, 2019- Saturday, 10:30-11 AM
18th Annual “Gathering of the Clans”

w/Beginners’ 101 Workshop and One-on-Ones
July 16, 2019 - Tuesday, 6:00 PM

Oct 5, 2019 - Sat @ 10:30 AM

NEXT ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
*January 19, 2019 - Saturday @ 10:30 AM 

will be in the
GAAA Irish Library
Buffalo Irish Center

245 Abbott Rd, Buffalo, NY 14220

VISIT OUR WEB SITE!

http://bigNY.webs.com
or find us on facebook

By: Donna M Shine

The Buffalo Irish Genealogical Society held 
an informal demonstration of a portable Fu-
jitsu ScanSnap SV600 overhead book scanner. 
Jennifer Liber-Raines did a splendid job of 
demonstrating the device and explaining the 
importance of scanning books and documents 
for our future. Jennifer is the current president 
of the Western New York Genealogical Society 
and also a Life Member of BIGS. Representa-
tives from the Steel Plant Museum, Western 
New York Library Resource Council, the West-
ern New York Historical Railway Society and 
several volunteers from BIGS were in atten-
dance and praised the implications of lowering 
costs of archiving. With funds from our annual 
fundraising campaign, BIGS has purchased the 
same model scanner and has already begun the 

arduous task of scanning four newly acquired 
boxes full of Steel Plant Museum Employee 
Consent Decrees. More volunteers are needed 
for the various jobs in the library. Please write 
to dmshine@aol.com 

On Saturday, April 20, 2019, BIGS will hold 
their next meeting and annual “Gathering 
of the Clans” from 10:30 am - 4:00 pm at the 
HDC (Heritage DiscoveRY Center, 100 Lee St, 
Buffalo, NY 14210). A morning presentation 
by Donna M Shine, will cover various research 
topics such as Griffith’s Valuation, Field or 
Cancel Books and where to find them. The af-
ternoon will be “Give a Little Help-Get a Little 
Help” where the public is invited to bring their 
genealogy and ask questions in an open forum 
and maybe break off with a One-on-One ge-
nealogical assistance by BIGS volunteers. If 
anyone form the audience has advice, they are 
welcome to share their information with the 

GENEALOGY: Buffalo Irish  
Genealogical Society “BIGS”

Celebrating  
St. Patrick with RNT

This year’s celebration of St. Patrick’s Day 
was special for Trinity Daugherty, age 8. It 
marked her first year as a Rince Na Tiarna 
dancer in shows and the St. Patrick’s Day 
parades.

The experiences made quite an impres-
sion on this young dancer, who started 
dancing with RNT in October. If you ask her 
favorite thing about shows, her response is 
enthusiastic: “Hmmm…everything! I like 
watching the big girls dance,” she said.

Trinity’s first parade weekend was a hit, as 
well. She enjoyed riding on the float, and she 
was a big fan of staying warm with blankets 
and handwarmers. The sheer numbers im-
pressed her: “The crowds were HUGE!”

Mary Kay Heneghan, founder and in-
structor of Rince Na Tiarna, noted that the 
parades and shows are an important part 
of the Irish dance school’s calendar. “Par-
ticipating in the St. Patrick’s Day parades 
and dancing in shows gives our dancers the 
opportunity to share Irish dance and Irish 
culture throughout Western New York,” she 
said.

Heneghan noted that dancers of all ages, 
from beginners like Trinity through the 
school’s senior dancers, participate in these 
events. “There is wonderful energy at these 
events, and the dancers love that. They have 
the opportunity to share their hard work and 
enthusiasm with people at various venues 
throughout our community, and it’s a won-
derful experience for them,” she explained.

She noted that shows are not limited to 
the St. Patrick’s Day season. “Our dancers 

dance at parties, public events, weddings, 
nursing homes, and other events through-
out the year. It’s a special celebration of Irish 
culture, heritage, and tradition at any time of 
year,” she said.

Trinity’s enthusiasm is a sure sign that 
she’ll be ready for shows anytime during the 
year. “My favorite thing about Irish dancing 
is soft shoe and hard shoe,” she said, differ-
entiating between the two different types of 
shoes the dancers wear. The soft shoes are 
called ghillies, and they have a soft sole. The 
hard shoes have fiberglass on them, and that 
allows the dancers to pound out the beats in 
the hornpipe, treble jig, and other dances.

Trinity’s favorite soft shoe dance is the 
single jig, and she’s very definite about her 
favorite hard shoe dance, as well. She ex-
plained, “My favorite hard shoe dance is the 
treble jig because that is the only one I know 
right now, but I really like doing trebles!”

audience. All are invited. We hope to see you 
there!!

A reminder to BIGS members that 2019 
dues are due BY April 1st. Each member 
should have received a fundraiser letter that 
stated the amount of dues owed and to send 
ALL dues to: 100 Lee St.  Donations are ac-
cepted throughout the year and help BIGS 
acquire new scanners and computer upgrades 
that become necessary to further our mission. 
(All checks please make payable to: BIGS, ad-
dressed to: 100 Lee St, Buffalo, NY 14210.)

The HDC Research Library is opened for 
regularly scheduled hours on the 1st & 2nd 
Saturdays and 3rd Tuesdays between October 
2018 and June 2019 from 11:00 am until 3:00 
PM. Appointments can be made by calling 
Donna M Shine 716.662.1164. Buffalo Irish 
Genealogical Society volunteers will assist with 
any genealogical issue you may be experienc-
ing. 

Please check our ad in this paper for times of 
our upcoming meetings and library dates. Visit 
our website: http://bigsNY.webs.com 
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By Kathleen Byrns Mendola

If someone asked, “what is the national 
color of Ireland”, what would your answer 
be?  Many people would say, why green of 
course!  It’s actually royal blue.  From 1177-
1541 it was known as the banner of the 
Lordship of Ireland.  From 1541-1801 it was 
the Standard of the Kingdom of Ireland.  In 
the 1780’s it was adapted by the Order of St. 
Patrick, thus the term, St. Patrick’s blue.  As 
time wore on Ireland became more associ-
ated with the color green.  In the 1640’s the 
Irish Catholic Confederation began using 
a green flag adorned with a harp.  Today’s 
Irish flag is green, white and orange.  The 
green represents the catholic side and sym-
bolizes the Gaelic political and social or-
der of Ireland.   The orange represents the 
protestant side, the followers of William of 
Orange.  The white band between the green 
and orange symbolizes the unity and peace 
between these two factions.  

Green became synonymous with Ireland 
for two reasons.  The first is the landscape.  
The climate in Ireland preserves the green 
vegetation and landscapes all through its 
countryside and has therefore been dubbed 
the Emerald Isle.  Second, St. Patrick used 
a green three leaf clover to explain the trin-
ity to the pagans. Because it is a religious 
and cultural holiday everyone wears green 
shamrocks in honor of the saint on March 
17th.

Everyone speaks of the luck of the Irish 
and that idea is depicted by pots of gold at 
the end of rainbows.  This probably came 
from the early 19th century silver and gold 

rush.  A number of successful miners were 
Irish or of Irish descent.  The term, Luck 
of the Irish, is an insult; meaning the Irish 
weren’t very intelligent, and so only by sheer 
luck could they possibly be so successful

The luck of the Irish also refers to bad 
luck.  The Vikings were first to come to Ire-
land’s shores.  Penetration was limited and 
concentrated along coasts and rivers.  They 
ceased to be a major threat to Gaelic culture 
after the Battle of Clontarf in 1014.  The 
Norman invasion in 1169 resulted again in 
partial conquest of the island and marked 
the beginning of more than 800 years of 
English political and military involvement 
in Ireland.  Due to the infrastructure of Ire-
land, attempts to assert the crown were slow 
and expensive.  

Attempts to impose the new Protestant 
faith were also successfully resisted by both 
the Gaelic and Norman-Irish.  The rebellion 
of the Hiberno-Norman Earl of Kildare, 
Silken Thomas in 1534, keen to defend his 
traditional autonomy and Catholicism, and 
marked the beginning of the prolonged 
Tudor conquest of Ireland lasting from 
1534-1603.  Henry VIII proclaimed himself 
King of Ireland in 1541.  With the failure 
of English Reformation, Ireland became a 
battleground in the wars between Catholic 
Counter-Reformation and Protestant Refor-
mation for control of the North Atlantic sea 
routes to America.  

England’s attempts to conquer Ireland 
provided the impetus for ongoing warfare, 
notable examples being the 1st Desmond 
Rebellion, the 2nd Desmond rebellion and 
the Nine Years War.  During the 17th cen-
tury, the division between a Protestant land-

holding minority and a dispossessed Catho-
lic majority, divided not only by religion but 
also by cultural origin, was intensified and 
conflict between was to become a recurrent 
theme in Irish history.  

On January 1st 1801, in the wake of the 
rep0ublican United Irishmen Rebellion, the 
Irish Parliament was abolished and Ireland 
became part of a new United Kingdom 
Great Britain and Ireland formed by the 
Acts of Union 1800.  Catholics were not 
granted full rights until Catholic Emancipa-
tion in 1829, achieved by Daniel O’Connell,  

The great potato famine began in 1845 
and continued through 1849.  The pota-
to crop failed in successive years and was 
caused by a late blight, a disease that destroys 
the leaves and edible tubers.  The causation 
of the blight was a water mold infestation.  

In 1916 the Easter Rising, organized by 
the IRB and carried out by members of the 
Irish Volunteers, the socialist Irish Citizen 
Army of James Connolly and 200 women 
from Cumann na mBan succeeded in turn-
ing public opinion against the British estab-
lishment after the execution  of the leaders 
by British authorities.  The Rising itself was 
a dismal failure but it was the beginning of 
the Irish reclaiming their land, language and 
culture.  

Civil war between Northern and South-
ern Ireland also wracked the country from 
the 1960’s until uneasy yet largely successful 
peace was achieved with the Good Friday 
agreement of 1998.  

Have you ever been called a shanty Irish-
man?  During the Potato Famine many Irish 
fled to America with nothing.  They set up 
shanty towns; communities of people who 

lived in cardboard homes or other makeshift 
homes for the poorest of the poor.  Shanty 
comes from the Gaelic Seanteach, meaning 
small house.  Many set up along beaches and 
shorelines, such as Times Beach in the Old 
First Ward.  Men began to work the dirtiest 
and most unsafe jobs of the day; grain ele-
vators, the railroad and steel mills.  As they 
made money they began building homes.  
Many of the homes in the Old First Ward 
are from the late 1800’s.  As families grew 
they moved further out into South Buffalo, 
thus the strong Irish population of the area.  

Lace curtain Irish is another insult with 
two meanings.  Someone living in a shanty 
or small house may have put lace curtains 
up in the windows.  They were thought to 
be putting on airs and snubbing their hum-
ble roots.  The slang term, hoity toity comes 
from that era.  Also, many had no respect 
for the Irish and said they were dirty.  If 
they didn’t clean their windows they would 
be covered with cobwebs, which people re-
ferred to “lace curtains”.  

St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated on the day 
of his death in 461 or 493.  He is buried 
under Down cathedral in Downpatrtick in 
County Down; he was never formally can-
onized.  St. Patrick, St. Brigid of Kildare and 
St. Columba are the patron saints of Ireland.  

St. Patrick ’s Day parades are an import 
from the United States.  The day is a pub-
lic holiday and was celebrated by mass and 
family get togethers in Ireland.  Parades 
began in the US in 1947, Ireland’s began in 
1960. Since then there are between 50 and 
100 parades in Ireland, with the largest be-
ing held in Dublin, where around a half mil-
lion people line the streets.  

DID YOU KNOW?

IRISH CULTURE 
& FOLK ART

ASSOCIATION OF BUFFALO, NY INC.

SPONSOR OF 
THE ANNUAL 

BUFFALO FEIS

All interested in our 
Irish Heritage are welcome. 

MEETINGS:
2nd Wednesday at 7:00pm 
at the Buffalo Irish Center

For Information, Call
 Charlie McSwain at 716-677-4497

www.buffalofeis.org
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Proud ofBeing

IRISH & 
CATHOLIC

Located In The Buffalo Irish Center

Join The 

ANCIENT
ORDER of 

HIBERNIANS
Contact Tom Lambert (716) 796-7687

The Buffalo Irish Genealogical Society, BIGS, is very proud to announce the public 
release of an index they created based on actual employee cards of the New York Central 
Railroad. 

A collection of discarded cards, representing 4,654 employees, were rescued from the 
Buffalo Central Terminal by members of the Western New York Railway Historical Society, 
100 Lee St, Buffalo, NY (http://www.trainweb.org/wnyrhs/index.htm), the owners of the 
physical collection. BIGS’ public index is a shortened version and is available for public 
viewing on http://bigsny.webs.com  Excerpts below are of Irish interest. All nationalities are 
included in the main index. 

Information on cost and how to obtain copies of the actual card is as follows:

1.) $20/employee card/page copy ($25 for a color copy)
An additional $2/backside of card/page and/or each additional related card. Some em-

ployees have 4-10 cards each. ($3 for color copies)

*EMAILED copies available. (Same prepaid charges apply.)

*On site Downloads would be performed by BIGS volunteers on YOUR device. (Same 
charges apply)

2.) Payment by check or money order (In person, cash would be accepted and a receipt 
given at that time.) ALL payments to be PREPAID before copies are made. 

 
Payable to:     BIGS 
Memo: RR copies

Send to: BIGS Record Request
 Heritage Discovery Center, 100 Lee St., Buffalo, NY 14210 

 
RESEARCH INQUIRIES:  bigs.hdc@gmail.com   (no phone requests!)
     

BIGS Releases NEW YORK CENTRAL 
RAILROAD Index-3

Conditions:
· PUBLICATION: Patrons wishing to use scanned photographic images from the collection must seek permission first. A user 

fee is charged per image for one-time use and is established on a case by case basis. 
· COPYRIGHT: The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, US Code) governs the reproduction of copyrighted material. 

Requestors assume all responsibility for any considerations pertaining to copyright infringement that may arise in the use of the 
reproduction(s). 

· PRINTS: Unless specified otherwise, all photos will be actual size. 
· SHIPPING: Shipping rates may be higher for out of country orders. 
· QUESTIONS: Email bigs.hdc@gmail.com 
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By Joseph Xavier 
Martin

We had a gathering of the 
Martin clan one Sunday, at 
my Brother Mike’s place in 
Grand Island, N.Y. Brother 
Bill, and Joey, his son from 
California were in town for 
a few days to visit. Nephew 
Sean, and his significant 
other Rose, stopped by. Se-
an’s sister Jen, and her hus-
band Tom and son Donahue 
from Fredonia, also made 
the trek. Sister in law Sue 
Martin came with them. It 
was a disparate gathering of 
Martin clan members who 
had not seen or interacted 
with each other in many 
years.

  The conversation was 
easy and flowed well, along 
with wine, beer and a whole 
array of calorie-laden good-
ies. A family album, of sev-
eral generations of my fam-
ily, caused many amused 
comments about out of date 
hairstyles and relatives not 
known to the younger ones. 
It was a timeless gathering 
of an Irish clan to pass down 
the family history, amidst 
amusing and half-sad sto-

ries of those who are no 
longer with us. It is a way 
of remembering them and 
how much they had meant 
to us.  The younger genera-
tions were now in their for-
ties and ready to assume the 
mantle of the elder genera-
tions in a few years’ times. 
It seems like so many years 
had flashed by in so fast a 
time. Births, deaths and the 
entire array of family events 
catalogued our passage 
through the decades.

  To be sure, some of 
the stories got told for the 
hundredth time. No one 
minded. It was musical re-
membrances of others who 
had been among us and are 
not now. The casual verbal 
abuse, of family members 
present, was our way of ex-
pressing concern and care 
for others of the clan. God 
knows you would never out-
right tell them how much 
they meant to you or how 
much you valued your re-
lationship to them. It wasn’t 
our way and never had been.

  Bill had taken his son 
Joey to Holy Cross Ceme-
tery to see the resting plac-
es of mom, dad, Maureen, 
Danny, Jack, Eddie and 

Kevin. That engendered 
another round of stories of 
child hood, and growing up 
in the working class section 
of South Buffalo, amidst the 
Irish cultural incubators of 
the Catholic parishes there. 
We never knew that we 
weren’t “Irish” by nationali-
ty, until the schools told us 
we were American Citizens 
years later. The laughter, the 
memories were convivial 
and increased with the flow 
of mood elevators in glasses 
and cans. It really was fun to 
laugh at the various cultur-
al and ethnocentric -foibles 
that characterized our up-
bringing.

All too soon the families 
peeled off, headed for home 
in their various far-flung 
destinations. We said good-
night, thanked our hosts for 
their generosity and hospi-
tality and added one more 
gathering of the clan to our 
collective consciousness. I 
hope we live to enjoy many 
more such gatherings of the 
clan. We are linked forever 
in time and space by blood, 
history and shared memo-
ries of fine people past and 
present. Not all are so fortu-
nate.

A Gathering of the 
Martin Clan

by ROBIN KASHYAP

Come join us during the 
months of April and May at 
the Waterfront Memories 
& More museum. We will 
have a beautiful display of 
photographs by local Pho-
tographer Gene Witkowski 
to highlight the last unload-

ing by the “Grain Scoopers” 
as the modern ships are 
self-unloading.  We will also 
have photos of grain ships 
as well as historic items on 
display from the era of the 
“Grain Scoopers”.  Join us 
at the museum at 41 Ham-
burg and South streets.  We 
are open every Tuesday and 

Saturday from 10 to 2.  
Then, in June, look for 

our tent and our photo dis-
play at the Riverfest Festi-
val at Riverfest Park along 
the Buffalo River and Ohio 
Street during Father’s Day 
weekend June 14, 15,16.  
Hope to see you there!

“The Last Hurrah” – 
Remember the Scoopers

Leannta Dubha Bhuffalo (Buffalo Dark Ales)
In February 2018, the 

members of the Scoil Chul-
túr agus Teanga na hÉire-
ann (School of Irish Culture 
and Language) had a brain-
storming session during a 
Wednesday night class.  Dis-
cussion was focused on how 
to support the Buffalo Irish 
Center financially while 
pulling people into the BIC 
who weren’t familiar with 
this cultural heritage cen-
ter. Discussion focused on 
creating an event that would 

illuminate the culture and 
language of Ireland while 
raising  needed funds for 
the Center. The idea was 
formed to host a unique 
craft beer tasting with focus 
on dark ales, porters and 
stouts that are historical-
ly linked to Ireland. Class 
members began organizing 
the event, and with support 
from other organizations at 
the BIC and with traditional 
music provided by mem-
bers of Buffalo Comhaltas, 

our first Leannta Dubha 
Bhuffalo was a successful 
event.  Fourteen brewers 
participated and over 20 
craft brews were available to 
sample. 

This year, Leannta Dub-
ha Bhuffalo will be held on 
Saturday, April 13th from 
6:00-9:00 pm at the Buf-
falo Irish Center.  Again, 
we will feature craft beers 
from local brewers, live 
music, a door prize and 
50/50 raffle. Funds raised 

will support the Buffalo 
Irish Center and Lá Gaeilge 
(Irish Language Day) in 
the Fall.  We will announce 
craft brewer updates on our 
social media sites (Buffalo 
Dark Ales: Leannta Dubha 
Bhuffalo on Facebook and 
buffalodarkales on Insta-
gram).  Tickets are available 
at the Buffalo Irish Center 
pub and on Eventbrite at 
: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/leannta-dubha-bhu-
ffalo-buffalo-dark-ales-tick-

ets-56016951209/amp
To support the cost of 

putting on this event, we 
are looking for sponsorship 
from individuals, business-
es, and organizations.  These 
sponsorship monies are so 
important as they will help 
defray the cost of this event 
and move us closer to our 
goal.  Sponsorship levels are 
$100, $250, or $500 dollars, 
and you can contact Joann 
Russell at 716-983-5917 
or email at jo.jr33@gmail.

com for more information.  
There is still time to become 
a sponsor and be recog-
nized in our marketing for 
this event. 

We hope to see you at 
Leannta Dubha Bhuffalo on 
April 13th!  Help support 
the Buffalo Irish Center and 
Scoil Chultúr agus Tean-
ga na hÉireann to preserve 
the language and culture of 
Éire in Western New York! 
Come join the craic!
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The commitment to service continued 
at Mount Mercy Academy during the cold 
month of February.  This year Campus Min-
ister and senior theology teacher Mary Colby 
is asking members of the senior class to plan 
and coordinate a service project.The seniors 
continued their service projects with eight 
girls coordinating volunteer opportunities.

 Buffalo resident Shelina Slaughter 
organized a volunteer experience at the Boys 
and Girls After School Program at the Elm-
wood Village Charter School.  They helped 
the group leaders provide educational and 
recreational activities after a day of classes.

 Taylor Stoklosa (Buffalo) and several oth-
er students worked with the Sisters of Mercy 
to create Valentine’s Day themed jars that 
will be used as centerpieces.  

 Mariah Rullan and Kathryn Berg-
mann of Buffalo each directed a team of 
volunteers at the Fantastic Friends event 
at the Ralph Wilson Field House.  This 
organization provides fun experienc-
es for special needs children.  “This was 
a great experience,” Rullan commented.  
“It forces people to expand their comfort 
zones and to interact with new people.” 
 Anna Hagner of Buffalo led a team 
of volunteers at St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy.  

The group helped package table settings for 
an upcoming event and had lunch with the 
students there.

 During Spirit Week Katherine 
Pappas of Buffalo organized a drive to sup-
port the International Institute of Buffalo.    
The classes eagerly participated in the drive 
to collect new school supplies and had the 
extra benefit of earning spirit week points. 
This organization provides resources for ref-
ugee resettlement in Western New York. 

Sydni Condoyannis of Dunkirk brought 
a group of volunteers to the Dunkirk Rural 
Ministry, an organization that provides hot 
meals for those in need.  This non-profit or-
ganization depends on donations from local 
partners and including a farm that donates 
eggs every week. 

 Bridgit Hayes of Buffalo planned a 
dinner for the residents of Ronald McDon-
ald House.  The meal consisted of shepherd’s 
pie, green salad, crescent rolls, and Oreo 
balls for dessert.  Hayes prepped the recipes, 
helped with the shopping and led the team to 
prep dinner for the guests. 

The Mount Mercy community continues 
to follow foundress Catherine McAuley’s vi-
sion of compassionate service and affirming 
the dignity and uniqueness of individuals.

Service Continues at Mount Mercy Academy

Bridgit Hayes and Madeline Kotwica at RONALDMcDONALD House

The popular Niagara Celtic Heritage Fes-
tival & Highland Games festival is moving 
this year, but fans of the 19-year-old festival 
needn’t worry.

It’s being relocated to the Niagara County 
Fairgrounds, located only 10 miles south of 
its previous home in Olcott. According to 
festival organizers, the large property will 
allow the event to continue growing, while 
offering an improved experience for visitors.

“We are thankful to the town of Newfane, 
and Niagara County for the use of Krull Park 
for so many years,” said board president Bob 
Talladay. “It was a wonderful location to cul-
tivate a premier event for the county.”

Organizers have been working with fair-
ground staff to ensure the festival remains 
the same event so many love, along with 
including additional Celtic entertainment. 
Current plans include a fourth music stage 

and second athletic field. The grounds offer 
more restrooms, a grounds-wide sound sys-
tem, more shelter from inclement weather, 
and improved parking and security. Their 
plans include using the grounds in a way 
unique to their festival.

“It may surprise people to know how 
many trees the fairgrounds offer,” added 
Afton Brousse, a team leader for the festi-
val. “We plan on making great use of them 
to provide shelter and a lovely backdrop all 
weekend. The fairgrounds is a wonderful 
venue we can’t wait to show off to guests, in-
cluding thousands who have not visited the 
grounds before or recently.”

The festival, held every September, cele-
brates Irish, Scottish and Welsh history. It 
began in 2001 at the Harbor Resort in Ol-
cott, before later relocating to the park. This 
year’s event is set for September 14 & 15, and 

they are anticipating high attendance. Many 
important features for guests have remained 
the same: ticket prices have not been raised, 
kids 12 & under are free, and parking re-
mains free. Dogs are still welcome, howev-
er rules have updated so they recommend 
visiting NiagaraCeltic.com before making 
plans to bring your pet.

The Niagara Celtic Heritage Society is a 
501(c)3 educational non-for-profit which 
hosts Niagara Celtic. The festival largely 
supports itself, while also providing dona-
tions and assistance to various local and 
Celtic organizations. Its mission is to cele-
brate and educate all Celtic heritage and cul-
ture throughout Western New York.

For more information about the festival, 
including tickets, volunteering, and spon-
sorship, please visit www.NiagaraCeltic.
com.

Niagara Celtic moving to the Niagara County 
Fairgrounds this September

Niagara Celtic to celebrate 19th year at the fairgrounds
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By Anna Luce

Sunlight. Moonlight. 
Starlight. And now, thanks 
to Michael Longley, “snowl-
ight”, the perfect, poetic 
word to describe the Irish 
poet’s visit to Buffalo in the 
dead of winter. The 16th 
Guest Speaker in the annual 
Irish Writers Series at Cani-
sius College sponsored by 
local attorney Joe Hassett, 
Longley walked on stage 
gingerly with the use of a 
cane looking like a cross be-
tween Ernest Hemingway & 
Santa Claus. 

Thurs. Mar. 14 kicked off 
at 7 pm with a well-thought-
out format: an introduction, 
then readings out loud & 
talk by poet, leading to seat-
ed conversation between 
poet & professor, followed 
by Q & A, concluding with 
delicious reception concur-
rent with selling & signing 
of books. A top-notch event 
offered free to any & all.

Eloquently introduced by 
Prof. Mick Cochrane of the 
local Jesuit college’s English 
Dept., Longley regaled the 
rapt audience with selected 
poems from his numer-
ous award-winning books. 
Highlights include:

-- “Swans Mating” in-
spired by the uniqueness 
of the regal birds coupling 
(“The final heraldic mo-
ment dissolved in ripples.”)

-- “The Linen Industry” 
inspired by discovering his 

wife’s wedding dress sewing 
pattern (“to rot those grass-
es to the bone”)

--”Harmonica” inspired 
by his father surviving battle 
in WW I (“Our souls are air. 
They hold us together.”)

-- “Ice Cream-Man” in-
spired by his sister (“That 
was before they murdered 
the ice-cream man.”)

-- “Snow light” (“for hold 
up in snow light for snow 
has been falling”)

-- “Granddaughters” 
(“You have buried me up to 
my shins in autumn leaves. I 
am taking root.”)

Following in the steps of 
the acclaimed Protestant 
writers of Ireland like poet 
William Butler Yeats and 
playwright Samuel Beckett, 
Longley expressed his pride 
& love for Northern Ireland 
and his Hometown of Bel-
fast. Some scholars believe, 
although it’s arguable, that 
Longley is the heir appar-
ent to the late, great Seamus 
Heaney, a Catholic from 
Northern Ireland who won 
the Nobel Prize in Literature 
and visited Buffalo twice, 
including the year before his 
death, as part of the Hassett 
series. 

Heaney & Longley met 
years ago and became close 
friends even vacationing 
together with their wives. 
With relish, Longley re-
vealed to the crowd at Mon-
tante Cultural Center that 
while Heaney was a won-
derful friend and an out-

standing poet, the famous 
and revered Heaney was no 
saint. 

Longley’s manner was 
soft-spoken, reflective, phil-
osophical, bemused, and 
unpretentious. He advised 
young, budding writers that 
becoming a poet is a voca-
tion or calling and no path 
to riches. When a student 
asked advice, Longley rec-
ommended “Marry a mil-
lionaire.”

Greek classics have 
played a significant role in 
the education and influence 
of the writing of Longley 
and he bemoaned the many 
colleges & universities in 
the US & Europe who have 
reduced or even eliminat-
ed their Classics Dept. He 
praised Homer’s ancient 
Greek epic “The Iliad” as the 
greatest poem ever written 
about war & death. 

Longley also lauded En-
glish Romantic poets Keats 
& Shelley and their influ-

ence on his own writings. 
He praised American poets 
Emily Dickinson for her 
concision and Walt Whit-
man for his expansiveness. 
He shared that as a writer he 
sometimes feels like one and 
other times like the other.

When asked about his 
thoughts on Brexit (Britain’s 
imminent departure from 
the E.U.), Longley decried it 
as a terrible mistake, a step 
backward, and predicted 
enormous harm to North-
ern Ireland since it is still a 
part of Britain.

As he turns 80 this year, 
Longley reflected on the 
current trend of the past few 
decades of poets writing in 
the English language who 
believe any emotional vom-
it on the page qualifies as a 
poem. He made the case for 
poets and wannabe poets to 
require more of themselves, 
to respect the craft of po-
etry making, and to exert 
self-discipline by adhering 

to structure & form.
Longley praised Ireland 

for having a culture where 
people from all walks of 
life gather to read out loud 
famous poems as well as 
their own poems. He was 
struck by the contrast of the 
US where poetry has been 
squeezed, reduced, flattened 
into the tiny box of aca-
demia. He emphasized the 
importance of poetry, all 
poetry, being read out loud.

Local Buffalo poets in 
attendance included Ann 
Goldsmith, Ansie Baird, 
and John Rigney. Baird, who 
has been reading Longley 
for many years, found him 
“accessible” and “humble”. 
She found “his compassion 
for human nature makes 
him a lover of all mankind”. 
She concluded “he is one of 
the great ones”.

Local writer Tim Bohen, 
author of “Against the Grain” 
about the history of the Irish 
in South Buffalo, “really en-
joyed” Longley’s talk and 
especially his “poems about 
ordinary things and myste-
rious nature”. Bohen found 
the poet’s 10-year-plus dry 
spell “fascinating” when 
Longley confessed he had 
“no inspiration”.

Father Pat, Catholic priest 
and Director of UB New-
man Center commented: “I 
went with eager curiosity. 
Frankly, I was overwhelmed 
at the reading, its style, its 

choice and timing. Each line 
has a story for life & love, for 
war & hope. The Q & A was 
a revelation. Michael’s ac-
knowledgment of the grace 
of wisdom as inspiration 
was encouraging. It was, as 
usual, a joy.”

Prof. Kimberly Blessing, 
Chair of Buff State Philoso-
phy Dept., found Longley’s 
poems to be “like a religious 
experience”.

Jon Rummel, James Joyce 
Reading Circle member and 
“Bloomsday” reader, re-
called Longley stating “The 
core of the poetic enterprise 
is love poetry. If poetry is a 
wheel, the hub of that wheel 
is love poetry.” Rummel re-
marked “that struck a chord 
in me”.

Students from Canisius 
College and Buffalo State 
College were in attendance 
at the encouragement of 
their English & Philosophy 
professors. One student 
noted Longley was “well 
spoken and shared a lot of 
wisdom”.

Prof. Mick Cochrane & 
Joe Hassett, Esq. organized, 
sponsored, and delivered 
a fabulous event, free & 
open to the public. Michael 
Longley shared his exquisite 
poems. The enchanted audi-
ence departed into the Snow 
Light.

Poet from Ireland Enchants Buffalo Audience

Michael Longley
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GENEALOGY
Family Research

Guidelines to untangling your roots

Donna M. Shine
6350 Scherff Road, Orchard Park NY 14127

(716) 662-1164
dmshine@aol.com

The Valley Community Association 
held their annual “Old Neighborhood” 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Presented by 
Powers Irish Whiskey and Sponsored 
by Labatt USA on Saturday, March 16th.  
While the weather was chilly and oc-
casionally some snowflakes fell, it did 
nothing to diminish the spirit of the day 
and of the parade participants and on-
lookers!

 The parade was led by 2019 
Grand Marshal Dawn Brady Carpino 
who led the parade through the historic 
streets of the Valley and Old First Ward 
neighborhoods, retracing portions of 
the original 1913 parade route.  Dawn is 
a lifelong resident of the Valley and long-
time volunteer for the Valley Communi-
ty Association.

This year the parade was dedicated in 
memory of five very special people who 
passed away this past year that were part 

of the “Old Neighborhood”.  Doris Bou-
quard, the 2001 “Old Neighborhood” 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Grand Marshal; 

Debbie Felschow, a longtime communi-
ty volunteer; Tom Higgins, the former 
Erie County Sheriff and Valley resident; 
and Tom Moran and Brian Strobele, 
both former Buffalo Police A District 
Chiefs who were instrumental in parade 
planning each year.

Over 100 contingents marched in the 
parade, ranging from family clans to pipe 
bands, from social clubs to local unions, 
and much more! The parade continues 
to attract a diverse group of contingents 
who enjoy marching with family mem-
bers, co-workers, friends, and neighbors 
and celebrating their Irish heritage.

After the parade, a grand Irish “Hool-
ey” was held at the Valley Community 
Center featuring live music by Emerald 
Isle and plenty of food and drink.

“OLD NEIGHBORHOOD” PARADE GRAND MARSHAL 
& DEDICATIONS WERE FORMALLY ANNOUNCED AT 

FUNDRAISER PARTY ON MARCH 9th

Certificate in Genealogical Research from Boston University
Advanced Genetic Genealogy Certificate from 

Genealogical Institute of Pittsburgh
Experienced in Estate Genealogy 
 Unknown Parentage using DNA

NANCY GAVIN KOESTER
GENEALOGY RESEARCH

NGKTREES@GMAIL.COM  •  716-374-1987
FACEBOOK AT NGKTREES
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BUFFALOIRISHTIMES
TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT EDITION OF THE:

CALL THE BUFFALO IRISH CENTER AT 825-9535 • OR EMAIL: BUFFALOIRISHTIMES@GMAIL.COM

HEARN / O’NEIL / CULLIHEY: Look-
ing for information on Anne O’NEILb. May 
1861 in Canada to Murt (possibly Murtagh) 
O’NEIL and Catherine CULLIHEY (could 
be CUDDIHEY /CULLINEY/CULLINANE 
/ CULLEENY). 1865 New York Census for 
Buffalo, lists the family as Father Murt 28y b. 
Ire; Mother Cate 28y b. Ire; Children: Mose 
9y b. Canada; Mary 7y b. Canada; Annie 5y 
b. Canada; Michael 4y b. Canada; Owen 1+ 
7/12y b. Erie Co. 

    Anne married Patrick HEARN b. Abt 
1852 n Canada to Thomas & Ellen HEARN.

Any information would be appreciated. 
Please contact: Thomas Korzelius TOME-
KAY@hotmail.com 

DRISCOLL-HURLEY-MANLEY-BOHEN
Seeking information about ELLEN HUR-

LEY DRISCOLL Born about 1835 in Count 
Cork, possibly Goleen.  Died in Buffalo, 
NY 1896 married TIMOTHY DRISCOLL 
.  Please contact: Joan (Graham) Scahill at 
jmscahill@verizon.net or 716-825-1332 716-
316-3053

O’BRIEN- COUGHLIN:  
Looking for the descendants of John 

O’BRIEN 1855 and Catherine “Kate 
COUGHLIN  1857 of Buffalo, NY lived on 
Miami St in the 1st Ward in 1880.

Children: James Sep 1876, Charles Oct 
1880, Maude Jun 1882, Frank Nov 1889, Julia 
Jun 1890 and Dennis Dec 1894 lived at 427 
Seneca St in the 1900 Census.

Charles O’BRIEN married Josephine 
KELLEHER and lived at 198 O’Connell Ave 
with a large family.

Julia O’BRIEN married John SMITH and 
lived on North Division with a large family.

CONTACT: Kevin J O’Brien, killernan-

farm@gmail.com
HAYES- MAHER- MCCARTHY-CUN-

NINGHAM
Seeking information on the descendants of 

Thomas HAYES and Anne MAHER of  Lack-
enavorna, Aghnameadle Parish, Tipperary, 
Ireland.  Their children settled in Buffalo, NY 
in the early 1900’s.

James HAYES 1875-1942 married Marga-
ret RYAN lived 91 Meriden Street 1940 cen-
sus; Johanna HAYES 1875-1957 married John 
J. CUNNINGHAM lived 26 Rutland, 1940 
census; Mary HAYES 1876-1944 married 
John CARNEY; Thomas HAYES 1883- mar-
ried Mary and Catherine HAYES 1888-1942 
married Michael McCARTHY lived at 82 Ab-
bott Rd in the 1920 census.

CONTACT: Kevin J O’Brien, killernan-
farm@gmail.com

HIGGINS-BOYLAN-CONNOLY: 
Arrived in Buffalo about 1857; BOYLAN 

from Ballybay, Monaghan; SCAHALL from 
Galway; and CONNOLLY arrived in Buffalo, 
New York about 1860. Any one researching 
these surnames, please contact: Tom HIG-
GINS, Email: ThomasJ100@aol.com 

SMITH-EDMONDS-ELLS:
 Thomas McCARTHY b. abt 1822 in Bo-

lemma, Ireland, (possibly Ballymona, Tipper-
ary); EELLS / ELLS, Grace M b. Abt 1874 in 
St. Lawrence, New York; EDMONDS / ED-
MUNDS, Hulda M. B.1858 Keene, New York; 
HARTSON, Charles H. b 1865 in Keene, New 
York. I am researching all of these families 
who, at one time or other, lived in Essex Co., 
New York. If you have any information on any 
of these families, please contact me by Email: 
bsbillvista@gmail.com or JMRS53@iCloud.
com 

QUERIES
by Patricia C. Duggan

                  
    It is the Lenten season and the Irish 

traditions of spring cleaning and celebrating 
Easter are upon us now. Family and friends 

will be gathering to enjoy brunch, dinner or 
just desserts with one another. Here is a des-
sert recipe from the Sa Chistin cookbook. 
Proceeds from the sale of the cookbook help 
to support GOAL, an Irish humanitarian or-
ganization and the Irish Language class. 

Sa Chistin 
(In the kitchen)

South Buffalo Cake
Betty Everett

5 large eggs
½ tsp. Almond flavoring
2 cups sugar
½ tsp. Vanilla
1 cup water
¾ tsp. salt
2 cups sifted cake flour
2 tsps. baking powder
Separate eggs into 2 large bowls. Beat egg whites until stiff and dry. Gradually add 1 cup 

sugar, beating in well. Set aside. Beat egg yolks until creamy and light.  Gradually add the 
second cup of sugar to the egg yolks, beating well. Add flavorings. Then add dry ingredients, 
alternating with water. Fold in the eggs whites. Put into a large ungreased angel food cake 
pan. Bake in a 350 degree oven for about 45 minutes.

 
NOTE: This is an excellent cake to split and put togther with lemon filling. Makes 3 good 

size layers. Frost with boiled icing.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 2019

MEAT RAFFLE

Doors open at 6 pm – Raffle Starts at 7 pm
Buffalo Irish Center
245 Abbott Road, Buffalo, NY  14220  

1st ANNUAL

For More information/Purchase Tickets/Reserve a Table Please Contact:
Judy Lubecki (716-830-8881) / Gary Holzerland gholzerland74@aol.com NO OUTSIDE ALCHOHOL ALLOWED                                       

Presented by the Irish Cultural & Folk Art Association

* Admission includes beer, wine & pop 

TO BENEFIT

* Bring your own snacks * Food available for purchase

$10 each or
$80 for a reserved table of 10

TICKETS:

(Pre-Sale Single Tickets Available at the Bar)
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THE IRISHMAN
PUB & EATERY

“…the magical journey to find my Irish 
ancestral grounds became the inspiration for 

IRELAND SPEAKS: 
Poems From My Soul.” 

Written, illustrated and published 
by Donna M. Shine

 

 

 

$13.00 ($10 PLUS $3 POSTAGE) TO:
Donna M. Shine
6350 Scherff Rd

Orchard Park, NY 14127
(716) 662-1164

Email: Dmshine@aol.com 
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SOUTH END FLORAL
Dress Up Your Occassion With One

 Of Our Specialty Arrangements!

822-7562
218 Abbott Road (accross from the Irish Center)

DAILY CITY-WIDE AND SUBURBAN DELIVERIES

ANDY’S 
DRIVING SCHOOL

5 HOUR PRE-LICENSING COURSE
PRIVATE DRIVING LESSONS • DRIVER EDUCATION PROGRAM

Cardinal O’Hara H.S.
Andy Moynihan

874-1653
39 O’Hara Rd., Tonawanda, NY 14150

Buffalo Commemorates the 100th Anniversary 
of the Fenian Invasion of 1866

by William Butler
During the early morning of June 1, 1866, 
Colonel John O’Neill, a member of the Fenian 
Brotherhood from Nashville, Tennessee led 
a combined force of Irish-American Civil 
War veterans from Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Buffalo, New York to invade 
British North America (now Canada) with 
the objective of seizing the Welland Canal 
and holding Canada hostage until the British 
government recognized the freedom of the 
Irish people.  In the dark of night, between 500 
and 800 men were ferried across the Niagara 
River from the docks of the Pratt Ironworks 
which is now Tow Path Park at the foot of 
Hertel Avenue.  After decisively defeating 
Canadian militia and the Queen’s Own Rifl es 
in battles at Ridgeway and Fort Erie, O’Neill 
and his men were forced to retreat as their lines 
of supplies and reinforcements were cut off 
by US Army General George Meade and the 
USS Michigan.  One hundred and fi fty years 
later, this herculean effort was respectfully 
remembered by commemorative events 
sponsored by the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
(AOH), Erie County Division 1 and Black 
Rock Historical Society.
 On June 3, a traditional Irish Hooley was 
held in the Emerald Room of the Buffalo 
Irish Center where guests were treated to 
musical selections from the “Fenian Songster” 
performed by Rush the Growler.  Appropriate 
pomp and circumstance was also provided by 
the Erie County Sheriff’s Pipes and Drums.  
President Tom Lambert of the AOH welcomed 
the guests and introduced NYS Senator and 
special guest of honor Consul General of 
Ireland in New York Barbara Jones.  Mr. 
Kennedy described the importance of the 
Fenian invasion not only from the perspective 
of Buffalo history, but also because of its 
signifi cance to both Canadian confederation 
and Irish independence.  He acknowledged 

the year 2016 as the sesquicentennial of the 
invasion of 1866, in addition to the centennial 
of the Easter Rising of 1916 – a fact that has not 
been lost on historians.  Ms. Jones expressed 
her gratitude to the Buffalo Irish Center for 
their work in preserving and celebrating Irish 
culture in the United States.  Not only did she 
recognize the Fenian soldiers who took up arms 
for the cause of Irish independence, but also 
the women who “scrubbed fl oors and opened 
doors” as domestic servants and selfl essly gave 
their precious pennies and dimes to fund the 
struggle for freedom.  
In an historic reenactment, Raymond Ball, 
Sr. of the Buffalo 7th Regiment, Irish Army 
of Liberation commanded the center fl oor 
of the Emerald Room and “mustered the 
troops” to “organize Companies, Battalions 
and Regiments in the City of Buffalo for the 
army of the Irish Republic.”  After his call 
to arms, the Fenian Sisterhood presented 
the replica fl ag which was originally carried 
by their brethren into battle in 1866.  These 
“Sisters” represented the wives, daughters 
and sweethearts of the Fenian soldiers who 
historically helped raise money for the Fenian 
Brotherhood through fancy balls and picnics.  
Today, the original fl ag, with its gold sunburst 
and border on a fi eld of green, is curated at the 
Buffalo History Museum but unfortunately has 
become greatly deteriorated and is no longer 
available for public viewing.
On June 4, the historic Black Rock community 
hosted a formal procession from Amherst 
Street along Niagara Street to the Fenian 
Invasion of 1866 monument at Tow Path 
Park.  Before stepping off, the Buffalo 7th 
Regiment provided a “Living History” 
presentation of a Civil War-era encampment at 
Market Square which gave local residents and 
visitors alike the opportunity to “inspect the 
troops.”  Accompanied by City Councilman 

Joe Golombek and City Comptroller Mark 
Schroeder, Grand Marshalls Consul General 
of Ireland Jones and Senator Kennedy led 
units representing the AOH, Buffalo Fenians 
Gaelic Football Club, Erie County Sheriff’s 
Pipes and Drums, Niagara Celtic Festival, and 
Black Rock Historical Society.  After arriving 
at the monument, Tom Callaghan began the 
ceremony with an opening prayer for the brave 
Irish-American soldiers who sacrifi ced so 
much for the cause of freedom for all Ireland.   
With the scenic backdrop of the blue waters 
of the Niagara and green shoreline of Canada, 
Kate Schroeder sang touching renditions of 
both the Irish and US national anthems. 
After the anthems, Mr. Kennedy addressed the 
crowd by fi rst thanking the individuals and 
organizations who were responsible for the 
planning and sponsorship the commemorative 
events.  He also respectfully remembered the 
Irish-Americans who placed themselves in 
harm’s way for the cause of Irish freedom.  
Only one year prior, these courageous men had 
fought the bloodiest war in US history; yet the 
fi ght for the independence of Ireland was so 
vital that they did not hesitate to take up arms 
once again for their homeland.  Recognizing 
the achievements that the Fenian Invasion had 
gained for both Ireland and Canada, Ms. Jones 
acknowledged the long fi ght for Irish freedom 
and the men and women who sacrifi ced all 
they had to achieve it.  Despite this at times 
deadly struggle, she emphasized that the fl ag 
of the Republic is truly a fl ag of peace.  From 
the Rising of 1848 to the Easter Rising of 1916 
and beyond, the green represents Ireland’s 
Gaelic tradition with the orange representing 
the followers of William of Orange.  Most 
importantly, the white of the “Irish tricolour” 
signifi es the lasting truce between the “Green” 
and the “Orange.”  
AOH Brothers Kevin Lafferty and Jim O’Brien 

explained how the invasion rekindled the fi res 
of freedom as a direct forebear to Padraig 
Pearse’s legendary graveside oration for the 
famous Fenian Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa 
and of course the Easter Rising of 1916.  In 
solemn remembrance, Mr. Lambert recited the 
names of the Fenian patriots who were killed 
during the Battles of Ridgeway and Fort Erie 
in 1866.  Following a memorial three-volley 
musket salute by the Buffalo 7th Regiment, 
Irish Army of Liberation, Raymond Ball, Jr. 
played taps in honor of the fallen.  Ms. Jones 
and Mr. Kennedy then ceremoniously carried a 
fl oral wreath from the monument and placed it 
on the waters of the Niagara where the Fenian 
soldiers had crossed 150 years ago.  In a fi nal 
gesture of respect, the historic Fireboat Edward 
M. Cotter arched a symbolic water salute from 
its powerful pumps and turrets.
After the ceremony, the Black Rock Historical 
Society hosted a reception at their museum 
at 1902 Niagara Street.  Amid displays 
representing the Black Rock, Riverside, West 
Hertel and Grant-Amherst communities, guests 
enjoyed light refreshments including a special 
craft brew that was tapped just for the occasion 
by Community Beer Works – an Irish red amber 
ale named Céad Mile Fáilte.  Guests were 
also privileged to have the opportunity to talk 
with Irish scholars and authors including Dr. 
Bridgette Slavin (Professor of Celtic Studies, 
Medaille College), Tim Bohen (author of 
Against the Grain), Dr. Tim Madigan (Director 
of Irish Studies Program, St. John Fisher 
College) and Dr. David Doolan (lecturer/tutor 
and author of Transnational Revolutionaries, 
The Fenian Invasion of Canada, 1866).
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